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CHAP. XVII. 

Foundation of Constantinople. — Political Syfiem of 
Conjlantine , and bis Succeffors. — Military DiJ - 
cipline — The Palace. — The Finances, 


T HE Unfortunate Licinius was the laft CHAP. 

XVII* 

rival who oppofed the greatnefs, and the 
laft captive who adorned the triumph, 
of Conftantinei After a tranquil and profperous 
reign, the Conqueror bequeathed to his family 
the inheritance of the Roman Empire j a new 
capital, a new policy, and a new religion j and 
the innovations which he eftablilhed have been 
embraced and confecrated by fucceeding genera* 
tions. The age of the great Conftantine and his 
fons is filled with important events j but the hifto- 
rian muft be opprefled by their number and va- 
Vol. III. B riety. 
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& THE DECLINE AND FALL 

C xvn P ’ r * et y» un l e f s he diligently feparates from each 
other the fcenes which are connected only by the 
order of time. He will defcribe the political in- 
ftitutions that gave ftrength and liability to the 
empire, before he proceeds to relate the wars and 
revolutions which haftened its decline. He will 
adopt the divifion unknown to the ancients, of 
civil and ecclefiaftical affairs : the viflory of the 
Chrillians, and their inteftine difcord, will fup- 
ply copious and diftinifl materials both for edifi- 
cation and for fcandal. 

Dcfign of After the defeat and abdication of Licinius, 
pita| W Ca " his vidlorious rival proceeded to lay the fbunda- 
A.D. 324. tions of a city, dellined to reign, in future times, 
the miftrefs of the Eaft, and to furvive the empire 
and religion of Conflantine. The motives, whe- 
ther of pride or of policy, which firft induced 
Diocletian to withdraw himfelf from the ancient 
feat of government, had acquired additional 
weight by the example of his fucceffors, and the 
habits of forty years. Rome was infenfibly con- 
. . founded with the dependent kingdoms which had 
once acknowledged her fupremacy j and the 
country of the Crefars was viewed with cold in- 
difference by a martial prince, born in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Danube, educated in the courts 
and armies of Afia, and invefted with the purple 
by the legions of Britain. The Italians, who had 
received Conflantine as their deliverer, fubmif- 
fively obeyed the edidts which he fometimes con- 
defeended to addrefs to the fenate and people of 
Rome i but they were feldom honoured with the 
prefence of u eir new fovereign. During the vi- 
H gour 
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OF TtiE ROMAN EMPIRE; 3 

gour of his age, Conftantine, according to the va- CHAP, 
fious exigencies of peace and war, moyed with . - , t 
flow dignity, or with adlive diligence, along the 
frontiers of his extenfive dominions) and was al- 
ways prepared to take the field either againft a ' 
foreign or a domeftic enemy. But is he gradu- 
ally reached the fummit of profperity and the de- 
cline of life, he began to meditate the defign of 
fixing in a more permanent ftation the ftrength as 
well as majefty of the throne; In the choice of 
an advantageous fituation, he preferred the con^ 
fints of Europe and Afia-, to curb, with a power- 
ful arm, the barbarians who dwelt between the 
Danube and the Tanais j to watch with an eye of 
jealoufy the condudt of the Perfian monarch, who 
indignantly fupported the yoke of an ignominious 
treaty. With thefe views, Diocletian had feledted 
and embellilhed the refidence of Nicomedia : but 
the memory of Diocletian was juftly abhorred by 
the protedtor of the church $ and Conftantine was 
not infenfible to the ambition of founding a city 
which might perpetuate the glory of his own 
name. During the late operations of the war 
againft Licinius, he had fufficient opportunity to 
contemplate, both as a foldier and as a ftatefman, 
the incomparable pofition of Byzantium j and to situation 
obferve how ftrongly it was guarded by nature Sum!** 11 * 
againft an hoftile attack, whilft it was accef- 
fible on every fide to the benefits of commercial 
intercourfe. Many ages before Conftantine, 
one of the moft judicious hiftorians of antiqui- 

B a ty 
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CHAP. 

XVII. 


Defcrip- 
tion or 
Con- 
stanti- 
nople. 


The Bol- 
phorus. 


ty 1 had defcribed the advantages of a fituation, 
from whence a feeble colony of Greeks derived 
the command of the fea, and the honours of a 
flourishing and independent republic*. 

If we furvey Byzantium in the extent which it 
acquired with the auguft name of Conftantinople, 
the figure of the imperial city may be reprefented 
under that of an unequal triangle. The obtufe 
point, which advances towards the eaft and the 
fhores of Afia, meets and repels the waves of the 
Thracian Bofphorus. The northern fide of the 
city is bounded by the harbour; and the fouthern 
is waflied by the Propontis, or fea of Marmara. 
The bafis of the triangle is oppofed to the weft, 
and terminates the continent of Europe. But the 
admirable form and divifion of the circumjacent 
land and water cannot, without a more ample ex- 
planation, be clearly or fufficiently underftood. 

The winding channel through which the waters 
of the Euxine flow with a rapid and inceflant 
courfe towards the Mediterranean, received the 
appellation of Bofphorus, a name not lefs cele- 


* Polybius, 1 . iv. p. 423. edit. Cafaubon. He obferves that the 
peace of the Byzantines was frequently dilturbed, and the extent of 
their territory con trailed, by the inroads of the wild Thracians. 

1 The navigator Byzasf who was ftyled the fon of Neptune; 
founded the city 656 years before the Chriftian /Era. His follower* 
were drawn from Argos and Megara. Byzantium was afterwards 
rebuilt and fortified by the Spartan general Paufanias. See Scaliger 
Animadvcrf. ad Eufeb. p. 81. Ducange Conilantinopolis, 1 . i. 
part i. cap. ij, 16. With regard to the wars of the Byzantines 
againft Philip, the Gauls, and the kings of Bithynia, we fhould 
trull none but the ancient writers who lived before the greatnefs of 
the imperial city’ had excited a fpiritof flattery and fiflion. 

brated 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. '$ 

brated in the hiftory, than in the fables, of an- c ^^ p ' 
tiquity J . A crowd of temples and of votive al- < — y — i 
tars, profufely fcattered along its deep and woody 
banks, attefted the unflcilfulnefs, the terrors, and 
the devotion of the Grecian navfgators, who, after 
the example of the Argonauts, explored the dan- 
gers of the inhofpi table Euxine. On thefe banks 
tradition long preferved the memory of the palace 
of Phineus, infefted by the obfcene harpies 4 ; 
and of the fylvan reign of Amycus, who defied 
the fon of Leda to the combat of the Ceftus 
The ftreights of the Bofphorus are terminated by 
the Cyanean rocks, which, according to the de- 
scription of the poets, had once floated on the 
face of the waters ; and were deftined by the gods 
to protedl the entrance of the Euxine againft the 
eye of profane curiofity 6 . From the Cyanean 
rocks to the point and harbour of Byzantium, the 

3 The Bofphorus has been very minutely deferibed by Dionyfius 
of Byzantium, who lived in the time of Domitian (Hudfon Geo- 
graph. Minor, tom. iii.), and by Gilles or Gyllius, a French tra- 
veller of the XVIth century. Toumefort (Lettre XV.) feems to 
have ufed his own eyes and the learning of Gyllius. 

4 There are very few conjectures fo happy as that of Le Clerc 
(Bibliothcque Univerfelle, tom. i. p. 248.), who fuppofes that the 
harpies were only locufts. The Syriac or Phoenician name of thofe 
inlefts, their noily flight, the ftench and devaluation which they oc- 
cafion, and the north wind which drives them into the fea, all con- 
tribute to form this ftriking refemblance. 

5 The refidence of Amycus was in Afia, between the old and the 
new caftles, at a place called. Laurus Infana. That of Phineus was 
in Europe, near the village of Mauromole and the Black Sea, See 
Gyllius de Bolph. 1 . ii. c. 23. Toumefort, Lettre XV. 

6 The deception was occafioncd by feveral pointed rocks, alter- 
nately covered and abandoned by the waves. At prefent there are 
two fmall iflands, one towards either (here ; that of Europe i$ dif- 
tinguilhed by the column of Pompey. 

B 3 winding 
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5 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

C Xvn P * windin S °f the Bofphorus extends about 

j fixteen miles 7 , and its moll ordinary breadth 
may be computed at about one mile and a half. 
The new caftles of Europe and Alia are conftrud- 
ed, on either continent, upon the foundations of 
two celebrated temples, of Serapis and of Jupiter 
Urius.* The old caftles, a work of the Greek em- 
perors, command the narroweft part of the chan^, 
nel, in a place where the oppofite banks advance 
within five hundred paces of each other. Thefe 
fortrefles were reftored and ftrengthened by Ma- 
homet the Second, when he meditated the fiege 
of Conftantinople 3 ; but the Turkilh conqueror 
was molt probably ignorant, that near two thou- 
fand years before his reign, Darius had chofen the 
fame fituation to conneft the two continents by a 
bridge of boats At a fmall diftance from the 
old caftles we difcover the little town of Chryfo- 
polis, or Scutari, which may almoft be confidcred .« 
as the Afiatic fuburb of Conftantinople, The 
Bofphorus, as it begins to open into the Propone 
tis, pafies between Byzantium and Chalcedon. 
The latter of thofe cities was built by the Greeks, 

7 The ancients computed one hundred and twenty ftadia, or 
fifteen Roman miles. They meafurcd only from the new c allies, 
but they carried the ftreights as far as the town of Chalcedon. 

* Ducas Hift. c. 34. Leunclavius Hift. Turcia Mufulmanica, 

1 . xv. p. 377. Under the Greek empire thefe caftles were ufed as 
ftate prifons, under the tremendous name of Lethe, or towers of ob. 
Jivion. 

9 Darius engraved in Greek and Aflyrian letters on two marble 
columns, the names of his fubjefl-nations, and the amazing num- 
bers bf his land and fea forces. The Byzantines afterwards tranf- 
ported thefe columns into the city, and ufed them for the altars of 
their tittelar deities. Herodotus, 1 . iy. c. 87. 

3 fcyt 
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a few years before the former ; and the blindnefs c ^ y ^ p » 
of its founders, who overlooked the fuperior ad- 
vantages of the oppofite coaft, has been ftig- 
matized by a proverbial exprefiion of contempt ,0 . 

The harbour of Conftantinople, which may be The port, 
confidered as an arm of the Bofphorus, obtained, 
in a very remote period, the denomination of the 
Golden Horn. The curve which it deferibes might 
be compared to the horn of a (lag, or, as it fhould 
feem, with more propriety, to that of an ox 
The epithet of golden was expreffive of the riches 
which every wind wafted from the mod diftant 
countries into the fecure and capacious port of 
Conftantinople. The river Lycus, formed by 
the conflux of two little ftreams, pours into the 
harbour a perpetual fupply of frefih water, which 
ferves to cleanfe the bottom, and to invite the pe- 
riodical flioals of fifh to feek their retreat in that 
* convenient recefs. As the viciflitudes of tides 
are fcarcely felt in thofe feas, the conftant depth 
of the harbour allows goods to be landed on the 
quays without the afliftanceof boats; and it has 
been obferved, that in many places .the largeft 
veflels may reft their prows againft the houfes, 

10 Namque artiffimo inter Europam Afiamque dlvortio Byzan- 
tium in extrema Europa pofuere Graeci, quibus, Pythium Apolli- 
nem confulentibus ubi conderent urbem, redditum oracuium eft, 
qutererent fedem cacorum terris adverfam. Ea ambage Chalccdonii 
monftrabaotur, quod priores illuc advefti, praevifa locorum utilitate 
pejora legiffent. Tacit, Annal. xii. 6a. 

** Strabo, 1 . x. p. 49a. Moft of the antlers are now broke off; 
or, to fpeak lels figuratively, moft of the recefTes of the harbour are 
filled up. See Qyllius de Bofphoro Thracio, 1 . i, c. 5. 

B 4 while 
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C xvn P ’ w ^ e their flerns are floating in the water 
Smm-ymmmJ From the mouth of the Lycus to that of the har- 
bour, this arm of the Bofphorus is more than fe- 
ven miles in length. The entrance is about five 
hundred yards broad, and a ftrong chain could be 
occafionally drawn acrofs it, to guard the port 
and city from the attack of an boftile navy ,3 . 

The Pro- Between the Bofphorus and the Hellefpont, the 
s ' fhores of Europe and Afia receding on either fide 
inclofe the fea of Marmara, which was known to 
the ancients by the denomination of Propontis. 
The navigation from the ifiue of the Bofphorus to 
the entrance of the Hellefpont is about one hun- 
dred and twenty miles. Thofe who (leer their 
weftward courle through the middle of the Pro- 
pontis, may at once defcry the high lands of 
Thrace and Bithynia, and never lofe fight of the 
lofty fummit of Mount Olympus, covered with 
eternal fnows They leave on the left a deep 
gulf, at the bottom of which Nicomedia was 
feated, the imperial refidence of Diocletian i and 

>* Procopius de iEdificiis, 1 . i. c. 5. His defcription is confirm- 
ed by modern travellers. See Thevenot, part i. 1 . i. c. 15. Tourne- 
fort, Lettre XII. Niebuhr Voyage d’Arabie, p. 12. 

>3 See Ducange, C. P. 1 . i. part i. c. 16. and his Obfervations fur 
Villehardouin, p. 289. The chain was drawn from the Acropolis, 
pear the modem Kiolk, to the tow.er of Galata } and was fupported 
at convenient difiances by large wooden piles. 

>4 Thevenot (Voyages ap Levant, part i. 1 . i. e. 14.) contrails 
the meafure to 125 fmall Greek miles. Belon (Obfervations, 1 . ij. 
f. 1.) gives a good defcription of the Propontis, but contents him- 
lelf with the vague exprefiion of one day and one night’s fail. When 
bandys (Travels, p. »i.) talks of 1 50 furlongs in length as well as 
breadth, we can only fuppofe fome miltake of the prefs in the text of 
fjjat judicious traveller. 
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they pafs the fmall iflands of Cyzicus and Proconr C xvn P ’ 
nefus before they caft anchor at Gallipoli : where « — v — * 
the fea, which feparates Afia from Europe, is 
again contratted into a narrow channel. 

The geographers who, with the moil Ikilful TheHei* 
accuracy, have furveyed the form and extent of 
the Hellefpont, aflign about fixty miles for the 
winding courfe, and about three miles for the 
ordinary breadth of thofe celebrated (freights 
But the narrowed part of the channel is found to 
the northward of the old Turkiih cadles between 
the cities of Cedus and Abydus. It was here that 
the adventurous Leander braved the paflage of 
the flood for the pofleflion of his midrefs l6 . It 
was here likewife, in a place where the didance 
between the oppofite banks cannot exceed five 
hundred paces, that Xerxes impofed a flupendous 
bridge of boats, for the purpofe of tranfporting 
into Europe an hundred and feventv myriads of 
barbarians ,7 f A fea contracted within fuch nar- 
row 

See an admirable diflertation of M. d’Anville upon the Helle- 
fpont or Dardanelles, in the Memoires de l’Academie des Infcrip- 
tions, tom. xxyiii. p. 318 — 346. Yet even that ingenious geogra- 
pher is too fond of fuppofmg new, and perhaps imaginary meajures, 
for the purpofe pf rendering ancient writers as accurate as himfelf. 

The ftadia employed by Herodotus in the defcription of the Euxine, 
the Bofphorps, &p. (1. jv. c. 85.) mutt undoubtedly be all of the 
fame fpecies : but it feems impoflible to reconcile them either with 
truth or with each other. 

16 The oblique diftance between Seftus and Abydus was thirty 
ftadia. The improbable tale of Hero and Leander is expofed by M. 

Mahudel, but is defended 01) the authority of poets and medals by 
M, de la Nauze. See the Academic des Infcriptions, tom. vii. 

Hill. p. 74. Mem. p. 240. 

>7 See the feventh book of Herodotus, who has erefted an elegant 
frpphy to his own fame and to that of h.s countr y. The review ap- 
pears 
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chap, row limits, may feem but ill to deferve the fin- 

XVII* J 

«. ' ‘ gular epithet of broad, which Homer, as well as 

Orpheus, has frequently beftowed on the Helle- 
fpont. But our ideas of greatnefs are of a rela- 
tive nature : the traveller, and efpecially the poet, 
who failed along the Hellefpont, who purfued 
the windings of the ftream, and contemplated 
the rural fcenery, which appeared on every fide 
to terminate the profpeft, infenfibly loft the re- 
membrance of the feaj and his fancy painted 
thofe celebrated ftreights, with all the attributes 
of a mighty river flowing with a fwift current, in 
the midft of a woody and inland country, and at 
length through a wide mouth, difcharging itfelf 
into the Aegean or Archipelago Ancient 
Troy‘ 9 j feated on an eminence at the foot of 
Mount Ida, overlooked the mouth of the Helle- 
fpont, which fcarcely received an acceflion of 
waters from the tribute of thofe immortal rivu- 
lets the Simois and Scamander. The Grecian 


pears to have been made with tolerable accuracy : but the vanity, 
firft of the Perfians, and afterwards of the Greeks, was interefted tq 
magnify the armament and the viftory. I fhould much doubt whe- 
ther the invadcrt have ever outnumbered the men of any country which 
they attacked. 

,8 See Wood’s Obfervations on Homer, p. 320. I have, with 
pleafure, felefted this remark from an author who in general feems 
to have difappointed the expectation of the public as a critic, and 
4 till more as a traveller. He had vilited the banks of the Hellefpont j 
he had read Strabo ; he ought to have confulted die Roman itinera- 
' ries : how was it poflible for him to confound Ilium and Alexandria 
Troas (Obfervations, p. 340, 341.), two cities which were fixteen 
jniles diftant from each other ? 

*9 Demetrius of Scepfis wrote fixty books on thirty lines of Ho* 
mer’s Catalogue. The XUIth Book of Strabo is fufficient for ear 
curiofity, 

camp 

> 

■ * < 
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camp had ftretched twelve miles along the lhore C -j? v ^ p * 
from the Sigsean to the Rhastean promontory ; 
and the flanks of the army were guarded by the 
braveft chiefs who fought under the banners of 
Agamemnon. The firft of thofe promontories 
was occupied by Achilles with his invincible 
Myrmidons, and the dauntlefs Ajax pitched his 
tents on the other. After Ajax had fallen a facri- 
fice to his difappointed pride, and to the ingrati- 
tude of the Greeks, his fepulchre was erefted on 
the ground where he had defended the navy 
againft the rage of Jove and of Heftor J and the 
citizens of the rifing town of Rha?reum celebrated 
his memory with divine honours *°. Before Con- 
(lanrine gave a juft preference to the fituacion of 
Byzantium, he had conceived the defign of ereft- 
jng the feat of empire on this celebrated fpot, from 
whence the Romans derived their fabulous origin. 

The extenfive plain which lies below ancient 
Troy, towards the Rhfetean promontory and the 
tomb of Ajax, was firft chofen for his new capi- 
tal ; and, though the undertaking was foon relin- 
quilhed, the (lately remains of unfinifhed walls 
and towers' attracted the notice of all who failed 
through the (freights of the Hellefpont f ‘. 

We 


10 Strabo, 1 . xiil. p, 59 j. The difpofftion of the (hips which 
were drawn upon dry land, and the polls of Ajax and Achilles, are 
very clearly deferibed by Homer. See Iliad ix. 220. 

** Zofim. 1 . ii. p. 105. Sozomen, 1 . ii. c. 3. Theophanes, 
p. 18. Nicephorus Calliftus, 1 . vii. p. 48. Zonaras, tom. ii. f. 
xiii. p. 6. Zofimus places the new city between Ilium and Alexan- 
dria, but this apparent difference may be reconciled by the large ex- 
tent of its 'Circumference. Before the foundation of Conftantinople, 

Thel&lonfcn 
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Advan- 
tages of 
Conftan- 
tinople. 


We are at prefent qualified to view the advarv* 
tageous pofition of Conftantinople ; which ap- 
pears to have been formed by Nature for the 
centre and capital of a great monarchy. Situated 
in the forty-firft degree of latitude, the Imperial 
city commanded, from her feven hills **, the op- 
pofite Ihores of Europe and Afia ■, the climate was 
healthy and temperate, the foil fertile, the har- 
bour fecure and capacious ■, and the approach on 
the fide of the continent was of fmall extent and 
eafy defence. The Bofphorus and the Hellefpont 
may be confidered as the two gates of Conftanti- 
nople j and the prince who poffefled thofe im- 
portant pafiages could always fhut them againft a 
naval enemy, and open them to the fleets of com- 
merce. The prefervation of the eaftern provinces 
may, in fome degree, be afcribed to the policy 
of Conftantine, as the Barbarians of the Euxine, 
who in the preceding age had poured their arma- 
ments into the heart of the Mediterranean, foon 
defifted from the exercife of piracy, and defpaired 
of forcing this infurmountable barrier. When 
the gate6 of the Hellefpont and Bofphorus were 
fhut, the capital ftill enjoyed, within their fpa- 
cious jnclofure, every production which could 
fupply the wants, or gratify the luxury of its nu- 


Theflalonica is mentioned by Cedrenxjs (p, 183.), and Sardica by 
Zonaras, as the intended capital. They both fuppofe, with very 
little probability, that the Emperor, if he had not been prevented 
by a prodigy, would have repeated the jniftake of the blind Chalce-. 
donians. 

zz Pocock’s Defcription of the JJaft, vol. ii. part ii. p, 117, 

His plan of the feven hills is clear and accurate. That traveller is 
feldom fo fatisfaflory, 

merous 

t » 
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merous inhabitants. The fea-coafts of Thrace C ^ V ^ I P * 

and Bithynia, which languilh under the weight of i v j 

Turkilh oppreffion, ftill exhibit a rich profpeft 
of vineyards, of gardens, and of plentiful har- 
vefts ; and the Propontis has ever been renowned 
for an inexhauftible ftore of the moft exquifite 
filh, that are taken in their ftated feafons, without 
fkill, and almoft without labour * 3 . But when the 
pafiages of the Streights were thrown open for 
trade, they alternately admitted the natural and 
artificial riches of the north and fouth, of the 
Euxine, and of the Mediterranean. Whatever * 
rude commodities were collected in the forefts of 
Germany and Scythia, as far as the fourcesof the 
Tanais and the Boryfthenes j whatfoever was 
manufactured by the (kill of Europe or Afia j the 
corn of Egypt, and the gems and fpices of the 
fartheft India, were brought by the varying 
winds into the port of Confiantinople, which, for 
many ages, attracted the commerce of the ancient 
world **. 

The profpeCt of beauty, of fafety, and of Founda- 
wealth, united in a fingle fpot, was fufficient to ci°y.° fthe 
juftify the choice of Conftantine. But as fome 
decent mixture of prodigy and fable has, in every 


*3 See Bclon. Obfervations, 0.71 — 76. Among a variety of dif- 
ferent lpecies, the Pelamidcs, a fort of Thunnies, were the moft 
celebrated. We may learn from Polybius, Strabo, and Tacitus, 
that the profits of the fifliery conftituted the principal revenue of 
Byzantium. 

** See the eloquent defcription of Bufbequius, epiftol. i. p. 64. 
Eft in Europa ; habet in confpeftu Aiiam, Asgyptutn, Africamque 
a dextra : quae tametji contiguae nop funt, mat is tamen navigan- 
dique commoditate veluti junguntur. A liniftra vero Pontus eft 
Euxinus, &c. 

age. 
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C HAK age, been fuppofed to refled a becoming majefty* 
v - t - ■ on the origin of great cities 15 , the emperor was 
defirous of afcribing his refolution, not fo much 
to the uncertain counfels of human policy, as to 
the infallible and eternal decrees of divine wif- 
dom. In one of his laws he has been careful to 
inftruft pofterity, that, in obedience to the com- 
mands of God, he laid the everlafting foundations 
of Conftantinople : and though he has not con- 
defcended to relate in what manner the cceleftial 
infpiration was communicated to his mind, the 
‘ defett of his modeft filence has been liberally fup- 
plied by the ingenuity of fucceeding writers j 
who defcribe the nocturnal vifion which appeared 
*. 7 : 7 : to the fancy of Conftantine, as he flept within the 

walls of Byzantium. The tutelar genius of the 
city, a venerable matron finking under the weight 
of years and infirmities, was fuddenly transform- 
ed into a blooming maid, whom his own hands 
adorned with all the fymbols of Imperial great- 
nefs The monarch awoke, interpreted the 
aufpicious omen, and obeyed, without hefitation, 
the will of heaven. The day which gave birth to 
« city or colony was celebrated by the Romans 
with fuch ceremonies as had been ordained by & 

*S Datur haee venia antiquitati, utHrtifcendo humana dirinis, pri- 
mordia urbium auguftiora faciat. T. Liv. in proem. 

16 He fays in one of his laws, pro commoditate Urbis quam 
artemo nomine, jubente Deo, donavimus. Cod, Theodof. 1. xiii. 
tit. v. leg. 7 . 

*7 The Greeks, Theophanes, Cedrenus, and the Author of the 
Alexandrian Chronicle, coniine themfelves to vague and general 
expreilions. For a more particular account of the viiion, we are 
obliged to have recourfeto fuch Latin writers as William ofMalmf- 
bury. See Ducange C. P. 1. i. p. * 4 , *j, 

generous 
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generous fuperftition * 8 j and though Conftantine C ^ V ^ I P * 
might omit fome rites which favoured too ftrong- ■■ ^ ' ■« 

ly of their Pagan origin, yet he was anxious to 
leave a deep impreflion of hope and refpcdt on the 
minds of the fpe&ators. On foot, with a lance 
in his hand, the emperor himfelf led the foleinn 
procefiion j and dire&ed the line, which was 
traced as the boundary of the deftined capital: 
till the growing circumference was obferved with 
aftonilhment by the affillants, who, at length, 
ventured to obferve, that he had already exceed- 
ed the mod ample meafure of a great city. ** I 
“ lhall ftill advance,” replied Conftantine, “ till 
“ he, the invifible guide who marches before me, 

“ thinks proper to flop a V* Without prefuming 
to inveftigate the nature or motives of this extra- 
ordinary conductor, we lhall content ourfelvea 
with the more humble talk of deferibing the ex- 
tent and limits of Conftantinople 30 . 

In the aftual ftate of the city,, the palace and Exteq*. 
gardens of the Seraglio occupy the eaftern pro- 
montory, the firft of the fevea hills, and cover 

*® See Plutarch in Rpmul. tom. i. p. 49. a^lit. Bryan. Among 
other ceremonies, a large hole, which had been dug for that pnrpofe, 
was filled up with handfuls of earth, which each of the fettlers 
brought from the place of his birth, and thus adopted his new 
country. 

*9 Philoftorgius, 1 . ii. c. 9. This incident, though borrowed 
from a fufpe&ed writer, is chara&eriflic and probable. 

3 ° See in the Memoirs de l’Academie, tom. xxxv. p. 747 — 75?, 
a diflertation of lyj. d’ Auville on the extent of Conftantinople. He 
takes the plan inferted in the Imperium Orientale of Banduri as the 
moll complete ; but, by a feries of very nice obfervations, he re- 
duces the extravagant proportion of the fcale, and inftead of 9500, 
determines the circumference of the city as conhliing of about 7800 
french tofu. 

about 
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G xvn P " a ^ out one hundred and fifty acres of our oti/tt 

* 1 meafure. The feat of Turkifh jealoufy and de- 

fpotifm is eredted on the foundations of a Grecian 
republic: but it may be fuppofed that the By- 
zantins were tempted by the conveniency of the 
harbour to extend their habitations on that fide 
beyond the modern limits of the Seraglio. The 
new walls of Conftantine ftretched from the port 
to the Propontis acrofs the enlarged breadth of 
the triangle, at the diftance of fifteen ftadia from 
the ancient fortification ; and with the city of 
Byzantium they inclofed five of the feven hills* 
which, to the eyes of thofe who approach Con- 
ftantinople, appear to rife above each other in 
beautiful order 3 \ About a century after the 
death of the founder, the new buildings, extend- 
ing on one fide up the harbour, and on the other 
along the Propontis, already covered the narrow 
ridge of the fixth, and the broad fummit of the 
feventh hill. The neceflity of prote&ing thofe 
fuburbs from the mediant inroads of the Barba- 
rians, engaged the younger Theodofius to fur- 
round his capital with an adequate and permanent 
inclofure of walls 3 *. From the eaftern promon- 
tory to the golden gate, the extreme length of 

?* Codinus Antiquitat. Con ft. p. 12. He aftigns the church of 
St. Antony as the boundary on the fide of the harbour. It is men- 
tioned in Ducange, 1. iv. c. 6.; but I have tried, without fuccefs, 
to difcover the ex aft place where it was fituated. 

3* The new wall of Theodofius was conftrufted in the year 413. 
In 447 it was thrown down by an earthquake, and rebuilt in three 
months by the diligence of the prsefeft Cyrus. The fuburb of the 
Blachcmie was firft taken into the city in the reign of Heraclius. 
Pucange Conft. 1 . i. c. to, 11. 

Conftan- 
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Conftantinople was about three Roman miles 33 j c p * 
the circumference meafured between ten and 
eleven ; and the furface might be computed as 
equal to about two thoufand Englifh acres. It is 
impoffible to juftify the vain and credulous ex- > 
aggerations of modern travellers, who have fome- 
times ftretched the limits of Conftantinople over 
the adjacent villages of the European, and even 
of the Afiatic coaft 34 . But the fuburbs of Pera 
and Galata, though fituate beyond the harbour, 
may deferve to be confidered as a part of the 
city 35 ; and this addition may perhaps authorife 
the meafure of a Byzantine hiftorian, who affigns 
Exteen Greek (about fourteen Roman) miles for 
the circumference of his native city 3S . Such an 
extent may leem not unworthy of an Imperial re- 

33 The meafurement is exprefled in the Notitia by 14,075 feet. 

It is reafonable to fuppofe that thefe were Greek feet j the proportion 
of which has been ingenioufly determined by M. d’Anville. He 
compares the 1S0 feet with the 78 Hafhemite cubits, which in differ- 
ent writers are afTigned for the height of St. Sophia. Each of thefe 
cubits was equal to 17 French inches. 

34 The accurate Thevenot ( 1 . i. c. 15.) walked in one hour and 
three quartet s round two of the fides of the triangle, from the Kiofk 
of the Seraglio to the feven towers. D’Anville examines with care, 
and receives with confidence, this decifive teltimony, which gives a 
circumference of ten or twelve miles. The extravagant computation 
of Toumefort (Lettre XI.) of thirty-four or thirty miles, with- 
out including Scutari, is a ftrange departure from his ufual 
charafter. 

35 The fycae, or fig-trees, formed the thirteenth region, and were 

very much embellifhed by Jultinian. It has fince borne the names 
of Pera and Galata. The etymology of the former is obvious ; that 
of the latter is unknown. See Ducange Conft. 1 . i. c. 22 . and 
Gyllius de Byzant. 1 . iv. c. 10. - . 

3 6 One hundred and eleven ftadia, which may be tranflated into 
modern Greek miles each of feven ftadia, or 660, fometimes only , 

600 French toifes. See d’Anville Mefures Itincraires, p. 53. 

Vot. III. C fidence. 
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C xvn P ’ ^ ence * Yet Conftantinople mult yield to Babylon 
u — » and Thebes”, to ancient Rome, to London, and 
even to Paris 

drew®* 0 * The mafter of the Roman world, who afpired 
to eredt an eternal monument of the glories of 
his reign, could employ in the profecution of that 
great work the wealth, the labour, and all that 
yet remained of the genius of obedient millions. 
Some eftimate may be formed of the expence 
bellowed with Imperial liberality on the found- 
ation of Conftantinople, by the allowance of 
about two millions five hundred thoufand pounds 
for the conftrudlion of the walls, the porticoes, 
and the aquedudls 3S *. The forefts that over- 
fhadowed the Ihores of the Euxine, and the cele- 
brated quarries of white marble in the little ifland 
of Proconnefus, fupplied an inexhauftible flock of 
materials, ready to be conveyed, by the conveni- 
ence of a Ihort water-carriage, to the harbour of 
Byzantium 40 . A multitude of labourers and 

artificers 

37 When the ancient texts, which deferibe the fize of Babylon 
and Thebes, are fettled, the exaggerations reduced, and the meafures 
afeertained, we find that thole famous cities filled the great but not 
incredible circumference of about twenty-five or thirty miles. Com- 
pare d’Anville Mem. de l’Academie, tom. xxviii. p. a3J» with his 
Defcription de l’Egypte, p. aoi, aoi. 

3 8 If we divide Conftantinople and Paris into equal fquares of jo 
French toifa, the former contains Ujo, and the latter 1160 of thofe 
divifions. 

39 Six hundred centenaries, or fixty thoufand pounds weight of 
gold. This fum is taken from Codinus Antiquit. Conil. p. u.j 
but unlefs that contemptible author had derived his information 
from fome purer fources, he would probably have been unacquainted 
with fo obfolete a mode of reckoning. 

4° For the forefts of the Black Sea, confult Toumefort, Lettre 
XVI. ; for the marble quarries of Proconnefus, fee Strabo, 1 . xiii. 

p. 588. 
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artificers urged the conclufion of the work with c ” v ^ r p 

inceffant toil : but the impatience of Conftantine i 

foon difcovered, that, in the decline of the arts, 
the Ikill as well as numbers of his archite&s bore 
a very unequal proportion to the greatnefs of his 
defigns. The magiftrates of the molt diftant 
provinces were therefore dire&ed to inftitute 
Ichools, to appoint profelTors, and, by the hopes 
of rewards and privileges, to engage in the ftudy 
and pratftice of archicc&ure a fufficienr number 
of ingenious youths, who had received a liberal 
education 4 ‘. The buildings of the new city were 
executed by fuch artificers as the reign of Con- 
ftantine could afford j but they were decorated 
by the hands of the moft celebrated mafters of 
the age of Pericles and Alexander. To revive 
the genius of Phidias and Lyfippus, furpalfed in- 
deed the power of a Roman emperor ■, but the 
immortal productions which they had bequeathed 
to pofterity were expofed without defence to the 
rapacious vanity of a defpot. By his commands 
the cities of Greece and Afia were defpoiled of 
their moft valuable ornaments + \ The trophies 

p. 588. The latter had already furnilhed the materials of the (lately 
buildings of Cyzicus. 

4 ' See the Codex Theodof. 1 . xiii. tit. iv. leg. 1. This law is 
dated in the year 334-, and was addmTed to the praefe£l of Italy, 
whofe jurifdiftion extended over Africa. The commentary of Gode- 
froy on the whole title well deferves to be confulted. 

4 * Coniiantinopolis dedicatur poene omnium urbium nuditate. 

Hieronym. Chron. p. 181. See Cadmus, p. 8, 9. The author of 
the Antiquitat. Conft. 1 . iii. (apud Banduri Imp. Orient, tom. i. 
p. 41.) enumerates Rome, Sicily, Antioch, Athens, and a long lid: 
of other cities. The provinces of Greece and Ada Minor may be 
Juppofed to have yielded the richeft booty. 

C 2 ©f 
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C xvn P’ mcmora ^ e wars > t ^ e objcfls of religious ve- 
v — t — . ■ neration, the moft finifhed itatues of the gods and 
heroes, of the fages and poets of ancient times, 
contributed to the fplendid triumph of Conftan- 
tinople ; and gave oCcafion to the remark of the 
hiftorian Cedrenus 4J , who obferves, with fome 
enthufiafm, that nothing feemed wanting except 
the fouls of the illuftrious men whom thofe ad- 
mirable monuments were intended to reprefent. 
But it is not in the city of Conftantine, nor in the 
declining period of an empire, when the human 
mind was deprefled by civil and religious flavery, 
that we Ihould feek for the fouls of Homer and of 
Demofthenes. 

Edifices. During the fiege of Byzantium, the conqueror 
had pitched his tent on the commanding eminence 
of the fecond hill. To perpetuate the memory 
of his fuccefs, he chofe the fame advantageous 
pofition for the principal Forum 44 ; which appears 
to have been of a circular, or rather elliptical 
form. The two oppofite entrances formed tri- 
umphal arches ; the porticoes, which inclofed it 
on every fide, were filled with ftatues ; and the 
centre of the Forum was occupied by a lofty 
column, of which a mutilated fragment is now 
degraded by the appellation of the burnt pillar. 
This column was eredted on a pedeftal of white 

4 i Hift. Compend. p. 369. He defcribes the ftatue, or rather 
buft of Homer with a degiee of tafte which plainly indicates that 
Cedrenus copied the ftyle of a more fortunate age. 

44 Zofim. 1 . ii. p. 106. Chron. Alexandria vel Pafchal, p. 28+. 
Ducange Conft. 1 . i. c. 24. Even the laft of thofe writers fcems to 
confound the Forum of Conftantine with the Augufteum, or court of 
the palace. I am not fatisfied whether I have properly diftlnguiftieft 
what belongs to the one and the other. 

marble 


Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


marble twenty feet high; and was compofed of CI ? V ^ I P ’ 
ten pieces of porphyry, each of which meafured u— 
about ten feet in height, and about thirty-three 
in circumference 45 . On the fummit of the pillar, 
above one hundred and twenty feet from the 
ground, flood the coloflal llatue of Apollo. It 
was of bronze, had been tranfported either from 
Athens or from a town of Phrygia, and was fup- 
pofed to be the work of Phidias. The artift had 
reprefented the god of day, or, as it was after- 
wards interpreted, the emperor Conftantine him- 
felf, with a fceptre in his right hand, the globe 
of the world in his left, and a crown of rays glit- 
tering on his head 46 . The Circus, or Hippo- 
drome, was a {lately building about four hundred 
paces in length, and one hundred in breadth 4 ’. 

The fpace between the two met<e or goals was 
filled with ftatues and obelifks : and we may (till 
remark a very fingular fragment of antiquity ; 
the bodies of three ferpents, twifted into one 
pillar of brafs. Their triple heads had once fu'p- 
ported the golden tripod which, after the defeat 
of Xerxes, was confecrated • in the temple of 


45 The molt tolerable account of this column is given by Pococfc. 
Defcription of the Eaft, vol. ii. part ii. p. iji. But it is (till in 
many inftances perplexed and unfatisfaftory. 

46 Ducange Conft. 1 . i. c. 14. p. 76. and his Notes ad Alexiad. 
p. 382. The llatue of Conftantine or Apollo was thrown down un- 
der tire reign of Alexis Comnenus. 

47 Tournefort (Lettre XII.) computes the Atmeidan at four hun- 
dred paces. If he means geometrical paces of five feet each, it was 
three hundred tcifes in length, about forty more than the great Circus 
of Rome. See d'Anville Mefures Itineraires, p. 73. 
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Delphi by the vi&orious Greeks 48 . The beauty 
of the Hippodrome has been long fince defaced 
by the rude hands of the Turkilh conquerors: 
but, under the fimilar appellation of Atmeidan, 
it flill ferves as a place of exercife for their horfes. 
From the throne, whence* the emperor viewed 
the Circenfian games, a winding ftaircafe 49 de- 
fended to the palace ; a magnificent edifice, 
■which fcarcely yielded to the refidence of Rome 
itfelf, and which, together with the dependent 
courts, gardens, and porticoes, covered a con- 
fiderabie extent of ground upon the banks of the 
Propontis between the Hippodrome and the 
church of St. Sophia 5 °. We might likewife 

celebrate 

48 The guardians of the moft holy relics would rejoice if they 

were able to produce fuch a chain of evidence as may be alleged on 
this occafion. See Banduri ad Antiquitat. Conft. p. 668. Gyilius 
de Byzant. 1 . ii. c. 13. 1. The original coniecration of the tripod 

and pillar in the temple of Delphi may be proved from Herodotus 
and Paufanias. 1. The pagan Zofimus agrees with the three eccle- 
fiaftical hiftorians, Eufebius, Socrates, and Sozomen, that the facred 
ornaments of the temple of Delphi were removed to Conflantinople 
by the order of Conftantine ; and among thefe the ferpentine pillar 
of the Hippodrome is particularly mentioned. 3. All the European 
travellers who have vifited Conftantinople, from Eucndelmonte to 
Pocock, defcribe it in the fame place, and almoft in the fame man- 
ner : the differences between them are occafioned only by the injuries 
which it has fuftained from the Turks. Mahomet the Second broke 
the under-jaw of one of the ferpents with a ftroke of his battle-axe. 
Thevenot, 1 . i. c. 17. 

49 The Latin name Cochlea was adopted by the Greeks, and very 
frequently occurs in the Byzantine hiftory. Ducange Conft. 1 . ii. 
c. 1. p. 104. 

5 ° There art three topographical points which indicate the fitOation 
of the palace. 1. The ftair-cafe, which connefled it with the Hip- 
podrome, or Atmeidan. 2. A fmall artificial port on the Propontis, 
from whence there was an eafy afeent, by a flight of marble fttps, 
* to 
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celebrate the baths, which ftill retained the name c **a P. 
of Zeuxippus, after they had been enriched, by 
the munificence of Conftantine, with lofty co- 
lumns, various marbles, and above threefcore 
ftatues of bronze 5 ‘. But we Ihould deviate from 
the defign of this hiftory, if we attempted mi- 
nutely todefcribe the different buildings or quar- 
ters of the city. It may be fufficient to obferve, 
that whatever could adorn the dignity of a great 
capital, or contribute to the benefit or pleafure of 
its numerous inhabitants, was contained within 
the walls of Conftantinople. A particular de- 
fcription, compofed about a century after its 
foundation, enumerates a capitol or fchool of 
learning, a circus, two theatres, eight public, and 
one hundred and fifty-three private, baths, fifty- 
two porticoes, five granaries, eight aquedudts or 
refervoirs of water, four fpacious halls for the 
meetings of the fenate or courts of juftice, four- 
teen churches, fourteen palaces, and four thour> 
fand three hundred and eighty-eight houfes, 
which, for their fize or beauty, deferved to be 

to the gardens of the palace. 3. The Augufteum was a fpacious 
court, one fide of which was occupied by the front of the palace, 
and another by the church of St. Sophia. 

5 * Zeuxippus was an epithet of Jupiter, and the baths were a part 
of old Byzantium. The difficulty of afiigning their true fituation 
has not been felt by Ducange. Hiftory l'eems to con ns: ft them with 
St. Sophia and the palace ; but the original plan, inferted in Banduri, 

" places them on the other fide of the city, near the harbour. For 
their beauties, fee Citron. Pafchal, p. *8 j, and Gyllius de Byzant. 
l.ii.C. 7. Chriftodorus (fee Antiquitat. Confl. 1 . vii.) compofed 
inferiptions in verfe for each of the ftatues. He was a Theban poet 
in genius as well as in birth 1 

Bseotum in craffo jurares aere natura. 

C 4 diftinguilhed 
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• diftinguifhed from the multitude of plebeian 
i habitations 

The populoufnefs of this favoured city was the 
next and moft ferious object of the attention of 
its founder. In the dark ages which fucceeded 
the tranflation of the empire, the remote and the 
immediate confequences of that memorable event 
were ftrangely confounded by the vanity of the 
Greeks, and the credulity of the Latins It was 
afierted, and believed, that all the noble families 
of Rome, the fenate, and the equeftrian order, 
with their innumerable attendants, had followed 
their emperor to the banks of the Propontis; that 
a fpurious race of ftrangers and plebeians was 
left to pofTefs the folitude of the ancient capital ; 
and that the lands of Italy, long fince converted 
into gardens, were at once deprived of cultivation 
and inhabitants 5+ . In the courfe of this hiftory, 
fuch exaggerations will be reduced to their juft 

5 Z See the Notitia. Rome only reckoned 1780 large houfes, tk- 
vnt ; but the word muft have had a more dignified fignification. No 
infuU are mentioned at Conftantinople. The old capital confided of 
424 ftrects, the new of 322. 

55 Liutprand. Legatio ad Imp. Nicephorum, p. 153. The mo- 
dern Greeks have ftrangely disfigured the antiquities of Conftanti- 
nople. We might excufe the' errors of the Turkifli or. Arabian 
writers ; but it is fomewhat allonilhing, that the Greeks, who had 
accefs to the authentic materials preferved in their own language, 
Ihould prefer fittion to truth, and loofe tradition to genuine hiftory. 
In a (ingle page of Codinus we may deteft twelve unpardonable mif- 
takes ; the reconciliation of Severus and Niger, the marriage of theia 
fon and -daughter, the ftege of Byzantium by the Macedonians, the 
invafion of the Gauls, which recalled Severus to Rome, the fxty 
years which elapfed from his death to the foundation of Conftanti- 
nople, (Se. 

H Montefijuieu, Grandeur et Decadence des Romanis, c. 17. 

yaluf ; 
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value: yet, fince the growth of Conflantinople c -]? v ^ p ‘ 
cannot be afcribed to the general increafe of man- ■_ — w — 
kind and of induftry, it muft be admitted, that 
this artificial colony was raifed at the expence of 
the ancient cities of the empire. Many opulent 
fenators of Rome, and of the Eaftern provinces, 
were probably invited by Conftantine to adopt 
for their country the fortunate fpot which he had 
chofen for his own refidence. The invitations of 
a mailer are fcarcely to be diltinguilhed from 
commands j and the liberality of the emperor ob- 
tained a ready and cheerful obedience. He be- 
llowed on his favourites the palaces which he had 
built in the feveral quarters of the city, afiigned 
them lands and penfions for the fupport of their 
dignity 55 , and alienated the demefnes of Pontus 
and Afia, to grant hereditary eftates by the eafy 
tenure of maintaining a houfe in the capital 5 *. 

But thefe encouragements and obligations foon 
became fuperfluous, and were gradually abolilh- 
ed. Wherever the feat of government is fixed, a 


SS Themift. Orat. iii. p. 48. edit. Hardouin. Sozomen, 1 . ii. 
C. 3. Zofim. 1 . ii. p. 107. Anonym. Valefian. p. 715. If we 
could credit Codinus (p. 10.), Conftantine built houfes for the fe- 
nators on the exaft model of their Roman palaces, and gratified 
them, as well as himfelf, with the pleafure of an agreeable furprifc ; 
but the whole ftory is full of fiftions and inconfiftencies. 

5* The law by which the younger Theodofius, in the year 438, 
abol idled this tenure, may be found among the Novellas of that em- 
peror at the head of the Theodofian Code, tom. vi. nov. 12. M. de 
Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, tom. iv. p. 371.) has evidently 
miftaken the nature of thefe eftates. With a grant from the Imperial 
demefnes, the fame condition was accepted as a favour which would 
juftly have been deemed a hard (hip, if it had been impofed \tpon pri- 
vate property. ... 

confider^ble 
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C xvii P ’ con ^ cra ^^ e P 1 ** f ^ e public revenue will be 

^ y . -,‘— expended by the prince himfelf, by his minifters, 

by the officers of juftice, and by the domeftics of 
the palace. The mod wealthy of the provincials 
will be attra&ed by the powerful motives of inte- 
refl and duty, of amufement and curiofity. A 
third and more numerous clafs of inhabitants will 
infenfibly be formed, of fervants, of artificers, 
and of merchants, who derive their fubfiftence 
from their own labour, and from the wants or 
luxury of the fuperior ranks. In lefs than a cen- 
tury, Conftantinople difputed with Rome itfelf 
the pre-eminence of riches and numbers. New 
piles of buildings, crowded together with too 
little regard to health or convenience, fcarcely al- 
lowed the intervals of narrow ftreets for the per- 
petual throng of men, ofhorfes, and of carriages. 
The allotted fpace of ground was infufficient to 
contain the increafing people; and the additional 
foundations, which, on either fide, were advanc- 
ed into the fea, might alone have compoled a 
very confiderable city sr . 

Privileges. The frequent and regular diftributions of wine 
and oil, of corn or bread, of money or provifions, 
had almoft exempted the poorer citizens of Rome 
from the neceflity of labour. The magnificence 
of the firft Casfars was in fome meafure imitated 

t 

57 The paflages of Zofimus, of Eunapius, of Soiomen, and of 
Agathias, which relate to the increafe of buildings and inhabitants 
at Conftantinople, are col left ed and conne&ed by Gyllius de Byzant. 
1 . i. c. 3. Sidonius Apollinaris (in Panegyr. Anthem. 36. p. *90. 
edit. Sirmond) defcribes the moles that were puttied forwards into 
the fea ; they con filled of the famous Puzzolan land, which hardens 
in the water. 

by 
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by the founder of Conftantinople 58 : but his libe- chap. 
rality, however it might excite the applaufe of the . 
people, has incurred the cenfure of pofterity. A 
nation of legiflators and conquerors might aflert 
their claim to the harvefts of Africa, which had 
been purchafed with their blood ; and it was art- 
fully contrived by Auguftus, that, in the enjoy- 
ment of plenty, the Romans Ihould lofe the me- 
mory of freedom. But the prodigality of Con- 
ftantine could not beexcufed by any confideration 
either of public or private intereft j and the an- 
nual tribute of corn impofed upon Egypt for the 
benefit of his new capital, was applied to feed a 
lazy and infolent populace, at the expence of the 
hufbandmen of an induftrious province 5C . Some 
other regulations of this emperor are lefs liable to 
blame, but they are lefs deferving of notice. 

He divided Conftantinople into fourteen regions 
or quarters 60 , dignified the public council with 


5 * Soromen, I. ii. c. 3. Philoftorg. 1 . ii. c. 9. Codin. Antiqui- 
tat. Conft. p. 8. It appears by Socrates, 1 . ii. c. 13, that the daily 
allowances of the city confided of eight myriads of nrv, which we 
may either tranflate with Valelius by the words modii of com, or con- 
fid er as expreflive of the number of loaves of bread. 

59 See Cod. Theodof. 1 . xiii. and xiv. and Cod. Juftinian. 
Edift. xii. tom. ii. p. 648. edit. Genev. See the beautiful 
complaint of Rome in the poem of Claudian de Bell. Gildonico, 
rer. 46— 64. 

Cum fubiit par Roma mihi, divifaque fumfit 
Atquales aurora togas ; -ffigyptia rara 
In partem ceffere novam. 

60 The regions of Conftantinople are mentioned in the code of 
Juftinian, and particularly deferibed in the Notitia of the younger 
Theodofiusj but as the four laft of them are not included within the - 
wall of Conftantine, it may be doubted whether this divifion of the 
city Ihould be referred to the founder. 

3 the 
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the appellation of Senate 6 ', communicated to the 
citizens the privileges of Italy 6 % and bellowed 
on the riling city the title of Colony, the firft and 
moll favoured daughter of ancient Rome. The 
venerable parent dill maintained the legal and ac- 
knowledged fupremacy, which was due to her 
age, to her dignity, and to the remembrance of 
her former greatnefs 63 . 

As Conllantine urged the progrefs of the work 
with the impatience of a lover, the walls, the por- 
ticoes, and the principal edifices were completed 
in a few years, or, according to another account, 
in a few months 64 : but this extraordinary dili- 
gence 

% 

61 Senatum conftituit fecund i ordinis ; Claras vocavit. Anonyn. 
Valelian. p. 713. The fenators of old Rome were ftiled Clari/pmj. 
See a curious note of Valefius and Ammian. Marcellin. xxii. 9. 
From the eleventh epiftle of Julian, it fhould feem that the place of 
fentttor was confidere 1 as a burthen, rather than as an honour : but 
the Abbe dc la Bletterie (Vie de Jovien, tom. ii. p. 371.) has 
fliewn that this epiftle could not relate to Conftantinople. Might we 
not read, inftead of the celebrated name of the obfeure but 

more probable word Bw.-u04»mc f Bifanthe or Rhoedeftus, now Rho- 
dofto, was a linall maritime city of Thrace. See Stephan. Byz. de 
Urbibus, p. *15. and Cellar. Geograph, tom. i. p. 849. 

61 Cod. Theodof. i. xiv. 13. The Commentary of Godefroy 
(tom. v. p. 220.) is long, but perplexed ; nor indeed is it eafy to 
alcertain in what the Jus Italicum could confift, after the freedom of 
the city had been communicated to the whole empire. 

6 J Julian (Orat. i. p. 8.) celebrates Conftantinople as not lef? 
fuperior to all other cities, than fbe was inferior to Rome itfelf. His 
learned commentator (Spanheim, p. 75, 76.) juftifies this language 
by feveral parallel and contemporary inftances. Zoftmus, as well as 
Socrates and Sozomen, flourilhed after the divilipn of the empire be- 
tween the two Tons of Theodofius, which eftablilhed a perfect equality 
between the old and the new capital. 

f, + Cdclinus (Antiquitat. p. 8.) affirms, that the foundations of 
Conftantinople were laid in the year of the world 5S37 (A. D. 329) 
ptj the 26th of September, and that (he city was dedicated the nth 

of 
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gence ffiould excite the lefs admiration, fince c ^ ap. 
many of the buildings were finilhed in fo hafty > — v — * 
and imperfect a manner, that, under the fucceed- 
ing reign, they were preferved with difficulty 
from impending ruin 6s . But while they difplay- 
ed the vigour and frefhnefs of youth, the founder 
prepared to celebrate the dedication of his city es . 

The games and largefles which crowned the pomp 
of this memorable feftival may eafily be fuppofed : 
but there is one circumftance of a more finguiar 1 
and permanent nature, which ought not entirely 
to be overlooked. As often as the birth-day of 
the city returned, the ftatue of Conftantine, 
framed, by his order, of gilt wood, and bearing 
in its right-hand a fmall image of the genius of 
the place, was erefted on a triumphal car. The 
guards, carrying white tapers, and clothed in 
their richeft apparel, accompanied the folemn 
proceffion as it moved through the Hippodrome. 

of May 5838 (A. D. 330.). He connetts thefe dates with feveral 
charafleriftic epochs, but they contradict each other; the authority of 
Codinus is of little weight, gnd the fpace which he affigns ir.uft ap- 
pear inefficient. The term of ten years is given us by Julian 
(Orat. i. p. 8.), and Spanheim labours to eftablifh the truth of ic 
(p. 69 — 7j), by the help of two palfages from Themiftius (Orat. 
iv. p. 58. ) and Philoftorgius ( 1 . ii. c. 9.), which form a period 
from the year 324 to the year 334. Modern critics are divided con- 
cerning this point of chronology, and their different fentiments are 
very accurately difcuffed by Tillemont, Hill, des Empereurs, tom. iv, 
p. 619 — 615. 

6 5 Themiftius, Orat. iii. p. 47. Zofim. 1 . ii. p. 108. Conftan- 
tine himfelf, in one of his laws (Cod. Theod. 1 . xv. tit. i.), betrays 
his impatience. 

66 Cedrenus and Zonaras, faithful to the mode of luperftition 
which prevailed in their own times, adore us, that Conftantinople 
was confecrated to the Virgin Mother of God. 

When 
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C xvn P ’ lt was °PP°fi te to { he throne of the reign- 

■L.--V «Lf ing emperor, he rofe from his feat, and with 
grateful reverence adored the memory of his pre- 
deceffor 67 . At the feftival of his dedication, 
an edi£t, engraved on a column of marble, be- 
llowed the title of Second or New Rome on the 
city of Conftantine 0 ’. But the name of Conftan- 
tinople 69 has prevailed over that honourable epi- 
thet; and, after the revolution of fourteen cen- 
turies, ftill perpetuates the fame of its author 70 . 
Form of The foundation of a new capital is naturally 
aent. connected with the eftablifhment of a new form 
of civil and military adminiftration. The diftinft 
view of the complicated fyftem of policy, intro- 
duced by Diocletian, improved by Conftantine, 


®7 The earlieft and moft complete account of this extraordinary 
ceremony may be found in the Alexandrian Chronicle, p. x8j. Til- 
lemont, and the other friends of Conftantine, who are offended with 
the air of Paganifm which feems unworthy of a Chriftian prince, had 
a right to confider it as doubtful, but they were not authorifed to 
omit the mention of it. 

63 Sozomen, 1. ii. c, a. Ducange C. P. 1. i. c. 6. Velut ipfius 
Romae filiam, is the expreffion of Auguftin de Civitat. Dei, 1. v. 
c. a 5. 

6 9 Eutropius, 1.x. c. 8. Julian. Orat. i. p. 8. Ducange C. P. 
1. i. c. j. The name of Conftantinople is extant on the medals of 
Conftantine. 

7° The lively Fontenelle (Dialogues des Morts, xii.) affefts to 
deride the vanity of human ambition, and feems to triumph in the 
difappointment of Conftantine, whofe immortal name is now loft in 
the vulgar appellation of Iftambol, a Turkilh corruption of ns tnt 
wo*;*. Yet the original name is ftill preferred, i. By the nations of 
Europe, a. By the modem Greeks. 3. By the Arabs, whofe 
writings are diffufed over the wide extent of their conquefts in Alia 
and Africa. See d’Herbelot Bibliotheque Orientale, p. 175. 
4. By the more learned Turks, and by tire emperor himfelf in 
his public mandates. Cantemir’s Hiftoiy of the Othman Empire, 
p. 51. 
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and completed by his immediate fucceffors, may c ^ ! v ^ p ' 
not only amufe the fancy by the Angular pi&ure t— y — i 
of a great empire, but will tend to illuftrate the 
fecret and internal caufes of its rapid decay. In 
the purfuit of any remarkable inftitution, we may 
be frequently led into the more early or the more 
recent times of the Roman hiftory j but the pro- 
per limits of this enquiry will be included within 
a period of about one hundred and thirty years, 
from the accefiion of Conftantine to the publica- 
tion of the Theodofian code 1 * ; from which, as 
well as from the Notitia of the eaft and weft 7 *, 
we derive the moft copious and authentic infor- 
mation of the ftate of the empire. This variety 
of objects will fufpend, for fome time, thecourfe 
of the narrative * but the interruption will be cen- 
fured only by thofe readers who are infenfible to 
the importance of laws and manners, while they 
perufe, with eager curiofity, the tranfient in- 
trigues of a court, or the accidental event of a 
battle. 

The manly pride of the Romans, content with Hierarchy 
fubftantial power, had left to the vanity of the oflh< - ,tate ’ 
eaft the forms and ceremonies of oftentatious 


7 ' The Theodofian code was promulgated A. D. 438. See the 
Prolegomena of Godefroy, c. i. p. 185. 

7 * Pancirolus, in his elaborate Commentary, afligns to the No- 
titia a date almoft fnnilar to that of the Theodofian code ; but his 
proofs, or rather conjeflures, are extremely feeble. I Ihould be 
rather inclined to place this ufeful work between the final divifion of 
the empire (A. D. 395), and the fuccefsful invafion of Gaul by the 
Barbarians (A. D. 407). See Hiftoire des anciens Peuples de 
I'liurope, tom. vii. p. 40. 

greatnefs. 
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C xvn P ’ S reatnefs ” ' ® ut w ^ en they loft even the fefn- 
y ' - blance of thofe virtues which were derived from 
their ancient freedom, the fimplicity of Roman 
manners was infenfibly corrupted by the ftately 
affectation of the courts of Afia. The diftinc- 
tionsof perfonal merit and influence, foconfpicu- 
ous in a republic, fo feeble and obfcure under a 
monarchy, were abolifhed by the defpotifm of the 
emperors ; who fubftituted in their room a fevere 
fubordination of rank and office, from the titled 
flaves who were feated on the fteps of the throne, 
to the meanefl: inftruments of arbitrary power. 
This multitude of abjeCt dependents was intereft- 
ed in the fupport of the aCtual government, from 
the dread of a revolution, which might at once 
confound their hopes, and intercept the reward 
of their fervices. In this divine hierarchy (for 
fuch it is frequently ftyled), every rank was 
marked with the mod fcrupulous exaClnefs, and 
its dignity was difplayed in a variety of trifling 
and folemn ceremonies, which it was a ftudy to 
learn, and a facrilege to negleft 7+ . The purity 
of the Latin language was debafed, by adopting, 
in the intercourfe of pride and flattery, aprofufion 

75 Scilicet extern* fuperbiae fueto, non inerat notitia noftri (per- 
haps nojirtc) ; apud quos vis Imperii valet, inania tranfmittuntur. 
Tacit. Annal. xv. ji. The gradation' from the ftyle of freedom 
and fimplicity, to that of form and fervitude, may be traced in the 
Epiftles of Cicero, of Pliny, and of Symmachus. 

74 The emperor Gratian, after confirming a law of precedency 
publifhed by Valentinian, the father of his Divinity, thus continues : 
Siquis igitur indebitum fibi locum ufurpaverit, nulla fe ignoratione 
defendat; fitque plane facri/tgii reus, qui divir.a pnecepta neglexerit. 
Cod. Theod. 1. vi. tit. v. leg. a. 
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of epithets, which Tully would fcarcely haveun- CHAP, 
derftood, and which Auguftus would have re- ■_ 'y 
jetted with indignation. The principal officers 
of the empire were faluted, even by the fovereign 
himfelf, with the deceitful titles of your Sincerity , 
your Gravity , your Excellency, your Eminence , your 
fublime and wonderful Magnitude , your illuftrious and 
magnificent Iligbnefs 75 . The codicils or patents of 
their office were curioufly emblazoned with fuch 
emblems as were bell adapted to explain its na- 
ture and high dignity ; the image or portrait of 
the reigning emperors? a triumphal car; the 
book of mandates placed on a table, covered with 
a rich carpet, and illuminated by four tapers ; 
the allegorical figures of the provinces which they 
governed; or the appellations and ftandards of the 
troops whom they commanded. Some of thefe 
official enfigns were really exhibited in their hall 
of audience; others preceded their pompous 
march whenever they appeared in public ; and 
every circumftance of their demeanour, their 
drefs, their ornaments, and their train, was cal- 
culated to infpire a deep reverence for the repre- 
fentatives of fupreme majefty. By a philofophic 
obferver, the fyftem of the Roman government 
might have been miftaken for a fplendid theatre, 
filled with players of every charatter and degree, 
who repeated the language, and imitated the paf- 
fions of their original model 7 ®. 

ft Confult the Nctitia Digmtatum, at the end of the Theodofian 
Code, tom. vi. p. 316. 

f 6 Pancirolus ad Notitiam utriufque Imperii, p. 39. But his ex- 
planations are obfeure, and he does not fufficiently diftinguilh the 
painted emblems from the effective eniign9 of office. 

y<?t. hi. d ah 
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CHAP. 

XVII. 


Three 
ranks of 
honour. 


All the magiflrates of fufficient importance CO 
find a place in the general ftate of the empire-, 
were accurately divided into three clafles. i. The 
Jllujirious. 1 . The Spebla biles, or Rcfpe liable : 
And 3. The Clarijfimi •> whom we may tranflate 
by the word Honourable. In the times of Roman 
fimplicity, the laft- mentioned epithet was ufed 
only as a vague expreffion of deference, till it be~ 
came at length the peculiar and appropriated title 
of all who were members of the fenate ”, and 
confequently of all who, from that venerable body, 
were feleded to govern the provinces. The va- 
nity of thofe who, from their rank and office, 
might claim a fuperior diftindion above the reft 
of the fenatorial order, was long afterwards in- 
dulged with the new appellation of Refpeftable : 
but the title of Illujlricus was always referved to 
fome eminent perfonages who were obeyed or re- 
verenced by the two fubordinate clafles. It was 
communicated only, I. To the confuls and patri- 
cians ; II. To the prsetorian prtefeds, with the 
.prsefeds of Rome and Conftantinople j III. To 
the mailers general of the cavalry and the in- 
fantry j and, IV. To the feven minifters of the 
palace, who exercifed their faired fundions about 
the perfon of the emperor 78 . Among thofe illuf- 
trious magiflrates who were efteemed co-ordinate 
with each other, the feniority of appointment 


77 In the Pande&s, which may be referred to the reigns of ' 
the Antonines, Clarijfimus is the ordinary and legal title of a 
fenator. > 

7* Pancirol. p. 11 — 17 . I have not taken any notice of the two 
inferior ranks, PerfcBiffimus, and Egrtgiut, which were given to many ; 
perfons, who were jiot railed to the fenatorial dignity. 

.. gave 
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gave place to the union of dignities 79 . By the 
expedient of honorary codicils, the emperors, who i — ¥ — f 
were fond of multiplying their favours, might 
fometimes gratify the vanity, though not the am- 
bition, of impatient courtiers 80 . 

I. As long as the Roman confuls were the firft J]" 1 ' 011 * 

O Jyl e 

magiftrates of a free ftate, they derived their right 
to power from the choice of the people. As long 
as the emperors condefcended to difguife the fer- 
vitude which they impofed, the confuls were ftill 
elefted by the real or apparent fufrrage of the fe- 
nate. From the reign of Diocletian, even thefe 
veftiges of liberty were abolilhed, and the fuc- 
cefsful candidates who were inverted with the an- 
nual honours of the conlulfliip, affedted to de- 
plore the humiliating condition of their predecef- 
i'ors. The Scipios and Catos had been reduced 
to folicit the votes of plebeians, to pafs through 
the tedious and expenfive forms of a popular elec- 
tion, and to expofe their dignity to the fhame of a 
public refufal ■, while their own happier fate had 
referved them for an age and government in 
which the rewards of virtue were afligned by the 
unerring wifdom of a gracious fovereign 8 ‘. In 
the epiftles which the emperor addrefled to the 
two confuls eledl, it was declared, that they were 


79 Cod. Theodor. 1. vl. tit. vi. The rules of precedency ara 
afcertained with the mod minute accuracy by the emperors, and iU 
luftrated with equal prolixity by their learned interpreter. 

80 Cod. Theod. 1. vi. tit. xxii. 

Rl Aulonius (in Gratiaium Aftione) bafely expatiates on this un-* 
worthy topic, which is managed by Mamertinus (Panegyr. Vet. xi. 
j 6 . 19 .) with fomewhat more freedom and ingenuity. 

D 2 created 
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C xvn P ' create ^ by his foie authority ", Their names and 
v— -v—^ portraits, engraved on gilt tablets of ivory, were 
difperfed over the empire as prefents to the pro- 
vinces, the cities, the magiftrates, the fenate, and 
the people ,1 . Their folemn inauguration was 
performed at the place of the Imperial refidence j 
and during a period of one hundred and twenty 
years, Rome was conftantly deprived of the pre- 
fence of her ancient magiftrates *\ On the morn- 
ing of the firft of January, the confuls afiumed 
the enfigns of their dignity. Their drefs was a 
robe of purple, embroidered in filk and gold, 
and fometimes ornamented with coftly gems'*. 

** Cum de Confulibus in annum creandis, folus mecum voluta- 
rem . . . te Confulem et defignavi, et declaravi, et prierem nun- 
cupavi : are fome of the expreflions employed by the emperor Gradan 
to his prseceptor the poet Aufonius. 

*3 Immanefque .... dentes 

Qui fefli ferro in tabulas auroque micantes, 

Infcripd rutilum coelato Confule nomen 
Per proceres et vulgus eaut. 

Claud, in ii Conf. Sdlichon. 456. 

Montfaucon has reprefented fome of thefe tablets or dypticlcs ; fee 
Supplement a l’Antiquite expliqu£e, tom. iii. p. sao. 

*4 Confute laetat'ur poll plurima faecula vifo 
Pallanteus apex : agnofeunt roftra curules 
Auditas quondam proavis : defuetaque cingit 
Regius auratis Fora fafeibus Ulpia liftor. 

Claudian in vi Conf. Honorii. 643. 
From the reign of Carus to the fixth confullhip of Honorius, there 
was an interval of one hundred and twenty years, during which the 
emperors were always abfent from Rome on the firft day of January. 
See the Chronologie de Tillemont, tom. iii. iv. and v. 

g S See Claudian in Conf. Prob. et Olybrii 178, &c. and in iv Conf. 
Honorii, 585, &c. 5 though in the latter it is not eafy to feparate the 
Ornaments of the emperor from thofe of the conful. Aufonius re- 
ceived, from the liberality of Gratian, a vejtii falmata , or robe 
of ftate, in which tire figure of the emperor Cunllandus was em- 
broidered. 

On 
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On this folemn occafion they were attended by Chap. 

7 7 XVII. 

the mod eminent officers of the ftate and army, 

in the habit of fenators •, and the ufelefs fafces, 
armed with the once formidable axes, were borne 
before them by the liftors es . The proceffion 
moved from the palace 87 to the Forum, or prin- 
cipal fquare of the city j where the confuls 
afcended their tribunal, and feated themfelves in 
the curule chairs, which were framed after the 
faffiion of ancient times. They immediately ex- 
ercifed an aft of jurifdiftion, by the manumiffion 
of a flave, who was brought before them for that 
purpofe j and the ceremony was intended to re- 
prefent the celebrated aftion of the elder Brutus, 
the author of liberty and of the confullhip, when 
he admitted among his fellow-citizens the faith- 
ful Vindex, who had revealed the confpiracy of 
the Tarquins 88 . The public feftival was con- 
tinued during feveral days in all the principal 
cities j in Rome, from cuftom ; in Conftanti- 


*® Cemis et armorum proceres legumque potentes s 
Patricias fumunt habitus ; et more Gabino 
Difcoior incedit legio, pofitifque parumper 
Bellorum (ignis, fequitur vexilla Quirini. 

Liftori cedunt aquilae, ridetque togatus 
Miles, et in mediis effulget curia caftris. 

Claud, in iv Conf. Honorti, 5. 

■ ftr&efjue procul radiare feeurts. 

In Conf. Prob. *19. 

*7 See Valefius ad Ammian. Marcellin. 1. xxii. c. 7. 

** Aufpice mox l*to fonuit clamore tribunal ; 

Te faftos ineunte quater ; folemnia ludit 
Omnia libertas : deduftum vindice morem 
Lex fervat, famulufque jugo laxa'tus herili 
Pucitur, et grato remeat fecurior i£lu. 

Claudian in iv Conf. Honorii, fill. 

D 3 nople. 
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C xvn P * n0 Pl e > from imitation; in Carthage, Antioch, 
v . — y~— i and Alexandria, from the love of pleafure and 
the fuperfluity of wealth * 9 . In the two capitals 
of the empire the annual . games of the theatre, 
the circus, and the amphitheatre 9 °, coft four 
thoufand pounds of gold, (about) one hundred 
and fixty thoufand pounds fterling : and if fo 
heavy an expence furpafled the faculties or the in- 
clination of .the magiftrates themfelves, the fum 
was fupplied from the Imperial treafury 9 \ As 
foon as the confuls had difcharged thefe cuftomary 
duties, they were at liberty to retire into the 
fhade of private life, and to enjoy, during the 
remainder of the year, the undifturbed contem- 
plation of their own greatnefs. They no longer 
prefided in the national councils; they no longer 
executed the refolutions of peace or war. Their 
abilities (unlefs they were employed in more efi- 
feftive offices) were of little moment ; and their 
names ferved only as the legal date of the year 
in which they had filled the chair of Marius and of 
Cicero, Yet it was ftill felt and acknowledged, 
in the laft period of Roman fervitude, that this 
empty name might be compared, and even pre- 

*9 Celebrant quidem folemnes iftos dies, omnes ubique urbes qu* 
fub legibus agunt; et Roma de more, et Conftantinopolis de imita., 
tione, et Antiochia pro luxu, et difcinfta Carthago, et domus 
Huminis Alexandria, led Treviri Principis bencficio. Aufonius in 
Grat. Attione. 

9 ° Claudian (in Conf. Mall. Theodori, 479 — 331.) defcribes, in 
a lively and fanciful manner, the various games of the circus, the 
theatre, and the amphitheatre, exhibited by the new conful. The 
fanguinary combats of gladiators had already been prohibited. 

9’ Procopius in Hilt. Arcana, c. a6. 

ferred, 
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ferred, to the pofleffion of fubdantial power. c ^,^ p 
The title of conful was dill the mod fplendid ob- v— 
jc<5l of ambition, the nobled reward of virtue and 
loyalty. The emperors themfclves, who difdain- , 
ed the faint fhadow of the republic, were confcious 
that they acquired an additional fplendour and ma- 
jedy as often as they affumed the annual honours 
of the confular dignity 9 *. 

The proudeft and mod 

can be found in any age or country, between the 
nobles and the people, is perhaps that of the Pa- 
tricians and the Plebeians, as it was edablidied in 
the fird age of the Roman republic. Wealth and 
honours, the offices of the date, and the ceremo- 
nies of religion, were almod exclufively podefied 
by the former; who preferving the purity of their 
blood with the mod infulcing jealoufy M , held 
their clients in a condition of fpecious vaflalage. 

But thefe didin&ions, fo incompatible with the 
fpirit of a free people, were removed, after a 
long druggie, by the perfevering efforts of the 
Tribunes. The mod a&ive and fuccefsful of the 
Plebeians accumulated wealth, afpired to ho- 


perfeft feparation which The Pa- 

* * tnnan* 


9 * In Confillatu honos fine labore fufeipitur, (Mamerlin in 
Panegyr. Vet. xi. i.) l his exalted idea of the confulfhip is borrow- 
ed from an Oration (iii. p. 107.) pronoun- ed by Julian in the 
- (civile court of Conl'antius. See the Abbe tie la Bleterie (Mcmoires 
de TAcadcmie, tom. xxiv. p. 187.), who delights to putfue the 
vefUges of the old couftilution, and who fometimes finds them in hie 
copious fancy. 

9 ! Intermarriages between the Patricians and Plebeians were pro- 
hibited by the laws of the XII Tables ; and the unifoim operations 
of human nature may attelf that the cudom furvived the law. See in 
Livy (iv. 1 —6.), the pride of family urged by the conlul, and the 
fights of mankind afferted by the tribune Canuleius. 

D 4 nours. 
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^xvn P nours > deferved triumphs, contrafted alliances* 
and, after fome generations, aflumed the pride of 
ancient nobility 94 . The Patrician families, on 
the other hand, whofe original number was nevet 
recruited till the end of the commonwealth, either 
failed in the ordinary courfe of nature, or were ex- 
tinguilhed in fo many foreign and domeftic wars, 
or, through a want of merit or fortune, infenfibly 
mingled with the mafs of the people M . Very few 
remained who could derive their pifre and ge- 
nuine origin from the infancy of the city, or even 
from that of the republic, when Casfar and Au- 
guftus, Claudius and Vefpafian, created from the 
body of the fenate a competent number of nevfr 
Patrician families, in the hope of perpetuating 
an order, which was ftill confidered as honour- 
able and facred 9 *. But thefe artificial fupplies 

(in 


9 + See the animated pictures drawn by Salluft, in the Jurgurthine 
war, of the pride of the nobles, and even of the virtuous Metellus, 
who was unable to brook the idea that the honour of the confullhip . 
fhould be bellowed on the obfeure merit of his lieutenant Marius 
(c. 64). Two hundred years before, the race of the Metelli 
themfelves were confounded among the Plebeians of Rome ; and 
from the etymology of their name of Cttciliui, there is reafon 
to believe that thofe haughty nobles derived their origin from a 
futler. 1 

91 In the year of Rome 800, very few remained, not only of the 
old Patrician families, but even of thofe which had been created by 
Caefar and Auguftus. (Tacit. Annal. xi. *j.) The family of 
Scaurus (a branch of the Patrician AEmilii) was degraded fo low 
that his father, who exercifed the trade of a charcoal-merchant, left 
him only ten flaves, and fomewhat lefs than three hundred pounds 
fterling. (Valerius Maximus, 1 . iv. c. 4. n. it., Aurel. Viftor in 
Scauro.) The family wasfaved from oblivion by the merit of the 
Jbn. 

9 « Tacit. Annal. xi. *5. Dion Caflius, ]. lii. p. 693. The 
virtues of Agricola, who was created a Patrician by the emperor Ve- 
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{in which the reigning houfe was always included) p> 
were rapidly fwept away by the rage of tyrants, i_ - w - j 
by frequent revolutions, by the change of man- 
ners, and by the intermixture of nations 97 . ’ Little 
more was left* when Conflantine afcended the 
throne,' than a vague and imperfeft tradition, that 
the Patricians had once been the firft of the Ro- 
mans. To form a body of nobles, whofe influ- 
ence may xeftrain, while it fecures the authority 
of the monarch, would have been very incon- 
fiftent with the character and policy of Conftan- 
tine j but had he ferioufly entertained fuch a de- 
fign, it might have exceeded the meafure of his 
power to ratify, by an arbitrary edift, an inftitu- 
tion which muft expeft the fanftion of time and of 
opinion. He revived, indeed, the title of Pa- 
tricians, but he revived it as a perfonal, not as 
an hereditary diftin&ion. They yielded only to 
the tranfient fuperiority of the annual confulsj 
but they enjoyed the pre-eminence over all the 
• great officers of ftate, with the moft familiar ac- 
cefs to the perfon of the prince. This honour- 
able rank was beftowed on them for life ; and as 
they were ufually favourites, and minifters who 
had grown old in the Imperial court, the true 

fpafian, refle&ed honour on that ancient order ; but his aneeftors had 
tot any claim beyond an Equeftrian nobility. 

97 This failure would have been almoft impartible if it were true, 
as Cafaubon compels Aurelius Viftor to affirm (ad Sueton. in 
Cfcfdr. c, 4 ». See Hift. Auguft. p. soj. and Cafaubon. Comment, 
j. a»o.}, that Vefpafian created at once a thoufand Patrician families. 

But this extravagant number is too much even for the whole Sena- 
torial order, unlefs we ffiould include all the Roman knights who 
were diAinguiffied by the permiffion of wearing the laticlave. 

3 etymology 
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C xvn P etymology of the word was perverted by igner* 

t — -/ ranee and flattery j and the Patricians of Con- 
ftantine were reverenced as the adopted Fathers 
of the ‘emperor and the republic 9S . 

The Prx- H. xhe fortunes of the Praetorian prxfe&s 

torian prse- . 1 

fe£ls. were eflfentially different from thefe of the confuls 
and patricians. The latter /aw their ancient great- 
nefs evaporate in a vain title. The former, rifing 
by degrees from the molt humble condition, were 
inverted with the civil and military adminiftra- 
tion of the Roman world. From the reign of 
Severus to that of Diocletian, the guards and the 
palace, the laws and the finances, the armies and 
the provinces, were intruded to their fuperintend- 
ing care; and, like the Vizirs of the Eaft, they 
held with one hand the feal, and with the 
other the ftandard, of the empire. The ambition 
of the prxfe&s, always formidable, and fome? 
times fatal to the mailers whom they ferved, 
was fupported by the ftrength of the Prxtorian 
bands j but after thole haughty troops had been 
weakened by Diocletian, and finally fuppreflfed 
by Conftantine, the prxfedts, who furvived their 
fall, were reduced without difficulty to the fta- 
tion of ufeful and obedient minifters. When they 
were no longer refponfible for the fafety of the 
emperor’s perfon, they refigned the jurifdiflion 
which they had hitherto claimed and exercifed 
over all the departments of the palace. They 
were deprived by Conftantine of all military com- 
mand, as foon as they had ceafed to lead into the 

9 s Zofimus, I, ii, p, 118. ; and Godefroy ad Cod. Theodof. f. vi. 
tit. vi, 

field, 
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field, under their immediate orders, the flower of p ” 

the Roman tijoops; and at length, by a Angular • 

revolution, the captains of the guards were trans- 
formed into the civil magiftrates of the provinces. 
According to the plan of government inftituted 
by Diocletian, the four princes had each their 
Prtetorian prasfec^ ; and, after the monarchy was 
once more united in the perfon of Conftantine, he 
ftill continued to create the fame number of four 
prefects, and entrufted to their care the fame 
provinces which they already adminiftered. I. 

The praefedt of the Eaft ftretched his ample juril- 
didtion into the three parts of the globe which 
were fubjedt to the Romans, from the cataradts 
of the Nile to the banks of the Phafis, and from 
the mountains of Thrace to the frontiers of Per- 
fia. 2 . The important provinces of Pannonia, 

Dacia, Macedonia, and Greece, once acknow- 
ledged the authority of the prjefedt of Illyricum. 

3. The power of the prsefedt of Italy was not con- 
fined to the country from whence he derived his 
title j it extended over the additional territory of 
Rhnetia as far as the banks of the Danube, over 
the dependent iflands of the Mediterranean, and 
over that part of the continent of Africa which 
lies between the confines of Cyrene and thofe of 
Tingitania. 4. The prasfedt of the Gauls com- 
prehended under that plural denomination the 
kindred provinces of Britain and Spain, and his 
authority was obeyed from the wall of Antoninus 
to the fort of Mount Atlas 

After 

99 Zofimus, 1. ii. p. IQ 9 , no. If we had not fortunately pof- 
fefled tliis fatisfaflory account of the divifion of the power and pro- 
vinces 
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chap. After the Praetorian prsefedh had been difmified 

XVII \ * 

. ' . from all military command, the civil fundtions 

which they were ordained to exercife over fo 
many fubjedt nations, were adequate to the am- 
bition and abilities of the moil confummate mi- 
nifters. To their wifdom was committed the fu- 
preme fdminiftration of juftice and of the finances, 
the two objedts which, in a ftare of peace, com- 
prehend almoft all the refpedtive duties of the 
fovereign and of the people * of the former, to 
protedt the citizens who are obedient to the 
laws j of the latter, to contribute the fliare of 
their property which is required for the expences 
of the ftate. The coin, the highways, the ports, 
the granaries, the manufadtures, whatever could 
intereft the public profperity, was moderated by 
the authority of the Praetorian praefedls. As the 
immediate reprefentatives of the Imperial n?a- 
jefty, they were empowered to explain, to enforce, 
and on fome occafions to modify, the general 
edidts by their difcretionary prdclamations. They 
watched over the condudt of the provincial go- 
vernors, removed the negligent, and inflidted 
punifhments on the guilty. From all the inferior 
jurifdidtions, an appeal in every matter of im- 
portance, either civil or criminal, might be 
brought before the tribunal of the praefcdt ; but 
bis fentence was final and abfolute j and the em- 
perors themfelves refufed to admit any complaints 
againft the judgment or the integrity of a magi- 

vlnces of the Praetorian praefefU, we fhould frequently have been 
perplexed amidft the copious details of the Code, and the circum- 
ftantial minutenefs of the Notitia, 

' ftratc 
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ftrate whom they honoured with fuch unbounded CHAP. 
confidence' 00 . His appointments were fuitable w 
to his dignity ,0 * and if avarice was his ruling 
paffion, he enjoyed frequent opportunities of col- 
lecting a rich harveft of fees, of prefents, and of 
perquifites. Though the emperors no longer 
dreaded the ambition of their prjefeCts, they were 
attentive to counterbalance the power of this great 
office by the uncertainty and Ihortnefs of its du- 
ration ,0 \ 

From their fuperior importance and dignity, Thepne- 
Rome and Conftantinople were alone excepted Rome and 
from the jurifdiCtion of the Prtetorian pr*efeCU. 

The immenfe fize of the city, and the experience 
of the tardy, ineffectual operation of the laws, had 
furnilhed the policy of Augustus with a fpecious 
pretence for introducing a new magiftrate, who 
alone could reftrain a fervile and turbulent popu- 


»°o See a law of Conftantine himfelf. A prsefe&is autem prx- 
torio provocate, non finimus. Coil. Juftinian. 1 . vii. tit. lxii. leg. 
19. Charifius, a lawyer of the time of Conftantine (Heinec. Hift. 
Juris Romani, p. 349.), who admits this law as a fundamental 
principle of jurilprudence, compares the Praetorian prsefefts to the 
mailers of the horle of the ancient di&ators, Pandeft. 1 . i. 
tit. xi. 

101 When Juftinian, in the exhaufted condition of the empire, 
inftituted a Praetorian prsefeft for Africa, he allowed him a falary 
of one hundred pounds of gold. Cod. Juftinian. 1 . i. tit. xxvii. 
leg. 1. 

tct For this, and the other dignities of the empire, it may be 
fufficient to refer to the ample commentaries of Pancirolus and 
Godefroy, who have diligently collefted and accurately digefted in 
their proper order all the legal and hiltorical materials. From thofe 
authors, Dr. Howell (Hiftory of the World, vol. ii. p. 14—77.) 
had deduced a very diftimfl abridgment of the ftate of the Roma* 
empire. 

lacc 
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C xvn P ’ ^ ace ^ ie ftro "S arm ar ^itrar7 power ,5J . 

>1 — Valerius MefTalla was appointed the firfl; prefect 
of Rome, that his reputation might countenance 
fo invidious a meafure : but, at the end of a few 
days, that accomplilhed citizen refigned his 
office, declaring with a fpirit worthy of the friend 
of Brutus, that he found himfelf incapable of ex- 
' ercifing a power incompatible with public free- 
dom ,os . As the fenfe of liberty became lefs ex- 
quifite, the advantages of order were more clearly 
underftood ; and the praefect, who feemed to have 
been defigned as a terror only to Haves and va- 
grants, was permitted to extend his civil and cri- 
minal jurifdidtion over the equeftrian and noble 
families of Rome. The praetors, annually created 
as the judges of law and equity, could not long 
difpute the pofleffion of the Forum with a vigor- 

,0 J Tacit. Annal. vi. 11. Eufeb. in Chron. p. ijj. Dion 
Caffius, in the oration of M:ecenas ( 1 . vii. p. 675.), defcribes the 
prerogatives of the prsefefl of the city as they were eftablifhed in hi% 
own time. 

io 4 The fame of MefTalla has been fcarccly equal to his merit. • 
In the earlteft youth he was recommended by Cicero to the friendfhip 
of Brutus. He followed the ftandard of the republic till it was 
broken in the fields of Philippi : he then accepted and deferved the 
favour of the mod moderate of the conquerors ; and uniformly 
aflerted his freedom and dignity in the court of Auguftus. The 
triumph of MefTalla was jultificd by the conqueft of Aquitain. As 
an orator, he difputed the palm of eloquence with Cicero himfelf. 
MefTalla cultivated every mufe, and was the patron of every man of 
genius. He fpent his evenings in philofophic convocation with 
Horace ; aflumed his place at table between Delia and Tibullus ; 
and ainufed his leifure by encouraging the poetical talents of young 
Ovid. 

,0 S Incivilem efTe poteflatcm conteftans, fays the tranflator of 
Eufebius. Tacitus expreffes the fame idea in other words ; quad 
nclcius exercendi. 

ous 
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ous and permanent magiftrate, who was ufually c ^ v ^j P ' 

admitted into the confidence of the prince. Their < v 

courts were deferted, their number, which had 
once flu&uated between twelve and eighteen ‘° 6 , 
was gradually reduced to two or three, and their 
important functions were confined to the expen- 
five obligation 107 of exhibiting games for the 
amufement of the people. After the office of 
Roman confuls had been changed into a vain 
pageant, which was rarely difplayed in the ca- 
pital, the praefects afiumed their vacant place in 
the fenate, and were foon acknowledged as the 
ordinary prefidents of that venerable afiembly. 

They received appeals from the diftance of one 
hundred miles ; and it was allowed as a principle 
ofjurifprudence, that all municipal authority was 
derived from them alone ,os . In the difcharge of 
his laborious employment, the governor of Rome 
was aflifted by fifteen officers, fome of whom had 
been originally his equals, or even his fuperiors. 

The principal departments were relative to the 
command of a numerous watch eftablifhed as a 


*°® See Lipfius, Excurfus D. ad i lib. Tacit. Annal. 

,0 7 lleineccii Element. Juris Civilis. fecund, ordinem Pandefl. 
tom. i. p. 70. See likewife Spanheim de Ul'u Numifmatum, tom. ii* 
diflertat. x. p. 119. In the year 450, Marcian publifhed a law, 
that three citizens (hould he annually created Praetors of Conftanti- 
nopleby the choice of the fenate, but with their own confent. Cod. 
Juftinian. 1 . i. tit. xxxix. leg. z. 

,e * Quidquid igitur intra urbem admittitur, ad P. U. videtur per- 
tincre ; fed et liquid intra centefimwm milliarium. Ulpian in Pan- 
de£l. 1 . i. tit. xiii. n. 1. He proceeds to enumerate the various 
offices of the praefe£t, who, in the Code of Juftinian ( 1 . i. tit. xxxix. 
kg- J-). is declared to precede and command all city magiftratesi 
line injuria ac dctriinento honoris alieni, 

fafeguard 
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chap, fafeguard againft fires, robberies, and no&urnal 
i ' ■ difqrdersj the cuftody and diftribution of the 
public allowance of corn and provifions j the care 
of ffie port, of the aquedufts, of the common 
fey?$rp, and of the navigation and bed of the 
Tyber ; the infpedtion of the markets, the theatres, 
and of the private as well as public wbrks. Their 
vigilance enfured the three principal objefts of 
a regular police, fafety, plenty, and cleanlinefs * 
and as a proof of the attention of government to 
preferve the fplendour and ornaments of the capi- 
tal, a particular infpedtor was appointed for the 
llatues i the guardian, as it were, of that inani- 
mate people, which, according to the extrava- 
gant computation of an old writer, was fcarcely 
inferior in number to the living inhabitants of 
Rome. About thirty years after the foundation 
of Conftantinople, a fimilar magiftrate was created 
in that rifing metropolis, for the fame ufes, and 
with the fame powers. A perfect equality was 
eftablifhed between the dignity of the two muni- 
cipal, and that of the four praetorian, praefe&s ‘° 9 . 
The pro- Thofe who, in the Imperial hierarchy, were 
vice-p?*- diftinguifhed by the title of Refpeftable, formed an 
fefls, &c. intermediate clafs between the illuftrious praefedts 
and the honourable magiftrates of the provinces. 
In this clafs, the proconfuls of Afia, Achaia, and 
Africa, claimed a pre-eminence, which was yicld- 

I0 9 Befides our ufual guides, we may obferve, that Felix Ctnte- 
lorius has written a feparate treatife, De Prsefe&o Urbis 5 and that 
many curious details concerning the police of Rome and Conftanti- 
nople are contained in the fourteenth book of the Theodofian 
Code. 
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ed to the remembrance of their ancient dignity; c ^ I v ^ r P ' 
and the appeal from their tribunal to that of the ■ 
prsefefts was almoft the only mark of their de- 
pendence “°. But the civil government of the 
empire was diftriouted into thirteen great dio- 
ceses, each of which equalled the juft meafureof 
a powerful kingdom* The firft of thefe diocefes 
was fubject to the jurifdiction of the count of the 
eaft ; and we may convey fome idea of the im- 
portance and variety of his functions, by obferv- 
ing, that fix hundred apparitors, who would be 
ftyled at prefent either fecretaries, or clerks, or 
ulhers, or mefiengers, were employed in his im- 
mediate office The place of Augujlal prafett 
of Egypt was no longer filled by a Roman knight ; 
but the name was retained j and the extraordi- 
nary powers which the fituation of the country* 
and the temper of the inhabitants, had once made 
indifpenlable, were (till continued to the gover- 
nor. The eleven remaining diocefes, of Afiana, 

Pontica* and Thrace ; of Macedonia, Dacia, 
and Pannonia or Weftern Illyricum ; of Italy and 
Africa ; of Gaul, Spain, and Britain ; were go- 
verned by twelve vicars , or vice-pr<efefls whofe 

name 


>*° Eunapius affirms, that the pioconful of Ada was independent 
of the praefeft; wh'ich muft, however, be underflood with fome 
allowance : the jurifdi&ion of tiie vice-prxfeft he molt afluredly 
difclaimed. Pancirolus, p. 161 . • 

1,1 The proconful of Africa had four hundred apparitors j 
and they all received large falaries, either from the treafury or 
the province. See Pancirol. p. » 6 , and Cod. Juftinian. 1. xii. tit. 
Ivi, lvii. 

1,1 In Italy there was likewife the Vicar of Rome. It has been 
much difputed, whether his jurifdi&ion mcafured one hundred miles 
Vot. III. E from 
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chap, name fufficiently explains the nature and depend* 
t — ¥ ■ ence of their office. It may be added, that the 

lieutenant-generals of the Roman armies; the mi- 
litary counts and dukes* who will be hereafter 
mentioned, were allowed the rank and title of 
Refpefiable. 

The go- As the fpirit of jealoufy and oftentation pre* 
the "pro- va *-ed in the councils of the emperors, they pro* 

vinces. ceeded with anxious diligence to divide the fub- 
ftance, and to multiply the titles of power. The 
vaft countries which the Roman conquerors had 
united under the fame fimple form of adminiftra- 
tion, were imperceptibly crumbled into minute 
fragments } till at length the whole empire was 
diftributed into one hundred and fixteen pro- 
vinces, each of which fupported an cxpenfive and 
iplendid eftablifhment. Of thefe, three were go- 
verned by procon/uls, thirty-feven by confulars , five 
by correctors t and feventy-one by prefidents. The 
appellations of thefe magiftrates were different ; 
they ranked in fucceffive order, the enfigns of 
their dignity were curioufly varied, and their fitua- 
tion, from accidental circumftances, might be 
more or lefs agreeable, or advantageous. But 
tkey were all (excepting only the proconfuls) 
alike included in the clafs of honourable perfons j 
and they were alike entrufted, during the plea- 
fure of the prince, and under the authority of the 
prrefedts or their deputies, with the adminiftration 
of juftice and the finances in their refpedtive dt- 
ltri&s. The ponderous volumes of the Codes and 

from the city, or whether it ftretched over the ten fodthern provinces 
of Italy. 

4 Pandedts 
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jPandefls 1,3 would furnilh ample materials for a CHAP, 
minute enquiry into the fyftem of provincial go- - t - j 
vernment, as in the fpace of fix centuries it was 
improved by the wifdom of the Roman ftatefmen 
and lawyers. It may be fufficient for the hifto- 
rian to fdedt two fingular and falutary provifions 
intended to reftrain the abufe of authority, i . For 
the prefervation of peace and order, the governors 
of the provinces were armed with the fword of 
juftice. They inflidted corporal pumlhments, and 
they exercifed, in capital offences* the power of 
life and death. But they were not authorifed to 
indulge the condemned criminal with the choice 
of his own execution, or to pronounce a fentence 
of the mildeft and moft honourable kind of exile, 

Thefe prerogatives were referved to the pnefedts, 
who alone could impofe the heavy fine of fifty 
pounds of gold : their vicegerents were confined 
to the trifling weight of a few ounces “ 4 . This 
diftindtion, which feems to grant the larger, 
while it denies the fmaller degree of authority, 
was founded on a very rational motive. The 
fmaller degree was infinitely more liable to abufe. 
Thepaffions of a provincial magiflrate might fre- 
quently provoke him into acts of opprdfion, 

ii> Among the Works of the celebrated Ulpian, there was one In 
ten books, concerning the office of a proconful, whofe duties in the 
moft eflential articles were the fame as thofe of an ordinary governor 
of a province. 

“4- The prefidents, or confulars, Could impofe only two ounces 5 
the vice-prasfefts, three ; the proconfuls, count of the eaft, and 
pratfefl of Egypt, fix. See Heineccii Jur. Civil, tom. i. p. 75 . 

Pandeft. 1. xlviii. tit. xix. n. 8 . Cod. Juftinian. 1. i. tit. liv. 
leg. 4 . 6 . 

E 2 which 
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C xvn P ’ affefted only the freedom or the fortunes of 

t— ~v~— < the fubjeft ; though, from a principle of prudence, 
perhaps of humanity, he might ftill be terrified 
by the guilt of innocent blood. It may likewife 
be confidered, that exile, confiderable fines, or 
the choice of an eafy death, relate more particu- 
larly to the rich and the noble •, and the perfons 
the mofi expofed to the avarice or refentment o^ 
a provincial magiftrate, were thus removed from 
his obfcure perfecution to the more auguft and 
impartial tribunal of the Praetorian praefeCt. a. As 
it was reafonably apprehended that the inte- 
grity of the judge might be biafied, if his intereft 
was concerned, or his affettions were engaged ; 
the ftriCteft regulations were eftablifhed, to ex- 
clude any perfon, without the fpecial difpenfa- 
tion of the emperor, from the government of the 
province where he was born 1,5 i and to prohibit 
the governor or his fon from contracting mar- 
riage with a native or an inhabitant ,w5 j or from 
purchafing fiaves, lands, or houfes, within the 
extent of his jurifdiCtion 11 \ Notwithftanding 

"S Ut nutli patrix fux adminiftratio fine fpeciali pi'incipis permifTu 
ptrmittatur. Cod. Juftinian, 1 . i. tit. xli. This law was firftenaft- 
ed by the emperor Marcus, after the rebellion of Caffius' (Dion. 
1 . lxxi.). The fame regulation is obferved in China, with equal 
ftriilnefs and with equal cffefl. 

1,6 Pandeft. 1 . xxiii. tit. ii. n. 38. 37. 63. 

lr 7 In jure continetur, ne quis in adminiflratiorte conflitutus 
aliquid compararet. Cod. Theod. 1 . viii. tit.- XV. leg. j. This 
maxim of common law was enforced by a feries pf edifls (fee the 
remainder of the title) from Conftantine to Juftin. From this pro- 
hibition, which is extended to the meaneft officers of the governor, 
they except only clothes and provifions. The purchafe within five 
years may be recovered ; after which, on information, it devolves tt> 
the treafury. 

thefe 
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thefe rigorous precautions, the emperor Conftan- p - 
tine, after a reign of twenty-five years, ftill de- w-v— 
plores the venal and oppreflive adminiftration of 
juftice, and exprefles the warmeft indignation 
that the audience of the judge, his difpatch of bu- 
llnefs, his feafonable delays, and his final fen- 
tence, were publicly fold, cither by himfelf or by 
the officers of his court. The continuance, and 
perhaps the impunity, of thefe crimes, is attefted 
by the repetition of impotent laws, and inneffeCf 
tual menaces 

All the civil magiftrates were drawn from the Thepro- 
profeffion of the law. The celebrated Inftitutes t LTaw° 
of Juftinian are addrefied to the youth of his do- 
minions, who had devoted themfejves to the 
ftudy of Roman jurifprudence j and the fovereigrj 
condefcends to animate their diligence, by the 
afiurance that their fkill and ability would in time 
be rewarded by an adequate ffiare in the govern- 
ment of the republic “ 9 . The rudiments of this 
lucrative fcience were taught in all the confider- 
able cities of the eaft and weft ; but the moft fa- 
mous fchool was that of Berytus on the coaft 

of 

1,8 Ceflent rapaces jam nunc officialium manus ; ceflent, in- 
quam ; nam ft moniti non ceflaverint, gladiis preecidentur, &c. 

Cod. Theod. 1. i. tit. vii. leg. x. Zeno enafled, that all governors 
Ihould remain in the province, to anfwer any accufations, fifty days 
after the expiration of their power. Cod. Juftinian. 1. ii. tit. xlix 
leg. x. 

*'9 Summa igitur ope, et alacri ftudio has leges noftras accipite; 
et vofmetipfos fic eruditos oftendite, ut 1'pes vos pulcherrinia foveat ; 
toto legitimo opere perfeito, pofle etiam noftram rempublicam in 
partibus ejus vobis credendis gubernari. Juftinian in proem. In. 
ftitutionum. 

>*° The fplendor of the fchool of Beryttis, which preferved in the 
call the language and jurifprudence of the Romans, may be computed 

E 3 to 
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chap, of Phoenicia ; which flourifhed above three cen-« 

XVII. ' - ......... 

turies from the time of Alexander Severus, the 
author perhaps of an inftitution fo advantageous 
to his native country. After a regular courie of 
education, which lafted five years, the ftudents 
difperfed themfelves through the provinces, in 
fearch of fortune and honours •, nor could they 
want an inexhauftible lupply of bufincfs in a great 
empire, already corrupted by the multiplicity of 
laws, of arts, and of vices. The court of the 
Praetorian prasfed: of the eaft could alone furnifh 
employment for one hundred and fifty advocates, 
fixty-four of whom were diftinguifiied by peculiar 
privileges, and two were annually cholen with a, 
falary of fixty pounds of gold, to defend the 
caufes of the treafury, The firft experiment was 
made of their judicial talents, by appointing them 
to aft occafionally as afi'eftbrs to the magistrates; 
from thence they we re often railed to prefide :n 
the tribunals before which they had pleaded. 
They obtained the government of a province ; 
and, by the aid of merit, of reputation, or of fa- 
vour, they afeended, by fucceffive fteps, to the 
illujirioui dignities of the Hate In the practice 


of 


to have lafted from the third to the middle of the fixth century, 
Jieinecc. Jur. Rom. Hift. p. 351 — 356. 

111 As in a former period I have traced the civil and military pro- 
motion of Pertinax, I ftiall here infert the civil honours of Mallius 
'Pheodorus. 1. He was diftmguilhed by his eloquence, while he 
pleaded as an advocate in the court of the Praetorian prsefeft. 1 . He 
governed cne of the provinces of Africa, either as prcfident or con- 
fular, and deferved, by his adminiftration, the honour of a brafs 
ftatue. 3. tie was appointed vicar, or vice-prxfeft of Macedonia, 
4. Quacftor, 5. Count of the facred largeflcs. 6. Praetorian prafeft 
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of the bar, thefe men had confidered reafon as c ^^ p ‘ 
the inflrument of difputej they interpreted the 
Jaws according to the di&ates of private intereft $ 
and the fame pernicious habits might ftill adhere 
to their characters in the public adminiftration of 
fhe ftate. The honour of a liberal profeflion has 
indeed been vindicated by ancient and modern ad- 
vocates, who have filled the molt important na- 
tions, with pure integrity, and confummate wif- 
dom : but in the decline of Roman jurifprudence, 
the ordinary promotion of lawyers was pregnant 
with mifchief and difgrace, The noble art, which 
bad once been prefer ved as the facred inheritance 
of the patricians, was fallen into the hands of 
freedmen and plebeians 11 *, who, with cunning 
rather than with fkill, exercifed a fordid and per- 
nicious trade. Some of them procured admit- 
tance into families for the purpofe of fomenting 
differences, of encouraging fuits, and of prepar- 
ing a harveft of gain for themfelves or their bre- 


ed the Gauls ; whilft he might yet be reprefented as a young man. 
7. After a retreat, perhaps a dil'grace of many years, which Mal- 
Jius (confounded by fome critics with the poet Manilius, fee Fa- 
bricius Bibliothec. Latin. Edit. Erneft. tom. i. c. 18. p. 501.) em- 
ployed in the ftudy of the Grecian philofophy, he was named Prae- 
torian praefeft of Italy, in the year 397. 8. While he ftill exercifed 

that great office, he was created, in the year 399, canful for the 
Weft ; and his name, on account of the infamy of his colleague, 
the eunuch Eutropius, often ftands alone in the Fafti. 9. In the 
year 408, Mallius was appointed a fecond time Praetorian praefeft of 
Italy. Even in the venal panegyric of Claud an, we may difcover 
the merit of Mallius Theodorus, who, by a rare felicity, was the 
intimate friend both of Symmachus and of St. Auguftin. See 
Tillcmonr, Hift. des Emp. tom. v. p. 1110 — 1114. 

111 Mamertintis in Pancgyr. vet. xi. 20. Aufterius apud Pho- 
tiuro, p. 1500. 
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CHAP. 

XVII. 


The mili- 
fnry offi- 
cers. 

♦ • 


theren. Others, reclufe in their chambers, mail}-? 
tained the dignity of legal profeflbrs, by furnifh-r 
ing a rich client with fubtleties to confound the 
plaineft truth, and with arguments to colour the 
moft unjuftifiable pretenfions. The fplendid and 
popular clafs was compofed of the advocates, 
who filled the Forum with the found of their tur- 
gid and loquacious rhetoric. Carelefs of fame 
and of juftice, they are defcribed, for the moft 
part, as ignorant and rapacious guides, who con- 
duced their clients through a maze of expence, of 
delay, and of difappointment ; from whence, 
after a tedious feries of years, they were at length 
difmiffed, when their patience and fortune were 
almoft exhaufted 

III. In the fvftem of policy introduced by Au- 
gullus, the governors, thofe at leaft of the impe- 
rial provinces, were inverted with the full powers 
of the fovereign himfelf. Minifters of peace and 
war, the diftribution of rewards and puniftiments 
depended on them alone, and they fuccefiively 
appeared on their tiibunal in the robes of civil 
magirtracy, and in complete armour at the head 
of the Roman legions ” 4 . The influence of the 


“5 The curious paflage of Ammianus (I. xxx. c. 4.), in which 
he paints the manners of contemporary lawyers, affords a Grange 
mixture of found fenfe, falfe rhetoric, and extravagant fatire. 
Godefroy (Prolegom. ad Cod. Theod. c. i. p. 185.) l'upporfs the 
hiftorian by limiiar complaints, and authentic fafts. In the fourth 
century, many camels might have been laden with law-books. 
Eunapius in Vet. Edefu, p. 71. 

**♦ See a very fplendid example in the Life of Agricola, par- 
ticularly c. ao, it. The lieutenant of Britain was #ntrufted with 
the fame powers which Cicero, proconful of Cilicia, had exercifcd 
in the name of the fenate and people, 

revenue, 

l 1 ■ T 
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revenue, the authority of law, and the command CHAP, 
pf a military force, concurred to render their v_ 
power fupreme and abfolute j and whenever they 
were tempted to violate their allegiance, the loyal 
province which they involved in their rebellion, 
was fcarcely fenfible of any change ip its political 
ftate. From the time of Commodus to the reign 
of Conftantine, near one hundred governors 
might be enumerated, who, with various fuccefs, 
ere&ed the ftandard of revolt $ and though the 
innocent were too often facrificed, the guilty 
might be fometimes prevented, by the fufpicioiis 
cruelty of their mafter To fecure his throne 
and the public tranquillity from thefe formidable 
fervants, Conftantine refolved to divide the mili- 
tary from the civil adminiftration $ and to efta- 
blifh, as a permanent and profefiional diftinftion* 
a pra&ice which had been adopted only as an oc- 
cafional expedient. The fupreme jurifdittion ex- 
ercifed by the Praetorian prsefetts over the armies 
of the empire, was transferred to the two mafters 
general whom he inftituted, the one for the cavalry , 
the other for the iqfanfry ; and though each of 
thefe illuftrious officers was more peculiarly refpon- 
fible for the difcipline of thofe troops which were 
under his immediate infpedtion, they both indif- 
ferently commanded in the field the feveral bodies, 
whether of horfe or foot, which were united in the 

»*J The Abb£ Dpbos, who has examined with accuracy (fee 
Hift. de la Monarchic Frangoife, tom. i. p. 41 — 100. edit. 174*.) 
the inftitutions of Auguftus and of Conftantine, obferves, that if 
Otlio had been put to death the day before he executed his confpiracy, 
ptho would now appear in hiftory as innocent as Corbulo. 

fame 

t V 
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c A p - fame army 116 . Their number was foon double^ 
^ — - ■ by the divifion of the eaft and weft ; and as fepa- 
rate generals of the fame rank and title were ap- 
pointed on the four important frontiers of the 
Rhine, of the Upper and the Lower Danube, and 
of the Euphrates, the defence of the Roman em- 
pire was at length committed to eight mafters ge- 
neral of the cavalry and infantry, Under their 
orders, thirty-five military commanders were fta- 
tioned in the provinces : three in Britain, fix it} 
Gaul, one in Spain, one in Italy, five on the 
Upper, and four on the Lower Danube ; in Alia 
, eight* three in Egypt, and four in Africa. The 
titles of counts, and dukes ‘* 7 , by which they were 
properly diftinguifhed, have obtained in modern 
languages fo very different a fenfe, that the ufe 
of them may occafion fome furprife. But it 
ihould be recollected, that the fecond of thofe ap- 
pellations is only a corruption of the Latin word, 
which was indifcriminately applied to any mili- 
tary chief. All thefe provincial generals were 
therefore dukes-, but no more than ten among 
them were dignified with the rank of counts or 
companions, a title of honour, or rather of fa- 
vour, which had been recently invented in the 

,l6 Zolimus, 1. ii. p. no. Before the end of the reign of Con- 
ftnntius, the nogijin militum were already increafed to four. See 
Vakfius ad Ammian. l.xvi. c. 7 . 

'*7 Though the military counts and dukes are frequently men- 
tioned, both in .hiltojy and the codes, we muft have recourfe to the 
Notitia tor the exafl knowledge of their number and ftations. Fov 
the inftitution, rank, privileges, &c. of the counts' in general, 
fee Cod. Theod. 1. vi. tit. xii— xx. with the Commentary of 
podefroj-. 

court 
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A gold belt was the en- c ^ v ^ p ' 


court of Conftantine 
fign which diftinguifhed the office of the counts 
and dukes j and befides their pay, they received 
a liberal allowance fufficient to maintain one 
hundred and ninety fervants, and one hun- 
dred and fifty-eight horfes, They were ftri&ly 
prohibited from interfering in any matter which 
related to the adminiftration of juftice or the re- 
venue ; but the command which they exercifed 
over the troops of their department, was inde- 
pendent of the authority of the magiftrates. 
About the fame time that Conftantine gave a legal 
fan&ion to the ecclefiaftical order, he inftituted in 
the Roman empire the nice balance of the civil 
and the military powers. The emulation, and 
fometimes the difcord, which reigned between 
two profeffions of oppofite interefts and incom- 
patible manners, was productive of beneficial and 
of pernicious confequences. It was feldom to be 
expedted that the general and the civil governor 
of a province fhould either confpire for the dif- 
turbance, or fhould unite for the fervice, of their 
country. While the one delayed to offer the af- 
fiftance which the other difdained to folicit, the 
troops very frequently remained without orders 
or without fupplies j the public fafety was be- 
trayed, and the defencelefs fubjeCts were left ex- 
pofed to the fury of the Barbarians. The divided 
adminiftration, which had been formed by Con- 
ftantine, relaxed the vigour of the ftate, while it 
fecured the tranquillity of the monarch. 

The memory of Conftantine has been deferved- 
Jy cgnfured fqr another ipnovatiop which cor- 
rupted 


Diftinftion 
of the 
tioops. 
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C yvn P ' ru P tec ^ militar y difcipline, and prepared the ruin 
. of the empire. The nineteen years which pre- 

ceded his final vidtory over Licinius, had been a 
period of licenfe and inteftine war. The rivals 
who contended for the poffefiion of the Roman 
world, had withdrawn the greated part of their 
forces from the guard of the general frontier j 
and the principal cities which formed the boun- 
dary of their refpedtive dominions were filled with 
foldiers, who confidered their countrymen as their 
mod implacable enemies. After the ufe of thefe 
internal garrifons had ceafed with the civil war, 
the conqueror wanted either wifdom or firmnefs 
to revive the fevere difcipline of Diocletian, and 
to fupprefs a fatal indulgence, which habit had 
endeared and almod confirmed to the military or- 
* der. From the reign of Conftantine a popular 
and even legal didinftion was admitted between 
the Palatines and the Borderers j the troops of 
the court, as they were improperly ftiled, and the 
troops of the frontier. The former, elevated by 
the fuperiority of their pay and privileges, were 
permitted, except in the extraordinary emergen- 
cies of war, to occupy their tranquil dations in 
the heart of the provinces. The mod flourishing 
cities were opprefled by the intolerable weight of 
quarters. The foldiers. infenfibly forgot the vir- 
tues of their profeflion, and contradted only the 

,l * Zofimus, 1. ii. p. in. The diftin&ion between the two 
claflcs of Roman troops is very darkly exprelfed in the hiftorians, the 
laws, and the Notitia. Confult, however, the copious paralitlm or 
abftraft, which Godefroy has drawn up of the feventh book, de Re 
Miiitari, of the Theodofian Code, 1, vii. tit. i. leg. iS. L. viii, 
tit. i. leg. io. ^ 

vices 
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vices of civil life. They were either degraded by c ^£ l p ' 
the induftry of mechanic trades, or enervated by ■. v ~ -« 
the luxury of baths and theatres. They foon be- 
came carelefs of their martial exercifes, curious 
in their diet and apparel ; and while they infpired 
terror to the fubjedts of the empire, they trembled 
at the hoftile approach of the Barbarians The 
chain of fortifications which Diocletian and his 
Colleagues had extended along the banks of the 
great rivers, was no longer maintained with the 
fame care, or defended with the fame vigilance. 

The numbers which ftill remained under the 
name of the troops of the frontier, might be fuf- 
fieient for the ordinary defence. But their fpiric 
was degraded by the humiliating reflection, that 
they who were expofed to the hardships and dan- 
gers of a perpetual warfare, were rewarded only 
with about two-thirds of the pay and emoluments 
which were lavilhed on the troops of the court. 

Even the bands or legions that were raifed the 
neareft to the level of thofe unworthy favourites, 
were in fome meafure difgraced by the title of 
honour which they were allowed to afiume. It 
was in vain that Conftantine repeated the mod 
dreadful menaces of fire and fword againft the 
Borderers who Ihould dare to defert their colours, 
to connive at the inroads of the Barbarians, or to 

% 

»®9 Ferox erat in fuos miles et rapax, ignavus vero in hoftes et 
fia&us. Ammian. 1. xxii. c. 4 . He obferves that they loved 
downy beds and houfes of marble j and that their cups were heavier 
than their fwords. 

par- 
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keduflion 
of the 
legions. 


parricipate in the fpoil ' 30 . The mifchiefs whicfl 
flow from injudicious counfels are feldom removed 
by the application of partial feverities : and though 
fucceeding princes laboured to reftore the ftrength 
and numbers of the frontier garrifons, the empire, 
till the kfl moment of its diflolution, continued 
to languifh under the mortal wound which had 
been fo rafhly or fo weakly infli&ed by the hand 
of Conftantine. 

The fame timid policy, of dividing whatever is 
united, of reducing whatever is eminent, of dread- 
ing every active power, and of expecting that the 
mod feeble will prove the mod: obedient, feems 
to pervade the inftitutions of feveral princes, and 
particularly thofe of Conftantine. The martial 
pride of the legions, whofe victorious camps had 
fo often been the fcene of rebellion, was nou- 
rilhed by the memory of their paft exploits, and 
the confcioufnefs of their actual ftrength. As 
long as they maintained their ancient eftablifti- 
Jnent of fix thoufand men, they fubfiftcd, under 
the reign of Diocletian, each of them fingly, a 
vifible and important objeCt in the military hif- 
tory of the Roman empire. A few years after- 
wards, thefe gigantic bodies were fhruhk to d 
very diminutive fizej and when feven legions, 
with fome auxiliaries, defended the city of Amida 
againft the Perfians, the total garrifon, with the 


no Cod. Theod. I. vii. tit. i. leg. i. tit. Xit. leg. r. See 
Howell's Hift. of tlic World, vol. ii. p. 19. That learned hiltorian, 
who is not fufficiently known, labours to juftify the charafter and 
policy of Conftantine. 

inhabi- 
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Inhabitants of both fexeS, and the peafants of the C ji a p, 
deferred country, did not exceed the number of , ^ , 

twenty thoufand perfons ,5 ‘. From this fadt, and 
from fimilar examples, there is reafon to believej 
that the conftitution of the legionary troops, to 
tyhich they partly owed theft valour and difci- 
pline, was diffolved by Conftantine 3 and that the 
bands of Roman infantry, which Hill afiumed the 
fame names and the fame honours, cortfifted only 
of one thoufand or fifteen hundred men ,3X . The 
confpiracy of fo many feparate detachments, each 
of which was awed by the fenfe of its own weak- 
nefs, could eafily be checked ; and the fuccefiors 
of Conftantine might indulge their love of often- 
tation, by ifluing their orders to one hundred and 
thirty-two legions, infcribed on the mufter-roll 
of their numerous armies. The remainder of 
their troops was diftributed into feveral hundred 
cohorts of infantry, and fquadrons of cavalry. 

Their arms, and titles, and enfighs, were calcu- 
lated to infpire terror, and to difplay the variety 
of nations who marched under the imperial ftan- 
dard. And not a veftige was left of that fevere 
fimplicity, which, in the ages of freedom and 
victory, had diftinguifbed the line of battle of a 
Roman army from the confufed hoft of an Afiatic 
monarch ,1 \ A more particular enumeration, 

drawn. 

. '?* Ammian. 1 . Xix. c. a. He obferves (c. j.), that the dcf- 
perate Tallies of two Gallic legions were like an handful of water 
thrown on a great conflagration. 

1 j* Pancirolus ad Notitiam, p. 96. Memoires de l’Academie 
des Infcriptions, tom. xxv. p. 491. 

> 5 t Romana acies unius prope formas erat et hofhinum et armorum 
genere. —Regia acies varia magis multis gentibus diflimilitudine 

• annorurrt 
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CH^AP. drawn from the Noiitia y might exercife the dili- 
c.. ■ v _ L gence of an antiquary j but the hiftorian will con- 
tent himfelf with obferving, that the number of 
permanent ftations or garrifons eftablifhed on the 
frontiers of the empire, amounted to five hundred 
and eighty-three j and that, under the fucceffors 
of Conftantine, the complete force of the military 
eftablilhment was computed at fix hundred and 
forty-five thoufrnd foldiers ,3+ . An effort fo pro- 
digious furpaffed the wants of a more antient, and 
the faculties of a later, period. 

Difficulty In the various ftates of fociety, armies are re- 
st levie*. cru j tec j f rom very different motives. Barbarians 
are urged by the love of war ; the citizens of a 
free republic may be prompted by a principle of 
duty j the fubjefts, or at leafl the nobles of a mo- 
narchy, are animated by a fentiment of honour j 
but the timid and luxurious inhabitants of a de- 
clining empire mull be allured into the fervice 
by the hopes of profit, or compelled by the dread 
of punifhment. The refources of the Roman trea- 
fury were exhaufted by the encreafe of pay, by 
the repetition of donatives, and by the invention 
of new emoluments and indulgences, which, in 
the opinion of the provincial youth, might com- 
penfate the hardfhips and dangers of a military 
life. Yet, although the ftature was lower- 

armorum auxiliommque erat. T. Liv. J. xxxvii. c. 39, 40. 
Flaminius, even before the event, had compared the army of An- 
tiochus to a fupper, in which the flefh of one vile animal was di- 
verfificd by the fkill of the cooks. See the life of Flaminius in 
Plutarch.. 

Agatlrias, 1 . v. p. 157. edit. Louvre. 
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ed ,3s , although flaves,at leaft by atacit connivance, c p ' 
were indifcriminately received into the ranks, the _ , , t 
infurmountable difficulty of procuring a regular 
and adequate fupply of volunteers, obliged the 
emperors to adopt more effectual and coercive 
methods. The lands bellowed on the veterans, 
as the free reward of their valour, were hence- 
forwards granted under a condition, which con- 
tains the firft rudiments of the feudal tenures ; 
that their fons, who fucceeded to the inheritance, 
ffiould devote themfelves to the profeffion of 
arms, as foon as they attained the age of man- 
hood ; and their cowardly refufal was puniffied by 
the lofs of honour, of fortune, or even of life ,36 . 

But as the annual growth of the Ions of the vete- 
rans bore a very fmall proportion to the demands 
of the fervice, levies of men were frequently re- 
quired from the provinces, and every proprietor 
was obliged either to take up arms, or to procure 
a fubftitute, or to purchafe his exemption by the 
payment of a heavy fine. The fum of forty-two 
pieces of gold, to which it was reduced, ascertains 
the exorbitant price of volunteers, and the reluc- 
* 

*35 Valentinian (Ccd. Theodof. 1. vii. tit. xiii. leg. 3 .) fixes the 
ftandard at five feet feven inches, about five feet four inches and a 
half Englifh meafure. It had formerly been five feet ten inches, and 
in the beft corps fix Roman feet. Sed tunc crat amplior muliitudo, 

& plures fequebantur militiam armatam. Vegetius de Re Militari, 

1 . i. c. 5 . 

’i® See the two titles, De Veteranis, and De Filiis Veteranorum, 
in the feventh book of the Theodofian Code. The age at which 
their military fervice was required, varied from twenty-five to [fix- 
teen. If the fons of the veterans appeared with a horfe, they had 
a right to ferve in the cavalry ; two horfes gave them fome f aluable 
privileges. 

Vol. Ill, £ jance 
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Encreafe 
of Barba- 
rian auxi- 
liaries. 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 

tance with which the government admitted of this 
alternative ,37 . Such was the horror for the pro- 
feflion of a foldier, which had affedted the minds 
of the degenerate Romans, that many of the 
youth of Italy, and the provinces, chofe to cut 
off the fingers of their right hand to efcape from 
being prefled into the fervice j and this ltrange ex- 
pedient was fo commonly pradlifed, as to deferve 
the fevere animadverfion of the laws ,3S , and a pe- 
culiar name in the Latin language li0 . 

The introdudlion of Barbarians into the Roman 
armies became every day more univerfal, more 
neceflary, and more fatal. The moft daring of 
the Scythians, of the Goths, and of the Germans, 
who delighted in war, and who found it more 


5 37 Cod.Theod. 1 . vii. tit. xiii. leg. 7. According to the hifto- 
rian Socrates (fee Godefroy ad loc.), the fame emperor Valens fome- 
times required eighty pieces of gold for a recruit. In the following 
law it is faintly expreffed, that flaves lhall not be admitted inter op- 
timas le&ilfimorum militum turmas. 

1J8 The perfon and property of a Roman knight, who had muti- 
lated his two fons, were fold at public auction by the order of Au- 
guftus. (Sueton. in Auguft. c. *7.) The moderation of that 
artful ufurper proves, that this example of feverity was juftified by 
the fpirit of the times. Ammianus makes a diftinftion between the 
effeminate Italians and the hardy Gauls. (L. xv. c. 12.) Yet only 
fifteen years afterwards, Valentinian, in a law addreffed to the praffett 
of Gaul, is obliged to enaft that thefe cowardly deferters lhall be 
burnt alive. (Cod. Theod. 1 . vii. tit. xiii. leg. 5.) Their numbers 
in Illyricum were fo confiderable, that the province complained of a 
fcarcity of recruits. (Id. leg. 10.) 

*39 They were called Mur cl. Murddut is found in Plautus and 
Feftus, to denote a lazy and cowardly perfon, who, according to 
Amobius and Auguftin, was under the immediate proteftion of 
the goddefs Murcia. From this particular inftance of cowardice, mur- 
tarc is ufed as fynonimous to auti/are, by the writers of the middle 
Latinity. See Lindenbrogius, and Valefius ad Ammian. Marcellin. 
1. xv, c, i*. 
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profitable to defend than to ravage the provinces, chap. 
were enrolled, not only in the auxiliaries of their L ^ 
refpeCtive nations, but in the legions themfelves, 
and among the moft diftinguifhed of the Palatine 
troops. As they freely mingled with the fub- 
jeCts of the empire, they gradually learned to 
defpife their manners, and to imitate their arts. 

They abjured the implicit reverence which the 
pride of Rome had exacted from their ignorance, 
while they acquired the knowledge and pofieflion 
of thofe advantages by which alone fhe fupport- 
ed her declining greatnefs. The Barbarian fol- 
diers who difplayed any military talents, were 
advanced, without exception, to the moft im- 
portant commands ; and the names of the tri- 
bunes, of the counts and dukes, and of the gene- 
rals themfelves, betray a foreign origin, which 
they no longer condefcended to difguife. They 
were often entrufted with the conduct of a war 
againft their countrymen j and though moft of 
them preferred the ties of allegiance to thofe of 
blood, they did not always avoid the guilt, or at 
leaft the fufpicion, of holding a treafonable cor- 
refpondence with the enemy, of inviting his in- 
vafion, or of fparing his retreat. The camps, 
and the palace of the fon of Conftantine, were 
governed by the powerful faction of the Franks, 
who preferved the ftricteft connection with each 
other, and with their country, and who refented 
every perfonal affront as a national indignity ,+ °. 

*40 Malarichus — adhibitis Francis quorum ea tempeftatc in pa- 
latio muliitudo florebat, ere&ius jam loquebatur tumultuabatuique. 
iVmmian. 1 . xv. c. j. 

F 2 When 
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C xvn P When the tyrant Caligula was fufpefted of an in- 
v— ^ tention to invert a very extraordinary candidate 
with the confular robes, the facrilegious profana- 
tion would have fcarcely excited lefs aftonifh- 
ment, if, inftead of a horfe, the nobleft chieftain 
of Germany or Britain had been the objecl of his 
choice. The revolution of three centuries had 
produced fo remarkable a change in the preju- 
dices of the people, that, with the public appro- 
bation, Conftantine (hewed his fuccefTors the ex- 
ample of beftowing the honours of the confulfhip 
on the barbarians, who, by their merit and fer- 
vices, had deferved to be ranked among the firft 
of the Romans ,4 \ But as thefe hardy veterans, 
who had been educated in the ignorance or con- 
tempt of the laws, were incapable of exercifing 
. any civil offices, the powers of the human mind 
were contracted by the irreconcileable reparation 
of talents as well as of profeffions. The accom- 
plifhed citizens of the Greek and Roman repub- 
lics, whofe characters could adapt themfelves to 
the bar, the fenate, the camp, or the fchools, 
had learned to write, to fpeak, and to aft with 
the fame fpirit, and with equal abilities. 

Seven mi- IV. Befides the magiftrates and generals, who 
the palace, at a diftance from the court diffufed their dele- 


**' Barbaros omnium primus, ad ufque fafees auxerat et trabeas 
confulares. Ammian. 1 . xx. c. 10. Eufebius (in Vit. Conftantin. 
1 . iv. c. 7.) and Aurelius Viftor feem to confirm the truth of this 
aflertion; yet in the thirty-two confular Fafti of the reign of Con* 
ftantine, I cannot difeover the name of a fingle Barbarian. I Ihould 
therefore interpret the liberality of that prince, as relative to the or- 
naments, rather than to the office, of the confullhip, 

3 gated 
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berlain. 


gated authority over the provinces and armies, c P* 
the emperor conferred the rank of Illufirious on 
feven of his more immediate fervants, to whofe 
fidelity he entrufted his fafety, or his counfels, or 
his treafures. 1. The private apartments of the 
palace were governed by a favourite eunuch, who, 
in the language of that age, was ftyled the pr<epo- Thecham 
fitus or prasfed of the facred bed-chamber. His 
duty was to attend the emperor in his hours of 
flare, or in thofe of amufement, and to perform 
about his perfon all thofe menial fervices, which 
can only derive their fplcndor from the influence 
of royalty. Under a prince who deferved to 
reign, the great thamberlain (for fuch we may 
call him) was an ufeful and humble domeftic j but 
an artful domeftic, who improves every occafton 
of unguarded confidence, will infcnfibly acquire 
over a feeble minu thac alcendant which harfh 
wifdom and uncomplying virtue can Icldom ob- 
tain. The degenerare grandlbns of Theodofius, 
who were invifible to their fubje&s, and con- 
temptible to their enemies, exalted the prtefe&s 
of their bed-chamber above the heads of all the 
minifters of the palace '** j and even his deputy, 
the hrft of the fplenuid train of flaves who waited 
in the prefence, was thought worthy to rank be- 
fore the refpettable proconfuls of Greece or Afia. 

The jurifdidtion of the chamberlain was acknow- 
4 ed D ed by the counts, or fuperintendants, who re- 
gulated the two important provinces, of the mag- 
nificence of the wardrobe, and of the luxury of the 

**» Cod. Theod. 1. vi. tit. 8. 
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fices. 


Imperial table ,+I . 2. The principal adminiftrar 

tion of public affairs was committed to the dili- 
gence and abilities of the wajler of the offices * 4+ . 
He was the fupreme magiftrate of the palace, in- 
fpefted the dilcipline of the civil and military 
Jchoohy and received appeals from all parts of the 
empire in the caufes which related to that nu- 
merous army of privileged perfons, who, as the 
fervants of the court, had obtained, for them- 
felves and families, a right to decline the autho- 
rity of the ordinary judges. The correfpondence 
between the prince and his fubjefls was managed 
by the four ferinia , or offices of this minifter of 
ftate. The firft was appropriated to memorials, 
the fecond to epiffles, the third to petitions, and 
the fourth to papers and orders of a mifcellaneous 
kind. Each of thefe was directed by an inferior 
mafter of refpehiable dignity, and the whole bufi- 
nefs was difpatched by an hundred and forty-eight 
fecretaries, chofen for the moft part frpm the 
profeflion of the law, on account of the variety of 
abftrafts of reports and references which fre- 


**3 By a yery lingular metaphor, borrowed from the military 
chara&er of the firft emperors, the fteward of their houfchold was 
ftyled the count of their camp (comes caftrenfis). Cafliodorius very 
ferioufiy reprefents to him, that his own fame, and that of the em- 
pire, muft depend on the opinion which foreign ambafladors may 
conceive of the plenty and magnificence of the royal table. (Variar. 
1. vi. epiftol. 9.) 

*4+ Gutherius (de Officiis Domus Auguftae, 1. ii. c. ao. 1. iii.) 
has very accurately explained the funftions of the mafter of th* 
offices, and the conftitution of his fubordinate ferinia. But he 
vainly attempts, on the moft doubtful authority, to deduce from 
the time of the Antonines, or even of Nero, the origin of a ma- 
giftrate who cannot be found in hittory before the reign of Conftan- 
smc. 

quently 
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qucntly occurred in the exercife of their feveral C y V ^ p * 
fun&ions. From a condefcenfon, which in for- c— < 
mer ages would have been efteemed unworthy of 
the Roman majefty, a particular fecretary was al- 
lowed for the Greek language; and interpreters 
were appointed to receive the ambafladors of the 
Barbarians : but the department of foreign affairs, 
which conftituces fo effential a part of modern po- 
licy, feldom diverted the attention of the mafter 
of the offices. His mind was more ferioufly en-? 
gaged by the general dire&ion of the pofts and 
arfenals of the empire. There were thirty* four 
pities, fifteen in the eaft, and nineteen in the weft, 
in which regular companies of workmen were 
perpetually employed inr fabricating defenfive ar- 
mour, offenfive weapons of all forts, and military 
.engines, which were depofited in the arfenals, and 
occafionally delivered for the fervice of the troops. 

3. In the courfe of nine centuries, the office of The *i u *' 
quaftcr had experienced a very Angular revolu- 
tion. In the infancy of Rome, two inferior magi- 
ftrates were annually elefted by the people, to re- 
lieve the confuls from the invidious management 
of the public treafure 145 ; a fimilar affiftant was 
granted to every proconful, and to every praetor, 
who exercifed a military or provincial command ; 
with the extent of conqueft, the two quatftors 
were gradually multiplied to the number of four, 

' Tacitus (Annal. xi. zz.) fays, that the firft quseftors were 
eletted by the people, lixty-four years after the foundation of the 
republic ; but he is of opinion, that they had, long before that 
period, been annually appointed by the corduls, and even by the 
kings. But this obfeure point of antiquity is contefted by other 
writers. 
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CHAP, of eight, of twenty, and, for a {hort time, per- 
«, — f _■ haps, of forty 146 j and the nobleft citizens ambi- 
tioufly fol. cited an office which gave them a feat 
in the fenate, and a juft hope of obtaining the ho- 
nours of the republic. Whilft Auguftus affe£ted 
to maintain the freedom of election, he confented 
to accept the annual privilege of recommending, 
or rather indeed of nominating, a certain propor- 
tion of candidates j and it was his cuftom to feleft 
one of thefe diftinguifhed youths, to read his ora- 
> tions or epiftles in the affemblies of the fenate* 47 . 
The praftice of Auguftus was imitated by fuc- 
ceeding princes j the occafional commiffion was 
eftablifhed as a permanent office ; and the favour- 
ed qusftor, affuming a new and more illuftrious 
charafter, alone furvived the fuppreflion of his 
ancient and ufelefs colleagues ,4S . As the ora- 
tions, 

! 

Tacitus (Annal. xi. 22.) feems to confider twenty as the 
higheft number of quaeftors ; and Dion ( 1 . xliii. p. 374 ) infinuates 
that if the diflator Caefar once created forty, it was only to facilitate 
the payment of an immenfe debt of gratitude. Yet the augmentation 
which he made of praetors fubfifted under the fucceeding reigns. 

•47 Sueton. in Auguft. c. 63. and Torrent, ad loc. Dion. Gaf. 
P- 7SS- 

'4 8 The youth and inexperience of the quaeftors, who entered on 
that important office in their twenty-fifth year (Lipf. Excurf. ad 
Tacit. 1. iii. D.), engaged Auguftus to remove them from the ma- 
nagement of the treafury j and though they were reftored by Clau- 
dius, they feem to have been finally difmifled by Nero. (Tacit. 
Annal. xxii. 29. Sueton. in Aug. c. 36. in Claud, c. 24. Dion. 

р. 696. 961, &c. Plin. Epiftol.x. 20. & alib.) In the provinces of 
the Imperial divifion, the place of the quaeftors was more ably fup- 
plied by the procurators (Dion. Caf. p. 707. Tacit, in Vit. Agricol. 

с. 1 5.) ; or, as they were afterwards called, rationales. (Hift. Auguft. 
p. 130.) But in the provinces of the fenate we may ftill difcpver a 
feries of quaeftors till the reign of Marcus Antoninus (See the In- 

feriptions 
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tions, which he compofed in the name of the em- CHAP. 

r XVII. 

peror ,49 , acquired the force, and, at length, the . - > 

form of abfolute edifts, he was confidered as the 
- reprefen tative of the legiflative power, the oracle 
of the council, and the original fource of the civil 
jurifprudence. He was fometimes invited to take 
his feat in the fupreme judicature of the Imperial 
confiftory, with the Prsetorian prsefe&s, and the 
mailer of the offices ; and he was frequently re- 
queued to refolve the doubts of inferior judges : 
but as he was not opprefied with a variety offub- 
ordinate bufinefs, his leifure and talents were em- 
ployed to cultivate that dignified ftyle of elo- 
quence, which, in the corruption of tafle and 
language, ftill preferves the majefty ofthe Roman 
laws ,s °. In fome refpefts, the office of the Im- 
perial quasftor may be compared with that of a 
modern chancellor; but the ufe of a great feal, 
which feems to have been adopted by the illiterate 


feriptions of Grater, the Epiftles of Pliny, and a decifive faft in the 
Auguftan hiftory, p. 64.) From Ulpian we may learn, (Pandeft, 
1 . i. tit. 13.) that under the government of the houfe of Severus, 
their provincial adminiftration was abolished ; and in the fubfequent 
troubles, the annual or triennial eieftions of quaeftors mult have na- 
turally ceal’ed. 

»49 Cum patris nomine & cpiftolas ipfe di£laret, & edifla con- 
feriberet, orationefque in fenatu recitaret, etiam quatftoris vice. Sue- 
ton. in Tit. c. 6. The office muft have acquired new dignity, 
which was occafionally executed by the heir apparent of the empire. 
Trajan entrufted the fame care to Hadrian his quteftor and coufin. 
See Dodwell Piaeleftion. Cambden. x. xi. p. 36a — 394. 

*j° — Terris edifta daturas ; 

Supplicibus refponfa. — Oracula regis 
Eloquio crevere tuo ; nec dignius unquam 
Majeftas meminit fefe Romana locutam. 

Claudian in Confulat. Mall. Theodor. 33. See likewife Symmachus 
(Epiftol. i. 17.) and Caffiodorius (Variar. vi. 5.). 

Barbarians, 
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C wr r P- Barbarians, was never introduced to attedthe pub- 
• — — > lie a£ts of the emperors. 4. The extraordinary 
Jk^trea- 5 " tide count of the facred largejfes, was bellowed 
faicr. on the treafurer-general of the revenue, with the 
intention perhaps of inculcating, that every pay- 
ment flowed from the voluntary bounty of the 
monarch. To conceive the almod infinite detail 
of the annual and daily cxpence of the civil and 
military adminiftration in every part of a great 
empire, would exceed the powers of the mod vi- 
gorous imagination. The atdual account em- 
ployed feveral hundred perfons, diftributed into 
eleyen different offices, which were artfully con- 
trived to examine and controul their refpeflive 
operations. The multitude of thefe agents had a 
natural tendency to encreafe ; and it was more 
than once thought expedient to difmifs to their 
native homes, the ufelefs fupernumeraries, who, 
deferting their honed labours, had preffed with 
too much eagernefs into the lucrative profeflion 
of the finances' 51 . _ Twenty-nine provincial re- 
ceivers, of whom eighteen were honoured with 
the title of count, correfponded with the trea- 
furer , and he extended his jurisdiction oyer the 
mines from whence the precious metals were ex- 
tradled, over the mints, in which they were con- 
verted into the current coin, and over the public 
treafuries of the mod important cities, where they 
were depofited for the fervice of the date. The 
foreign trade of the empire was regulated by this 

minifter, who diredled likewife all the linen and 

/ 

*5* Cod. Theod. 1. vi. tit. 30. Cod. Juftinian. 1. xii. tit. 24.. 

woollen 
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woollen manufa<5tures, in which the fucceflive c ^ v ^ r p * 
operations of fpinning, weaving, and dying were ». 
executed, chiefly by women of a fervile condition, 
for the ufe of the palace and army. Twenty-fix 
of thefe inftitutions are enumerated in the weft, 
where the arts had been more recently introduced, 
and a ftill larger proportion may be allowed for 
the induftrious provinces of the eaft ,5 \ 5 . Be- Thepn- 

fides the public revenue, which an abfolute mo- furer!"**" 
narch might levy and expend according to his 
pleafure, the emperors, in the capacity of opu- 
lent citizens, pofiefled a very extenfive property, 
which was adminiftered by the count, or treafurer 
of the private eftate. Some part had perhaps been 
the antient demefnes of kings and republics ; 
fome accefiions might be derived from the fa- 
milies which were fucceflively invefted with the 
purple ; but the moft confiderable portion flowed 
from the impure fource of confifcations and for- 
feitures. The Imperial eftates were fcattered 
through the provinces, from Mauritania to Bri- 
tain ; but the rich and fertile foil of Cappadocia 
tempted the monarch to acquire in that country 
his faireft pofleftions ,SJ , and either Conftantine 
or his fucceflbrs embraced the occafion of juftify- 
*ng avarice by religious zeal. They fupprefied 

\ 

*5* In the departments of the two counts of the treafury, the 
eaftern part of the Notitia happens to be very defective. It inay be 
obferved, that we had a treafury-cheft in London, and a gyneceuna 
or manufafture at Winchefter. But Britain was not thought worthy 
either of a mint or of an arfenal. Gaul alone pofli.fli.-d three of the 
former, and eight of the latter. 

fit Cod. Theod. 1 . vi. tit. xxx. Jeg. i. and Godefroy ad loc. 

8 the 
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C£AP. the rich temple ofComana, where the high- priefir 

l..— v — > of the goddefs of war fupported the dignity of a 
fovereign prince ; and they applied to their pri- 
vate ufe the confecrated lands, which were inha- 
bited by fix thouland fubjeCts or flaves of the 
Deity and her minifters _‘ S4 . But thefe were not 
the valuable inhabitants : the plains that flxetch 
from the foot of Mount Argdeus to the banks of 
the Sarus, bred a generous race of horfes, re- 
nowned above all others in the ancient world, for 
their majeftic fhape, and incomparable fwiftnefs. 
Thefe facred animals, deftined for the fervice of 
the palace and the Imperial games, were pro- 
tected by the laws from the profanation of a vul- 
gar mafter ,55 . The demefnes of Cappadocia were 
important enough to require the infpeCtion of a 
count ,5<s i officers of an inferior rank were ftation- 
ed in the other parts of the empire } and the de- 
puties of the private, as well as thofe of the public, 
treafurer, were maintained in the exercife of their 
independent functions, and encouraged to con- 


*54 Strabon. Geograph. I. xii. p. 809. The other temple of 
Comana, in Pontus, was a colony from that of Cappadocia, 1 . xii. 
p. 825. The prefident Des Brofles (lee his Salultc, tom. ii. p. 21.) 
eonjeftures that the deity adored in both Comanas was Beltis, the 
Venus of the Eaft, the goddefs of generation 5 a very different being 
indeed from the goddefs of war. 

•55 Cod. Theod. 1 . x. tit. vi. de Grege Dominico. Godefroy 
has collefted evciy circumftance of antiquity relative to the Cappa- 
docian horfes. One of the fined breeds, the Palmatian, was the 
forfeiture of a rebel, whofe eftate lay about fixteen miles from Tyana, 
near the great road between Condantinople and Antioch. 

■S s Judinian (Novell. 30.) fubjefted the province of the count of 
Cappadocia, to the immediate authority of tile favourite eunuch, who 
prefided over the facred bedchamber. 

> troul 
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troul the authority of the provincial magiftrates ,S7 . chap. 
6, 7. The chofen bands of cavalry and infantry, - 
which guarded the perl’on of the emperor, were ™nts of 
under the immediate command of the two counts thedo- 
of the domejlics . The whole number confifted of meftiCS * 
three thoufand five hundred men, divided into 
feven fchcols, or troops, of five hundred each j 
and in the eaft, this honourable fervice was al- 
piolt entirely appropriated to the Armenians. 
Whenever, on public ceremonies, they were 
drawn up in the courts and porticos of the palace, 
their lofty ftature, filent order, and fplendid arms 
of filver and gold, difplayed a martial pomp, not 
unworthy of the Roman majefty ,s *. From the 
feven fchools two companies of horfe and foot 
were feleded, of the proteftorsy whofe advanta- 
geous ftation was the hope and reward of the moft 
deferving foldiers. They mounted guard in the 
interior apartments, and were occafionally dis- 
patched into the provinces, to execute with cele- 
rity and vigour the orders of their matter 159 . 

The counts of the domeftics had fueceeded to 
the office of the Prastorian praefe&s j like the prte- 
fe&s, they afpired from the fervice of the palace 
to the command of armies. 


>57 Cod. Theod. 1 . vi. tit. xxx. leg. 4, See. 

> 5 * Pancirolus, p. iox. 136. The appearance of thefe military 
domeftics is deferibed, in the Latin poem of Corippus, De Laudibus 
juftin. 1 . iii. 157 — 179. P. 419, 410, of the Appendix Hilh 
Byzantin. Rom. 1777. 

'S 9 Ammianus Marcellinus, who ferved fo many years, obtained 
only the rank of a Proteftor. The firft ten among thefe honourably 
foldiers were Clarijpmu 

• The 
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CHAP. 

XVII. 


Agents, or 
official 


fpies. 


The perpetual intercourfe between the court 
and the provinces was facilitated by the conftruc- 
tion of roads and the inftitution of pofts. But 
thefe beneficial eftabliffiments were accidentally 


connected with a pernicious and intolerable abufe. 
Two or three hundred agents or meflfengers werd 
employed, under the jurifdi&ion of the mafter of 
the offices, to announce the names of the annual 
confuls, and the edicts or victories of the empe- 
rors. They infenfibly aflumed the licence of re- 
porting whatever they could obferve of the con- 
duct either of magiftrates or of private citizens ; 
and were foon confidered as the eyes of the mo- 
narch * 60 , and the fcourge of the people. Under 
the warm influence of a feeble reign, they multi- 
plied to the incredible number of ten thoufand, 
difdained the mild though frequent admonitions 
of the laws, and exercifed in the profitable ma- 
nagement of the pofts a rapacious and infolent op- 
preffion. Thefe official fpies, who regularly cor- 
refponded with the palace, were encouraged, by 
favour and reward, anxioufly to watch the pro- 
grefs of every treafonable defign, from the faint 
and latent fymptoms of difaffe&ion, to the attual 
preparation of an open revolt. Their carelefs or 
criminal violation of truth and juftice was covered 
by the confecrated mafic of zeal j and they might 
fecurely aim their poifoned arrows at the breaft 
either of the guilty or the innocent, who had pro- 


,6 ° Xenophon. Cyropoed. 1 . viii. BrilTon, de Regno Perfico, 1 . i. 
N° 190. p. 164. The emperors adopted with pleafure this Perfian 
metaphor. 

yoked 
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voked their refentment, or refufed to purchafe chap. 
their filence. A faithful fubjeft, of Syria per- 
haps, or of Britain, was expofed to the danger, 
or at lead to the dread, of being dragged in 
chains to the court of Milan or Conftantinople, 
to defend his life and fortune againft the mali- 
cious charge of thefe privileged informers. The 
ordinary adminiftration was condufted by thofe 
methods which extreme neceflity can alone pal- 
liate ; and the defeats of evidence were diligently 
fupplied by the ufe of torture ,6 ‘. 

The deceitful and dangerous experiment of the ufe of tor- 
criminal qu<rftion, as it is emphatically ftyled, was ture * 
admitted, rather than approved, in the jurifpru- 
dence of the Romans. They applied this fan- 
guinary mode of examination only to fervile bo- 
dies, whofe fufferings were feldom weighed by 
thofe haughty republicans in the fcale of juftice 
or humanity : but they would never confent to 
violate the facred perfon of a citizen, till they 
poffeffed the cleared: evidence of his guilt l6 \ 

The annals of tyranny, from the reign of Tibe- 
rius to that of Domitian, circumftantially relate 
die executions of many innocent vi&ims ; but, as 
long as the fainted: remembrance was kept alive 

,6 * For the Agenta in Rchut, fee Ammian. 1. xv. c. 3. I. xvi. e. 5. 

1. xxii. c. 7. with the curious annotations of Valefius. Cod. 

Theod. 1. vi. tit. xxvii, xxviii, xxix. Among the paffages colle£l- 
ed in the Commentary of Godefroy, the molt remarkable is one from 
Libanias, in his difeourfe concerning the death of Julian. 

161 The Pandefls (1. xlviii. tit. xviii.) contain the 1'entiments of 
the molt celebrated civilians on the fubjeft of torture. They 
ftri£Uy confine it to flaves ; and Ulpian himfelf is ready to acknow- 
ledge, that Res eft fragilis, et periculofa, «t qua: vevkatem. 
fallat, 

of 
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C xvn P t ^ ie nat ' ona ^ freedom and honour, the laft 

i , hours of a Roman were fecure from the danger of 

ignominious torture ,63 . The conduft of the pro- 
vincial magiftrates was not, however, regulated 
by the praftice of the city, or the drift maxims 
of the civilians. They found the ufe of torture 
eftablifhed not only among the (laves of oriental 
defpotifm, but among the Macedonians, who 
obeyed a limited monarch j among the Rhodians, 
who flouriflied by the liberty of commerce ; and 
even among the fage Athenians, who had allerted 
and adorned the dignity of human kind ,6+ . The 
acquiefcence of the provincials encouraged their 
governors to acquire, or perhaps to ufurp, a dis- 
cretionary power of employing the rack, to ex- 
tort from vagrants or plebeian criminals the con- 
fefiion of their guilt, till they infenfibly proceed- 
ed to confound the diftinftions of rank, and to 
difregard the privileges of Roman citizens. The 
apprehenfions of the fubjefts urged them to fo- 
licit, and the intereft of the fovereign engaged 
him to grant, a variety of fpecial exemptions, 
which tacitly allowed, and even authorifed, the 
general -ufe of torture. They protefted all per- 
fons of illuftrious or honourable rank, bilhops 

l6 i In the confpiracy of Pifo again ft Nero, Epicharis (libertina 
mulier) was the only perfon tortured 5 the reft were inta&'t tormentis. It 
would be fuperfluous to add a weaker, and it would be difficult to 
find a ftronger, example. Tacit. Annal. xv. 57. 

,6 4 Diccndum . . . de Inftitutis Athenienfium, Rhodiorum, 
dofliffimorum hominum, apud quos etiam (id quod acerbiffimnm 
eft) liberi, civefque torquentur. Cicero. Partit. Orat. c. 34. We 
may learn from the trial of Philotas the praftice of the Macedonians. 
(Diodor. Sicul. 1. xvii. p. 604. Q. Curt. 1. vi. c. ix.) 

and 
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and their preibyters, profeflors of the liberal arts, C ^A p ‘ 

fbldiers and their families, municipal officers, and , — t 

their pofterity to the third generation, and all 
children under the age of puberty ,6s . But a fatal 
maxim was introduced into the new jurifprudence 
of the empire, that in the cafe of treafon, which 
included every offence that the fubtlety of lawyers 
could derive from an hoftile intention towards the 
prince or republic ,66 , all privileges were fufpend- 
ed, and all conditions were reduced to the fame 
ignominious level. As the fafety of the emperor 
was avowedly preferred to every confideration of 
juftice or humanity, the dignity of age, and the 
tendernefs of youth, were alike cxpofed to the 
mod cruel tortures ; and the terrors of a mali- 
cious information, which might feledt them as the 
accomplices, or even as the witneffes, perhaps, 
of an imaginary crime, perpetually hung over 
the heads of the principal citizens of the Roman 
world ,6r . 

Thefe evils, however terrible they may appear. Finances, 
were confined to the fmaller number of Roman 


,l5 S Heineccius (Element. Jur. Civil, part vii. p. 81.) has col- 
lected thefe exemptions into one view. 

166 This definition of the fage Ulpian (Pandeft. 1. xlviii. tit. iv.) 
feems to have been adapted to the court of Caracalla, rather than to 
that of Alexander Severus. See the Codes of Theodofius and 
Juftinian ad leg. Juliam majeftatis. 

*®7 Arcadius Charifius is the oldeft lawyer quoted in the Pandefls 
to juftify the univerfal pra&ice of torture in all cafes of treafon ; but 
this maxim of tyranny, which is admitted by Ammianus (1. xix. 
c. 12.) with the mod refpeflful terror, is enforced by feveral laws of 
the fuccefTors of Conftantine. See Cod. Theod. 1. ix. tit. xxxv. In 
majeftatis crimine omnibus sequa eft conditio. 

Vol. III. G fubjefts. 
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fubjedls, whofe dangerous fituation was in fome 
degree compenfated by the enjoyment of thofe 
advantages, either of nature or of fortune, which 
expofed them to the jealoufy of the monarch. 
The obfcure millions of a great empire have 
much lefs to dread from the cruelty than from the 
avarice of their mailers ; and their humble hap- 
pinefs is principally affected by the grievance of 
excefiive taxes, which gently prefling on the 
wealthy, defcend with accelerated weight on 
the meaner and more indigent clafies of fociety. 
An ingenious philofopher 1,8 has calculated the 
univerfal meafure of the public impofitions by the 
degrees of freedom and fervitude ; and ventures 
to affert, that, according to an invariable law of 
nature, it mull always increafe with the former, 
and diminilh in a juft proportion to the latter. 
But this reflection, which would tend to alleviate 
the miferies of defpotifm, is contradicted at leaft 
by the hiftory of the Roman empire; which 
accufes the fame princes of defpoiling the fenate 
of its authority, and the provinces of their wealth. 
Without abolifhing all the various cuftoms and 
duties on merchandizes, which are imperceptibly 
difcharged by the apparent choice of the pur- 
chafer, the policy of Conftantine and his fuccef- 
fors preferred a fimple and direCt mode of taxa- 
tion, more congenial to the Ipfrit of an arbitrary 
government “ 9 . 


168 Montefquieu, Efprit des Loi*, 1 . xii. c. 13. 
l5 9 Mr. Hume (Effays, vol. i. p. 3^9. ) has feen this important 
truth, with fome degree of perplexity. 


The 
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The name and ufe of the indinions ,7 °, which 
ferve to afcertain the chronology of the middle 
ages, was derived from the regular practice of the 
Roman tributes ,;I . The emperor fubfcribed with 
his own hand, and in purple ink, the folemn 
edi£V, or indi&ion, which was fixed up in the 
principal city of each diocefe, during two months 
previous to the firft day of September. And, by 
a very eafy connection of ideas, the word indiftion 
was transferred to the meafure of tribute which it 
prefcribed, and to the annual term which it al- 
lowed for the payment. This general eftimate of 
the fupplies was proportioned to the real and ima- 
ginary wants of the date ; but as often as the ex- 
pence exceeded the revenue, or the revenue fell 
fhort of the computation, an additional tax, under 
the name of fuperindittioti , was impofed on the 
people, and the mod valuable attribute of fove- 
reigntv was communicated to the Praetorian prae- 
fe&s, who, on fome occafions, were permitted to 
provide for the unforefeen and extraordinary exi- 
gencies of the public fervice. The execution of 
thefe laws (which it would be tedious topurfuein 


*7° The cycle of indiflions, which may be traced as high as the 
reign of Conftantius, or perhaps of his father Conftantine, is ftill 
employed by the Papal court : but the commencement of the year 
has been very reafonably altered to the firft of January. See l’Art 
de Verifier les Dates, p. xi. ; and Di&ionnaire Raifon. de la Di- 
plomatique, tom. ii. p. 45 . ; two accurate treatifes, which come from 
the workthop of the Benedi&ines. 

*7* The firft twenty-eight titles of the eleventh book of the 
Theodofian Code are filled with the circumftantial regulations on 
the important fubjeft of tributes ; but they fuppofe a clearer know- 
ledge of fundamental principles than it is at prefent in our power to 
attain. 

G 2 their 
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chap, their minute and intricate detail) confided of two 

t y i diftinCt operations ; the refolving the general im- 

pofition into its conllituent parts, which were af- 
fefied on the provinces, the cities, and the indivi- 
duals of the Roman world ; and the colletting the 
feparate contributions of the individuals, the cities, 
and the provinces, till the accumulated fums were 
poured into the Imperial treafuries. But as the 
account between the monarch and the fubjeft was 
perpetually open, and as the renewal of the de- 
mand anticipated the perfect difcharge of the pre- 
ceding obligation, the weighty machine of the 
finances was moved by the fame hands round the 
circle of its yearly revolution. Whatever was 
honourable or important in the adminiftration of 
the revenue, was committed to thewifdomof the 
prefects, and their provincial reprefentatives ; 
the lucrative functions were claimed by a crowd 
of fubordinate officers, fome of ^hom depended 
on the treafurer, others on the governor of the 
province j and who, in the inevitable conflicts of 
a perplexed jurifdidUon, had frequent opportu- 
nities of difputing with each other the fpoils of the 
people. The laborious offices, which could be 
productive only of envy and reproach, of expence 
and danger, were impofed on the Decurions , who 
formed the corporations of the cities, and whom 
the feverity of the Imperial laws had condemned 
to fuftain the burthens of civil fociety ,7 \ The 

, ~ 1 The title concerning the Decurions (1. xii. tit. i.) is the moft 
ample in the whole Theodolian Code ; fmcc it contains not lefs than 
one hundred and ninety-two diftir.ft laws to afeertain the duties and 
privileges of that ufeful order of citizens. 

whole 
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whole landed property of the empire (without ex- c p . 
cepting the patrimonial eftates of the monarch) 
was the objedl of ordinary taxation j and every 
new purchafer contra&ed the obligations of the 
former proprietor. An accurate cenfus 17J , or fur- 
vey, was the only equitable mode of afcertaining 
the proportion which every citizen ffiould be ob- 
liged to contribute for the public fervice ; and 
from the well-known period of the inductions, there 
is reafon to believe that this difficult and expen- 
five operation was repeated at the regular dif- 
tance of fifteen years. The lands were meafured 
by furveyors, who were fent into the provinces ; 
their nature, whether arable or pafture, or vine- 
yards or woods, was dillimffly reported ; and an 
eftimate was made of their common value from 
the average produce of five years. The numbers 
of flaves and of cattle conftituted an efiential part 
of the report} an oath was adminiftered to the 
proprietors, which bound them to difclofe the true 
ftate of their affairs ; and their attempts to pre- 
varicate, or elude the intention of the legiflator, 
were feverely watched, and puniffied as a capital 
crime, which included the double guilt of treafon 
and facrilege ll *. A large portion of the tribute 

>75 Habemus eniro et hominum numerum qui delati funt, ct 
agrum modum. Eumenius in Panegyr. Vet. viii. 6. Sec Cod. 

Tlieod. 1. xiii. tit. x. xi. with Godefroy’s Commentary. 

'74 Siquis facrilega yitem falce fucciderit, aut feracium Ramonim 
foetus hebetaverit, quo declinet fidem Cenfuum, ct mentialur callide 
paupertatis ingenium, mox deteftus capitale ftibibit exitium, et bona 
ejus in Fifci jura migrabunt. pod. Theod. J. xiii. tit. xi. leg. i. 

Although this law is not without its ftudied obfeurity, it is, how- 
ever, clear enough to prove the minutenefs of the inquifitipn, and 
tjie tjifproportion of the penalty. 

G 3 was 
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was paid in money } and of the current coin of the 
empire, gold alone could be legally accepted * 1 
The remainder of the taxes, according to the pro- 
portions determined by the annual indi&ion, was 
furnilhed in a manner ftill more direct, and ftill 
more oppreffive. According to the different na- 
ture of lands, their real produce, in the various 
articles of wine or oil, corn or barley, wood or 
iron, was tranfported by the labour or at the ex- 
pence of the provincials to the Imperial maga- 
zines, from whence they were occafionally diftri- 
buted, for the ufe of the court, of the army, and 
of the two capitals, Rome and Conftantinople, 
The commiflioners of the revenue were fo fre- 
quently obliged to make confiderable purchafes, 
that they were ftriTly prohibited from allowing 
any compenfation, or from receiving in money 
the value of thofe fupplies which were exacted in 
kind. In the primitive fimplicity of fmall com- 
munities, this method may be well adapted to 
collect the almoft voluntary offerings of the 
people ; but it is at once fufceptible of the utmoft 
latitude and of the utmoft ftridtnefs, which in a 
corrupt and abfolute monarchy muft introduce a 
perpetual conteft between the power of oppreffion 
and the arts of fraud ' 7S . The agriculture of the 

* Roman 


T 7S The aftonilhment of Pliny would have ceafed. Equidem 
miror P. R. viftis gentibus argentum femper imperitafle non aurum. 

Hift. Natur. xxxiii. 15. 

•7* Some precautions were taken (fee Cod. Theod. 1. xf. tit. ii. 
and Cod. Juftinian. 1. x. tit. xxvii. leg. 1. 2, 3.) to reftrain the 
magiftrates from the abufe of their authority, either in the exaction 
or in the purchafe of corn ; but thofe who had learning enough to 

- read 
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Roman provinces was infenfibly ruined, and, in P. 
the progrefs of defpotifm, which tends to difap. ■ ■ 

point its own purpofe, the emperors were obliged 
ter derive fome merit from the forgivenefs of 
debts, or the remiflion of tributes, which their 
fubjefts were utterly incapable of paying. Ac- 
cording to the new divifion of Italy, the fertile 
and happy province of Campania, the feene of 
the early vidlories and of the delicious retire- 
ments of the citizens of Rome, extended between 
the fea and the Appenine from the Tyber to the 
Silarus. Within fixty years after the death of 
Conftantine, and on the evidence of an adtual 
Purvey, an exemption was granted in favour of 
three hundred and thirty thoufand Englifh acres 
of defert and uncultivated land j which amount- 
ed to one-eighth of the whole furface of the pro- 
vince. As the footfteps of the Barbarians had 
not yet been feen in Italy, the caufe of this 
amazing defolation, which is recorded in the 
laws, can be aferibed only to the adminiftration, 
of the Roman emperors 111 . 

Either from defign or from accident, the mode Afleffed in 
of afleffment feemed to unite the fubftancc of a 

tation. 

read the orations of Cicero againft Verres (iii. de Frumento), might 
inflruft themfelves in all the vaiious arts of oppreflion, with regard 
to the weight, the price, the quality, and the carnage. The avarice 
of an unlettered governor would 1'upply the ignorance of precept or 
precedent. ' 

*77 Cod. Theod. 1 . xi. tit. xxviii. leg. 2. publifhed the 24th of 
March, A. D. 395, by the emperor Honorius, only two months 
after the death of his father Theodofius. He fpeaks of 528,042 Ro- 
man jugera, which I have reduced to the Englilh meafure. The 
jugerutn contained 28,800 fquare Roman feet, 

G 4 land- 
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C \vn P l ar| d- tax with forms of a capitation ,7S . The 

» v — ; returns which were fent of every province or 

didrict, exprefied the number of tributary fub- 
jetds, and the amount of the public impoiitions. 

,, The latter of thefe fums was divided by the for- 
mer ; and the edimate, that fuch a province con- 
tained fo many capita, or heads of tribute j and 
that each head was rated at fuch a price, was uni- 
verfally received, not only in the popular, but 
even in the legal computation. The value of a 
tributary head mud have varied, according to 
many accidental, or at lead fluctuating circum- 
flances { but fome knowledge has been preferved 
of a very curious fa<d, the more important, fince 
it relates to one of the riched provinces of the 
Roman empire, and which now flouridies as the 
mod fplendid of the European kingdoms. The 
rapacious miniders of Condantius had exhauded 
the wealth of G411I, by exacting twenty-five pieces 
of gold for the annual tribute of every head. 
The humane policy of his fuccefior reduced the 
capitation to feven pieces 175 . A moderate pro*? 
portion between thefe oppofite extremes of extra- 
ordinary oppreffion and of tranfient indulgence, 
may therefore be fixed at fixteen pieces of gold, 

i 

178 Godefroy (Cod. Theod. tom. vi. p. 116.) argues with 
weight and learning on the fubjeft of the capitation ; but while he 
explains the caput, as a lhare or meafure of property, he too abfolutc- 
ly excludes the idea of a perfonal affetfment. 

*79 Quid profuerit ( Ju’ianut ) anhtiantibus extrema penuria Gallis, 
hinc maxime claret, quod primitus partes cas ingreffus, pro cepitiiut 
finguiis tributt nomine vicenos quinos aureos repeiit flagitari ; dil- 
cedens vero feptenos tantum munera univerfa complentes. Ammian. 
1. xvi. c. £. 

or 


Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


*9 

or about nine pounds fterling, the common ftand- Chap. 
ard perhaps of the impofitions of Gaul ,8 °. But . 

this calculation, or rather indeed the fads from 
whence it is deduced, cannot fail of fuggefting 
two difficulties to a thinking mind, who will be 
at once furprifed by the equality , and by the » 
tnity of the capitation. An attempt to explain 
them may perhaps reflect fome light on the inte- 
refting fubjed of the finances of the declining 
empire. 

I. It is obvious, that, as long as the immutable 
conftitution ofhuman nature produces and main- 
tains fo unequal a divifion of property, the moft 
numerous part of the community would be de- 
prived of their fubfiftence, by the equal afieflf- 
ment of a tax from which the fovereign would 
derive a very trifling revenue. Such indeed might 
be the theory of the Roman capitation j but in 
[he pradice, this unjuft: equality was no longer 

lS;! In the calculation of any fum of money under Conftantine 
and his I'uccefTors, we need only refer to the excellent difeourfe of 
Mr. Greaves on the Denarius, for the proof of the following prin* 
ciples : i. That the ancient and modern Roman pound, containing 
5256 grains of Troy weight, is about one twelfth lighter than the 
Englilh pound, which is compofed of 5760 of the fame grains. 

2: That the pound of gold, which had once been divided into forty- 
eight aureiy was at this time coined into feventy-two fmallcr pieces of 
the lame denomination. 3. That five of thefe aurei were the legal 
tender for a pound of filver, and that confequently the pound of 
gold was exchanged for fourteen pounds eight ounces of filver, ac- 
cording to the Roman, or about thirteen pounds according to the 
Englilh, weight. 4. That the Englilh pound of filver is coined 
into fixty-two fhillings. From thefe elements we may compute the 
Roman pound of gold, the ufual method of reckoning large fume, 
at forty pounds fterling ; and we may fix the currency of the aureus 
fct fomewhat more than eleven fliil lings. 

felt. 
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c h ap. f e lt } as the tribute was collected on the principle 
. — ' , of a real , not of a perfonal impofition. Several 
indigent citizens contributed to compofe a Angle 
bead , or fhare of taxation ; while the wealthy pro- 
vincial, in proportion to his fortune, alone repre- 
fented feveral of thofe imaginary beings. In a 
poetical requeft, addreffed to bne of the laft and 
moft deferving of the Roman Princes who reign- 
ed in Gaul, Sidonius Apollinaris perfonifies his 
tribute under the figure of a triple monfter, the 
Geryon of the Grecian fables, and intreats the 
new Hercules that he would moft gracioufly be 
pleafed to fave his life by cutting off three of his 
heads The fortune of Sidonius far exceeded 
the cuftomary wealth of a poet; but if he had 
purfued the aliufion, he muft have painted many 
of the Gallic nobles with the hundred heads of 
the deadly Hydra, fpreading over the face of the 
country, and devouring the fubftance of an hun- 
dred families. II. The difficulty of allowing an 
annual fum of about nine pounds fterling, even 
for the average of the capitation of Gaul, may be 
rendered more evident by the comparifon of the 
prefent ftate of the fame country, as it is now go- 
verned by theabfolute monarch of an induftrious, 
wealthy and affectionate people. The taxes of 
France cannot be magnified, either by fear or by 


Geryones nos effe puta, monftrumque tributum, 

Hlc capita ut vivam, tu. mihi tolle tna. 

Sidon. Apollinar. Carm. xiii. 

The reputation of Father Sirmond led me to expert more i'atisfartion 
than I have found in his note (p. 144.) on this remarkable paflage. 
The words, fuo vel Jucrum nomine, betray the perplexity of the com- 
mentator. 

> - flattery. 
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flattery, beyond the annual amount of eighteen chap. 
millions fterling, which ought perhaps to be . - — ‘ f 
lhared among four-and-twenty millions of inha- 
bitants m . Seven millions of thefe, in the ca- 
pacity of fathers, or brothers, or hufbands, may . 
difcharge the obligations of the remaining multi- 
tude of women and children ; yet the equal pro- 
portion of each tributary fubjeft will fcarcely rife 
above fifty {hillings of our money, inftead of a 
proportion almoft four times as confiderable, 
which was regularly impofed on their Gallic an- 
ceftors. The reafon of this difference may be 
found, not fo much in the relative fcarcity or 
plenty of gold and filver, as in the different Hate 
of fociety in ancient Gaul and in modern France. 

Jn a country where perfonal freedom is the pri- 
vilege of every fubjedt, the whole rnafs of taxes, 
whether they are levied on property or on con- 
fumption, may be fairly divided among the whole 


,s * This aflertion, however formidable it may feem, is founded on 
the original regifters of births, deaths, and marriages, collected by 
public authority, and now depofited in the Cmtrile General at Paris. 
The annual average of births throughout the whole kingdom, taken 
in five years (from 1770 to 1774, both inclufive) is, 479,649 boys, 
and 449,169 girls, in all 918,918 children. The province of 
French Hainault alone furnithes 9906 births : and we are allured, 
by an aflual numeration of the people annually repeated from the 
year 1773 to the year 1776, that, upon an average, Hainault con- 
tains 157,097 inhabitants. By the rules of fair analogy, we might 
infer, that the ordinary proportion of annual births to the whole 
people, is about 1 to 16 ; and that the kingdom of France contains 
14,151,868 perfons of both fexes and of every age. If we content 
ourfelves with the more moderate proportion of 1 to 15, the whole 
population will amount to 13,111,950. From the diligent refearches 
of the French government (which are not unworthy of our own imi- 
tation), we may hope to obtain a ftill greater degree of certainty on 
this important fubjeft. 

7 body 
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CHAP, body of the nation. But the far greater part of 
the lands of ancient Gaul, as well as of the ocher 
provinces of the Roman world, were cultivated 
by flaves, or by peafants, whofe dependent con- 
dition was a lefs rigid fervitude * 83 . In fuch a 
ftate the poor were maintained at the expence of 
the matters, who enjoyed the fruits of their la- 
bour; and as the rolls of tribute were filled only 
with the names of thofe citizens who pofTefled the 
means of an honourable, or at lead of a decent 
fubfiftence, the comparative fmallnefs of their 
numbers explains and juftifies the high rate of 
their capitation. The truth of this afiercion may 
be illuflrated by the following example : The 
iEdui, one of the moft powerful and civilized 
tribes or cities of Gaul, occupied an extent of ter- 
ritory, which now contains above five hundred 
thoufand inhabitants, in the two ecclefiaflical 
diocefes of Autun and Nevers 184 ; and with the 


,s ? Cod. Theod. I. v. tit. ix, x, xi. Cod. Juftinian. 1 . xi. tit, 
lxiii. Coloni appellantur qui conditionem debent genitali folo, 
propter agriculturam fub dominio poffelTorum. Auguftin. de Civitatq 
Dei, 1 . x. c. i. 

,s 4 The ancient jurifdiftion of {Augyftoiunum) Autun in Bur- 
gundy, the capital of the jTdui, comprehended the adjacent ter- 
ritory of (Nwiodunvm) Nevers. See d’Anville, Notice de l’ancienne 
Giule, p. 491. The two diocefes of Autun and Nevers are now 
compofed, the former of 610, and the latter of 160, parilhes. The 
regi tiers of births, taken during eleven years, in 476 parities of the 
fame province of Burgundy, and multiplied by the moderate pro- 
portion of 15 (fee Meffance Kecherches fur la Population, p. 142.), 
may authorife us to aflign an average number of 656 perfons for 
each parilh, which being again multiplied by the 770 parilhes of the 
diocefes of Nevers and Autun, will produce the lum of 505,130 
perfons for the extent of country which was once poflcfTed by the 
aEdui. 
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probable acceffion of thofe of Chalons and Ma- c p 
con ,8s , the population would amount to eight v, — y — - 
hundred thoufand fouls. In the time of Con- 
ftantinc, the territory of the iEdui afforded no 
more than twenty-five thoufand heads of capita- 
tion, of whom feven thoufand were difcharged by 
that prince from the intolerable weight of tri- 
bute l86 . A juft analogy would feem to counte- 
nance the opinion of an ingenious hiftorian I87 , 
that the free and tributary citizens did not fur- 
pafs the number of half a million j and if, in the 
ordinary adminiftration of government, their an- 
nual payments may be computed at about four 
millions and a half of our money, it would ap- 
pear, that although the (hare of each individual 
was four times as confiderable, a fourth part only 
of the modern taxes of France was levied on the 
Imperial province of Gaul. The exactions of 
Conftantius may be calculated at feven millions 
fterling, which were reduced to two millions by 
the humanity or the wifdom of Julian. 


,8 S We might derive an additional fupply of 301,750 inhabitants 
from the diocefes of Chalons (Cabillomim) and of Ma^on (IMh.'i/io) ; 
fince they contain, the one 200, and the other 260, parilhes. This 
acceffion of territory might be juilificd by very fpecious rcafons. 
j. Chalons and Matron were undoubtedly within the original jurif- 
diftion of the Asdui. (See d’Anville Notice, p. 187. 443.) 2. In 
the Notitia of Gaul, they are enumerated not as Civitatcs, but mere- 
ly as Caftra. 3. They do not appear to have been epiicopal feats 
before the fifth and fixth centuries. Yet there is a pafTage in Eume- 
nius (Panegyr. Vet. viii. 7.) which very forcibly deters me from ex- 
tending the territory of the Aidui in the reign of Conflantine, along 
the beautiful banks of the navigable Saone. 

184 Eumenius in Panegyr. Vet. viii. 11. 

>*7 L’Abbe du Bos Hilt. Critique de la M. F. tom. i. p. 121. 

But 
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C xvn? ^ ut t ^ 1 ' s tax> 0r ca P ltat * on J on t ^ ie proprietors 

. _ ' ,) of land, would have fuffered a rich and numerous 

Capitation c j a f s 0 f f ree citizens to efcape. With the view 

on trade # # * 

and in- of Iharing that fpecies of wealth which is derived 
from art or labour, and which exifts in money 
or in merchandife, the emperors impofed a dif- 
tindl and perfonal tribute on the trading part of 
their fubjedts ,8S . Some exemptions, very ftridtly 
confined both in time and place, were allowed to 
the proprietors who difpofed of the produce of 
their own eftates. Some indulgence was granted 
to the profefiion of the liberal arts : but every 
other branch of commercial induftry was affedted 
by the feverity of the law. The honourable mer- 
chant of Alexandria, who imported the gems and 
fpices of India for the ufe of the weftern world j 
the ufurer, who derived from the intereft of mo- 
ney a filent and ignominious profit; the inge- 
nious manufadturer, the diligent mechanic, and 
even the moft obfcure retailer of a fequeftered 
village, were obliged to admit the officers of the 
revenue into the partnerffiip of their gain : and 
the fovereign of the Roman empire, who tolerated 
the profefiion, confented to fhare the infamous 
falary, of public proftitutes. As this general tax 
upon induftry was collected every fourth year, it 
was ftyled the Lujlral Contribution : and the hifto- 
rian Zofimus * 89 laments that the approach of the 
fatal period was announced by the tears and ter- 

18R s ee Cod. Theod. 1. xiii. tit. i. and iv. 

s8 9 Zofimus, 1. ii. p. 1x5. There is probably as much paffion 
and prejudice in the attack of Zofimus, as in the elaborate defence 
of the memory of Conftantine by the zealous Dr, Howell, Hill, of 
the World, vol. ii. p. 10. 

rors 
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rors of the citizens, who were often compelled by c hap. 
the impending fcourge to embrace the mod ab- ■_ * ’ j 

horred and unnatural methods of procuring the 
fum at which their property had been affeiTed. 

The teftimony of Zofimus cannot indeed be jufti- 
fied from the charge of paffion and prejudice, but, 
from the nature of this tribute, it feems reafon- 
able to conclude that it was arbitrary in the dis- 
tribution, and extremely rigorous in the mode of 
colletfling. The fecret wealth of commerce, and 
the precarious profits of art or labour, are fufeep- 
tible only of a diferetionary valuation, which is 
feldom difadvantageous to the intereft of the trea- 
fury } and as the perfon of the trader Supplies the 
want of a vifible and permanent Security, the pay- 
ment of the impofition, which, in the cafe of a 
land-tax, may be obtained by the feizure of pro- 
perty, can rarely be extorted by any other means 
than thofe of corporal punilhments. The cruel 
treatment of the infolvent debtors of the ftate, is 
attefted, and was perhaps mitigated by a very 
humane editfl of Conftantine, who, disclaiming 
the ufe of racks and of fcourges, allots a Spacious 
and airy prifon for the place of their confine- 
ment ,s °. 

Thefe general taxes were impofed and levied by Free gifts, 
the abfolute authority of the monarch ; but the 
occafional offerings of the coronary gold ffill re- 
tained the name and Semblance of popular con- 
sent. It was an ancient cuftom that the allies of 
the republic, who aferibed their Safety or deliver- 


*9° Ccd, Theod. 1, xi. tit, vii, leg. 3 . 
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chap, ance to the fuccefs of the Roman arms j and even 

XVII. 

. , — ' ' i the cities of Italy, who admired the virtues of 
their victorious general, adorned the pomp of his 
triumph by their voluntary gifts of crowns of gold, 
■which, after the ceremony, were confecrated in 
the temple of Jupiter, to remain a lading monu- 
ment of his glory to future ages. The progrefs 
of zeal and flattery foon multiplied the number, 
and increafed the fize, of thele popular donations } 
and the triumph of Ctefar was enriched with two 
thoufand eight hundred and twenty-two mafify 
crowns, whofe weight amounted to twenty thou- 
fand four hundred and fourteen pounds of gold. 
This treafure was immediately melted down by 
the prudent dictator, who was fatisfied that it 
would be more ferviceable to his foldiers than to 
the gods: his example was imitated- by his fuc- 
cefiors •, and the cuftom was introduced, of ex- 
changing thefe fplendid ornaments for the more 
acceptable prefent of the current gold coin of the 
empire ,9 *. The fpontaneous offering was at 
length exaCted as the debt of duty and inftead of 
being confined to the occafion of a triumph, it 
was fuppofed to be granted by the feveral cities 
and provinces of the monarchy, as often as the 
emperor condefcended to announce his acceflion, 
his confulfhip, the birth of a fon, the creation of 
a Casfar, a victory over the Barbarians, or any 
other real or imaginary event which graced the, 

*9' See Lipfius de Magnitud. Romana, 1. ii. c. 9 . The Tarra- 
gonefe Spain prefented the emperor Claudius with a crown of gold 
of feven, and Gaul with another of nine hundred pounds weight. I 
have followed the rational emendation of Lipfius. 

annals 
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annals of his reign. The peculiar free gift of the p * 
fenate of Rome was fixed by ctiftom at fixteen > - t — j 
hundred pounds of gold, or about fixty-four 
thoufand pounds Iterling. The opprefifed fub- 
jc<5bs celebrated their own felicity, that their fcve-- 
reign fhould gracioufiy confent to accept this 
feeble but voluntary teflimony of their loyalty and 
gratitude 19 \ 

A people elated by pride, or foured by dif- 
content, are feldom qualified to form a juft efti- 
mate of their adtual fituation. The fubjefls of 
Conftantine were incapable of difcerning the de- 
cline of genius and manly virtue, which fo far 
degraded them below the dignity of their an- 
ceftors ; but they could feel and lament the rage 
of tyranny, the relaxation of difcipline, and the 
encreafe of taxes. The impartial hiftorian, who 
acknowledges the juftice of their complaints, will 
obferve fome favourable circumftances which 
tended to alleviate the mifery of their condition. 

The threatening tempeft of Barbarians, which fo 
foon fubverted the foundations of Roman great- 
nefs,.was ftill repelled, or fufpended, on the fron- 
tiers. The arts of luxury and literature were 
cultivated, and the elegant pleafures of fociety 
were enjoyed by the inhabitants of a confiderable 
portion of the globe. The forms, the pomp, and 
the expence of the civil adminiftration contri- 
buted to reftrain the irregular licence of the fol- 
diers and although the laws were violated by 

191 Cod. Theod. 1 . xii. tit. xiii. The fenators were fuppofed to 
be exempt from the Auruw Coronanum j but the Auri Obiatio , which was 
required at their hands, was precifely of the fame nature. 

Vol. III. H power. 


Digitized by Google 



I 


98 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, power, or perverted by fubtlety, the fage prin- 
4 ' ciples of the Roman jurifprudence preferved a 

fenfe of order and equity, unknown to the defpo- 
tic governments of the eaft. The rights of man- 
kind might derive fome protection from religion 
and philofophy; and the name of freedom, which 
could no longer alarm, might fometimes admo- 
nifh, the fuccelTors of Auguftus, that they did 
not reign over a nation of Slaves or Barba- 
rians ' 91 . 

* 9 J The great Thcodofius, in his judicious advice to his fon (Clau- 
dian in iv Conl'ulat. Honorii, 114, &c.), dillinguilhes the Ration of 
a Roman prince from that of a Parthian monarch. Virtue was ne- 
ceflary for the one. Birth might fuflice for the other. 
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C H A P. XVIII. 

Charafter of Conjlantine. — Gothic War. — Death of 
Con far tine. — Divifion of the Empire among his 
three Sons. — Perfian War. — Tragic Deaths of 
Conjlantine the Tounger and Conftans. — Ufurpation 
of Magnentius. — Civil War. — VitJory of Conjian- 
tius. 

T HE character of the prince who removed CHAP. 

x • XVIII 

the feat of empire, and introduced fuch 
important changes into the civil and religious Charafter 
conftitution of his country, has fixed the atten- tontine.', 
tion, and divided the opinions, of mankind. By 
the grateful zeal of the Chriftians, the deliverer 
of the church has been decorated with every at- 
tribute of a hero, and even of a faint j while the 
difcontent of the vanquiflied party has compared 
Conftantine to the mofl abhorred of thofe tyrants, 
who, by their vice and weaknefs, difhonoured 
the Imperial purple. The fame paflions have in 
fome degree been perpetuated to fucceeding ge- 
nerations, and the chara£ter of Conftantine iscon- 
fidered, even in the prefent age, as an objeft 
either of fatire or of panegyric. By the impar- 
tial union of thofe defeats which are confeffed by 
his warmeft admirers, and of thofe virtues which 
are acknowledged by his molt implacable ene- 
mies, we might hope to delineate a juft portrait 
of that extraordinary man, which the truth and 
candour of hiftory lhould adopt without a 

H 2 blufh. 
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C H A P. 
XVIII. 


His vir- 
tues. 


blufh But it would foon appear, that the vain at- 
tempt to blend fuch difeordant colours, and to re- 
concile fuch inconfiftent qualities, mull produce a 
figure monftrous rather than human, unlefs it is 
viewed in its proper and diftimft lights, by a care- 
ful reparation of the different periods of the reign 
of Conflantine. 

The perfon, as well as the mind of Conftan- 
tine, had been enriched by nature with her choiceft 
endowments. His ftature was lofty, his coun- 
tenance majeftic, his deportment graceful ; his 
llrength and activity were difplayed in every 
manly exercile, and from his earlieft youth, to a 
very advanced feafon of life, he preferved the vi- 
gour of Ins conllitution by a ftriift adherence to 
the domePiic virtues of challity and temperance. 
He deliahted in the focial intercourle of familiar 
converfation j and though he might fometimes 
indulge his dilpofition to raillery with lefs referve 
than was required by the fevere dignity of his 
ilation, the courtefy and liberality of his manners 
gained the hearts of all who approached him. 
The fincerity of his friendfhip has been fufpedted; 
yet he fhewed, on fome occafions, that he was 
not incapable of a warm and lading attachment. 
The difadvantage of an illiterate education had 
not prevented him from forming a juft eftimate 

* On n? fe trompera point fur Conftantin, en croyant tout le mal 
qu'en dit Eulebe, et tout le bien qu’en dit Zofime. Fleury Hift. 
Ecclefiaftique, tom. iii. p. 233. Eufebius and Zofimus form indeed 
the two extremes of flattery and inve&ive. The intermediate fliades 
are exprefled by tliofe writers, whofe chara&er or lituation varioufljr 
tempered the influence of their religious zeal. 
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of the value of learning ; and the arts and fciences c J ^, I ^ r p ‘ 

derived fome encouragement from the munificent t .j 

prote&ion of Conftantine. In the difpatch of 
bufinefs, his diligence was indefatigable ; and the 
adtive powers of his mind were almofb continually 
exercifed in reading, writing, or meditating, in 
giving audience to ambafladors, and in examin- 
ing the complaints of his fubjefts. Even thofe 
who cenfured the propriety of his meafures were 
compelled to acknowledge, that he poflefled mag- 
nanimity to conceive, and patience to execute, 
the mod arduous defigns, without being checked 
either by the prejudices of education, or by the 
clamours of the multitude. In the field, he in- 
fufed his own intrepid fpirit into the troops, 
whom he conduced with the talents of a con- 
fummate general) and to his abilities, rather than 
to his fortune, we may afcribe the fignal victories 
which he obtained over the foreign and domeftic 
foes of the republic. He loved glory, as the re- 
ward, perhaps as the motive, of his labours. 

The boundlefs ambition, which, from the mo- 
ment of his accepting the purple at York, ap- 
pears as the ruling paffion of his foul, may be 
juftified by the dangers of his own fituation, by 
the charafter of his rivals, by the confcioufnefs of 
fuperior merit, and by the profpeft that his fuc- 
cefs would enable him to reftore peace and order 
to the diftra&ed empire. In his civil wars againft 
Maxentius and Licinius, he had engaged on his 
fide the inclinations of the people, who com- 
pared the undiflembled vices of thofe tyrants, 
with the fpirit of wifdom and juftice which feemed 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

to dired the general tenor of the administration 
of Conftantine \ 

Had Conftantine fallen on the banks of the 
Tyber, or even in the plains of Hadrianople, 
fuch is the character whichj with a few excep- 
tions, he might have tranfmitted to pofterity. 
But the conclufion of his reign (accordipg to the 
moderate and indeed tender fentenqe of a writer 
of the fame age) degraded him from the rank 
which he had acquired among the moil delerving 
of the Roman princes In the life of Auguftus, 
we behold the tyrant of the republic, converted, 
almoft by imperceptible degrees, into the father 
of his country and of human kind. In that of 
Conftantine, we may contemplate a hero, who 
had fo long infpired his fubjeds with love, and 
his enemies with terror, degenerating into a cruel 
and diflolute monarch, corrupted by his fortune, 
or raifed by conqueft above the neceflity of difti- 
mulation. The general peace which he mainr 
tained during the laft fourteen ^ears of his reign, 

1 The virtues of Conftantine are collecled for the mcft part from 
Eutropius, and the younger Viftor, two fmcere pagans, who 
wrote after the extinction of his family. Even Zolimus, and the 
Emperor Julian, acknowledge his perfonal courage and military 
achievements. 

3 See Eutropius x. 6 . In primo Imperii tempore optimis princi- 
pibtts, ultimo mediis comparandus. From the ancient Greek vcr- 
fion of Pceanius (edit. Havercarop. p. 697.), I am inclined to fuf- 
peft that Eutropius had originally written vix mediis ; and that the 
offenfive raonofyllable was dropped by the wilful inadvertency of 
tranferibers. Aurelius Viftor exprefles the general opinion by a 
vulgar and indeed obfeure proverb. Tracbala decern annis pratftan- 
tilfiiTuis ; duodecim fequentibus latro ; decern noviftimis pupiiut ob 
immodicas profufione*. 

was 
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> was a period of apparent fplendor rather than of C ^ I V „ I P ‘ 
real profperity ; and the old age of Conftantine v - ¥ — y 
was difgraced by the oppofite yet reconcileable 
vices of rapacioufnefs and prodigality. The ac- 
cumulated treafures found in the palaces of Max- 
entius and Licinius, were lavilhly confumed ; the 
various innovations introduced by the conqueror, 
were attended with an encreafing expence; the 
coft of his buildings, his court, and his feftivals, 
required an immediate and plentiful fupply; and 
the oppreflion of the people was the only fund 
which could fupport the magnificence of the 
fovereign 4 . His unworthy favourites, enriched 
by the boundlefs liberality of their mafter, ufurp*- 
ed with impunity the privilege of rapine and cor- 
ruption 5 . A fecret but univerfal decay was felt 
in every part of the public adminiftration, and 
the emperor himfelf, though he Hill retained the 
obedience, gradually loft the efteem, of his fub- 
jeifts. The drefs and manners, which, towards 
the decline of life, he chofe to affeft, ferved only 
to degrade him in the eyes of mankind. The 
Afiatic pomp, which had been adopted by the 
pride of Diocletian, affirmed an air of foftnefs 
and effeminacy in the perfon of Conftantine. He 


* Julian. Orat. i. p. 8. in a flattering difcourfe pronounced be- 
fore the foil of Conflantine ; and Cxfares, p. 335. Zofimus, p. 114, 
115. The ftately buildings of Conftantinopie, &c. may be quoted 
as a lading and unexceptionable proof of the profufenefs of their 
founder. 

s The impartial Ammianus deferves ail our confidence. Proxi- 
morum fauces aperuit primus omnium Conflantinus. L. xvi. c. 8. 
JJufebius himfelf confefles the abufe (Vit. Conftantin. 1 . iv. c. 29. 
54.) ; and foroe of the Imperial laws feebly point out the remedy. 
See above, p. 53 of this volume. 
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C xvni P * s re P re ^ ente< ^ falfe hair of various colours, 

t — _» laborioufly arranged by the fkilful artifts of the 

times j a diadem of a new and more expenfive 
fafhion ; a profufion of gems and pearls, of col- 
lars and bracelets, and a variegated flowing robe 
of filk, moft curioufly embroidered with flowers 
of gold. In fuch apparel, fcarcely to be excufed 
by the youth and folly of Elagabalus, we are at a 
lofs to difcover the wifdom of an aged monarch, 
and the fimplicity of a Roman veteran 6 . A 
mind thus relaxed by profperity and indulgence, 
was incapable of rifing to that magnanimity which 
difdains fufpicion, and dares to forgive. The 
deaths of Maximian and Licinius may perhaps be 
juftified by the maxims of policy, as they are 
taught in the fchools of tyrants ; but an impartial 
narrative of the executions, or rather murders. 
Which fullied the declining age of Conftantine, 
will fugged to our moft candid thoughts, the idea 
of a prince, who could facrifice without relutftance 
the laws of juftice, and the feelings of nature, to 
the dictates either of his pafiions or of his 
intereft. 

Hisfamiiy. The fame fortune which fo invariably followed 
the ftandard of Conftantine, feemed to fecure the 
hopes and comforts of his domeftic life. Thofe 
among his pfedeceflbrs who had enjoyed the 
longeft and moft profperous reigns, Auguftus, 

6 Julian, in the Caefars, attempts to ridicule his uncle. His 
fufpicious teftimony is confirmed however by the learned Spanheim, 
with the authority of medals (See Commentaire, p. 156. 199. 597. 
459.). Eufebius (Orat. c. 5.) alleges, that Conftantine drcfled for 
the public, not for himfelf. Were this admitted, the vailieft cox* 
comb could never want an excuf?, 

Trajan, 
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iqs 

Trajan, and Diocletian, had been difappointed of c X y i \ L I P * 
pofterity i and the frequent revolutions had never v — v — > 
allowed fufficient time for any Imperial family to 
grow up and multiply under the fhade of the 
purple. But the royalty of the Flavian line, 
which had been firft ennobled by the Gothic Clau- 
dius, defcended through feveral generations ; and 
Conftantine himielf derived from his royal father 
the hereditary honours which he tranfmitted to his 
children. The emperor had been twice married. 
Minervina, the obfcure but lawful object of his 
youthful attachment 7 , had left him only one fon, 
who was called Crifpus. By Faufta, the daughter 
of Maximian, he had three daughters, and three 
fbns known by the kindred names of Conftantine, 
Conftantius, and Conftans. The unambitious 
brothers of the great Conftantine, Julius Conftan- 
tius, Dalmatius, and Hannibalianus 8 , were per- 
mitted to enjoy the mod honourable rank, and the 
moft affluent fortune, that could be confident 
with a private ftation. The youngeft of the three 
lived without a name, and died without pofterity. 

His two elder brothers obtained in marriage the 
daughters of wealthy fenators, and propagated 
new branches of the Imperial race. Gallus and 


7 Zofimus and Zonaras agree in reprefenting Minervina as the 
concubine of Conftantine : but Ducange has very gallantly refeued 
her chara&er, by producing a decifive paflage from one of the pane- 

.gyrics : “ Ab ipfo fine pueritiae te matrimonii legibus dedifti.” 

8 Ducange (Fatniliae Byzantinae, p. 44.) beftows on him, after 
Zonaras, the name of Conftantine ; a name fomewhat unlikely, as 
it was already occupied by the elder brother. That of Hannibalia- 
nus is mentioned in the Pafchal chronicle, and is approved by Tillc- 
niont, Hill, des Empereurs, tom. iv. p, 527, 

Julian 
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C xvm P ' J u ^ an afterwards became the moft illuftrious of 

i. — y- the children of Julius Conftantius, the Patrician. 
The two Tons of Dalmatius, who had been deco- 
rated with the vain title of Cenfor , were named 
Palmatius and Hannibalianus. The two fillers 
of the great Conftantine, Analtafia and Eutropia, 
were bellowed on Optatus and Nepotianus, two 
• fenators of noble birth and of confular dignity. 
His third filler, Conftantia, was dillinguiflied by 
her pre-eminence of greatnefs and of mifery. 
She remained the widow of the vanquilhed Lici- 
nius ; and ic was by her entreaties, that an inno- 
cent boy, the offspring of their marriage, pre- 
ferved for fome time, his life, the title of Csefar, 
and a precarious hope of the fuccefiion. Belides 
the females, and the allies of the Flavian houfe, 
ten or twelve males, to whom the language of 
modern courts would apply the title of princes of 
the blood, feemed, according to the order of 
their birth, to be deliined either to inherit or to 
fupport the throne of Conftantine, But in lefs 
than thirty years, this numerous and encreafing 
family was reduced to the perfons of Conftantius 
and Julian, who alone had furvived a ferics of 
crimes and calamities, fuch as the tragic poets 
have deplored in the devoted lines of Pelops and 
of Cadmus. 

Cr?' e s° f C r ifp u s> the eldefl fon of Conftantine, and the 
prefumptive heir of the empire, is reprefented by 
impartial hiltorians as an amiable and accom- 
plifhed youth. The care of his education, or at 
leaft of his ftudies, was entrufted to Laflantius, 
the moft eloquent of rhe Chriftians ; a prasceptor 

admirably 
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admirably qualified to form the tafte, and to c X yj^ P ' 
excite the virtues, of his illuftrious difciple 9 . At -» 

the age of feventeen, Crifpus was inverted with 
the title of Casfar, and the adminiftration of the 
Gallic provinces, where the inroads of the Ger- 
mans gave him an early occafion of fignalizing 
his military prowefs. In the civil war which 
broke out foon afterwards, the father and fon di- 
vided their powers ; and this hiftorv has already 
celebrated the valour as well as conduft difplayed 
by the latter, in forcing the ftreights of the Hel- 
lefpont, lb obftinately defended by the fuperior 
fleet of Licinius. This naval victory contributed 
to determine the event of the war j and the names 
of Conftantine and of Crifpus were united in the 
joyful acclamations of their eaftern fubje&s : who 
loudly proclaimed, that the world had been fub- 
dued, and was now governed, by an emperor en- 
dowed with every virtue ; and by his illuftrious 
fon, a prince beloved of heaven, and the lively 
image of his father’s perfections. The public fa- 
vour, which feldom accompanies old-age, dif- 
ftifed its luftre over the youth of Crifpus. He 
deferved the efteem, and he engaged the affec- 
tions, of the court, the army, and the people. 

The experienced merit of a reigning monarch is 
acknowledged by his fubjects with reluCtance, 
and frequently denied with partial and difcon- 

9 Jerom. in. Chron. The poverty of Laflantius may be applied 
either to the praife of the difintercfted philofopher, or to the fhame 
of the unfeeling patron . See Tillemont, Mem. Ecclefiaft. tom. vi. 
part i, p. 34.5. Dupin, Bibliotheque Ecclefiaft. tom. i. p. 105. 

Gardner's Credibility of the Gofpel Hiftory, part in vol. vii. p. 66. 

tented 
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A p. tented murmurs j while, from the opening vir- 

w—y. > tues of his fucceffbr, they fondly conceive the 

moll unbounded hopes of private as well as pub- 
lic felicity ,0 . 

jcrJoofy This dangerous popularity foon excited the at- 
Asntine. tcntion of Conflantine, who, both as a father and 
oa D ’io 24 ’ as a kin S> was impatient of an equal. Inllead of 
attempting to fecure the allegiance of his fon, by 
the generous ties of confidence and gratitude, he 
refolved to prevent the mifchiefs which might be 
apprehended from diflatisfied ambition. Crifpus 
foon had reafon to complain, that while his infant 
brother Conftantius was fent, with the title of 
Casfar, to reign over his peculiar department of 
the Gallic provinces ", be, a prince of mature 
years, who had performed fuch recent and fignal 
fervices, inllead of being raifed to the fuperior 
rank of Augullus, was confined almolt a prifoner 
to his father’s court j and expofed, without power 
or defence, to every calumny which the malice of 
liis enemies could fuggeft. Under fuch painful 
circumllances, the royal youth might not always 
be able to compofe his behaviour, or fupprefs his 
difcontent j and we may be afiured, that he was 

10 Eufeb. Hilt. Ecclefiaft. 1 . x. c. 9. Eutropius (x. 6.) ftyles 
him, “ egregium vimm” ; and Julian (Orat. i.) very plainly al- 
ludes to the exploits of Crifpus in the civil war. See Spanheim. 
Comment, p. 91. 

> ' Compare Idatius and the Pafchal Chronicle, with Ammianus 
( 1 . xiv. c. 5.). The year in which Conftantius was created Casfar, 
feems to be more accurately fixed by the two chronoiogifts ; but the 
hiftorian who lived in his court, could not be ignorant of the Jay of 
the anniverfary. For the appointment of the new Ctefar to the pro- 
vinces of Gaul, fee Julian, 'Orat. i. p. 12. Godefroy, Chronol. 
Legum, p. 26. and Blondel de la Primautede 1 ’Eglife, p. tiSj. 
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encompaffed by a train of indifcreet or perfidious p. 
followers, who afllduoufly ftudied to inflame, and ■ — — . 
who were perhaps inftru&ed to betray, the un-. 
guarded warmth of his refentment. An edidl of 3*5. 
Gonflantine, publifhed about this time, mani- 
fe-ftly indicates his real or affedted fufpicions, that 
a fecret confpiracy had been formed againft his 
perlon and government. By all the allurements 
of honours and rewards, he invites informers of 
every degree to accufe without exception his ma- 
giftratesor minifters, his friends or his moft inti- 
mate favourites, protefting, with a folemn afle- 
veration, that he hirafelf will liften to the charge, 
that he himfelf will revenge his injuries ; and con- 
cluding with a prayer, which difcovers feme ap- 
prehenfion of danger, that the providence of the 
Supreme Being may (till continue to protect the 
fafety of the emperor and of the empire ‘\ 

The informers, who complied with fo liberal Difgrace 

unci dentil 

an invitation, were fufficiently verfed in the arts ofCrifpus, 
of courts to feledt the friends and adherents of * i26> 

July. 

Crifpus as the guilty perlons ; nor is there any 
reafon to diftruft the veracity of the emperor, who 
had promifed an ample meafure of revenge and 
punilhment. The policy of Conftantine main- 
tained, however, the fame appearances of regard 
and confidence towards a fon, whom he began to 
confider as his moft irreconcileable enemy. Me- 
dals were ftruck with the cuftomary vows for the 
long and aufpicious reign of the young Cadar 13 * 

11 Cod. Theod. l.ix. tit, iv. Godcfroy fufpefted the fecret mo- 
tives of this law. Comment, tom. iii. p. 9. 

>» Ducange Fam. Byzant. p. 28. Tillemont, tom. iv. p. 610. 

and 
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CHAP, and as the people, who was not admitted into the 

XVIII. r r • 

' f fecrets of the palace, ftill loved his virtues, and 
refpe&ed his dignity, a poet who folicits hisrecal 
from exile, adores with equal devotion the ma- 
jefty of the father and that of the fon ,+ . The 
time was now arrived for celebrating the auguil 
ceremony of the twentieth year of the reign of 
Conftantine j and the emperor, for that purpofe, 
removed his court from Nicomedia to Rome* 
where the moft fplendid preparations had been 
made for his reception. Every eye, and every 
tongue, affefted to exprefs their fenfe of the 
general happinefs, and the veil of ceremony and 
diflimulation was drawn for a while over the 
darkeft dcfigns of revenge and murder In the 
midft of the feftival, the unfortunate Crifpus was 
apprehended by order of the emperor, who laid 
afide the tenderncfs of a father, without afluming 
the equity of a judge. The examination was 
fhort and private 16 •, and as it was thought decent 
to conceal the fate of the young prince from the 
eyes of the Roman people, he was fent under a 

*+ His name was Porphyrius Optatianus. The date of his pane- 
gyric, written according to the tafte of the age in vile acroftics, is 
fettled by Scaliger ad Eufeb. p. 150. Tillemont, tom. iv. p. 607. 
and Fabricius Biblioth. Latin. 1. iv. c. 1. 

*5 Zofim. 1. ii. p. 103. Godefroy Chronol. Legum, p. 28. 

16 without a tri-tl , is the ftrong, and moft probably the 

juft expreflion of Suidas. The elder Vi ft or, who wrote under the 
next reign, fpeaks with becoming caution. “ Natu grandior incer- 
“ turn qua causa, patris judicio occidiflet.” If we confult the fuc- 
ceeding writers, Eutropius, the younger Viftor, Orofius, Jerom, Zo- 
fimus, Philoftorgius, and Gregory of Tours ; their knowledge will, 
appear gradually to encreafe, as their means of information muft 
have diminifhed ; a circumftance which frequently occurs in hiftori- 
cai difquifition. 

ftrong 
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ftrong guard to Pola, in Iftria, where, foon after- 
wards, he was put to death, either by the hand of 
the executioner, or by the more gentle operation 
of poifon 17 . The Caefar Licinius, a youth of 
amiable manners, was involved in the ruin of 
Crifpus 18 ; and the ftern jealoufy of Conftantine 
was unmoved by the prayers and tears of his fa- 
vourite fifter, pleading for the life of a fon ; 
whofe rank was his only crime, and whofe lofs fhe 
did not long furvive. The ftory of thefe unhappy- 
princes, the nature and evidence of their guilt, 
the forms of their trial, and the circumflances of 
their death, were buried in myfterious obfcurity j 
and the courtly bifhop, who has celebrated in an 
elaborate work the virtues and piety of his hero, 
obferves a prudent filence on the fubjeft of thefe 
tragic events ‘ 9 . Such haughty contempt for the 
opinion of mankind, whilft it imprints an inde- 
lible ftain on the memory of Conftantine, muft re- 
mind us of the very different behaviour of one of 


*7 Ammianus ( 1 . xiv. c. ii.) lifts the general expreflion of 
peremftum. Codinus (p. 34.) beheads the young prince; but Si- 
donius Apollinaris, (Epiftol. v. 8.) for the fake perhaps of an an- 
tithefis to Faufta's warm bath, chules to adminifter a draught of cold 
poifon. 

* 3 Sororis filium, commodae indolis juvenem. Eutropius x. 6. 
May I not be permitted to conjecture, that Crifpus had married He- 
lena, the daughter of the emperor Licinius, and that on the happy 
delivery of the princefs, in the year 312, a general pardon was grant- 
ed by Conftantine ? See Ducange Fam. Byzant. p. 47, and the law 
( 1 . ix. tit. xxxvii.) of the Theodofian Code, which has fo much 
embarrafled the interpreters. Godefroy, tom. iii. p. 267. 

19 See the Life of Conftantine, particularly 1 . ii. c. 19, 20. Two 
hundred and fifty years afterwards Evagrius ( 1 . iii. c. 41.) deduced 
from the filence of Eufcbius a vain argument againft the reality of 
the faff. 

7 the 
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chap, the greateft monarchs of the prefent age. The 

^ — i ; Czar Peter, in the full pofleflion of defpotic 

power, fubmitted to the judgment of Ruffia, of 
Europe, and of pofterity, the reafons which had 
compelled him to fubfcribe the condemnation of 
a criminal, or at lead; of a degenerate, fon *°. 

The em- The innocence of Crifpus was fo univerfally ac- 
FauL. knowledged, that the modern Greeks, who adore 
the memory of their founder, are reduced to pal- 
liate the guilt of a parricide, which the common 
feelings of human nature forbade them to juftify. 
They pretend, that as foon as the afflidled father 
difcovered the falfehood of the accufation by 
which his credulity had been fo fatally milled, he 
publiihed to the world his repentance and remorfej 
that he mourned forty days, during which he ab- 
llained from the ufe of the bath, and all the ordi- 
nary comforts of life; and that, for the lading 
inftrudlion of pofterity, he erefted a golden ftatue 
of Crifpus, with this memorable infcription \ 
To my Son, whom I unjustly condemned 
A tale fo moral and fo interefting would deferve to 
be fupported by lefs exceptionable authority : but 
if we confult the more ancient and authentic 
writers, they will inform us, that the repentance 
of Conftantine was manifefted only in adts of 
blood and revenge ; and that he atoned for the 
murder of an innocent fon, by the execution, 

10 Iliftoire de Pierre le Grand, par Voltaire, pait ii. e. x. 

11 In order to prove that the ftatue was crefled by Conftantine, 
and afterwards concealed by the malice of the Arians, Codinus very 
readily creates (p. 34.) two witneffes, Hippolkus, and the younger 
Hcroifcnus, to whofe imaginary hiftories he appeals with unblushing 
confidence. 

perhaps. 
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perhaps, of a guilty wife. They afcribe the 
misfortunes of Crifpus to the arts of his ftep- 
mother Faufta, whofe implacable hatred, or 
whofe difappointed love, renewed in the palace 
of Conftantine the ancient tragedy of Hippolitus 
and of Phredra Like the daughter of Minos, 
the daughter of Maximian accufed her fon in- 
law of an inceftuous attempt on the chaftity of 
his father’s wife; and eafilv obtained, from the 
jealoufy of the emperor, a fentence of death 
againft a young prince, whom Hie confidered with 
reafon as the mod formidable rival of her own 
children. But Helena, the aged mother of Con- 
ftantine, lamented and revenged the untimely fate 
of her grandfon Crifpus : nor was it long before 
a real or pretended difeovery was made, that 
Faufta herfelf entertained a criminal connexion 
with a Have belonging to the Imperial ftables* 1 . 
Her condemnation and punifhment were the inftant 
confequences of the charge; and the adulterefs 
was fuffocated by the fleam of a bath, which, 
for that purpofe, had been heated to an extra- 
ordinary degree 1+ . By fome it will perhaps be 

thought, 

Zofitnus ( 1 . ii. p. 103.) may be confidered as our original. 
The ingenuity of the moderns, aflifted by a few hints from 
•the ancients, has illuftrated and improved his obfeure and imperfeft 
narrative. 

*3 Philoftorgius, 1 . ii. c. 4. Zofimus ( 1 . ii. p. 104. 116.) im- 
putes to Conftantine the death of two wives, of the innocent Faufta, 
and of an adulterefs who was the mother of his three fuccefl'ors, Ac- 
cording to Jerom, thr^e or four year s elapfed between the death of 
Crifpus and that of Faufta. The cider Viflor is prudently filent.* 

*4 If Faufta was put to death, it is reafonable to believe that the 
private apartments of the palace were the fceneof her execution. The 
Vol. HI. I orator 
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chap, thought, that the remembrance of a conjugal 

XVIII. o’ j 

. y union of twenty years, and the honour of their 
common offspring, the deftined heirs of the 
throne, might have foftened the obdurate heart 
of Conftantine; and perfuaded him to fuffer his 
wife, however guilty fhe might appear, to ex- 
piate her offences in a folitary prifon. But it 
feems a fuperfluous labour to weigh the pro- 
priety, unlefs we could afcertain the truth, of this 
Angular event ; which is attended with fome cir- 
cumftances of doubt and perplexity. Thofe who 
have attacked, and thofe who have defended, the 
charafter of Conftantine, have alike difregarded 
two very remarkable paffages of two orations pro- 
nounced under the fucceeding reign. The former 
. celebrates the virtues, the beauty, and the for- 
tune of the emprefs Faufta, the daughter, wife. 
After, and mother of fo many princes* 3 . The 
latter afferts, in explicit terms, that the mother 
of the younger Conftantine, who was flain three 
years after his father’s death, furvived to weep 
over the fate of her fon* e . Notwithftanding the 
pofitive teftimony of feveral writers of the Pagan 


orator Chryfodom indulges his fancy by expofing the naked empref* 
on a defert mountain, to be devoured by wild beads. 

*5 Julian. Orat. i. He feems to call her the mother of Crifpus, 
She might a Hume that title by adoption. At lead, die was not con- 
lidered as his mortal enemy. Julian compares the fortune of Faufta 
with that of Paryfatis, the Perfian queen. A Roman would have 
more naturally rccollefled the fccond Agrippina : 

Et moi, qui fur le trone ai fuivi mes ancetres ; 

Moi, fille, femme, foeur et mere dc vos maitres. 

16 Monod. in Condar.tin. Jun. c. 4. ad Calcem Eutrop. edif^ 
Havercamp. The orator dylcs her the mod divine and pious of 
queens. 

as 
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as well as of the Chridian religion, there may chap. 

ftill remain fome reafon to believe, or at lead to > v -.,u 

fufpetd, that Fauda efcaped the blind and fuf- 
picious cruelty of her hufband. The deaths of a 
fon, and of a nephew, with the execution of a 
great number of refpedlable, and perhaps innocent 
friends 17 , who were involved in their fall, may 
be fufficient, however, to judify the difcontent of 
the Roman people, and to explain the fatirical 
verfes affixed to the palace-gate, comparing the 
fplendid and bloody reigns of Condantine and 
Nero 13 . 

By the death of Crifpus, the inheritance of the The fon* 
empire feemed to devolve on the three fons of phews'of 
Fauda, who have been already mentioned under Conftan- 
the names of Condantine, of Condantius, and of 
Condans. Thefe young princes were fucceflively 
inveded with the title of Caefar j and the dates of 
their promotion may be referred to the tenth, 
the twentieth, and the thirtieth years of the reign 
of their father i!> . This condudt, though it tend- 
ed to multiply the future maders of the Roman 
world, might be excufed by the partiality of pa- 
ternal affeftion but it is not eafy to underdand 

*7 Interfecit numerofos amicos. Euirop. xx. 6. 

18 Saturn! aurea faecula quia requirat ? 

Sunt htec gemmea, fed Neroniana. 

Sidon. Apollinar. v. S. 

It is fomewhat fmgular, that thefe fatirical lines lhoukl be attributed, 
not to an obfeure libeller, or a difappointed patriot, but to Ablavius, 
prime minifter and favour ite of the emperor. We may now perceive 
that the imprecations of the Roman people were diftated by humanity^ 
as well as by fuperftition. Zofim. 1 . ii. p. 105. 

*9 Eufeb. Orat. in Conftantin. c. 3. Thefe dates arc diffidently 
eorreft to judify the orator. 

I a the 
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c HA P. the motives of the emperor, when he endangered 
. ' V \ in ’ ■ the fafety both of his family and of his people, 
by the unnecefiary elevation of his two nephews, 
Dalmatius and Hannibalianus. The former was 
raifed, by the tide of Ciefar, to an equality with 
his coufins. In favour of the latter, Conllantine 
invented the new and fmgular appellation of 
NobiliJJlmus 30 } to which he annexed the flattering 
diftinttion of a robe of purple and gold. But of 
the whole leries of Roman princes in any age of 
the empire, Hannibalianus alone was diflinguifh- 
ed by the title of King j a name which the fub- 
jefts of Tiberius would have detefted, as the pro- 
fane and cruel infult of capricious tyranny. The 
ufe of fuch a title, even as it appears under the 
reign of Conllantine, is a ftrange and unconnctt- 
ed faft, which can fcarcely be admitted on the 
joint authority of Imperial medals and contempo- 
rary writers 31 . 

Their cdu- Xhe whole empire was deeply interefted in the 
education of thefe five youths, the acknowledged 
fuccefiors of Conllantine. The exercifes of the 
body prepared them for the fatigues of war, and 
the duties of a<5live life. Thofe who occafionally 
mention the education or talents of Conflantius, 
allow that he excelled in the gymnallic arts of 

1° Zolim. 1 . ii. p. 117. Under the predeceffbrs of Conllantine, 
Nchi/iJJin.’us was a vague epithet, rather than a legal and determined 
title. 

1 jt Adltraunt nummi veteres ac fingulares. Spanheim de Ufa, 
Numifmat. DiiTertat. xii. vol. ii. p. 357. Aminianus fpeaks of 
thisRoman king ( 1 . xiv. c. 1. and Valefius ad loc.). The Valefian 
fragment ftyles him King of kings ; and the Pafchal Chronicle 
(p. 286.), by employing the word Pnya, acquires the weight of Latin 
evidence. 
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leaping and running : that he was a dextrous chap. 

r 0 0 XVIIJL 

archer, a fkilful horfeman, and a matter of all 

the different weapons ufed in the fervice either of 
the cavalry or of the infantry **. The fame ar- 
duous cultivation was bellowed, though not per- 
haps with equal fuccefs, to improve the minds of 
the funs and nephews of Conftanrine 3J . The moll 
celebrated profeffbrs of the Chriftian faith, of the 
Grecian philolophy, and of the Roman jurif- 
prudence, were invited by the liberality of the 
emperor, who referved for himfelf the important 
tafk of inftrudting the royal youths in the fcience 
of government, and the knowledge of mankind. 

But the genius of Conftantine himfelf had been 
formed by adverfity and experience. In the free 
intercourfe of private life, and amidft the dangers 
of the court of Galerius, he had learned to com- 
mand his own paffions, to encounter thofe of his 
equals, and to depend for his prefent fafety and 
future greatnefs on the prudence and firmnels of 
his perfonal condutb. His dettined fucceffbrs 
had the misfortune of being born and educated in 
the Imperial purple. Inceffantly furrounded with 
a train of flatterers, they patted their youth in the 
enjoyment of luxury and the expectation of a 
throne ; nor would the dignity of their rank per- 

5 * His dexterity in martial exercife is celebrated by Julian s 

(Orat. i. p. 11. Orat. ii. p. 55.), and allowed by Ainmianus (l.xxi. 
c. 16.). 

?> Eufeb. in Vit. Conftantin. 1 . iv. c. 51. Julian. Orat. i. 
p. 11 — 16. with Spanheim’s elaborate Commentary. Libanius, 

Orat. iii. p. 109. Conftantius liu died with laudable diligence; but 
the dulncfs of his fancy prevented him from i'utcteding in the art of 
poetry, or even of rhetoric. 
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c h A p - mit them to defcend from that elevated ftation 

A A J f # 

u. — , i from whence the various charafters of human 

nature appear to wear a fmooth and uniform af- 
pe<5t. The indulgence of Conftantine admitted 
them, at a very tender age, to fhare the admini- 
ftration of the empire j and they ftudied the art 
of reigning at the expence of the people entrufted 
to their care. The younger Conftantine was ap- 
pointed to hold his court in Gaul } and his brother 
Conftantius exchanged that department, the an- 
cient patrimony of their father, for the more 
opulent, but Iefs martial, countries of the Eaft, 
Italy, the Weftern Illyricum, and Africa, were 
accuftomed to revere Conftans, the third of his 
fons, as the reprefentative of the great Conftan- 
tine. He fixed Dalmatius on the Gothic frontier, 
to which he annexed the government of Thrace, 
Macedonia, and Greece. The city of Csefarea 
was chofen for the refidence of Hannibalianus j 
and the provinces of Pontus, Cappadocia, and 
the LelTer Armenia, were defigned to form the 
extent of his new kingdom. For each of thefe 
princes a fuitable eftablifhment was provided. A 
juft proportion of guards, of legions, and of 
auxiliaries, was allotted for their refpe<5tive dig- 
nity and defence. The minifters and generals, 
who were placed about their perfons, were fuch as 
Conftantine could truft to afiift, and even to con- 
trol, thefe youthful fovereigns in the exercife of 
their delegated power. As they advanced in 
years and experience, the limits of their autho- 
rity were infenfibly enlarged ; but the emperor 
always referved for himfelf the title of Auguftusj 

and 
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and while he (hewed the Cajars to the armies and C X I ^, I ^ I P ‘ 
provinces, he maintained every part of the empire ■ - t — / 
in equal obedience to its fupreme head 34 . The 
tranquillity of the lad fourteen years of his reign 
was fcarcely interrupted by the contemptible in- 
furredion of a camel-driver in the ifland of Cy- 
prus * 5 , or by the adive part which the policy of 
Conftantine engaged him to affume in the wars of 
the Goths and Sarmatians. ' 

Among the different branches of the human Manners 
race, the Sarmatians form a very remarkable mat'ans.^' 
(hade ; as they feem to unite the manners of the 
Afiatic barbarians with the figure and complexion 
of the ancient inhabitants of Europe. According 
to the various accidents of peace and war, of al- 
liance or conqueff, the Sarmatians were fome- 
times confined to the banks of the Tanaisj and 
they fometimes fpread themfelves over the im- 
menfe plains which lie between the Viftula and 
the Volga 3 ®. The care of their numerous flocks 
and herds, the purfuit of game, and the exercife 
of war, or rather of rapine, direded the vagrant 

t+ Eufebitis (1. iv. c. 51 , 5 s.), with a defign of exalting the 
authority and glory of Conftantine, affirms, that he divided the Ro- 
man empire as a private citizen might have divided his patrimony. 

His diftribution of the provinces may be collected from Eutropius, 
the two Vittors, and the Valcfian fragment. 

15 Caloccrus, the obfeure leader of this rebellion, or rather tumult, 
was apprehended and burnt alive in the market-place of Tarfus, 
by the vigilance of Dalmatius. See the elder Viftor, the Chro- 
nicle of Jerom, and the doubtful traditions of Theophanes and 
Cedrer.us. 

3 6 Cellarius has collefled the opinions of the ancients concerning 
the European and Afiatic Sarmatia; and M. d’Anville has applied 
them to modern geography with the (kill and accuracy which always 
diftinguiflies that excellent writer. 
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C xvm P " m0tl0ns l ^ e Sarmatians. The moveable 
s - 1- camps or cities, the ordinary refidence of their 
wives and children, confided only of large wag- 
gons drawn by oxen, and covered in the form of 
tents. The military ftrength of the nation was 
compofed of cavalry ; and the cuftom of their 
warriors, to lead in their hand one or two fpare 
horfes, enabled them to advance and to retreat 
with a rapid diligence, which furprifed the fecurity, 
and eluded the purfuit, of a diftant enemy 37 . 
Their poverty of iron prompted their rude in- 
duftry to invent a fort of cuirafs, which was ca- 
pable of refilling a fword orjavelin, though it was 
formed only of horfes hoofs, cut into thin and po- 
lilhed dices, carefully laid over each other in the 
manner of fcales or feathers, and llrongly fewed 
upon an under-garment of coarfe linen ,B . The 
offenfive arms of the Sarmatians were fhort dag- 
gers, long lances, and a weighty bow with a 
quiver of arrows. They were reduced to the ne- 
ceflity of employing fifh-bones for the points of 
their weapons ; but the cultom of dipping them 
in a venomous liquor, that poifoned the wounds 
which they inflidted, is alone fufficient to prove 
the mod favage manners ; fince a people impref- 
fed with a fenfe of humanity would have abhorred 
fo cruel a practice, and a nation (killed in the arts 
of war would have difdained fo impotent a re- 
s' Ammian.4. xvii. c. 12 . The Sarmatian horfes were eaftrated, 
to prevent the mifchievous accidents which might happen from the 
noify and ungovernable paflions of the males. 

S 8 Paulanias, 1. i. p. jo. edit. Kuhn. That inquifitive traveller 
had carefully examined a Sarmatian cuirafs, which was prefcrved in 
the temple of AElcubpius at Athens. 

fource, 
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fource 39 . Whenever thefe Barbarians iffued from 
their deferts in queft pf prey, their fnaggy beards, 
uncombed locks, the furs with which they were 
covered from head to foot, and their fierce coun- 
tenances, which feemed to exprefs the innate 
cruelty of their minds, infpired the more ci- 
vilized provincials of Rome with horror and dif- 
may. 

The tender Ovid, after a youth fpent in the en- 
joyment of fame and luxury, was condemned to 
an hopelels exile on the frozen banks of the Da- 
nube, where he was expofed, almoft without de- 
fence, to the fury of thefe monlters of the defert, 
with whofe fiern fpirits he feared that his gentle 
fhade might hereafter be confounded. In his pa- 
thetic, but fometimes unmanly lamentations 40 , 
he deferibes in the moft lively colours, the drefs 
and manners, the arms and inroads of the Get® 


CHAP. 

xvni. 


Their fet- 
tlement 
near the 
Danube. 


39 Afpicis et mitti fub ailunco toxica ferro, 

Et teluin caufas mortis habere duas. 

Ovid, ex Ponto, 1 . iv. ep. 7. ver. 7. 

See in the Recherches fur les Americains, tom. ii. p. 236—171, a 
very curious diflertation on poifoned darts. The venom was com- 
monly extra&ed from the vegetable reign ; but that employed by the 
Scythians appears to have been drawn from the viper, and a mixture 
«.f human blood. The ufe of poifoned arms, which has been fpread 
over both worlds, never preferved a favage tribe from the arms of a 
diiciplincd enemy. 

4° 'The nine books of Poetical Epiftles,- which Ovid compofed 
during the liven firft years of his melancholy exile, pofiefs, befides 
the merit of elegance, a double value. They exhibit a pifture of 
the human mind under very Angular circumftances ; and they con- 
tain many curious obfervations, which no Roman, except Ovid, 
could have an opportunity of making. Every circumftance which 
tends to illuftrate the hiftory of the Barbarians, has been drawn 
together by the very accurate Count de Buat. Hift. Ancicnne deg 
Pu;pi es de l’Europe, tom. iv. c. xvi. p. 286—317. 

and 
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C xvm P an d Sarmatians, who were afTociated for the pur- 
. y— pofes of deftru&ion ; and from the accounts of 
hiftory, there is fome reafon to believe that thefe 
Sarmatians were the Jazygse, one of the moft nu- 
merous and warlike tribes of the nation. The 
allurements of plenty engaged them to leek a per- 
manent eftablifhment on the frontiers of the em- 
pire. Soon after the reign of Auguftus, they obliged 
the Dacians, who fubfifted by filhing on the banks 
of the river Teyfs or Tibifcus, to retire into the 
hilly country, and to abandon to the vidoriou s 
Sarmatians the fertile plains of the Upper Hun- 
gary, which are bounded by the courle of the 
Danube and the femi-circular inclofure of the 
Carpathian mountains 4 '. In this advantageous 
pofition, they watched or fufpended the moment 
of attack, as they were provoked by injuries or 
appeafed by prefents ; they gradually acquired 
the fkill of ufing more dangerous weapons; and 
although the Sarmatians did not illuftrate their 
name by any memorable exploits, they occafion- 
ally aflifted their eaftern and weftern neighbours, 
the Goths and the Germans, with a formidable 
body of cavalry. They lived under the irregular 
ariftocracy of their chieftains 42 j but after they 
had received into their bofom the fugitive Van- 

, +' The Sarmatians Jazygte were fettled on the banks of the Pa- 
th ilfus or Tibifcus, when Pliny, in the year 79, publithed his Natural 
Hiliory. See 1 . iv. c. 15. In the time of Strabo and Ovid, fixty or 
li.ver.tv years before, they appear to have inhabited beyond the Getae, 
along the coalt of the Euxine. 

4 - 1 Principes Sarmatarum Jazygum penes quos civitatis regimen 
. . . plebem quoque ct vim cquitum qua fola valent offerebant. 
Tacit. Hift. iii. 5. This offer was made in the civil war between 
Vitcl|ius and Vefpafian, 
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•dais, who yielded to the preflure of the Gothic c ha p. 
power, they feem to have chofen a king from w — \ j 

that nation, and from the iiluftrious race of the 
Aftingi, who had formerly dwelt on the Ihores of 
the Northern ocean 43 . 

This motive of enmity muft have inflamed the The Go- 
fubjects of contention, which perpetually arife on 
the confines of warlike and independent nations. 

The Vandal princes were ftimulated by fear and 
revenge, the Gothic kings afpired to extend their 
dominion from the Euxine to the frontiers of 
Germany j and the waters of the Maros, a finall 
river which falls into the Teyfs, were ftained with 
the blood of the contending Barbarians. After 
fome experience of the fuperior ftrength and 
numbers of their adverfaries, the Sarmatians im- 
plored the protection of the Roman monarch, who 
beheld with pleafure the difcord of the nations, 
but who was juftly alarmed by the progrefs 
of the Gothic arms. As foon as Conftantine 
had declared himfeif in favour of the weaker 
party, the haughty Araric, king of the Goths, in- 
ftead of expecting the attack of the Legions, 
boldly pafied the Danube, and fpread terror and 
devaftation through the province of Mtefia. To 
oppofe the inroad of this deftroying hoft, the aged 
emperor took the field in perfon-, but on this oc- 
cafion either his conduft or his fortune betrayed 
the glory which he had acquired in fo many fo- 

41 This liypothelis of a Vandal king reigning over Sarmatian fub- 
jects, feems neceffary to reconcile the Goth Jornandes with the Greek 
and Latin hittorians of Conftantine. It may be obferved that Ift- 
dorc, who lived in Spain under the dominion of the Goths, gives 
them for enemies, not the Vandals, but the Sarmatians. Sec his 
Chronicle in Grotius, p. 709. 

- 9 reign 
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chap, reign and domeftic wars. He had the mortifies- 
« — _ ' i tion of feeing his troops fly before an inconfider- 
able detachment of the Barbarians, who purfued 
them to the edge of their fortified camp, and ob- 
liged him to confult his fafety by a precipitate 
and ignominious retreat. The event of a lecond 
and more fuccefsfu! aftion retrieved the honour of 
the Roman name and the powers of art and dis- 
cipline prevailed, after an obftinate conteft, over 
the efforts of irregular valour. The broken army 
of the Goths abandoned the field of battle, the 
wafted province, and the paffage of the Danube: 
and although the eldeft of the fons of Conftantine 
A D. 331, was permitted to fupply the place of his father, 
the merit of the vi&ory, which diffufed univerlal 
joy, was al’eribed to the aufpicious counfels of the 
emperor himfelf. 

He contributed, at leaft, to improve'this advan- 
tage, by his negociations with the free and war- 
like people of Cherfonefus M , whole capital fituate 
on the weftern coaft of the Tauric or Crimtean 
peninfula, ftill retained fome veftiges of a Grecian 
colony, and was governed by a perpetual magi- 
ftrate, aflifted by a council of fenators, emphati- 
cally ftylcd the Fathers of the City. The Cher- 


44 I may (land in need of lome apology for having ufed, without 
fcruple, the authority of Conftnntine Porphyrogenitus, in all that 
relates to the wars and negociations of the Cherfonites. I am aware 
that he was a Greek of the tenth century, and that his accounts of 
ancient hiftory are frequently confufed and fabulous. But on this 
occaftcn his narrative is, for the moll part, confident and probable ; 
nor is there much difficulty in conceiving that an emperor might have 
acccfs to lome fecret archives, which had efcaped the diligence of 
m&tnir hidoi ians. For the Ctuation and hiliory of Cherlone, fee 
pjeyflbntl des Peoples bat bares qui out habite les Bords du Danube, 
c. xvi. p. S4.— QO. 
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fonites were animated againft the Goths, by the 
memory of the wars which, in the preceding cen- 
tury, they had maintained with unequal forces 
againft the invaders of their country. They were 
connected with the Romans by the mutual bene- 
fits of commerce; as they were fupplied from the 
provinces of Afia with corn and manufactures, 
which they purchafed with their only productions, 
fait, wax, and hides. Obedient to the requifition 
of Conftantine, they prepared, under the conduct 
of their magiftrate Diogenes, a confiderable army, 
of which the principal ftrength ccnfifted in crofs- 
bows and military chariots. The fpeedy march 
and intrepid attack of the Cherfonites, by divert- 
ing the attention of the Goths, afiifted the opera- 
tions of the Imperial generals. The Goths, van- 
quilhedon every fide, were driven into the moun- 
tains, where, in the courfe of a fevere campaign, 
above an hundred thoufand were computed to have 
periftied by cold and hunger. Peace was at 
length granted to their humble fupplications ; the 
eldeft fon of Araric was accepted as the mod va- 
luable hoftage ; and Conftantine endeavoured to 
convince their chiefs, by a liberal diftribution of 
honours and rewards, how far the friendfhip of 
the Romans was preferable to their enmity. In 
the exprefiions of his gratitude towards the faith- 
ful Cherfonites, the emperor was ftill more mag- 
nificent. The pride of the nation was gratified by 
the fplendid and almoft royal decorations bellow- 
ed on their magiftrate and his fucceffors. A per- 
petual exemption from all duties was ftipulated 
for their veflels which traded to the ports of the 
Black Sea. A regular fubfidy was promifed, of 

iron. 
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C xvm P * iron> corn > °'1> and °f every fupply which could 
v be ufeful either in peace or war. But it was 

thought that the Sarmatians were fufficiently re- 
warded by their deliverance from impending ruin ; 
and the emperor, perhaps with too drift an ceco- 
nomy, dedufted fome part of the expences of the 
war from the cuftomary gratifications which were 
allowed to that turbulent nation. 

Ex pu i fion Exafperated by this apparent negleft, the Sar- 

nintians, 31 ' rnatians foon forgot, with the levity of Barbarians, 
A.D. J34. t j ie fervjces which they had fo lately received, 
and the dangers which ftill threatened their fafety. 
Their inroads on the territory of the empire pro- 
voked the indignation of Conftantine to leave 
them to their fate ; and he no longer oppofed the 
ambition of Geberic, a renowned warrior, who 
had recently afcended the Gothic throne. Wifu- 
mar, the Vandal king, whilft alone and unaffift- 
ed, he defended his dominions with undaunted 
courage, was vanquilhed and (lain in a decifive 
battle which fwept away the flower of the Sarma- 
tian youth. The remainder of the nation em- 
braced the defperate expedient of arming their 
Haves, a hardy race of hunters and herdfmen, by 
. whofe tumultuary aid they revenged their defeat, 
and expelled the invader from their confines. 
Bur they foon difcovered that they had exchanged 
a foreign for a domeftic enemy, more dangerous 
and more implacable. Enraged by their former 
fervitude, elated by their prefent glory, the Haves, 
under the name of Limigantes, claimed and 
ufurped the pofieflion of the country which they 
had faved. Their matters, unable to withftand 
the ungoverned fury of the populace, preferred 

the 
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the hardlhips of exile, to the tyranny of their fer- cn a p . - 
vants. Some of the fugitive Sarmatians folicited ■ ^ 

a lefs ignominious dependence, under the hoftile 
llandard of the Goths. A more numerous band 


retired beyond the Carpathian mountains, among 
the Quadi, their German allies, and were eafily ad- 
mitted to fhare a fuperfluous wafte of uncultivated 
land. But the far greater part of the diftrdled 
nation turned their eyes towards the fruitful pro- 
vinces of Rome. Imploring the protection and 
forgivenefs of the emperor, they folemnly pro- 
mifed, as fubjedts in peace, and as foldiers in 
war, the molt inviolable fidelity to the empire 
which Ihould gracioufly receive them into its bo- 
fom. According to the maxims adopted by Pro- 
bus and his fuccelTors, the offers of this Barbarian 


colony were eagerly accepted and a competent 
portion of lands in the provinces of Pannonia, 

Thrace, Macedonia, and Italy, were immediate- 
ly affigned for the habitation and fubfiftence of 
three hundred thoufand Sarmatians +s . 

By chaftifing the pride of the Goths, and by Death an d 
accepting the homage of a fuppliant nation. Con- c'onftan^ 


45 The Gothic and Sannatian wars are related in fo broken and 
imperfeft a manner, that 1 have been obliged to compare the follow- 
ing writers, who mutually fupply, corrett and illuftrate each other. 
Thofe who will take the fame trouble, may acquire a light of cri- 
ticifing my narrative. Amroianus, 1 . xvii. c. u. Anonym. Vale- 
fian. p. 715. Eutropius, x. 7. Sextus Rufus de Provinciis, c. 26. 
Julian. Orat. i. p. 9. and Spanheim Comment, p. 94. Hieronym. 
in Chron. Eufeb. in Vit. Conftantin. 1 . iv. c. 6. Socrates, 1 . i. 
c. iS. Sozomen. 1 . i. c. 8. Zofimns, 1 . ii. p. 108. ' Jcrnandes de 
Reb. Geticis, c. 22. Ifidcrus in Chron. p. 709 ; in Hift. Gotho- 
rum Grotii. Conftantin. Porphyrogenitus de Adminiftrat. Imperii, 
c. 53. p. 208. edit. Meurfii. 


A.D. 335, 
July 25. 
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C xvm P ’ ^- ant * ne a fi'ert«l the majefty of the Roman em* 
v — t - _ pire ; and the ambaffadors of Ethiopia, Perfia, 
and the molt remote countries of India, congra- 
tulated the peace and profperity of his govern- 
ment 46 . If he reckoned, among the favours of 
fortune, the death of his eldeft fon, of his ne- 
phew, and perhaps of his wife, he enjoyed an un- 
interrupted flow of private as well as public feli- 
city, till the thirtieth year of his reign a period 
which none of his predeceflors, fince Auguftus, 
had been permitted to celebrate. Conftantine 
furvived that folemn feftival about ten months j 
and, at the mature age of fixty-four, after a fiioit 
illnefs, he ended his memorable life at the palace 
A.D. 337, of Aquyrion, in the fuburbs of Nicomedia, whi- 
May zz. t k cr jj a£ j. ret i re d for the benefit of the air, and 
with the hope of recruiting his exhaufted ftrength 
by the ufe of the warm baths. The excefllve de- 
monftrations of grief, or at leafl of mourning, 
furpafied whatever had been pradtifed on any for- 
mer occafion. Notwithftanding the claims Qf 
the fenate and people of ancient Rome, the corpfe 
of the deceafed emperor, according to his laft re- 
queft, was tranfported to the city, which was 
deftined to preferve the name and memory of its 
founder. The body of Conftantine, adorned 
with the vain fymbols of greatnefs, the purple and 

4 6 Eufeblus (in Vit. Conft. 1 . iv. c. jo.) remarks three circum- 
ftances relative to thefe Indians, i. They came from the Ihores of 
the eaftern ocean ; a defeription wliicli might be applied to the coaft 
of China or Coromandel, z. They prefented fliining gems, and un- 
known animals. 3. They protefted their kings had crefled ftatues to 
reprefent the fupreme majefty of Conftantine. 
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diadem, was depofited on a golden bed in one of 
the apartments of the palace, which for that pur- 
pofe had been fplendidly furnifhed and illuminat- 
ed. The forms of the court were ftriftly main- 
tained. Every day, at the appointed hours, the 
principal officers of the ftate, the army, and the 
houfehold, approaching the perfon of their fove- 
reign with bended kees and a compofed counte- 
nance, offered their refpeftful homage as ferioufly 
as if he had been dill alive. From motives of po- 
licy, this theatrical reprefentation was for fome 
time continued ; nor could flattery negleft the op- 
portunity of remarking that Conftantine alone, by 
the peculiar indulgence of heaven, had reigned 
after his death +7 . 

But this reign could fubfift only in empty pa- 
geantry •, and it was foon difcovered that the will 
of the moft abfolute monarch is feldom obeyed, 
when his fubje&s have no longer any thing to 
hope from his favour, or to dread from his re- 
fentment. The fame minifters and generals who 
bowed with fuch reverential awe before the inani- 
mate corpfe of their deceafed fovereign, were en- 
gaged in fecret confultations to exclude his two 
nephews, Dalmatius and Hannibalianus, from the 
fhare which he had affigned them in the fucceffion 
of the empire. We are too imperfeftly acquaint- 
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CHAP. 

XVIII. 


Faflions of 
the court. 


47 Funus relatum in urbem fui nominis, quod faneP.R. tegerrime 
tulit. Aurelius Viftor. Conftantine had prepared for himfelf a 
ftately tomb in the church of the Holy Apoftles. Eufeb. 1. iv. c. 60 . 
The beft, and indeed almoft the only account of the ficknefs, death, 
and funeral of Conftantine, is contained in the fourth book of hia 
Life, by Eufebius. 

Vol. III. K ed 
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C xvm P e< ^ l ^ e court: Conllantine to form any 

■ - r j judgment of the real motives which influenced the 
leaders of the confpiracy ; unlefs we fhould fup- 
pofe that they were adluated by a fpirit of jealoufy 
and revenge againft the prtefedl Ablavius, a proud 
favourite, who had long directed the counfels and 
abufed the confidence of the late emperor. The 
arguments, by which they folicited the concur- 
rence of the foldiers and people, are of a more 
obvious nature : and they might with decency, as 
well as truth, infill on the fuperior rank of the 
children of Conllantine, the danger of multiply- 
ing the number of fovereigns, and the impending 
mifehiefs which threatened the republic, from the 
difeord of fo many rival princes, who were not 
connefted by the tender fympathy of fraternal af- 
fedlion. The intrigue was conducted with zeal 
and fecrecy, till a loud and unanimous declara- 
tion was procured from the troops, that they 
would fuller none except the fons of their lament- 
ed monarch, to reign over the Roman empire 4S . 
The younger Dalmatius, who was united with his 
collateral relations by the ties of friendfhip and 
intereft, is allowed to have inherited a confider- 
able Ihare of the abilities of the great Conllantine : 
but, on this occafion, he does not appear to have 
concerted any meafures for fupporting, by arms, 
the juft claims which himfelf and his royal bro- 
ther derived from the liberality of their uncle. 
Aftonilhed and overwhelmed by the tide of po* 

4* tufebius (1. iv, c. 6.) terminates his narrative by this loyal 
declaration of the troops, and avoids all the invidious circumAances 
of the fubfequent maifacre. 

pular 
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pular fury, they feem to have remained without 
the power of flight or of refiftance, in the hands 
of their implacable enemies. Their fate was 
fufpended till the arrival of Conftantius, the fe- 
cond 4 % and perhaps the moft favoured, of the 
Tons of Conftantine. 

The voice of the dying emperor had recom- 
mended the care of his funeral to the piety of 
Conftantius ; and that prince, by the vicinity of 
his eaftern ftarion, could eafily prevent the dili- 
gence of his brothers, who refided in their diftant 
government of Italy and Gaul. As foon as he 
had taken pofleflidn of the palace of Conftanti- 
xiople, his firft care was to remove the apprehen- 
fions of his kinfmen, by a folemn oath, which he 
pledged for their fecurity. His next employment 
was to find fome fpecious pretence which might 
releafe his confluence from the obligation of an 
imprudent promife. The arts of fraud were 
made fubfervient to the defigns of cruelty j and a 
manifeft forgery was attefted by a perfon of the 
moft facred character. From the hands of the 
bilhop of Nicomedia, Conftantius received a fa* 
talfcroll, affirmed to be thp genuine teftamentof 
his father; in which the emperor exprefied his 
fufpicions that he had been poifoned by his bro- 
thers ; and conjured his Tons to revenge his death, 

+9 The charafler of Dalmatius is advantageoufly, though con- 
cifely drawn by Eutropius (x. 9.). Dalmatius Caefar profperrima 
indol , neque patruo ahfimilis, baud multc poft, oppreflus eft faflione 
militari. As both Jerom and the Alexandrian Chronicle mention the 
third year of the Caefar, which did not commence till the 18th or 
i4th of September, A. D. 337, it is certain that thcfe military fac- 
tions continued above four months. 
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C xvnr P ’ an< * t0 con ^ t tbeir own fafe ty by the punilhment 
> , of the guilty 5 °. Whatever reafons might have 

been alleged by thefe unfortunate princes to de- 
fend their life and honour againfi fo incredible an 
accufation, they were filenced by the furious cla- 
mours of the foldiers, who declared themfclves, at 
once, their enemies, their judges, and their exe- 
cutioners. The fpirit, and even the forms of le- 
gal proceedings were repeatedly violated in a pro- 
mifcuous mafiacre ; which involved the two uncles 
of Conftantius, feven of his coufins, of whom Dal- 
matius and Hannibalianus were the molt illuftri- 
ous, the Patrician Optatus, who had married a 
lifter of the late emperor, and the Praefeft Abla- 
vius, whofe power and riches had infpired him 
with fome hopes of obtaining the purple. If it 
were neceflary to aggravate the horrors of this 
bloody fcene, we might add, that Conftantius 
himfelf had efpoufed the daughter of his uncle 
Julius, and that he had bellowed his filler in 
marriage on his coufin Hannibalianus. Thefe 
alliances, which the policy of Conftantine, re- 
gardlefs of the public prejudice**, had formed 

between 

i° I have related thia fingular anecdote on the authority of Phi- 
loftorgius, 1 . ii. c. 16. But if fuch a pretext was ever ufedby Con* 
ftantine and his adherents, it was laid afide with contempt, as fbon 
as it had ferved their immediate purpofe. Athanafius (tom. i. 
p. 856.) mentions the oath which Conftantius had taken for the fe« 
curity of his kinfmen. 

** Conjugia fobrinarum diu ignorata, tempore addito percrebuifle. 
Tacit. Annal. xii. 6. and Lipfius ad loc. The repeal of the ancient 
law, and the praftice of five hundred years, were infufficient to 
eradicate the prejudices of the Romans ; who ftill confidered the 
marriages of coufins-german, as a fpedes of imperfeft inceft (Au- 
guftin de Civitate Dei, xv. 6.) * and Julian, whbfe mind was biafled 

by 
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between the feveral branches of the Imperial 
houfe, ferved only to convince mankind, that ■_ - ^ -■ 
thefe princes were as cold to the endearments of 
conjugal affe&ion, as they were infenfible to the 
ties of confanguinity, and the moving entreaties 
of youth and innocence. Of fo numerous a fa- 
mily, Gallus and Julian alone, the two youngeft 
children of Julius Conftantius, were faved from 
the hands of the affaflins, till their rage, fatiated 
with daughter, had in fome meafure fubfidcd. 

The emperor Conftantius, who, in theabfenceof 
his brothers, was the moft obnoxious to guilt and 
I’eproach, difcovered, on fome future occafions, 
a faint and tranfient remorfe for thofe cruelties 
~ which the perfidious counfels of his minifters, and 
the irrefiftible violence of the troops, had extorted 
from his unexperienced youth 5 \ 

The maflfaore of the Flavian race was fucceeded Dlvifion of 
by a new divifion of the provinces ; which was 

Sept. u. 

by fu perdition and refentment, ftigmatizes thefe unnatural alliances 
between his own coulins wi Jj the opprobrious epithet of yapm tt °v 
yafttn (Orat. vii. p. 128.). The jurifprudence of the canons has 
fince revived and enforced this prohibition, without being able to 
introduce it either into the civil or the common law of Europe. Sen 
on the fubjeft of thefe marriages, Taylor’s Civil Law, p. 331. 

Brouer de Jure Gonnub. 1 . ii.- c. 12. HericoUrt des Loix Ecclefiaf. 
tiques, part iii. e. $. Fleury Inftitutions du Droit Canonique t 
tom. i. p. 331. Paris, 1767, and Fra-Paolo Iftoria del Conotlio 
Trident. 1 . viii. 

** Julian (ad S. P. Q^A-then. p. 270.) charges his coulin Con- 
ftantius with the whole gnilt of a raaffacre, from which he himfelf 
fo narrowly efcaped. His aflertion is confirmed by Athanafius, who, 
for reafons of a very different nature, was not lefs an enemy of Con. 
flantius (tom. i. p. 856.). Zofimus joins in the fame accufation. 

But the three abbteviators, Eutropius and the Victors, ufe very qua* 
lifying expreffions ; “ finente potius quain jubante j” “ inoertum 
«< quo fuaforc " vi milirum.” 
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chap, ratified in a perfonal interview of the three bro- 
i^ 11 ' . thers. Conftantine, the eldeft of the Ctefars, ob-r 
tained, with a certain pre-eminence of rank, the 
pofieffion of the new capital, which bore his own 
name and that of his father. Thrace, and the 
countries of the eaft, were allotted for the patri- 
mony of Conftantius j and Conftans was acknow- 
ledged as the lawful fovereign of Italy, Africa, 
and the weftern Ulyricum, The armies fubmitted 
to their hereditary right; and they condefcended, 
after fome delay, to accept from the Roman fe- 
nate, the title of Augujlus. When they firft af- 
firmed the reins of government, the eldeft of thefe 
princes was twenty-one, the fecond twenty, and 
the third only feventeen, years of age 53 . 

Sapor king While the martial nations of Europe followed 
A.D. 310. the ftandards of his brothers, Conftantius, at the 
head of the effeminate troops of Afia, was left to 
fuftain the weight of the Perfian war. At the 
deceafe of Conftantine, the throne of the eaft was 
filled by Sapor, fon of Hormouz, or Hormifdas, 
and grandfon of Narfes, who, after the victory 
of Galerius, had humbly confefled the fuperiority 
of the Roman power. Although Sapor was in the 
thirtieth year of his long reign, he was ftill in the 
vigour of youth, as the date of his acceflion, by 
a very ftrange fatality, had preceded that of his 
birth. The wife of Hormouz remained pregnant 
at the time of her hufband ? s death ; and the un- 

'<1 ' : 

5 » Eufeb. in Vit. Conftantin. I. iv. c. 69. Zofimus, I. ii. p. 117. 
Liat. in Chron. See two notes of Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, 
tom. iv. p. 1086 — 1091. The reign of the eldeft brother at Con- 
stantinople is noticed only in the Alexandrian Chronicle. 

certainty 
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certainty of the fex, as well as of the event, ex- chap. 

... XVIII. 

cited the ambitious hopes of the princes of the v_— , -» 

houfe of SaflTan. The apprehenfions of civil war 
were at length removed, by the pofuive aflurance 
of the Magi, that the widow of Hormouz had 
conceived, and would fafely produce a fon. Obe- 
dient to the voice of fuperftition, the Perfians 
prepared, without delay, the ceremony of his co- 
ronation. A royal bed, on which the queen lay 
in ftate, was exhibited in the midfl of the palace ; 
the diadem was placed on the fpor, which might 
be fuppofed to conceal the future heir of Arta- 
xerxes, and the proftrate Satraps adored the ma- 
Jefty of their invifible and infenfible fovereign 54 . 

If any credit can be given to this marvellous tale, 
which feems however to be countenanced by th» 
manners of the people, and by the extraordinary 
duration of his reign, we mud admire not only 
the fortune, but the genius, of Sapor. In the 
foft fequeftered education of a Perfian haram, the 
royal youth could difeover the importance of ex- 
crcifing the vigour of his mind and body and, 
by his perfonal merit, deferved a throne, on which 
he had been feated, while he was yet unconfcious 
of the duties and temptations of abfolute power. 

His minority was expofed to the almoft inevitable 
calamities of domeftic difeord ; his capital was 


S 4 Agathias, who lived in the lixth century, is the author of this 
ftory ( 1 . iv. p. 135. edit. Louvre). He derived his information 
from feme extracts of the Perfian Chronicles, obtained and tran Anted 
by the interpreter Sergius, during his embaffy at that court. Th« 
coronation of the mother of Sapor is likewife mentioned by 
Schikard (Tarikh. p, 116.) and d’ Herbelo^( Bibliotheque Orien- 
tate, p. 7 6 30 * 
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C xvm P * ^" ur P r ^ ec ^ anc ^ plundered by Thair, a powerful 
i — f[ — king of Yemen, or Arabia; and the majefty of 
the royal family was degraded by the captivity of 
a princefs, the filler of the deceafed king. But 
as foon as Sapor attained the age of manhood, 
the prefumptuous Thair, his nation, and his coun- 
try, fell beneath the firft effort of the young war- 
rior; who ufed his victory with fo judicious a 
mixture of rigour and clemency, that he obtained 
from the fears and gratitude of the Arabs, the 
title of Dhoulacnaf , or protestor of the nation 5S . 
State of The ambition of the Perfian, to whom his ene- 
tamhi^and mies afcribe the virtues of a foldier and a ftatef- 
Annenia. m an, was animated by the defire of revenging the 
difgrace of his fathers, and of wrefting from the 
hands of the Romans the five provinces beyond 
the Tigris. The military fame of Conftantine, 
and the real or apparent ftrength of his govern- 
ment, fufpended the attack ; and while the hof- 
tile conduct of Sapor provoked the refentment, 
his artful negociations amufed the patience of the 
Imperial court. The death of Conftantine was 
the fignal of war 16 , and the actual condition of 
the Syrian and Armenian frontier, feemed to en- 
courage the Perfians by the profpedt of a rich 
fpoil, and an eafy conquell. Tire example of the 
mafiacres of the palace, diffufed a fpirit of licen- 

SJ D’Herbelot, Bibliotheque Orientate, p. 764. 

J® Sextus Rufus (c. 16.), who on this occafion is no contempt- 
ible authority, affirms, that the Perfians fued in vain for peace, and 
that Conflaiitine was preparing to march againft them : yet the ftt- 
ptrior weight of the teftimony of Eufebius, obliges us to admit the 
preliminaries, if not the ratification, of the treaty. See Tilleraont, 
Hill, des Empereurs, An. iv, p. 410. 
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tioufnefs and fedition among the troops of the chap. 
eaft, who were no longer reftrained by their ha- ■ - ~'j 
bits of obedience to a veteran commander. By 
the prudence of Conftantius, who, from the in- 
terview with his brothers in Pannonia, imme- 
diately haftened to the banks of the Euphrates, 
the legions were gradually reftored to a fenfe of 
duty and difcipline j but the feafon of anarchy 
had permitted Sapor to form the fiege of Nifibis, 
and to occupy feveral of the mod important fort- 
refies of Mefopotamia 5? . In Armenia, the re- 
nowned Tiridates had long enjoyed the peace and 
glory which he deferved by his valour and fidelity 
to the caufe of Rome. The firm alliance which 
he maintained with Conftantine, was productive 
of fpiritual as well as of temporal benefits: by 
the converfion of Tiridates, the character of a 
' faint was applied to that of a hero, the Chriftian 
faith was preached and eftablilhed from the Eu- 
phrates to the ftiores of theCafpian, and Armenia 
was attached to the empire by the double ties of 
policy and of religion. But as many of the Ar- 
menian nobles ftill refufed to abandon the plu- 
rality of their gods and of their wives, the pub- 
lic tranquillity was difturbed by a difcontented 
faClion, which infulted the feeble age of their 
fovereign, and impatiently expeCted the hour of 
his death. He died at length after a reign of a.D. 341, 
. fifty-fix years, and the fortune of the Armenian . 
monarchy expired with Tiridates. His lawful 
heir was driven into exile, the Chriftian priefts 

57 Julian, Orat. i, p, 10 . 

were 
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c H A P. were either murdered or expelled from their 
xvnr. r 

^ churches, the barbarous tribes of Albania were 

folicited to defeend from their mountains ; and 
two of the moft powerful governors, ufurping the 
enfigns or the powers of royalty, implored the 
affiftance of Sapor, and opened the gates of their 
cities to the Perfian garrifons. The Chriftian 
party, under the guidance of the archbilhop of 
Artaxata, the immediate fucceflor of St. Gregory 
the Illuminator, had recourfe to the piety of Con- 
ftantius. After the troubles had continued about 
three years, Antiochus, one of the officers of the 
houfehold, executed with fuccefs the Imperial 
commiffion of reftoring Chofroes, the fon of Ti- 
ridates, to the throne of his fathers, of diftribut- 
ing honours and rewards among the faithful fer- 
vants of the houfe of Arfaces, and of proclaiming 
a general amnefty, which was accepted by the 
greater part of the rebellious Satraps. But the 
Romans derived more honour than advantage 
from this revolution. Chofroes was a prince of a 
puny ftature, and a pufillanimous fpirit. Un- 
equal to the fatigues of war, averfe to the fociety 
of mankind, he withdrew from his capital to a re- 
tired palace, which he built on the banks of theriver 
Eleutherus, and in the centre of a fhadv grove $ 
where he confumed his vacant hours in the rural 
fports of hunting and hawking. To fecure this 
• inglorious eafe, he fubmitted to the conditions of 
peace which Sapor condefcended to impofe ; the 
payment of an annual tribute, and the reftitution 
of the fertile province of Atropatene, which th? 

• courage 
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courage of Tiridates, and the vi&orious arms chap. 

0 . . XVIII 

of Galerius, had annexed to the Armenian mo- . . , ‘ f 
narchy 5 \ 

During the long period of the reign of Con- The Per- 
ftantius, the provinces of the eaft were afflifted 
by the calamities of the Perfian war. The irre- 337-36°- 
gular incurfions of the light troops alternately 
fpread terror and devaftation beyond the Tigris, 
and beyond the Euphrates, from the gates of 
Ctefiphon to thofe of Antioch and this adfive 
fervice was performed by the Arabs of the defert, 
who were divided in their intereft and affe&ions j 
fome of their independent chiefs being enlifted in 
the party of Sapor, whilft .others had engaged 
their doubtful fidelity to the emperor 59 . The 
more grave and important operations of the war 
were conducted with equal vigour ; and the ar- 
mies of Rome and Perfia encountered each other 
in nine bloody fields, in two of which Conftantius 


himfelf commanded in perfon 


60 


The event of ®. attlc of 

Singara, 

the a.d. 348, 


s® Julian. Oraf, i. p. 20, 21. Mofes of Chorene, 1 . ii. c. 89. 
1 . iii. c. 1 — 9. p. 226 — 240. The perfeft agreement between 
the vague hints of the contemporary orator, and the circumftantial 
narrative of the national hiftorian, gives light to the former, and 
weight to the latter. For the credit of Mofes it may be likewife ob- 
ferved, that the name of Antiochus is found a few years before in a. 
civil office of inferior dignity. See Godefroy, Cod. Theod. tom. vi. 
p. 3 jo. 

59 Ammianus (xiv. 4.) gives a lively defcription of the wandering 
and predatory life of the Saracens, who ftretched from the confine* 
of Affyria to the catarafls of the Nile. It appears from the adven- 
tures of Malchus, which Jerom has related in fo entertaining a man- 
ner, that the high road between Berea and Edefla was infefted by 
thefe robbers. See Hieronym. tom. i. p. 256. 

60 We fhall take from Eutropius the general idea of the war 
(x, 10.). A Perfis enim multa et gravia perpeffus, fsrpe captis op- 
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chap, the day was moft commonly adverfe to the Ro- 

j , mans, but in the battle of Singara, their impru- 

dent valour had almoft atchieved a fignal and de* 
cifive victory. The ftationary troops of Singara 
retired on the approach of Sapor, who palled the 
Tigris over three bridges, and occupied near the 
village of Hilleh an advantageous camp, which, 
by the labour of his numerous pioneers, he fur- 
rounded in one day with a deep ditch, and a lofty 
rampart. His formidable hoft, when it was drawn 
out in order of battle, covered the banks of the 
river, the adjacent heights, and the whole extent 
of a plain of above twelve miles, which feparated 
the two armies. Both were alike impatient to 
engage ; but the Barbarians, after a flight refift- 
ance, fled in diforder j unable to refill, or de- 
firous to weary, the ftrength of the heavy legions, 
who, fainting with heat and thirll, purfued them 
acrofs the plain, and cut in pieces a line of ca- 
valry, clothed in complete armour, which had 
been polled before the gates of the camp to pro- 
te£l their retreat. Conllantius, who was hurried 
along in the purfuit, attempted, without effect, 
to reftrain the ardour of his troops, by reprefent- 
ing to them the dangers of the approaching night. 


pidis, obfeflis urbibus, caefis exercitibus, nullumque ei contra Sa- 
porem prolperum praelium fult, nili quod apud Singarajn, &c, Thi» 
honeft account is confirmed by the hints of Ammianus, Rufus, and 
Jerom. The two fir ft orations of Julian, and the third oration of 
Libanius, exhibit a more flattering picture ; but the recantation of 
both thofe orators, after the death of Conftantius, while it reflores 
us to the pofleflion of the truth, degrades their own charafler, and 
that ot the emperor. The commentary of Spanheim on the firft ora- 
tion of Julian is profufely learned. See likcwife the judicious ob- 
servations of Tillement, Hill, des Empereurs, tom. iv. p. 656. 

and 
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find the certainty of completing their fuccefs with 
the return of day. As they depended much more .J.- , ,- 
on their own valour, than on the experience or the 
abilities of their chief, they filenced by their cla- 
mours his timid remonftrances ; and rufhing with 
fury to the charge, filled up the ditch, broke 
down the rampart, and difperfed themfelves 
through the tents, to recruit their exhaufted 
ftrength, and to enjoy the rich harveft of their 
labours. But the prudent Sapor had watched the 
moment of victory. His army, of which the 
greater part, fecurely ported on the heights, had 
been fpedtators of the adtion, advanced in filence, 
and under the fliadow of the night; and his Per- 
fian archers, guided by the illumination of the 
camp, poured a fhower of arrows on a difarmed 
and licentious crowd. The fincerity of hiftory 6 * 
declares, that the Romans were vanquirtied with a 
dreadful daughter, and that the flying remnant 
of the legions was expofed to the moft intolerable 
hardlhips. Even the tendernefs of panegyric, 
confefling that the glory of the emperor was ful- 
lied by the difobedience of his foldiers, chufes to 
draw a veil over the circumftances of this melan- 
choly retreat. Yet one of thofe venal orators, fo 
jealous of the fame 6f Conftantius, relates with 
amazing coolnefs, an adt of fuch incredible cruelty, 
as, in the judgment of pofterity, muft imprint a 
far deeper ftain on the honour of the Imperial 
name. The fon of Sapor, the heir of his crown, 

Acerrima nofturna ^oncertatione pugnatum eft, noftrorum 
cop i is ingenti ftrage confoilis. Arr.miaa. xviii. 5. Sec likevvife Eu* 

frogivs, x. 19. and S. Rufus, c. 27, 

had 
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chap, had been made a captive in the Perfian carhp* 

XVIII. r u 

i , , — r -' ) The unhappy youth, who might have excited the 
companion of the moft favage enemy, was fcourg- 
ed, tortured, and publicly executed by the inhu- 
man Romans 6 \ 

siege of Whatever advantages might attend the arms of 
1 ' ’ Sapor in the field, though nine repeated viflories 
diffufed among the nations the fame of his valour 
and condufr* he could not hope to fucceed in the 
execution of his defigns, while the fortified towns 
of Mefopotamia, and above all, the ftrong and 
antient city of Nifibis, remained in the poflef- 
fion of the Romans. In the fpace of twelve years, 
Nifibis, which; fince the time of Lucullus, had 
been defervedly efteemed the bulwark of the eaft; 

a.d. 338. fuftained three memorable fiegeS againft the power 

346. 3 s°- c £ Sapor ; and the difappointed monarch, after 
urging his attacks above fixty; eighty, and an 
hundred days, was thrice repulfed with lofs and 
ignominy 6J . This large and populous city was 
fituate about two days journey from the Tigris, 
in the midft of a pleafant and fertile plain at the 
foot of mount Mafius. A treble inclofure of 
brick walls was defended by a deep ditch 6 * and 

the 

Cl Libanius, Orat. Hi. p. 133. with Julian. Orat. i. p. 24/and 
Spanheiin's Commentary, p. 179. 

6 » See Julian. Orat. i. p. 27. Orat. ii. p. 62, See. with the Com- 
fnentary of Spanheim (p. 188—202.), who illuftrates the tircum- 
ftances, and al'certains the time of the three lieges of Nifibis. Their 
dates are likewife examined by Tillemont (Hill, des Empereurs, 
tom. iv. p. 668. 671. 674.). Something is added from Zofimus, 
1 . iii. p. 151. and the Alexandrian Chronicle, p. 290. 

64 Salluft. Fragment, lxxxiv. edit. BrolTes, and Plutarch in Lu* 
cull. tom. iii. p. 184. Nifibis is now reduced to one hundred and 
fifty lioul'es ; the mailhy lands produce rice, and the fertile m cadaver, 
i , « 
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the intrepid refiftance of Count Lucilianus, and 
his garrifon, was feconded by the defperate cou- ■ t 
rage of the people. The citizens of Nifibis were 
animated by the exhortations of their bilhop 65 , in- 
ured to arms by the prefence of danger, and con- 
vinced of the intentions of Sapor to plant a Per* 
fian colony in their room, and to lead them away 
into diftant and barbarous captivity. The event 
of the two former fieges elated their confidence j 
and exafperated the haughty fpirit of the Great 
King, who advanced a third time towards Nifi- 
bis, at the head of the united forces of Perfia and 
India. The ordinary machines, invented to bat- 
ter or undermine the walls, were rendered inef- 
fectual by the fuperior fkill of the Romans j and 
many days had vainly elapfed, when Sapor em- 
braced a refolution worthy of an eaftern monarch, 
who believed that the elements themfelves were 
fubjeCt to his power. At the ftated feafon of the 
melting of the fnows in Armenia, the river Myg- 
donius, which divides the plain and the city of 
Nifibisj forms, like the Nile 6S , an innundation 


as far as Moful and the Tigris, are covered with the ruins of towns 
and villages. See Niebuhr, Voyages, tom. ii. p. 300 — 309. 

6 5 The miracles which Theodoret (1, ii. c. 30.) afcribcs to St. 
James, bifhop of Edefla, were at lead performed in a worthy caule, 
the defence fif his country. He appeared on the walls under the 
figure of the Roman emperor, and font an army of gnats to fting 
the trunks of the elephants, and to difeomfit the hoft of the new 
Senacherib. 

66 Julian. Orat. i. p. 17. Though Niebuhr (tom. ii. p. 307.) al- 
lows a very "confiderable fwell to the Mygdonius, over which he (aw 
a bridge of twelve arches ; it is difficult, however, to Underftand this 
parallel of a trifling rivulet with a mighty river. There are many 
circuniftances obfeure, and almolt unintelligible, in the defeription of 
thefc ftupendous water- works. 

over 
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C xvm P * over ac *j acent country. By the labour of the 
v ‘ . Perfians, the courfe of^ the river was flopped be- 
low the town, and the waters were confined on 
every fide by folid mounds of earth. On this ar- 
tificial lake, a fleet of armed vefiels, filled with 
foldiers, and with engines which difcharged ftones 
of five hundred "pounds weight, advanced in or- 
der of battle, and engaged, almoft upon a level, 
the troops which defended the ramparts. The 
irrefiftible force of the waters was alternately fatal 
to the contending parties, till at length a portion 
of the walls, unable to fuftain the accumulated 
preflure, gave way at once, and expofed an ample 
breach of one hundred and fifty feet. The Per- 
fians were inftantly driven to the aflault, and the 
fate of Nifibis depended on the event of the day. 
The heavy-armed cavalry, who led the van of a 
deep column, were embarrafied in the mud, and 
great numbers were drowned in the unfeen holes 
which had been filled by the rulhing waters. The 
elephants, made furious by their wounds, encreaf- 
ed the diforder, and trampled down thoufands of 
the Perfian archers. The Great King, who from 
an exalted throne beheld the misfortunes of his 
arms, founded, with reludlant indignation, the 
fignal of the retreat, and fufpended for fome hours 
the profecution of the attack. But the vigilant 
citizens improved the opportunity of the night j 
and the return of day difcovered anew wall of fix 
feet in height, rifing every moment to fill up the 
interval of the breach. Notwithftanding thedik 
appointment of his hopes, and the lofs of more 
than twenty thoufand men, Sapor ftill prefled tho 

redudtioa 
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reduction of Nifibis with an obftinate firmnefs, C JL£, P ‘ 

i*i c XVIII. 

which could have yielded only to the necclfity or 
defending the eaftern provinces of Perfia againft 
a formidable invafion of the Maftagetx 67 . Alarm- 
ed by this intelligence, he haftily relinquifhed the 
fiege, and marched with rapid diligence from the 
banks of the Tigris to thofe of the Oxus. The 
danger and difficulties of the Scythian war en- 
gaged him foon afterwards to conclude, or at 
leaft to obferve, a truce with the Roman em- 
peror, which was equally grateful to both princes j 
as Conftantius himfelf, after the deaths of his two 
brothers, was involved, by the revolutions of the 
weft, in a civil conteft, which required and feem- 
ed to exceed the moft vigorous exertion of his un- 
divided ftrength. 

After the partition of the empire, three years Civil war > 

. . r y and death 

had fcarcely elapfed, before the ions of Conftan- of Con- 
tine feemed impatient to convince mankind that 
they were incapable of contenting themfelves Marcfa - 
with the dominions which they were unqualified 
to govern. The eldeft of thofe princes foon 
complained, that he was defrauded of his juft 
proportion of the fpoils of their murdered kinf- 
men j and though he might yield to the fuperior 
guilt and merit of Conftantius, he exa&ed from 
Conftans the ceflion of the African provinces, as 
an equivalent for the rich countries of Macedo- 
nia and Greece, which his brother had acquired 

* ^ ..... 

*7 Wc are obliged to Zonaras (tom. ii. 1. xiii. p. u.) for this 

invafion of the Maflagetae, which is perfe&ly confident with the ge- 
neral feries of events, to which we are darkly led by the broken 
hiftory of Animianus, 

. Vol, III. L by 
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by the death of Dalmatius. The want of fit* 
cerity, which Conftantine experienced in a te- 
dious and fruitlefs negociation, exafperated the 
fiercenefs of his temper j and he eagerly liftened - 
to thofe favourites, who fuggefted to him that his 
honour, as well as his intereft, was concerned in 
the profecutiOn t)f the quarreL At the head of a 
tumultuary band, fuited for rapine rather than 
for conqueft, he fuddenly broke into the domi- 
nions of Conftans, by the way of the Julian Alps, 
and the country round Aquileia felt the firft ef- 
fects of his refentment. The meafures of Con- 
ftans, who then refided in Dacia, were directed 
with more prudence and ability. On the news 
of his brother’s invafion,, he detached a leledt and 
difeiplined body of his Illyrian troops, propofing 
to follow them in perfon with the remainder of 
his forces. But the conduct of his lieutenants 
foon terminated the unnatural conteft. By the 
artful appearances of flight, Conftantine was be- 
trayed into an ambufeade, which had been con- 
cealed in a wood, where the rafli youth, with a 
few attendants, was furprifed, furrounded, and 
flain. His body, after it had been found in the 
obfeure ftream of the Alfa, obtained the honours 
of an Imperial fepulchre ; but his provinces tranf- 
ferred their allegiance to the conqueror, who, re- 
fuflng to admit his elder brother Conftantiu»to- 
any ,lh are in thefe new acquifitions, maintained 
the undifputed pofleflion of more than two- thirds 
of the Roman empire* 6 . 

The 


The cattfes ami the events of this civil war are related with 
much perplexity anil conti adifliaii', I have chiefly followed Zu- 

** : 


I 


Qigili 


/ 
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The fate Qf Conftans himfelf was delayed about c ^ a P; 
ten years longer, and the revenge of his brothers ' . 

death Was referved for the more- ignoble hand of W^ ,ei of 

_ . _! . . * C\)mtans, 

a domeftic traitor. The-pernicious tendency of a.d. 350, 
the tyfteiR introduced by- Curtilancifle,- was dii- K ' uu ‘ u '* 
played irj ch.e feeble ad mini ft r-afipn- of his fons * 
who, by their vices and .weakness,,, loop loft the 
efteem apd affedlioris of ihgi-r people. The pride 
aftumed by Conftans,- from the unmerited fuccefs 
of his arms, .wns rendered more contemptible by 
his want of abilities and application. Ilis fond 
partiality towards fome German captives, diftint ^ 
guifhed only by the charms of youth, was an ob* 
jc6t of fcandal to the people 69 ; and Magnentius, 1 
an ambitious foldier, who was himfelf of Barbarian 
extraction, was encouraged by the public difcon- * 
tent to afiert the honour of the Roman name • 

The chofen bands of Jovians and Herculians, 
who acknowledged Magnentius as their leader, 
maintained the molt refpectable and important 


haras, and the younger Viftor. The monody (ad calccm Eutrop. 
edit, frhvertamp.) pronounced on the death of Conftantine, might 
have. been very inilru&ive ; but prudence and falfe tafte engaged the 
orator to involve himfelf in vague declamation. 

6 9 Quarum (gentium) obfides pretio quaefitos pueros venuftiores, 
quod cultius habuerat, libidine hujufmodi arfirte pro cerro hjtbetur. 
Had not the depraved tafte of Conitans been publicly avowed, the 
elder Viftor, who held a confiderable office in his brother’s reign, 
would not have aliened it in fuch pofitive terms. 

?■» Julian. Orat. i. and ii. Zofim. 1 . ii. p. 134.. Viftor in Epi- 
tome. There is reafon to believe that Magnentius was born in one 
of thofc Barbarian colonics which Conftantius Chlorus had eftablilh- 
ed in Gaul (See this Hiftory, vol. ii. p. 132.). His behaviour may 
remind us of the patriot earl of Leicefter, the famous Simon tie 
Montfort, who could perfuade the good people of England, that lie, 
a Frenchman by biith, had taken arms to deliver them from foreign 
favourites. 

L 2 fh" un 
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ftation in the imperial camp. The friendlhip of 
Marcellinus, count of the facred largefles, fup- 
plied with a liberal hand the means of fedudtion* 
The foldiers were convinced by the moft fpecious 
arguments, that the republic fummoned them to 
break the bonds of hereditary fervitude 5 and, by 
the choice of an adlive and vigilant prince, to re- 
ward the fame virtues which had raifed the an- 
ceftors of the degenerate Conftans from a pri- 
vate condition to the throne of the world. A3 
ibon as the confpiracy was ripe for execution, 
Marcellinus, under the pretence oP celebrating 
his ion’s birth-day, gave afplendid entertainment 
to the illuftrious and honourable perfons of the court 
of Gaul, which then refided in the city of Autun. 
The intemperance of the feaft was artfully pro- 
traded till a very late hour of the night ; and the 
unfufpeding guefts were tempted to indulge 
themfelves in a dangerous and guilty freedom of 
converfation. On a fudden the doors were thrown 
open, and Magnentius, who had retired for a 
few moments, returned into the apartment, in- 
verted with the diadem and purple. The con- 
fpirators inftantly faluted him with the titles of 
Auguftus and Emperor. The furprife, the ter- 
ror, the intoxication, the ambitious hopes, and 
the mutual ignorance of the reft of the afiembly, 
prompted them to join their voices to the general 
acclamation. The guards haftened to take the 
oath of fidelity ; the gates of the town were fhut ; 
and before the dawn of day, Magnentius became 
matter of the troops and treafureof the palace and 
city of Autun. By his fecrecy and diligence he 

entertained 


/ 


Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


*49 


■entertained fome hopes of furprifing the perfon C XXI ^ P ' 
ofConftans, who was purfuing in the adjacent fo- « — -v— / 
reft his favourite amufement of •hunting, or per- 
haps fome pleafures of a more private and cri- 
minal nature. The rapid progrefs of fame al- 
lowed him, however, an inftant for flight, though 
the defertion of his foldiers and lubjetfts deprived 
him of the power of refiftance. Before he could 
reach a fea-port in Spain, where he intended to 
embark, he was overtaken near Helena 71 , at the 
foot of the Pyrenees, by a party of light cavalry, 
whofe chief, regardlefs of the faneftity of a temple, 
executed his commiftion by the murder of the fon 
of Conftantine 7 \ 

As foon as the death of Conftans had decided Magnen- 
t-his eafy but important revolution, the example of ve^anio 
ithe court of Autun was imitated by the provinces airu, " cthfc ■ 

J k purple, 

of the weft. The authority of Magnentius was A.D. 350, 
acknowledged through the whole extent of the Marc [ 1 ■'* 
two great prefectures of Gaul and Italy ; and the 
ufurper prepared, by every a£t of oppreflion, to 
colleft a treafure, which might difeharge the ob- 
ligation of an isnmenfe donative, and fupply the 
expences of a civil war. The martial countries 


7* This ancient city had once flourifhcd under the name of I!- 
liberis (Pomponius Mela, ii. 5.). The munificence of Conllantinc 
gave it new fplendor, and his mother’s name. Helena (it is tlill 
called Elne) became the feat of a bifhop, who long afterwards trans- 
ferred his refidence to Perpignap, the capital of modem Rotifillon. 
See d’Anville Notice de l’Ancienne Gaule, p. 3S0. Longuetue 
Defcription de la France, p. 213. and the Marca Hilpanica, 1. i. 


7 1 Zofimus, 1. ii. p. uj, no. Zonaras, tom. ii. 1. xiii. p. 
and the Abbreviators. 
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of Iliyricum, From the Danube to the extremity 
of Greece, had long obeyed the government of 
Vetranio, an aged general, beloved for the fim- 
plicity of his manners, and who had acquired 
fome reputation by his experience and ferv ices in 
war Attached by habit, by duty, and by gra- 
titude, to the houfe of Conftantine, he imme- 
diately gave the ftrongeft afturances to the only 
furviving fon of his late matter, that he would 
expofe, with unlhaken fidelity, his perfon and his 
troops, to inflid a juft revenge on the traitors of 
Gaul. But the legions of Vetranio were feduced, 
rather than provoked, by the example of rebel- 
lion ; their leader foon betrayed a Want of firm- 
nefs, or a want of fincerity ; and his ambition de- 
rived a fpecious pretence from the approbation 
of the princefs Conftantina. That cruel and 
afpiring woman* who had obtained from the great 
Conftantine her father the rank of Augujta , placed 
the diadem with her own hands on the head of the 
Illyrian general ; and feemed to exped from his 
vidory, the accomplifliment of thofe unbounded 
hopft, of which fhe had been difappointed by the 
death of her hufband Hanftibalianus. Perhaps it 
was without the confent of Conftantina, that the 
new emperor formed a necefiary, though difho- 

nourable, alliance with the ufurper of the weft, 

* , , 

75 Eutropins (x. 10 .) defcribes Vetranio with more temper, and 
probably with more truth, t£an either of the two Viftors. Vetranio 
wSs hern of obfeure patents in the wildeft parts of IVIaefia ; and fo 
much had his education been lieglcfted, that, after. his clc.vatjon, he 
ii tidied the alphabet. 


... «< 

whofe 
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<whofe purple was fo recently ftained with her chap. 
brother’s blood 7 \ . > — 

The intelligence of thefe important events, Conftan- 
which fo deeply affefted the honour and fafety of 
the Imperial houi’e, recalled the arms of Conftan- AD - 3S°- 
tius from the inglorious profeoution of the Perfian 
war. He recommended the care of the ealt to 
his lieutenants, and afterwards to his coufin Gal- 
lys, whom he railed from a prifon to a throne ; 
and marched towards Europe, with a mind agi- 
tated by the conflict of hope and fear, of grief 
and indignation. On his arrival at Heraclea in 
Thrace, the emperor gave audience to the am, 
bafladors of Magnentius and Vetranio, The firft 
author of the confpiracy, Marcellinus, who in 
fome meafure had bellowed the purple on his 
new mailer, boldly accepted this dangerous com* 
million and his three colleagues were felected 
from the illullrious perfonages of the Hate and 
army. Thefe deputies were inftrufled to foothe 
jhe refentiflent, and to alarm the fears, of Con- 
ftantius. They were empowered to offer him 
the friendlhip and alliance of the weftern princes, 
to cement their union by a double marriage; of 
Conftantius with the daughter of Magnentius, 
and of Magnentius himfelf with the ambitious 
Conftantina ; and to acknowledge in the treaty 
the pre-eminence of rank, which might jullly be 
claimed by the emperor of the eafl. Should pride 
and miftaken piety urge him to refufe thefe equi- 


74 The doubtful, fluftuating condu$ of Vetranio is deferibed by 
Julian in his firft oration, and accurately explained by Spanheim, 
who difeuffes the lituation and behaviour of Conftantina. 
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C j.vm ? ta ^ e condition?, the ambaiTadors were ordered 
i y — i to expatiate on the inevitable ruin which mull at- 

tend his rafhnefs, if he ventured to provoke the 
Jovereigns of the weft to exert their fupericw 
ftrength 5 and to employ againft. him that valour, 
thofe 'abilities, and thofe legions, to which the 
houfe of Conftantine had been indebted for fo 
many triumphs. Such propofitions and fuch ar- 
guments appeared to delerve the molt ferious at- 
tention ; the anfwer of Conftantius was deferred 
till the next day ; and as he had reflected on the 
importance ofjuftifying a civil war in the opinion 
of the people, he thus addrefiedhis council, who 
liftened with real or affe&ed credulity : ,c Laft 
“ night,” faid he, “ after I retired to reft, the 
* c Pnade of the great Conftantine, embracing the 
* f corpfe of my murdered brother, rofe before my 
“ eyes ; his well-known voice awakened me tp 
** revenge, forbade me to defpair of the republic, 
" and allured me of the fuccefs and immortal 
“ glory which would crown the juftice of my 
“ arms.” The authority of fuch a vifion, or ra- 
ther of the prince who alleged it, filenced every 
doubt, and excluded all negociation. The igno- 
minious terms of peace were rejefted with difdain. 
One of the ambafladors of the tyrant was dif- 
milTed with the haughty anfwer of Conftantius ; 
his colleagues, as unworthy of the privileges of 
the law of nations, were put in irons; and the 
contending powers prepared to, wage an impla- 
cable war 7S . 


7 S See Peter the Patrician, in the Excerpta Legationum, p. 27. 
> * 
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Such was the conduft, and .fuch perhaps was chap. 

* r XVIII. 

the duty, of the brother of Conflans towards the ■ - - L# 

perfidious ufurper of Gau'i. The lituation and ® e P ofe . s 
character of Vetranio admitted of milder mea- a.d. 350 , 
fures ; and the policy of the eallern emperor was ix ‘ c ' I5 ‘ 
direded to difunite his antagoniils, and to fepa- 
rate the forces of Illyricum from the caufe of re- 
bellion. It was an eafy talk to deceive the frank- 
nefs and fimplicity of Vetranio, who, 'fluctuating 
fome time between the oppofite views of honour 
and intereft, difplayed to the world the infincerity 
of his temper, and was infenfibly engaged in the 
fnarei of an artful negociation. Conftantius ac- 
knowledged him as a legitimate and equal col- 
league in the empire, on condition that he would 
renounce his difgraceful alliance with Magnen- 
tius, and appoint a place of interview on the fron- 
tiers of their refpedive provinces} where they 
might pledge their friendlhip by mutual vows of 
fidelity, and regulate by common confent the fu- 
ture operations of the civil war. In confequence 
of this agreement, Vetranio advanced to the city 
of Sardic.a 76 , at the head of twenty thoufand 
horfe, and of a more numerous body of infantry j 
a power fo far fuperior to the forces of Conilan- 
tius, that the Illyrian emperor appeared to com- 
mand the life and fortunes of his rival, who, de- 
pending on the fuccefs of his private negocia- 
tions, had feduced the troops, and undermined 

7 6 Zonaras, tom. Ji. 1. xiii. p. ifi. The pofition of Sardica, near 
the modern city of Sophia, appears better fuited to this interview than 
the fituation of either Naiflus or Sirmium, where it is placed by 
Jeroin, Socrates, and Sozomen. ^ 

* the 


Digitized by Google 



Uk 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


4- 

a **• the throne, of Vetrani®. The chiefs, who had 
» — _j fecretly embraced the party of Conftantius, pre- 
pared in his favour a public fpetftacle, calculated 
to difcover and' inflame the paflions of the multi- 
tude 77 . The united armies were commanded to 
# affemble in a large plain near the city. In the 
centre, according to the rules of ancient difci- 
pline, a military tribunal, or rather fcaffbkl, was 
crefted, from whence the emperors were accui- 
tomed, on folemn and important occafions, to 
harangue the rroops. The well-ordered ranks of 
Romans and Barbarians, with drawn fwords, or 
with erefled.fpears, the fquadrons of cavalry, and 
the cohorts of infaqtry, diftinguifhed by the va- 
riety of their arms and enfigns, formed an im- 
inenfe circle round the tribunal ; and the atten- 
tive filence which they preferved was fometimes 
interrupted by loud burfts of clamour or of ap- 
plaufe. In the prefence of this formidable affem- 
bly, the two emperors were called upon to explain 
the fituation of public affairs: the precedency of 
rank was yielded to the royal birth of Conftantius $ 
and though he was indifferently fkilled in the arts 
of rhetoric, he acquitted himfelf, under, thefe 
difficult circumftanccs, with firmnefs, dexterity, 
and eloquence. The firft part of his oration 
Teemed to be pointed only againft the tyrant of 
Gaul j but while he tragically lamented the cruel 
murder of Conftans, he infinuated^* that none, 
except a brother, could claim a right to the fuc- 

77 Seethe two firft orations of Julian, particularly p. 31.5 and 

Zolimu9,‘l. ii. p.’iii. ' The diftinft narrative of the hiftorian ferves 

r o illuftrate the diffufe, but vague, deferiptions of the orator. •’ 

* 

• • celfion 


Digitized by Google 



G>F THE ROMAN EMPIRE.' ' 


ceffion of his brother. He difplayed, with fome 
Complacency, the. glories of his Imperial racej 
and recalled to the memory of the troops, the va- 
lour, the triumphs, the liberality of the great 
Conftantine, to whofe fons they had engaged their 
allegiance by an oath of fidelity, which the in- 
gratitude of his molt favoured fervants had tempt- 
ed them to violate. The officers, who furrounded 
the tribunal, and were inftrudted to a ft their parts 
in this extraordinary fcene,confefied the irreliftible 
power of reafon and eloquence, by faluting the 
emperor Conftantius as their lawful fovereign. 
The contagion of loyalty and repentance was 
communicated from rank to rank; till the plain 
Of Sardica refounded with the univerfal acclama- 
tion of “ Away with thefe upftart ufurpers ! Long 
f* life and victory to the fon of Conftantine! 
f* Under his banners alone, we will fight and con- 
“ quer.” The {hour of thoufands, their me- 
nacing geftures, the fierce clafhingof their arms, 
aftonifited and fubdued the courage of Vetranio, 
■who ftOod, amidft the defe&ion of his followers, 
in anxious and filent fufpence. Inftead of em- 
bracing the laft refuge of generous defpair, he 
ramely fubmitted to his fate ; and taking the 
diadem from his head, in the view of both armies, 
fell proftrate at the feet of his conqueror. Con- 
ftantius ufed his viclory with prudence and mo- 
deration j and raifing from the ground the aged 
fuppliant, whom he affedted to ftyle by the en- 
dearing name of Father, he gaye.hira his hand to 
defcend from the throne. The city of Prufa was 
affigned for the exile or retirement of the abdi- 
**.■ 1 <4. c cated 
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c ha p. cated monarch, who lived fix years in the enjoy- 
. , ment of cafe and affluence. He often exprefled 

his grateful fenfe of the goodnefs of Conflantius, 
and, with a very amiable fimplicity, advifed his 
benefactor to refign the fceptre of the world, and 
to feek for content (where alone it could be found) 
in the peaceful obfcurity of a private condi- 
tion 7S . 

Makeswar The behaviour of Conflantius on this memo- 
Magnen- rable occafion was celebrated with fome appear- 
a.d. -51 ance j u ft' ce » and his courtiers compared the 
ftudied orations which a Pericles or a Demo- 
llhenes addreifed to the populace of Athens, with 
the victorious eloquence which had perfuaded an 
armed multitude to defert and depofe the objeft 
of their partial choice 79 . The approaching con- 
* teft with Magnentius was of a more ferious and 
bloody kind. The tyrant advanced by rapid 
marches to encounter Conflantius, at the head of 
a numerous army, compofed of Gauls and Spa- 
niards, of Franks and Saxons j of thofe provin- 
cials who fupplied the ftrength of the legions, 
and of thofe barbarians who were dreaded as the 
moft formidable enemies of the republic. The 

The younger Viflor afligns to his exile the emphatical appel- 
lation of “ Voluptarium otium.” Socrates (1. ii, c. 18 .) is the 
voucher for the correfpondence with the emperor, which would 
feem to prove, that Vctranio was, indeed, prope ad ftultitiam 
fimplicijjimus. 

"9 Eum Conflantius facundise vi dejectum Imperio in 

privatum otium removit. Qua- gloria poft natum Imperium foli 
proceflit eloquio clementiaque, Arc. Aurelius Viflor. Julian, and 
Thcmiftius (Orat. iii. and iv.), adorn this exploit with all the arti- 
. f.cial and gaudy colouring of their rhetoric. 
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fertile plains 50 of the Lower Pannonia, between 
the Drave, the Save, and the Danube, prefented 
a fpacious theatre j and the operations of the 
civil war were protrafted during the fummer 
months by the flcill or timidity of the combat- 
ants Conftantius had declared his intention of 
deciding the quarrel in the fields of Cibalis, a 
name that would animate his troops by the re- 
membrance of the viftory which, on the fame 
aufpicious ground, had been obtained by the arms 
of his father Conftantine. Yet, by the impreg- 
nable fortifications with which the emperor en- 
compaffed his camp, he appeared to decline, ra- 
ther than to invite, a general engagement. It 
was the objedfc of Magnentius to tempt or to com- 
pel his adverfary to relinquifh this advantageous 
pofition; and he employed, with that view, the 
various marches, evolutions, and ftratagems, 
which the knowledge of the art of war could fug- 
gefi: to an experienced officer. He carried by af- 
fault the important town of Sifc}a ; made an at- 
tack on the city of Sirmium, which lay in the 
rear of the Imperial camp ; attempted to force a 
pafiage over the Save into the eaftern provinces of 

8° Bufbequius (p. in.) traverfed the Lower Hung.tr)’ and Sc!a- 
vonia at a time when they were reduced almoft to a defect, by the 
reciprocal hoftilities of the Turks and Chriftians. Yet he mentions 
with admit ation the unconquerable fertility of the foil ; and obkrves, 
that the height of the grafs was fufficient to conceal a loaded waggon 
from his fight. See likewife Browne’* Travels, in Harris’s Col- 
lection, vol. ii. p. 761, &c. 

Zofimus gives a very large account of the war, and the nego- 
tiation (1. ii. p. 1*3 — IS 0 -)- But as he neither fhevvs himfelf a 
foldier nor a politician, hi; narrative muft be weighed with attention, 
and received with caution. 

Illyricum ; 
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c H A P.- Illyricum j and cut in pieces a numerous detach- •’ 

XVIII. * 

. ~ . ment, which he had allured ifito the narrow paffes 

of Adarne. -During the . greater part of the fum- 
mer, the tyrant, of Gaul (hewed himfelf iwailer of * 
the field. The troops of Conftantius were ha- 
raffed and difpirited,; his reputation declined in 
the eye of the world j and his pride eondefeended 
to folicit a treaty of peace, which would have re- 
Jigned to the affaffin of Conftans the fovereignty 
of the provinces beyond the Alps. Thefe offers 
were enforced by the eloquence of Philip, the Im- 
perial ambaffador ; and the council as well as the 
army of Magnentius were difpofed to accept 
them. But the haughty ufurper, carelefs of the 
remonftrances of his friends, gave orders that 
Philip (hould be detained as a captive, or at leaft 
as a hoftage ; while he difpatched an officer to re- 
. proach Conftantius,wjth the weaknefs of his reign, 
and to infult him by the promife of a pardon, if 
he would iriftaritlv abdicate the purple. “ That 
“ he fiiould confide in the juftice of his caufe; 

and the prote&ion of an avenging Deity,” was 
the only anfwer which honour permitted the em- 
peror to return. But he was fo fenfible of the 
difficulties of his fituation, that he no longer 
dared to retaliate the indignity which had been 
offered to his reprefentative. The negociation 
of Philip was not, however, ineffedlual j fince he 
determined Sylvanus the Frank, a general of 
merit and reputation, to defert with a confider- 
able body of cavalry, a few days before the battle 
of Murfa, 

The 
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The city of Murfa, or Efiek, celebrated in mo- chap. 

XVIII 

dern times for a bridge of boats five miles in * .. 
length, over the river Drave, and the adjacent ^j" r ! ( ^ of 
morafles *% has been always confidered as a place a.d. 35*, 
of importance in the wars of Hungary. Mag- Sept * iS ' 
nentius directing his march towards Murfa, fet 
fire to the gates, and, by a fudden afiault, had 
almpft fcaied the walls of the town. The vigi- 
lance of thegarrifon extinguilhed the flames ; the. 
approach of Conftantius left him no time to con- 
tinue the operations of the fiege j and the era- 
peror foon removed the only obftacle that could 
embarrafs his motions, by forcing a body of troops 
which had taken poll in an adjoining amphi- 
theatre. The field of battle round Murfa was a 
naked and level plain : on this ground the army 
of Conftantius formed, with the Drave on their 
right } while their left, either from the nature of 
their difpofition, or from the fuperiority of their 
cavalry, extended far beyond the right flank of 
Magnentius 8> . The troops on both fides re-, 
mained under arms in anxious expe&ation during 
the greateft part of the morning ■, and the fon of 
Conftantine, after animating his foldiers by an 
eloquent fpeech, retired into a church at fome 
diftance from the field of battle, and committed 

Sl This remaikabU bridge, which is flanked with towers, and 
/Upportcd on large wooden piles, was conllru&ed, A.D. 1566, by 
Sultan Soliman,.to facilitate the march of his armies into Hungary. 

See -Browne's Travel*, and Bufchmg's Syllcin of Geography, vol. 1L 
p. 90. 

This polition, and the fubfequent evolutions, are clearly, 
though toncifcly, delcribed by Julian, Om. i. p. 36. 
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C xvin P ' t0 S enera ‘ s t ^ ie condudl of this decifive day *** 
u— They deferved his confidence by the valour and 
military fkill which they exerted. They wifely 
began the adtion upon the left ; and advancing 
their whole wing of cavalry in an oblique line, 
they fuddenly wheeled it on the right flank of the 
enemy, which was unprepared to refill: the im- 
petuofity of their charge. But the Romans of 
the Weft foon rallied, by the habits of difcipline ; 
and the Barbarians of Germany fupported the re- 
nown of their national bravery. The engage- 
ment foon became general; was maintained with 
various and Angular turns of fortune; and fcarcely 
ended with the darkr.efs of the night. The fig- 
nal victory which Conftantius obtained is attri- 
buted to the arms of his cavalry. His cuiraftiers 
are defcribed as fo many maflfy ftatues of fteel, 
glittering with their fcaly armour, and breaking 
with their ponderous lances the firm array of the 
Gallic legions. As foon as the legions gave way, 
the lighter and more active fquadrons of the fe- 
cond line rode fword in hand into the intervals, 
and completed the diforder. In the mean while, 
the huge bodies of the Germans were expofed al- 
moft naked to the dexterity of the oriental archers j 
and whole troops of thofe barbarians were urged 

3 4 Sulpicius Severus, 1. ii. p. 405. The emperor patted the day 
in prayer with Vaiens, the Arian bifhop of Mitrfa, who gained his 
confidence by announcing the fuccefs of the battle. M. de Tilie- 
tront (Hift. des Empereurs, tom. iv. p. mo.) very properly re- 
marks the fdence of Julian with regard to the perfonal prowefis of 
Conftantius in the battle of Murfa. The filence of flattery is fome- 
times equal to tl^e moll pofttivc and authentic evidence. 
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by anguifh and defpair to precipitate themfelves C # A 
into the broad and rapid ftream of the Drave 8s . ^ J 
The number of the flain was computed at fifty- 
four thoufand men, and the flaughter of the con- 
querors was more confiderable than that of the 
vanquifhed 86 j a circumftance which proves the 
obftinacy of the conteft, and juftifies the obfelr- 
vation of an ancient writer, that the forces of the 
empire were confuined in the fatal battle of 
Murfa, by the lofs of a veteran army, fufficient 
to defend the frontiers, or to add new triumphs 
to the glory of Rome 87 . Notwithftanding the 
inve&ives of a fervile orator, there is not the 
leaft reafdn to believe that the tyrant deferted his 
own ftandard in the beginning of the engage- 
ment. He feems to have difplayed the virtues of 
a general and of a foldier till the day was irreco- 
verably loft, and his camp in the poficffioh of the 
enemy. Magnentius then confulted his fafety, 

*5 Julian. Orat. i. p. 36, 37. 5 and Orat. ii. p. 59, 60. Zona- 
•fas, tom. ii. 1 . xiii. p. 17. Zofimus, 1 . ii. p. 130— 133. The 
laft of thefe celebrates the dexterity of the archer Menelaus, who 
could difeharge three arrows at the fame time j an advantage which, 
according to his apprehenfion of military affairs, materially con- 
tributed to the viftory of Conftantius. - 

* 6 According to Zonaras, Conftantius, out of 80,000 men, loft 
30,000 ; and Magnentius loft 24,000 out of 36,000. The other 
articles of this account feem probable and authentic 3 but the num- 
bers of the tyrant’s army muft have been miftaken, either by the 
author or his tranferibers. Magnentius had colle&ed the whole 
fSfrce of the Weft, Romans and Barbarians, into one formidable 
body, which cannot fairly be eftimated at lefs than 100,000 inen. 

Julian. Orat. i. p. 34, 35. 

*7 Ingentes R. I. vires eS dimicatione confumptx funt, ad qux. 
libet bella externa idonex, qux multum triumphorum pofTcnt fecuri- 
tatifque conferre. Eutropius, x. 13. The younger Viftor exprcfTes 
bimfelf to the fame effeft. * 

Vol. III. M and 
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Tt>a 

G Jcvm P an ^ throwin S awa y Imperial ornaments* e£ 
i. . caped with fome difficulty from the purfuit of the 
light horfe,. who incefiantly followed his rapid 
flight from the banks of the Drave to the foot of 
the Julian Alps 

ofitaty* The approach of winter fupplicd the indolence 
A.D. 35*. of Conftantius with fpecious reafons for deferring 
the profecution of the war till the enfuing fpring. 
Magnentius had fixed his refidence in the city of 
Aquileia, and ffiewed a feeming refolution to 
difpute the paflfage of the mountains and moralTes 
which fortified the confines of the Venetian pro- 
vince. The furprifal of a caftle in the Alps by 
the fecret march of the Imperialifts, could fcarcely 
have determined him to relinquiffi the pofleffion 
of Italy, if the inclinations of the people had fup- 
ported the caufe of their tyrant 89 . But the me- 
mory of the cruelties exercifed by his minifters, 
?fter the unfuccefsful revolt of Nepotian, had left 
a deep impreffion of horror and refentment on the 
minds of the Romans. That rafh youth, the fon 
of the princefs Eutropia, and the nephew of Con- 
ftantine, had feen with indignation the feeptre of 
the Weft ufurped by a perfidious barbarian. 

* 8 On this occafion, we muft prefer the unfufpefted teftimony of 
Zofirnus and Zonaras to the flattering affertions of Julian. Th* 
younger Vi£ior paints the character of Magnentius in a Angular 
light : “ Sermonis acer, animi tumidi, ct immodice timidus j 
artifex tamen ad occultandam audaciae fpecie formidinem.” Is'it- 
moft likely that in the battle of Murfa his behaviour was governed 
by nature or by art ? I fhould incline for the latter. 

. *9 Julian, Orat. i. p. 3?, 39. In that place, however, as well 
as in Oration ii. p. 97, he infinuates the general difpofition of the 
fcnate, the people, and the foldiers of Italy, towards die party of tb # 
•mperor. 

Arming 
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Arming a dcfperate troop of Haves and gladiators, c ^ v ^j P * 
he overpowered the feeble guard of the domeftic 
tranquillity of Romej received the homage of the 
fenate, and afluming the title of Auguftus, pre- 
carioufly reigned during a tumult of twenty-eight 
days. The march of fome regular forces put an 
end to his ambitious hopes : the rebellion was ex- 
tinguifhed in the blood of Nepotian, of his mo- 
ther Eutropia, and of his adherents j and the pro- 
feription was extended to all who had contracted 
a fatal alliance with the name and family of Con- 
ftantine 90 . But as foon as Conftantius, after the 
battle of Murfa, became mailer of the fea-coaft 
of Dalmatia, a band of noble, exiles, who had ven- 

. u 

tured to equip a fleet in fome harbour of the Ha- 

driatic, fought protection and revenge in his vie- 

* 

torious camp. By their fecret intelligence with 
their countrymen, Rome and the Italian cities 
were perfuaded to difplay the banners of Conftan- 
tius on their walls. The grateful veterans, en* 
riched by the liberality of the father, fignalized 
their gratitude and loyalty to the fon. The ca- 
valry, the legions, and the auxiliaries of Italy, 
renewed their oath of allegiance to Conftantius \ 
and the ufurper, alarmed by the general defec- 
tion, was compelled, with the retnains of his 
faithful troops, to retire beyond the Alps into the 

9 ° The elder Viftor deferibes in a pathetic manner the mlferable 
condition of Rome: “ Cujus ftolidum ingenium adeo P. R. patri*. 
bufque exitio fuit, uti paflirh domus, fora, viae, teinplaque, cruore, 
cadaveribufque opplerentur buftorum modo;’’ Athanafius (tom. i. 
p. 677.) deplores the fate of feveral illuftrious victims, and Julias 
(Orat. ii. p. 58.) execrates the cruelty of Marcellinus, the im- 
placable enemy of the houfe of Conftantine, 

M 2 province* 


Digitized by Google 



* 


i&4 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

C xvni P rov * nces Gaul. The detachments, however^ 
v, r — y — ii« which were ordered either to prefs or to intercept 
the Eight of Magnentius, condudbed iKemfelves 
with the ufual imprudence of fuccefs > and allow- 
ed him, in the plains. of Pavia, an opportunity of 
turning on his purfoers, and of gratifying his 
defpair by the carnage of a ufelefs viftory **. 

Laft defeat The pride of Magnentius was reduced, by re- 
of Mag- h peated misfortunes, to fue, and to fue in vain, for 
nemius, peace. He firft dif^atched a fenator, in whofe 
Aug i:ft io.’ abilities he confided, and afterwards feveral bi- 
Ihops, wjiofe holy chara&er might obtain a more 
, favourable audience, with the offer of refigning 
the purple* and the promife of devoting the re* 
rnainder of his life to the fervice of the emperor. 
But Conftantius, though he granted fair terms of 
pardon and reconciliation to all who abandoned 
the ftandard of rebellion **, avowed his inflexible 
refolution to inflitft ajuft punilhmenton the crimes 
of an affaffin, whom he prepared to overwhelm 
on every fide by the effort of his victorious 
arms. An Imperial fleet acquired the eafy pof- 
fefllon of Africa and Spain, confirmed the wavep- 
ing faith of the Moovifh nations, and landed a 
confiderable force, which paffed the Pyrenees, 
and advanced towards Lyons, the lad and fatal 
ftation of Magnentius M . The temper of the ty- 

9< Zofim. 1. ii- p. 133. Vittor in Epitome. The panegyrifti of 
Conftantius, with their ufual candour, forget to mention this acci- 
dental defeat. 

9* Zonaras, tom. ii. 1. xiii. p. xj. Jfulian, in feveral places of 
the two orations, expatiates on the clemency of Conftantius to the 
rebels. 

91 Zofiin. 1. ii. p. 133. Julian, Orat. i. p. 40. ii, p. 74. 

rant. 
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rant, which was never inclined £0 clemency, was chap. 
urged b,y diilrefs to exercife every aft of oppref- - t » 
fion which could extort an immediate fupply from 
the cities of Gaul 94 , Thfir patience was at 
length exhaufted ; and Treves, the feat of Prae- 
torian government, gave the (agnal of revolt, by 
Ihutting her gates againft Decentius, who had 
feeen raided by his brother to the rank either of 
C?efar or of Auguftus 9S . From Treves, Decent 
tins was obliged to retire to Sens, where he was 
foon furroundcd by an army of Germans, whom 
the pernicious arts of Conftantius had introduced 
into the civil diffenfions of Rome ® 6 . In the mean 
time, the Imperial troops- forced the paffages of 
the Cottian Alps, and in the bloody combat of 
Mount Seleucus irrevocably fixed the tide of Re- 
bels on the party of Magnentius 97 ., He was un- 


lr . ' 

9 + Ammian. xy. 6 . Zofmi. 1 . ii, p. 133. Julian, „who (Orat, i.* 
p. 40.) invtighs againft the cruel’efFefh of the tyrant’s defpair, 
mentions (Orat. i. p. 34.) the opprdlive edifks which were diilated 
by his neceftities, or by his avarice. His fubjeds were compelled to 
purchafe the Imperial demefnes ; a doubtful and dangerous fpecies 
of property, which, in cafe of a revolution, might be imputed to 
them as a treafcnable ufurpation, 

95 The medajs of Magnentius celebrate the victories of the two 
Augufti, and of the Ocfar. The Ctefar was another brother, 
named Defiderlus. See Tillemont, Hill, des 'Empereurs, tom. iv. 
P- 757 - 

9 * Julian, Orat. i. p. 40. ii, p. 74. with Spanheim, p. *63. His 
Commentary illuftrates the tranlattions of this civil war. Mens 
Seleuci was a finall place in the Cottian Alps, a few miles dillant 
pom Vapincum, or Gap, an epil'copal city of Dauphine. Seed’An- 
yille Notice de la Gaule, p. 464. ; and Lotiguerue Defcription dc la 
prance, p. 317. 

97 Zofimus, 1 . ii. p. 134. Liban. Orat. x. p. 16S, 269. The® 
Jatter raoft vehemently arraigns this cruel and felfilh policy of Con- 
ftantius. *■ 
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Chap, able to bring another army into the field; the 
u— fidelity of his guards was corrupted ; and when he 
appeared in public to animate them by his exhort- 
ations, he was faluted with an unanimous fhout 
of “ Long live the emperor Conftantius !” The 
tyrant, who perceived that they were preparing to 
deferve pardon and rewards by the facrifice of the 
moft obnoxious criminal, prevented their deftgn 
by falling on his fword 93 ; a death more eafy and 
• more honourable than he could hope to obtain 
from the hands of an enemy, whofe revenge would 
have been coloured with the fpecious pretence of 
juftice and fraternal piety. The example of fili- 
cide was imitated by Decentius, who ftrangled 
himfelf on the news of his brother’s death. The 
author of the confpiracy, Marcellin-us, had long 
fince difappeared in the battle of Murfa", and 
the public tranquillity was confirmed by the exe- 
cution of the furviving leaders of a guilty and un- 
fuccefsful faction. A fevere inquifition was ex- 
tended over all who, either from choice or from 
compulfion, had been involved in the caufe of 
rebellion. Paul, furnamed Catena, from hisfu-. 

9* Julian, Orat. i. p. 40. Zofimus, 1 . ii. p. 134, Socrates, 
1 . ii. c. 3Z. Sozomen, 1 . iv. c. 7. The younger Viftor defcribes 
his death. jy it h feme horrid circumftances : Transfoflo latere, u» 
orat vafti corporis, vulnere naribufque et ore cruorem effundens, ex- 
fpiravit. If we can give credit to Zonaras, the tyrant, before he 
expired, had the pleafure of murdering with his own hands his mo- 
ther and his brother Deliderius. 

99 Julian (Orat. i. p. 38, 59.) feems at a lofs to determine, 
whether he inflifled on himfelf the punifhment of his crimes, whether 
he was drowned in the Drave, Or whether he was carried by the 
avenging dtemons from the field of battle to his deftined place of 
eternal tortures, 
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periorflcill in the judicial exercife of tyranny, was C 3 ^ I ^ I P ' 
fent to explore thelatentremains of the confpiracy — > 

in the remote province of Britain. The honed: in- 
dignation exprefled by Martin, vice-praefe£t of the 
idand, was interpreted as an evidence of his own 
guilt j and the governor was urged to the necef- 
fity of turning againft his bread: the fword with 
which he had been provoked to wound the Im- 
perial minifter. The moft innocent fubjetfts of 
the Weft were expofed to exile and confifcation, 
to death and torture; and as the timid are always 
cruel, the mind ofConftantius was inacceffibleto 
jnercy ,#9 . 

*»° Amaiian, xiv. j. xxi. 16. 
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1 6 $ the decline and fall 

CHAP. XIX. 

Conjlantius foie Emperor. — Elevation,, and Death of 
G alius. — Danger and Elevation of Julian • — Sar~ 
mat tan and Perftan Wars. — Victories of Julian in 
Gaul. 

** 

chap. rpHE divided provinces of the empire were 
A again united by the vi&ory of Conftantiusj 
Power of b ut as t h at feeble prince was deftitute of perfonal 
nuchs. merit, either in peace or war; as he feared his 
generals, and diftrufted his minifters j the triumph 
of his arms ferved only to eftablifh the reign of 
the eunuchs over the Roman world* Thofe un- 

*» • * . s ■»’ 

happy beings, the ancient production of Oriental 
jealoufy and defpotifm *, were introduced into 
Greece and Rome by the contagion of Afiatic 
luxury \ Their progrefs was rapid j and the eu- 
nuchs, who, in the time of Auguftus, had been 
abhorred, as the monftrous retinue of an^Egyp- 
tian queen 3 , were gradually admitted into the fa- 
milies 

1 Ammianus ( 1 . xiv. c. 6.) imputes the fir ft prafliceof caftration * 
totlie cruel ingenuity of Semiramis, who is fuppofed to have reigned 
above nineteen hundred years before Chrift. The ufe of eunuchs is 
of high antiquity, both in Afia and Egypt. They are mentioned in 
the law of Mofes, Deuteron. xxiii. i. See Goguet, Origines des 
Loix, Sic. Part i. 1 . i. c. 3. •. 

- Eunuchum dixti velte te j 

Quia folse utuntur his regime— 1 

Terent. Eunuch, aft i. fcene2. 

This play is tranflated from Menander, and the original muflhavt 
appeared foon after the eaftern conquefts of Alexander. 
i Miles . . lpadonibus 

Servirc rugofis poteft. * 

Horat. Carm. v. 9. and Dacicr ad loc. 
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miiies of matrons, of fenatars. and of the em- C^ap. 

-3 , . * . . w , 1 ... XIX. 

perors themfelves 4 . Reftrained by the fevere ■ ' ‘ _ r 

edidls of Domitian and Nerva s , cherifbed by the 
pride of Diocletian, reduced to an humble Ration 
by*the prudence of Conftantine ®, they multiplied 
in the palaces of his degenerate Tons, and in- 
fenlibly acquired the knowledge, and at length 
jhe direction, of the fccret councils of Conftan- 
tius. The averfion and contempt which man- 
kind has fo uniformly entertained for that im- 
perfecl fpecies, appears to have degraded their 
character, and to have rendered them almoR as 
incapable as they were fuppofed to be, of con- 
ceiving any generous fentiment, or of perform- 
ing any worthy action 7 . Rut the eunuchs were 

Hulled 


By the word fpado, the Romans very Forcibly exprelfed their ab- 
horrence of this mutilated condition. The Greek appellation of 
eunuchs, which infenlibly prevailed, had a milder found, and a more 
ambiguous fenfe. 

4 We need only mention Pofides, a freedfaan and eunuch of 
Claudius, in whole favour the emperor proftitpted fonje of die niolf 
hpl) our able rewards of military valour. See Sueton. in Claudio, 
C. 28. Pofides employed a great part of his wealth in building,. 

Ut Spado vincebat Capitolia noftra 
Pofidps. 

Juvenal. Sat. xiv. 

5 Caftrari mates vetuit. Sueton. in Domitian. c. 7. See Dion. 

Calhus, 1, lxyii. p. 1107, 1, l\yi)i. p. 1,11,9. 4 

6 There is a paffage in the A,uguitan huppry> P: 1 37* > n which 
• l,ampridius, whilll he praifes AJex^ftflcr Sprerus anti Qonftantinp 

for retraining the tyranny of the eunuchs, deplores the mifchief* 
which they occafioned in other reigns. Kuc accedit qpod qunuchos 


nec in conliliis nec in minifteiais hapuit ; qui foli principes perdunt, 
dura eos more gentium aut regum Pcrfarum vplunt vivere ; qui apo- 
pulo etiam amiciflimum femovent j qui intprnuntii hint, aliud quant 
refpondetur referentes ; claudentes pi;incipem fuuip, et agentes auto 
©innia ne quid feiat. 

7 Xenophon (Cytppcedia, 1. viii. p. 54.0. ). has Hated the fpeciou# 
r (signs which engaged Cyrus to entruft his perfon to the guard of 

eunuch*. 
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chap, flailed in the arts of flattery and intrigue ; and 

i — r - they alternately governed the mind of Conftan- 

tius by his fears, his indolence, and his vanity *. 
Whilft he viewed in a deceitful mirror the fair 
appearance of public profperity, he fupinely per- 
mitted them to intercept the complaints of the 
injured provinces,^ to accumulate immenfe trea- 
fures by the fale of juftice and of honours j t<* 
difgrace the moil important dignities, by the pro- 
motion of thofe who had purchafed at their hands 
the powers of oppreflion 9 , and to gratify their re- 
ientment againft the few independent fpirits, who 
arrogantly refufed to folicit the protection of Haves. 
Of thefe Haves the molt diftinguiflied was the 
chamberlain Eufebius, who ruled the monarch 
and the palace with fuch abfolute fway, that Con- 
ftantius, according to the farcafm of an impartial 
hiftorian, pofifeflfed fome credit with this haughty 


eunuchs. He had ohferved in animals, that although the practice of 
caftration might tame their ungovernable fiercenefs, it did not di- 
minilh their ftrength or fpirit; and he perfuaded himfelf, that thofe 
who were feparated from the reft of human kind, would be more 
firmly attached to the perfon of their benefattor. But a long experi- 
ence has contradifted the judgment of Cyrus. Some particular in- 
. fiances may occur of eunuchs diftinguifhed by their fidelity, their 
valour, and their abilities ; but if we examine the general hiftory of 
Perfia, India, and China, we ftiall find that the power of the eunuchs 
has uniformly marked the decline and fall of every dynafty. 

* See Ammianus Marcellinus, 1. xxi. c. 16 . 1. xxii. c. 4 . The 
whole tenor of his impartial hiftory ferves to juftify the mveflives of ' 
Mamertinus, of Libanius, and of Julian himfelf, who have infulted 
the vices of the court of Conftantius. 

9 Aurelius Vi£lor cenfures the negligence of his fovereign in 
ehufing the governors of the provinces, and the generals of the army, 
and concludes his hiftory with a very bold obfervation, as it is much 
more dangerous under a feeble reign to attack the minifters than the 
mailer himfelf. “ Uti verum abfolvam brevi, ut Imperatore ipfa 
** clarius ita apparitorum plerifijue magis atrox nihil.” 

- J favourite* 
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favourite ,0 . By his artful fuggeftions, the em- chap. 
peror was perfuaded to fubfcribe the condemna- y. - t -' j 
tion of the unfortunate Gallus, and to add a new 
crime to the long lift of unnatural murders which 
pollute the honour of the houfe of Conftan- 
tine. 

When the two nephews of Conftantine, Gallus Education 
and Julian, were faved from the fury of the fol- andjuiiau. 
diers, the former was about twelve, and the latter 
about fix, years of age ; and, as the eldeft was 
thought to be of a fickly conftitution, they ob- 
tained with the lefs difficulty a precarious and de- 
pendent life, from the affected pity of Conftan- 
tius, who was fenfible that the execution of thefe 
helplefs orphans would have been efteemed, by 
all mankind, an a6t of the mod deliberate 
cruelty". Different cities of Ionia and Bithynia 
were affigned for the places of their exile and 
education j but, as foon as their growing years 
excited the jealoufy of the emperor, he judged ic 
more prudent to fecure thole unhappy youths in 
the ftrong caftle of Macellum, near Csfarea. 

The treatment which they experienced during a 
fix years confinement, was partly fuch as they 
could hope from a careful guardian, and partly 
fuch as they might dread from a fufpicious ty- 

10 Apud quem (fi vere dici debeat) multum Conftantius potuit. 

Ammian. 1 . xviii. c. 4. 

11 Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. iii. p. 90.) reproaches the apoftato 
with his ingratitude towards Mark, bifliop of Arethufa, who had 
contributed to fave his life ; and we learn, though from a lefs re- 
fpeflable authority (Tillemont, Hift, des Empereurs, tom. iv. 

P . 516.), that Juliap was concealed in the fan&uary of a church. 

t rant. 
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C xix P * r ^ nt ^eir was an ancient palace, tha 
y — ' , i refidencco/ the kings of Cappadocia* the fitua« 
tion was pleafanr, the buildings (lately, the in cl a-, 
fure fpacious. They purfued their ftudies, and 
pra&ifed their exercifes, under the tuition of th,e 
tnoft fkilful mailers ; and the numerous houfe-. 
hold appointed to attend, or rather to guard, the 
the nephews of Conftantine, r was not unworthy 
of the dignity of their birth. But they could not 
difguife to themfelves that they were deprived of 
fortune* of freedom, and of fafety * fecluded 
from the fociety of all whom they could truft o* 
efteem, and condemned to pafs their melancholy 
hours in the company of Oaves, devoted to the 
OQpntpai>,<Js Q,f a tyrant, who had already injured 
them beyond the hope of reconciliation. At 
length, however, the emergencies of the date 
compelled the emperor, or rather his eufiuchs, to 
invert Gallus, in the twenty-fifth year of his age* 
Gallos de- with the title of Crefar, and to cement this poli- 
£S. tical connexion by his marriage with the princely 
a.d. 35J, Conftantina. After a formal interview, in which 

March 5. r 1 , , ' t . , 

the two ponces mutually engaged their faatfy 
never to undertake any thing to the prejudice of 
each ^ther, they repaired without delay tq their 
refpeftive ftations, Conftantius continued hi$ 
march towards the Weft, and Gallus fixed his r£- 


The ni oft authentic account of the education and adventures of 
Julian, is contained, in the epiftle or manifefto which he.himfelf ad- 
drejTed to the fenate and people of Athens. Libanius (Oral. Paitn- 
talis), on tlig fuje of the Pagans, and Socrates (1, iii. c. i.), 
on that of the Chriftians, have preferred fevcral intcrefting circum- 
ftances. 

fidence 
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fidence at Antioch, from whence, with a d'elegat- c ^A P. 
ed authority, he adminiftered the five great dio- tr'--.- "if 
cefes of the eaftern prsefefture ,J . In this fortu- 
nate change, the new Cfefar was not unmindful 
of his brother Julian, who Obtained the honours 
of his rank, the appearances of liberty, and the 
reftitution of an ample patrimony 

The writers the moil indulgent to the memory Cruelty , 
of Gallus, and even Julian himfelf, though he dence of 

Wifhed to cafl: a veil over the frailties of his bro- Gallus * 

« 

ther, are obliged to confefs that the Csefar was in- 
capable of reigning. Tranfporfed from a prifon 
to a throne, he poffefled neither genius nor appli- 
cation, nor docility to compenfate for the want of 
knowledge and experience. A temper naturally 
morofe and violent, inftead of being corre&ed, 
was foured by folitude and advetfity j the remem- 
brance of what he had endured, difpofed hint to 
retaliation rather than to fympathy ; and the un- 
governed fallies of his rage were often fatal to 
thofe who approached his perfon, or were fub- 
je<5t to his power “. Conftantina, his wife, is 

defcribed. 


*J For the promotion of Gallos, fee Idatius, Zofimus, and the 
two Victors. According to Philoftorgius ( 1 . iv. c. r.), Theophi- 
lus, an Arian bifhop, was the witncfs, and, as it were, the gua- 
rantee, of this folemu engagement. He ftipporred that charaftcr with 
generous firmnefs ; but M. de Tillemont (Hid. des Empercurs, 
tom. iv. p. i no.) thinks it very improbable that an heretic thouid 
have poffefled inch virtue. 

*4 Julian was at firft permitted to purfue his fludies at Conftanti- 
nople, but the reputation which he acquired foon excited the jealoufy 
of Conftantius ; and the young prince was advifed to withdraw him- 
lelf to the lefs confpicttous l’ccnes of Bithynia and Ionia. 

*f See Julian ad S. P. Q^A. p. 271. Jcrom. in Cluon. Anrelius 
Vi£lor, Eutropius, x. 14. I (lull copy the words ot’ Entropies, who 

wrote 
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chap, defcribed, not as a woman, but as one of the in-* 

» y ‘ . fernal furies tormented with an infatiate thirft of 
human blood Inftead of employing her in- 
fluence to infinuate the mild counfels of prudence 
and humanity, (he exafperated the fierce paflions 
of her hufband j and as fhe retained the vanity, 
though flie had renounced the gentlenefs of her 
fex, a pearl necklace was efteemed an equivalent 
price for the murder of an innocent and virtuous 
nobleman ,r . The cruelty of Gallus was fome- 
times difplayed in the undiflembled violence of 
popular or military executions j and was fome- 
times difguifed by the abufe of law, and the forms 
of judicial proceedings. The private houfes of 
Antioch, and the places of public refort, were be- 
fieged by fpies and informers ; and the Ctefar 
himfelf, concealed in a plebeian habit, very fre- 
quently condefcended tc aflume that odious cha- 
racter. Every apartment of the palace was adorn- 
ed with the inftruments of death and torture, and 
a general confternation was diffufed through the 
capital of Syria. The Prince of the Eaft, as if he 


wrote his abridgment about fifteen years after the death of Gallus, 
when there was no longer any motive either to flatter or to depreciate 
his charafler. “ Multis incivilibus geftis Gallus Csefar . . . vir 
“ natura terox et ad tyrannidem pronior, li fuo jure imperare * 
“ licuiflet.” 

,6 Megaera quidem mortalis, inflammatrix fsvientis aflidua, hu- 
mani cruoris avida, &c. Ammian. Marcellin. I. xiv. c. i, Thefin- 
cerity of Ainmianus would Hot fuffer him to mifreprefent faffs or 
charafters,but his love of tmlitious ornaments frequently betrayed him 
into an unnatural vehemence of expreflion. 

'7 His name was Clematius of Alexandria, and his only crime 
was a refufal to gratify the defires of his mother-in-law ; who folicit- 
ed his death, becaufe Ihe had been difappointed of his love. Am- 
mian. 1. xiv. c. i. 

had 


ed by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 17* 

had been confcious how much he had to fear, chap. 

XIX. 

and how little hedeferved to reign, fele&ed for the . , - w -- 

objects of his refentment, the provincials accufed 
of fome imaginary treafon, and his own courtiers, 
whom with more reafon he fufpedted of incenfing, 
by their fecret correfpondence, the timid and fuf- 
picious mind of Conftantius. But he forgot that 
he was depriving himfelf of his only fupport, the 
affe&ion of the people ; .whilft he furniftied the 
malice of his enemies with the arms of truth, and 
afforded the emperor the faireft pretence of ex- 
afting the forfeit of his purple, and of his life 1S . 

As long as the civil war fufpended the fate of Maflkrc 
the Roman world, Conftantius diflembled his pe i-iai mi- 
knowledge of the weak and cruel adminiftration 
to which his choice had fubjefled the Eaft; and 
the difcovery of fome afiaffins, fecretly difpatched 
to Antioch by the tyrant of Gaul, was employed 
to convince the public, that the emperor and 
Ciefarwere united by the fame intereft, and pur- 
fued by the fame enemies But when the vic- 
tory was decided in favour of Conftantius, his de- 
pendent colleague became lefs ufeful and lefs for- 
midable. Every circumftance of his condutft was 
feverely and fufpicioufly examined, and it was pri- 
vately refolved, either to deprive Galius of the 

** See in Amraianus ( 1 . xiv. c. i. 7.) a very ample detail of tlie 
•ruelties of Galius. His brother Julian (p. 271.) infinuates, that 
si fecret confpiracy had been formed againft him ; and Zofimus 
names (1. ii. p. 135.) the perfons engaged in it ; a miriifter of con- 
siderable rank, and two obfcure agents, who were refolved to make 
their fortune. 

*9 Zonaras, 1 . xiii. tom. ii. p. 17, 18. The afllfflns had feduced 
a great number of legionaries ; but their defigns were difeovered and 
revealed by an old woman in whofe cottage they lodged. 

purple. 
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chap, purple, dr at leaft to remove him from the irido- 

U X1X ‘ . lent luxury of Afia to the hardlhips and dangers 
of a German war. The death of Theophilus, 
confular of the province of Syria, who in a time 
of fcarcity had been mafiacred by the people of 
Antioch, with the connivance, and almoft at the 
inftigation, of Gallus, was juftly refented, not 
only as an aft of wanton cruelty, bdt as a dan- 
gerous infult on the fupreme majefty of Conftan- 
tius. Two minifters of illuflrious rank, Domi- 
tian, the Oriental praefeft, and Montius, qUasftor 
of the palace, were empowered by a fpecial com- 
miffion to vifit and reform the ftate of the Eaft. 
They were inftrufted to behave towards Gallus 
with moderation and refpeft, and, by the gentleft 
arts of perfuafion, to engage him to comply with 
the invitation of his brother and colleague. The 
rafhnefs of the praefeft difappointed thefc prudent 
meafures, and haftened his own ruin, as well as 
that of his enemy. On his arrival at Antioch, 
Domitian pafled difdainfully before the gates of 
the palace, and alleging a flight pretence of in- 
difpofition, continued feveral days in fullen re- 
tirement, to prepare an inflammatory memorial, 
which he tranfmitted to the Imperial court. 
Yielding at length to the preffing felicitations of 
Gallus, the prsefeft condefcended to take his feat 
in council ; but his firft ftep was to fignify a con- 
cife and haughty mandate, importing that the 
Ctefar fliould immediately repair to Italy, and 
threatening that he himfelf would punilh his de- 
lay or hefltation, by fufpending the ufual allow- 
ance of his houfehold. The nephew and daughter 
S of 
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of Conftantine, who could ill brook the infolence chap. 
of a fubjedt, exprefled their refentment by in- 
flantly delivering Domitian to the cuftody of a 
guard. The quarrel ftill admitted of fome terms 
of accommodation. They were rendered im- 
practicable by the imprudent behaviour of Mon- 
tius, a ftatefman, whofe art and experience were 
frequently betrayed by the levity of his difpofi- 
tion ia . The qusettor reproached Gal lus in haughty 
language, that a prince, who was fcarcely au- 
thorifed to remove a municipal magiftrare, fhould 
prefume to imprifon a Prsetorian prtefeft; con- 
voked a meeting of the civil and military officers ; 
and required them, in the name of their fove- 
reign, to defend the perfon and dignity of his re- 
prefentatives. By this rafh declaration of war, 
the impatient temper of Gallus was provoked to 
embrace the mod defperate counfels. He order- 
ed his guards to ftand to their arms, affembled the 
populace of Antioch, and recommended to their 
zeal the care of his fafety and revenge. His com- 
. mands were too fatally obeyed. They rudely 
feized the praefect and the quasftor, and tying 
their legs together with ropes, they dragged 
them through the ftreets of the city, inflifted 
a thoufand infults and a thoufand wounds on thefe 
unhappy vi&ims, and at laft precipitated their 

*° In the prefent text of Ammianus, we read, Afper, quidem, fed 
ad lenitattm propenfior ; which forms afentence of contradiftory non- 
fenfe. With the aid of an old manufeript, Valefiu3 has rectified the 
firft of thefe corruptions, and we perceive a ray of light in the fubfti- 
tution of the word vaftr. If we venture to change lenitatim into /fw* 
tattm, this alteration of a fmgle letter will render the whole paffag* 
clear and confident. 

Vojl. III. N - mangled 
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c ” A.P. man gled and lifelefs bodies into the ftream of the 
t v - Orontes 

fitua^oiiof After fuch a deed, whatever might have been 
Gailus. the defigns of Gallus, it was only in a field of 
battle that he could aflert his innocence with any 
hope of fuccefs. But the mind of that prince was 
formed of an equal mixture of violence and weak- 
nefs. Inftead of afluming the title of Auguftus, 
inftead of employing in his defence the troops 
and treafures of the Eaft, he (offered himfelf to 
be deceived by the affefted tranquillity of Con- 
ftantius, who, leaving him the vain pageantry of 
a court, imperceptibly recalled the veteran le- 
gions from the provinces of Afia. But as it ftill 
appeared dangerous to arreft Gallus in his capital, 
the flow and fafer arts of difiimulation were prac- 
tifed with fuccefs. The frequent and preffing 
epiftles of Conftantius were filled with profefilons 
©f confidence and friendfhip j exhorting the Caefar 
to difcharge the duties of his high ftation, to re- 
lieve his colleague from a part of the public cares, 
and to affift the Weft by his prefence, his coun* 
fels, and his arms. After fo many reciprocal in- 
juries, Gallus had reafon to fear and to diftruftv 
But he had neglefted the opportunities of flight 
and of refiftance j he was feduced by the flatter- 
ing affurances of the tribune Scudilo, who, under 
the femblance of a rough foldier, difguifed the 

Inftead of being obliged to colleft fcattered and imperfeft hints 
from various iourccs, we now enter into die full ftream of the hiftory 
of Ammianus, and need only refer to the feventh and ninth chapters 
of his fourteenth book, Pliiloftorgius, however (1. iii. c. iS.), 
though partial to Gallus, Should not be entirely overlooked. 

moft 
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molt artful infinuation ; and he depended on the c ^^ p ‘ 
credit of his wife Conftantina, till the unfeafonable t— y — j 
death of that princefs completed the ruin in which 
he had been involved by her impetuous paf- 
fions a \ 

After a long delay, the relu&ant Ctefarfet for- nisdif-^ 
wards on his journey to the Imperial court. From d'-ath, 3 " 
Antioch to Hadrianople, he traverfed the wide p^mb^ 
extent of his dominions with a numerous and 
ftafely train ; and as he laboured to conceal his 
apprehenfions from the world, and perhaps from 
himfelf, he entertained the people of Conftan- 
tinople with an exhibition of the games of the 
circus. The progrefs of the journey might, how- 
ever, have warned him of the impending danger. 

•In all the principal cities he was met by minifters 
of confidence, commiffioned to feize the offices of 
government, to obferve his motions, and to pre- 
vent the hafty {allies of his defpair. Theperfons 
dilpatched to fecure the provinces which he left 
behind, paffed him with cold falutations, or af- 
fected difdain ; and the troops, whofc Ration lay 
along the public road, were ftudioufiy removed 
on his approach, left they might be tempted to 
offer their iwords for the fervice of a civil war 

11 She had preceded her hufbnnd ; but died of a fever on the road, 
at a little place in Bithynia, called Coenum Gallicr.nuip; 

The Thebxan legions, which were then quartered at Hadiia- 
nople, fent a. deputation to Gallus, with a tender of their fervices. 

Aramian. 1 . xiv. c. u. The Notitia (f. 6. zo. 38. edit. Labb.) 
mentions three fevcral legions which bore the name of Thebaean. 

The zeal of M. de Voltaire, todeftroy a defpicable though celebrated 
legend, has tempted him on the flighted grounds to deny the exift- 
ence of a Thebxan legion in the Roman armies. See Oeuvre^ de 
Voltaire, tom. xv. p. 414. quarto edition, 

N 2 After 
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chap. After Gallus had been permitted to repofe him- 
v — _ , j felf a few days at Hadrianople, he received a 
mandate, exprefied in the molt haughty and ab- 
folute ftyle, that his fplendid retinue lhould halt 
in that city, while the Casfar himfelf, with only 
ten poll- carriages, (hould haften to the Imperial 
refidence at Milan. In this rapid journey, the 
profound refpedt which was due to the brother 
and colleague of ' Conftantius, was infenfibly 
changed into rude familiarity ; and Gallus, who 
difcovered in the countenances of the attendants 
that they already confidered themfelves as his 
guards, and might foon be employed as his exe- 
cutioners, began to accufe his fatal ralhnefs, and 
to recoiled! with terror and remorfe the condud! 
by which he had provoked his fate. The diffi- 
mulation which had hitherto been preferved, was 
laid afide at Petovio in Pannonia. He was con- 
duced to a palace in the fuburbs, where the ge- 
neral Barbatio, with a feledt band of foldiers, who 
could neither be moved by pity, nor corrupted by 
rewards, expeCed the arrival of his illuftrious 
. vidtim. In the clofe of the evening he was ar- 
< refted, ignominioufly dripped of the enfigns of 
Casfar, and hurried away to Pola in Idria, a fe- 
queftered prifon, which had been fo recently pol- 
luted with royal blood. The horror which he felt, 
was foon increafed by the appearance of his im- 
placable enemy the eunuch Eufebius, who, with 
the afiiftance of a notary and a tribune, proceeded 
to interrogate him concerning the adminiltration 
of the Halt. The Caefar funk under the weight 
of lhame and guilt, confefled all the criminal 
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a£bionSj and all the treafonable defigns with which c £ p - 
he was charged ; and by imputing them to the ■_ - t — j 
advice of his wife, exafperated the indignation of 
Conftantius, who reviewed with partial prejudice 
the minutes of the examination. The emperor was 
eafily convinced, that his own fafety was incom- 
patible with the life of his coufin : the fentence of 
death was figned, difpatched, and executed ; and 
the nephew of Conftantine, with his hands tied 
behind his back, was beheaded in prifon like the 
vileft malefa&or *♦. Thofe who are inclined to 
palliate the cruelties of Conftantius, affert that he 
foon relented, and endeavoured to recal the 
bloody mandate ; but that the fecond mefienger 
entrufted with the reprieve, was detained by the 
eunuchs, who dreaded the unforgiving temper of 
Gallus, and were defirous of re-uniting to their 
empire the wealthy provinces of the Eaft * 5 . 

Befides the reigning emperor, Julian alone Thedan- 
furvived, of all the numerous pofterity of Con- f^ape of 
ftantius Chlorus. The misfortune of his royal Julian, 
birth involved him ' in the difgrace of Gallus. 

From his retirement in the happy country of 
Ionia, he was conveyed under a ftrong guard to 


*+ See the complete narrative of the journey and death of Gallu* 
in Ammianus, 1. xiv. c. 1 1 . Julian complains that his brother was 
put to death without a trial ; attempts to juftify, or at lead to ex- 
cufe, the cruel revenge which he had inflifted on his enemies; but- 
feems at lali to acknowledge that he might juftly have been deprived 
of the purple. 

*5 Philoftorgius, 1. iv. c. s. Zonaras, 1. xiii. tom. ii. p. 19 . 
But the former was partial towards an Arian monarch, and the latter 
tranferibed, without choice or criticifm, whatever he found in the 
writings of the ancients. 

N j the 


Digitized by Google 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


r8 z 

c P. the court of Milan j where he languilhed above 

v. feven months, in the continual apprehenfion of 

fuffering the fame ignominious death, which was 
daily infliCted, almoft before his eyes, on the 
friends and adherents of his perfecuted family.' 
His looks, his geftures, his filence, were fcru- 
tinized with malignant curiofity, and he was 
perpetually afiaulted by enemies, whom he had 
never offended, and by arts to which he was a 
ftranger 16 . But in the fchool of adverfity, Julian 
infenfibly acquired the virtues of firmnefs and 
difcretion. He defended his honour, as well as 
his life, againft the enfnaring fubtleties of the 
eunuchs, who endeavoured to extort fome de- 
claration of his fentiments : and whilft he cau- 
tioufly fuppreffed his grief and refentment, he 
nobly difdained to flatter the tyrant, by any. 
ieeming approbation of his brother’s murder. 
Julian moll devoutly afcribes his miraculous de- 
liverance to the protection of the Gods, who had 
exempted his innocence from the fcntcnce of de- 
ftruCtion pronounced by their juftice againft the 
impious houfe of Conftantine 57 . As the moft ef- 
fectual inftrument of their providence, he grate- 

lfi See Ammianus Marcellin. 1 . xv. c. i. 3. 8. Julian himfelf, 
in Ills epiftle to the Athenians, draws a very lively and juft picture 
of his own danger, and of his fentiments. He ihews, however, a 
tendency to exaggerate his fufferings, by infinuating, though in ob- 
feure tenns, that they lafted above a year ; a period which cannot be 
reconciled with the truth of chronology. 

2 7 Julian has worked the crimes and misfortunes of the family of 
Conftantine into an allegorical fable, which is happily conceived and 
agreeably related.' It forms the conclufton of the feventh Oration, 
From whence it has been detached and tranflated by the Abbe de la 
Bleterie. Vie de Jovien, tom. ii. p. 383—408. 
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fully acknowledges the fteadv and generous friend- c ** a p. 
fhip of the emprefs Eufebia 1S , a woman of beauty > v f 
and merit, who, by the afcendant which fhe had 
gained over the mind of her hufband, counter- 
balanced, in fome meafure, the powerful con- 
fpiracy of the eunuchs. By the interceffion of his 
patronefs, Julian was admitted into the Imperial 
prefence : he pleaded his caufe with a decent 
freedom, he was heard with favour j and, not- 
* withftanding the efforts of his enemies, who urged 
the danger of fparing an avenger of the blood of 
Callus, the milder fentiment of Eufebia prevail- 
ed in the council. But the effe&s of a fecond in- 
terview were dreaded by the eunuchs j and Ju- 
lian was advifed to withdraw for a while into the 
neighbourhood of Milan, till the emperor thought He^fen* 
proper to afllgn the city of Athens for the place a.d. 35S 
of his honourable exile. As he had difeovered, May * 
from his earlieft youth, a propenfity, or rather 
paffion, for the language, the manners, the learn- 
ing, and the religion of the Greeks, he obeyed 
with pleafure an order fo agreeable to his wifhes. 

Far from the tumult of arms, and the treachery 
of courts, he fpent fix months amidft the groves 
of the academy, in a free intercourfe with the 
philofophers of the age, who ftudied to cultivate 
the genius, to encourage the vanity, and to in- 
flame the devotion of their royal pupil. Their- 


lS She was a native of Theflalonica in Macedonia, of a noble 
family, and the daughter as well as filter of confuls. Her marriage 
with the emperor may be placed in the year 352 . In a divided age, 
the hiftorians of all parties agree in her praifes. See their telti- 
tnonies collected by Tilleinont, Hid. des Empereurs, tom. iv. 


P- 75 °— 7S+- 
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chap, labours were not unfuccefsful j and Julian in- 

v — t - _■ violably preferved for Athens that tender regard, 
which feldom fails to arife in a liberal mind, from 
the recollection of the place where it hasdifeover- 
ed andexercifed its growing powers.. Thegentle- 
nefs and affability of manners, which his temper 
fuggelted and his fituation impofed, infenfibiy 
engaged the affeCtions of the Grangers, as well as 
citizens, with whom he converfed. Some of his 
fellow-ftudents might perhaps examine his beha- 
viour with an eye of prejudice and averfion j but 
Julian eftablifbed, in the fchoolsof Athens, a ge- 
neral prepofieffion in favour of his virtues and 
talents, which was foon diffufed over the Roman 
world * 9 . 

Recalled to Whilft his hours were paffed in ftudious retire- 
ment, the emprefs, refolute to atchieve the ge- 
nerous defign -which fhe had undertaken, was not 
unmindful of the care of his fortune. The death 
of the late Caefar had left Conftantius inverted 
with the lole command, and opprelfed by the ac- 
cumulated weight of a mighty empire. Before 
the wounds of civil difeord could be healed, the 
provinces of Gaul were overwhelmed by a deluge 
of Barbarians. The Sarmatians no longer re- 


*9 Libanius and Gregory Nazianzen have exhaufted the arts as 
well as the powers of their eloquence, to reprefent Julian as the firft 
of heroes, or the worft of tyrants. Gregory was his fellow-ftudent 
at Athens ; and the fymptoms, which he fo tragically deferibes, of 
the future wickednefs of the apoftate, amount only to fome bodily im- 
perfections, and to fome peculiarities in his fpeech and manner. 
He protefts, however, that he tbtn forefaw and foretold the cala- 
mities of the church and ftate (Greg. Nazianzen, Orat. iv. p. isi, 
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fpe&ed the barrier of the Danube. The im- ch^ap. 
punity of rapine had increafed the boldnefs and 1 _'- > J f 
numbers of the wild Ifaurians: thofe robbers de- 
fended from their craggy mountains to ravage 
the adjacent country, and had even prefumed, 
though without fuccefs, to befiege the important 
city of Seleucia, which was defended by a garri- 
fon of three Roman legions. Above all, the Per- 
fian monarch, elated by victory, again threatened 
the peace of Afia, and the prefence of the em- 
peror was indifpenfably required, both in the 
Weft, and in the Eaft. For the firft time, Con- 
ftantius fincerely acknowledged, that his fingle 
ftrength was unequal to fuch an extent of care and 
of dominion 3 “. Infenfible to the voice of flattery, 
which allured him that his all-powerful virtue, 
and celeftial fortune, would ftill continue to 
triumph over every obftacle, he liftened with' 
complacency to the advice of Eufebia, which gra- 
tified his indolence, without offending his fufpi- 
cious pride. As lhe perceived that the remem- 
brance of Gallus dwelt on the emperor’s mind, 
lhe artfully turned his attention to the oppofite 
characters of the two brothers, which from their 
infancy had been compared to thofe of Domitian 
and of Titus 3 *. Sheaccuftomedherhulbandto con- 

* 3° Succumbere tot neceffitatibus tamque crebris unum fe quod 
nunquam feccrat aperte demonltrans. Amraian. 1. xv. c. 8. He 
then exprefles, in their own words, the flattering afiuranccs of the 
courtiers. 

3* Tantum atemperatis moribus Julian! differens fratris cuantum 
inter Vefpafiani filios fuit, Domitianutn etTitum. Ammian. 1. xiv. 

(. II. The circumftances and education of the two brothers were ia 
nearly the fame, as to afford a firong example of the innate difference 
of characters, 

fider 
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C H A P. fider Julian as a youth of a mild unambitious dif- 
v. pofition, whofe allegiance and gratitude might be 

fecured by the gift of the purple, and who was 
qualified to fill, with honour, a fubordinate fta- 
tion, without afpiring to difpute the commands, 
or to fhade the glories, of his fovereign and bene- 
factor. After an obftinate, though fecret ftruggle, 
the oppofition of the favourite eunuchs fubmitted 
to the afcendency of the emprefs ; and it was re- 
lolved that Julian, after celebrating his nuptials 
with Helena, filler of Conftantius, fhould be ap- 
pointed, with the title of Caefar, to reign over 
the countries beyond the Alps 3 \ 

Although the order which recalled him to court 
was probably accompanied by fome intimation of 
his approaching greatnefs, he appeals to the 
people of Athens to witnefshis tears of undifiem- 
bled forrow,. when he was reluctantly torn away 
from his beloved retirement 33 . He trembled for 
his life, for his fame, and even for his virtue ; and 
his foie confidence was derived from the perfua- 
fion, that Minerva infpired all his actions, and 
. that he was protected by an invifible guard of 
angels, whom for that purpofe fhe had borrowed 
from the Sun and Moon. He approached, with 
horror, the palace of Milan; nor could the in- 
genuous youth conceal his indignation, when he 
found himfelf accofted with falfe and fervile re- 
fpeCt by the afiaffins of his family. Eufebia, re-. 

3 1 Ammianns, 1. xv. c. 8. Zofimus, 1. iii. p. 137, 138. 

Julian, ad S. P. A. p. 275, 276. Libanius Orat. x. 
p. 268. Julian did not yield till the Gods had fignified their will by 
repeated vitlons and omens. His piety then forbade him to refift. 

joicing 
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joicing in the fuccefs of her benevolent fchemes, chap. 
embraced him with the tendern^fsof a fitter; and XIX * 
endeavoured, by the moll Toothing careftes, to 
difpel his terrors, and reconcile him to his for- 
tune. But the ceremony of Ihaving his beard, 
and his awkward demeanour, when he firft ex- 
changed the cloak of a Greek philofopher for the 
military habit of a Roman prince, amufed, during 
a few days, the levity of the Imperial court 3 \ 

The emperors of the age of Conftantine no 
longer deigned to confult with the fenate in the 
choice of a colleague ; but they were anxious that 
their nomination fhould be ratified by the con- 
fent of the army. On this folemn occafion, the 
guards, with the other troops whofe ftations were 
in the neighbourhood of Milan, appeared undd* 
arms; and Conftantius attended his lofty tri- 
bunal, holding by the hand his coufin Julian, 
who entered the fame day into the twenty-fifth 
year of his age ”. In a ftudied fpeech, conceived 
and delivered with dignity, the emperor repre- 
fented the various dangers which threatened the 
profperity of the republic, the necefiity of naming 
a Caefar for the adminiftration of the Weft, and 
his own intention, if it was agreeable to their 
wifties, of rewarding with the honours of the 
purple, the promifing virtues of the nephew of 
Conftantine. The approbation of the foldiers was 


34 Julian himfelf relates (p. 274.), with feme humour, tha cir- 
cumftanccs of his own metamorphofis, his downcaft looks, and his 
perplexity at being thus fuddenly transported into a new world, where 
every objefl appeared ftrange and hoftile. 

3 5 See Ammian. Marcellin. 1 . xv. c. 8. Zofimus, 1 . iii. p. 139. 
Aurelius Vi£lor. Viilor Junior in Epitom. Eutrop. x. 14. 
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CHAP, teftified by a refpe&ful murmur: they gazed on 
^ / . the manly countenance of Julian, and obferved 

with pleafure, that the fire which fparkled in his 
eyes was tempered by a modeft blufh, on being 
thus expofed, for the firft time, to the public 
view of mankind. As foon as the ceremony of 
his inveftiture had been performed, Conftantius 
addreffed him with the tone of authority, which 
his fuperior age and ftation permitted him to af- 
fume ; and exhorting the new Csefar to deferve, 
by heroic deeds, that facred and immortal name, 
the emperor gave his colleague the ftrongeft af- 
furances of a friendfhip which Ihould never be 
impaired by time, nor interrupted by their fepa- 
ration into the moft diftant climates. As foon as 
the fpeech was ended, the troops, as a token 
of applaufe, claftied their fhields agffinft their 
knees 36 ; while the officers who furrounded the 
tribunal exprefied, with decent referve, their fenfe 
of the merits of the reprefentative of Conftan- 
tius. 

<Je- The two princes returned to the palace in the 
c*far, fame chariot ; and during the flow proceffion, Ju- 
NovV 55 ’ ^‘ an repeated to himfelf a verfe of his favourite 
Homer, which he might equally apply to his for- 
tune and to his fears 37 . The four-and-twenty 

3® Militares omnes horrendo fragore fcuta genibus illidcntcs ; 
quod eft profperitatis indicium plenum ; nam contra cum haftis clypei 
feriuntur, irae documentum eft et doloris. . . . Ammianus adds, 
with a nice diftin&ion, Eumque ut potiori reverentia fervaretur, nec 
fupra modum laudabant nec infra quam decebat. 

37 EX>u.C« wo^u-l'C The word purpU, 

which Homer had ufed as a vague but common epithet for death, was 
applied by Julian to exprefs, veiy aptly, the nature and objeft of his 
own apprehensions. 
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days which the Casfar fpent at Milan after his in- C h^a p. 
veftiture, and the firft months of his Gallic reign, - ¥ - > 
were devoted to a fplendid, but fevere captivity; 
nor could the acquifition of honour compcnfate for 
the lofs of freedom 3 ‘. His fteps were watched, 
his correfpondence was intercepted ; and he was 
obliged, by prudence, to decline the vi fits of his 
moft intimate friends. Of his former domeftics, 
four only were permitted to attend him ; two 
pages, his phyfician, and his librarian ; the laft of 
whom was employed in the care of a valuable col- 
lection of books, the gift of the emprefs, who 
ftudied the inclinations as well as the intereft of 
her friend. In the room of thefe faithful fer- 
vants, an houfehold was formed, luch indeed as 
became the dignity of a Csfar: but it was filled 
with a crowd of flaves, deftitute, and perhaps in- 
capable of any attachment for their new matter, 
to whom, for the moft part, they were either un- 
known or fufpeCted. His want of experience 
might require the affiftance of a wife counfel ; but 
the minute inftructions which regulated the fer- 
vice of his table, and the diftribution of his hours, 
were adapted to a youth ftill under the difcipline 
of his preceptors, rather than to the lituation of 
a prince entrufted with the conduct of an im- 

J 8 He reprefcnts, in the moft pathetic terms (p. 177.)) the dif- 
trefs of his new fituation. The provifion for his table was however 
fo elegant and fumptuotts, that the young philofopher rejefled it with 
difdain, Quum lcgerct libellum aflidue, quern Conftantius ut pri- 
vignum ad ftudia mittens raanu fua confcripferat, pnelicenter dif- 
jaonens quid in convivio Caelaris impend! dtbcret, Phaiianum, et 
vulva tn et fumen exigi retuit et inferri. Ammian. Marcellin. 1 . xvi. 

6 . J. 
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chap, portant war. If he afpired to deferve the efteem 
¥ / of his fubjefts, he was checked by the fear of dif- 

pleafing his fovereign ; and even the fruits of his 
marriage-bed were blafted by the jealous artifices 
of Eufebia 39 herfelf, who, on this occafion alone, 
feems to have been unmindful of the tendernefs 
of her fex, and the generofity of her charafler. 
The memory of his father and of his brothers re- 
minded Julian of his own danger, and his appre- 
henfions were encreafed by the recent and un- 
Fatal end worthy fate of Sylvanus. In the fummer which 
nus Syl ' a " preceded his own elevation, that general had been 
A.d. 355, chofen to deliver Gaul from the tyranny of the 

September. . 

Barbarians j but Sylvanusfoon dilcovered that he 
had left his moft dangerous enemies in the Im- 
perial court. A dexterous informer, counte- 
nanced by feveral of the principal minifters, pro- 
cured from him fome recommendatory letters j 
and erazing the whole of the contents, except the 
fignature, filled up the vacant parchment with 
matters of high and treafonable import. By the 
induftry and courage of his friends, the fraud was 
however dete&ed, and in a great council of the 

39 If we recolleft that Conftantine, the father of Helena, died 
above eighteen years before in a mature old age, it will appear pro- 
bable, that the daughter, though a virgin, could not be very young 
at the time of her marriage. She was Icon afterwards delivered of 
a fon, who died immediately, quod obftetrix corrupta mercede, mox 
natum pnefefto plul'quam convenerat umbilico nccavit. She accom- 
panied the emperor and emprefs in their journey to Rome, and the 
latter, qusefitum venenum bibere per frr.udem ilk-xit, ut quotief- 
cunque conccpiflet, immaturum abjiceret pai turn. Ammiaiu 1. xvi. 
c. 10 . Our phylicians will determine whether there ex ids fuch a 
poilbn. For my own part, I am inclined to hope that the public 
malignity imputed the effefls of accident as die guilt of Eufebia, , 

civil 
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civil and military officers, held in the prefence of c p * 
the emperor himfelf, the innocence of Sylvanus l— - y— j 
was publicly acknowledged. But the difcovery 
came too late ; the report of the calumny, and the 
halty feizure of his eftate, had already provoked 
the indignant chief to the rebellion of which he 
was fo unjuftly accufed. He aifumed the purple 
at his head-quarters of Cologne, and his aCtive 
powers appealed to menace Italy with an invafion, 
and Milan with afiege. In this emergency, Ur- 
ficinus, a general of equal rank, regained, by an 
act of treachery, the favour which he had loft by 
his eminent fervices in the Eaft. Exafperated, as 
he might fpeciou fly allege, by injuries of a fimilar 
nature, he haftened with a few followers to join 
the ftandard, and to betray the confidence, of his 
too credulous friend. After a reign of only 
twenty-eight days, Sylvanus was alfaflinated : 
the foldiers who, without any criminal intention, 
had blindly followed the example of their leader, 
immediately returned to their allegiance ■, and 
the flatterers of Conftantius celebrated the wif- 
dom and felicity of the monarch who had ex- 
tinguilhed a civil war without the hazard of a 
battle 4 °. 

The protection of the Rhsetian frontier, and Conitan- 
the perfecution of the Catholic Church, detained R^nef U 
Conftantius in Italy above eighteen months after H 7 ’ 
the departure of Julian. Before the emperor re- 
turned into the Eaft, he indulged his pride and 


4° Ammianus (xv. j.) was perfefUy wclT informed of the condufl 
and fate of Sylvanus. He himfelf was one of the few followers who 
attended Urlicinus in his dangerous enterprile, 
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CHAP, curiofity in a vifit to the ancient capital 4 '. He 
v ; proceeded from Milan to Rome along the i£mi- 
lian and Flaminian ways j and as foon as he ap- 
proached within forty miles of the city, the march 
of a prince who had never vanquilhed a foreign 
enemy, aflumed the appearance of a triumphal 
proceffion. His fplendid train was compofed of 
all the minifters of luxury j but in a time of pro- 
found peace, he was encompafied by the glitter- 
ing arms of the numerous fquadronsof his guards 
and cuirafliers. Their ftreaming banners of filk, 
embofled with gold, and Ihaped in the form of 
dragons, waved round the perfon of the em- 
peror. Conftantius fat alone in a lofty car re- 
fplendent with gold and precious gems ; and, ex- 
cept when he bowed his head to pafs under the 
gates of the cities, he affefted a ftately demeanour 
of inflexible, and, as it might feem, of infenfible 
gravity. The fevere difeipline of the Perfian 
youth had been introduced by the eunuchs into 
the Imperial palace j and fuch were the habits of 
patience which they had inculcated, that, during 
a flow and fultry march, he was never feen to 
move his hand towards his face, or to turn his 
eyes either to the right or to the left. He was 
received by the magiftrates and fenate of Rome ; 
and the emperor furveyed, with attention, the civil 
honours of the republic, and the confular images 
of the noble families. The ftreets were lined 

4> For the particulars of the vifit of Conftantius to Rome, fee Am* 
Biianus, 1. xvi. c. 10 . We have only to add, that Themiftius was 
appointed deputy from Conftantinople, and that he compofed his 
fourth Oration for this ceremony. 
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•With an innumerable multitude. Their repeated c P. 
acclamations exprefled their joy at beholding* ■_ — ' , f 
alter an abfence of thirty- two years, the facred 
perfon of their fovereign ; and Conftantius him- 
felf exprefled, with fome pleafantry, his affe*5ted 
furprife that the human race fnould thus fuddenly 
be collefted on the fame fpot. The fon of Con- 
ftantine was lodged in the ancient palace of 
Auguftus : he preftded in the fenate, harangued 
♦ the people from the tribunal which Cicero had fo 
often afcended, afiifted with unufual courtefy at 
the games of the Circus, and accepted the crowns 
of gold, as well as the panegyrics which had been 
prepared for this ceremony by the deputies of the 
principal cities. His fhort vifit of thirty days 
wras employed in viewing the monuments of art 
and power* which were fcattered over the feven 
hills and the interjacent vallies. He admired the 
awful majefty of the eapitol* the vaft extent of 
the baths of Caracalla and Diocletian, the fevere 
fimplicity of the Pantheon, the maflfy greatnefs of 
the amphitheatre of Titus, the elegant archi- 
tecture of the theatre of Pompey and the Temple 
of Peace, and, above all, the ftately ftrufture of 
the Forum and column of Trajan ; acknowledg- 
ing, that the voice of fame, fo prone to invent 
and to magnify, had made an inadequate report 
of the metropolis of the world. The traveller, 
who has contemplated the ruins of ancient Rome, 
may conceive fome imperfetft idea of the fenti- 
ments which they mull have infpired when they 
reared their heads in the fplendour of unfullied. 
beauty. 

VoL. Ill, O The 
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chap. The fatisfadlion which Conftantius had received 
, ' , from this journey excited him to the generous 

A n;;w emulation of bellowing on the Romans fome me- 
morial of his own gratitude and munificence. 
His firft idea was to imitate the equeftrian and 
coloffal ftatue which he had feen in the Forum of 
Trajan ; but when he had maturely weighed the 
difficulties of the execution 4 % he chofe rather to 
embellilh the capital by the gift of an Egyptian 
obelilk. In a remote but polilhed age, which 
feems to have preceded the invention of alpha- 
betical writing, a great number of rhefe obelifks 
had been eredled, in the cities of Thebes and He- 
s liopolis, by the ancient fovereigns of Egypt^ 
in a juft confidence that the fimplicity of their 
form, and the hardnefs of their fubftance, would 
refill the injuries of time and violence**. Several 
of thefe extraordinary columns had been tranf- 
ported to Rome by Auguftus and his fucceffors, 
as the moll durable monuments of their power 
and victory 44 i but there remained one obelilk, 

4 * TIormifdas, a fugitive prince of Perils, obferved to the em- 
peror, that if he made fuch a horfe, he mull think of preparing a 
fimilar ftabie (the Forum of Trajan). Another faying of Hormif- 
das is recorded, “ that one tiling only had dfylcafed him, to find that 
« men died at Rome as well as elfewhere.” If we adopt this read- 
ing of the text of Ammianus ( difplkvijft inftcad of phcuijfe), we may 
confider it as a reproof of Roman vanity. The contrary fenfe would 
be that of a mifanthrope. 

4 » When Germanicus vifited the ancient monuments of Thebes, 
the eldeftof the priefts explained to him the meaning of thefe hiero- 
glyphics. Tacit. Annal. ii. c. 6o. But it feems probable, that 
before the ufeful invention of an alphabet, thefe natural or arbitrary 
figns were thecommon characters of the Egyptian nation. 'See War- 
burton’s Divine Legation of Mofes, vol. iii. p. 69—243. 

44 See Plin. Hiil. Natur. 1 . xxxvi. c. 14, 15. 

which. 
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which, from its fize or fantftity, efcaped for a long c H A.p. 
time the rapacious vanity of the conquerors. It v_L v _ - » 
was defigned by Conftantine to adorn his new 
city 45 j and, after being removed by his order 
from the pedeftal where it flood before the Temple 
of the Sun at Heliopolis, was floated down the 
Nile to Alexandria. The death of Conftantine 
fufpended the execution of his purpofe, and this 
obelifk was deftined by his fon to the ancient 
capital of the empire. A veflfel of uncommon 
ftrength and capacioufnefs was provided to con- 
vey this enormous weight of granite, at leaf! an 
hundred and fifteen feet in length, from the 
banks of the Nile to thofe of the Tyber. The 
'obelifk of Conftantius was landed about three 
miles from the city, and elevated, by the efforts 
of art and labour, in the great Circus of 
Rome * 8 . 

The departure of Conftantius from Rome was The Qna- 
haftened by the alarming intelligence of the s^matian 
diftrefs and danger of the Illyrian provinces. 

The diftraflions of civil war, and the irreparable 358, 359. 
lofs which the Roman legions had fuftained in 
the battle of Murfa, expofed thofe countries, 
almoft without defence, to the light cavalry of 

1 

45 Ammian. Marccllin. 1 . xvit. c. 4. He gives us a Greek in- 
terpretation of the hieroglyphics, and his commentator Lindenbro- 
gius adds a Latin infeription, which, in twenty verles of the age of 
Conftantius, contain a Ihort hiftory of the obelilk. 

45 See Donat. Roma Antiqua, I. iii. c. 14. h iv. c. 12. and the 
learned, though confufed, Diflertation of Bargseus on ObeliiTcs, in- 
ferted in the fourth volume of Grxvius’s Roman Antiquities, 
p. 1897 — 1936- This Diftertation is dedicated to pope Sixtus V. 
who erefled the obelilk of Conftantius in the fquare before the pa- ‘ 
triarchal church of St. John Lateran. 

O a the 
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CHAP, the Barbarians j and particularly to the inroads- 
<u _ ’ of the Quadi, a fierce and powerful nation, who 
feem to have exchanged the inftitutions of Ger- 
many for the arms and military arts of their Sar- 
matian allies 47 . The garrifons of the frontier 
were infufficient to check their progrefs > and the 
indolent monarch was at length compelled to 
alienable, from the extremities of his dominions, 
the flower of the Palatine troops, to take the 
field in perfon, and to employ a whole campaign, 
with the preceding autumn and the tnfuing, 
fpring, in the ferious profecution of the war. 
The emperor palled the Danube on a bridge of 
boats, cut in pieces all that encountered his 
inarch, penetrated into the heart of the country 
of the Quadi, and feverely retaliated the calami- 
ties which they had infli&ed on the Roman pro- 
vince. The difmayed Barbarians were foon re- 
duced to fue for peace: they offered the reftitution 
of his captive fubjebls, as an atonement for the 
pall, and the nobleft hoftages as a pledge of their 
future conduft. The generous courtefy which 
was fnewn to the firft among their chieftains who 
implored the clemency of Conftantius, encou- 
raged the more timid, or the more obftinate, to 
imitate their example j and the Imperial camp was 
crowded with the princes and ambaffadors of the 
moll diftant tribes, who occupied the plains of 
the Lefler Poland, and who might have deemed 
themfelves fecure behind the lofty ridge of the 
Carpathian mountains. While Conftantius gave 

+7 The events of tins Quadian and Sarmatian war are related by 
Ammianus, xvi. io. xvii. 12, 13. xix. 11* 

laws 
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laws to the Barbarians beyond the Danube, he c H A 
diflinguifhed widi fpecious companion the Sar- v— < 

matian exiles, who had been expelled from their 
native country by the rebellion of their Haves, 
and who formed a very confiderable acceffion to 
the power of the Quadi. The emperor, em- 
bracing a generous but artful fyflem of policy, 
releafed the Sarmatians from the bands of this 
"humiliating dependence, and relfored them, by 
a feparate treaty, to the dignity of a nation 
united under the government of a king, the friend 
and ally of the republic. He declared his rcfo- 
lution of afferting the juftice of their caufe, and 
of fecuring the peace of the provinces by the ex- 
tirpation, or at lead the banifhment, of the Li- 
migantes, whofe manners were Hill infe&ed with 
the vices of their fervile origin. The execution 
of this defign was attended with more difficulty 
than glory. The territory of the Limigantes was 
proteffed againft the Romans by the Danube, 
againfl: the hoHile Barbarians by the Teyfs. The 
marffiv lands which lay between thofe rivers, and 
were often covered by their inundations, formed 
an intricate wildernefs, pervious only to the inha- * 
bitants, who were acquainted with its fecret paths 
and inacceffible fortreires. On the approach of 
ConHantius, the Limigantes tried the efficacy of 
prayers, of fraud, and of arms ; but he fterniy 
rejected their Applications, defeated their rude 
itratagems, and repelled with (kill and firmnefs 
the efforts of their irregular valour. One of 
their tr.ofl: warlike tribes, eHablilhed in a fmal.1 
ifland towards the conflux of the Teyfs and the 

O 3 Danube, 
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C xix P ^ anu ^ e » conferred to pafs the river with the in* 
»- " v ' - tention of furprifing the emperor during the 
fecurity of an amicable conference. They foon 
became the victims of the perfidy which they 
meditated, Encompafied on every fide, tram- 
pled down by the cavalry, flaughtered by the 
fwords of the legions, they difdained to alk for 
mercy j and with an undaunted countenance ftill 
grafped their weapons in the agonies of death. 
After this vittory a confiderable body of Romans 
was landed on the oppofite banks of the Danube ; 
the Taifalte, a Gothic tribe engaged in the fervice 
of the empire, invaded the Limigantes on the 
fide of the Teyfs; and their former mailers, the 
free Sarmatians, animated by hope and revenge, 
penetrated through the hilly country into the heart 
of their ancient pofieffions. A general conflagration 
revealed the huts of the Barbarians, which were 
feated in the depth of the vvildcrnefs j and the 
_ foldier fought with confidence on marlhy ground, 
which it was dangerous for him to tread. In this 
exttemity the braveft of the Limigantes were re- 
folved to die in arms, rather than to yield : but 
the milder fentiment, enforced by the authority 
‘of their elders, at length prevailed ; and the 
fuppliant crowd, followed by their wives and 
children, repaired to the Imperial camp, to learn 
their fate from the mouth of the conqueror. 
After celebrating his own clemency, which was 
ftill inclined to pardon their repeated crimes, and 
to fpare the remnant of a guilty nation, Con- 
ftantius afligned for the place of their exile a re- 
mote country, where they might enjoy a fafe and 

honourable 
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honourable repofe. The Limigantes obeyed with c “ A P. 

•relu&ance j but before they coiild reach, at leail i v i 

before they could occupy, their deftined habita- 
tions, they returned to the banks of the Danube, 
exaggerating the hardlhips of their fituation, and 
requeuing, with fervent profeflions of fidelity } 
that the emperor would grant them an undifturb- 
ed fettlemenc within the limits of the Roman 
provinces. . Inftead of confulting his own ex- 
perience of their incurable perfidy, Conftantius 
liftened to his flatterers, who were ready to repre- 
fent the honour and advantage of accepting a 
colony of foldiers, at a time when it was much 
■eafier to obtain the pecuniary contributions, than 
the military lervice of the fubjedts of the empire. 

The Limigantes were permitted to pals the Da- 
nube ; and the emperor gave audience to the 
multitude in a large plain near the modern city of 
£uda. They furrounded the tribun d, and Teem- 
ed to hear with refpedt an oration full of mildnefs 
and dignity ; when one of the Barbarians, call- 
ing his fhoe into the air, exclaimed with a loud 
voice, Marha! Marha ! a word of defiance, which 
was received as the fignal of the tumult. They 
rulhed with fury to feize the perl'on of the em- 
peror his royal throne and golden couch were 
pillaged by thefe rude hands j but the faithful 
defence of his guards, who died at his feet, allow- 
ed him a moment to mount a fieet horfe, and to 
efcape from the confufion. The difgrace which 
had been incurred by a treacherous furprife was 
foon retrieved by the numbers and difcjpline of 
the Romans j and the combat was only terminated 
■ O 4 by 
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chap, by t he extindlipn of the name and nation of the 
■ - t Limigantes. The free Sarmatians were reinftated 
in the pofleflion of their ancient feats ; and al- 
though Conftantius diftrufted the levity of their 
• character, he entertained fome hopes that a fenfe 
of gratitude might influence their future conduft. 
He had remarked the lofty ftature and obfequious 
demeanour of Zizais, one of the nobleft of their 
chiefs. He conferred on him the title of King ; 
and Zizais proved that he was not unworthy to 
reign, by a fincere and lading attachment to the 
intereft of his benefador, who, after this fplendid 
fuccefs, received the name of Sarmaticus from the 
acclamations of his victorious army 4 *. 

The Per- While the Roman emperor and the Perfian 
c™,on°° monarch, at th,e diftan.ee of three thoufand miles, 
A.D. 358. defended their extreme limits againfl: the Bar-e 
barians of the Danube and of the Oxus, their 
intermediate frontier experienced the viciffltudes 
of a languid war, and a precarious truce. Two 
of the eaftern minifters of Conftantius, the Prae- 
torian praefect Mufopian, whofe abilities were 
difgraced by the want of truth and integrity, and 
Caflian duke of Mefopotamia, a hardy and vete-r 
ran l'oldicr, opened a fecret negociation with the 
Satrap Tamfapor 49 . Thefe overtures of peace, 
tranflated into the fervile and flattering language 
of Afia, were tranfmitted to the camp of the 
Great King j who refolved to fignify, by an am-r 

4 s Genti Sarmntarum magno decori confidens apud eos regem 
dedit. Aurelius Victor. In a pompous oration pronounced by 
Conftantius himfelf, he expatiates on bis own exploits with much 
vanity, and fome truth. 

49 Ammiaii. yvi. 9 . 

baflfador. 
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bartador, the terms which he was inclined to 
grant to the fuppliant Romans. Narfes, whom 
he invefted with that chara&er, was honourably 
received in his paffage through Antioch and Con- 
ftantinople : he reached Sirmium after a long jour- 
ney, and, at his firft audience, refpectfuliy un- 
folded the filken veil which covered the haughty 
epiftle of his fovereign. Sapor, King of Kings, 
and Brother of the Sun and Moon (fuch were 
the lofty titles affected by Oriental vanity), ex- 
preffed his fatisfa&ion that his brother, Conftan- 
tius Ca^far, had been taught wifdom by ad ver- 
ity. As the lawful fuccefior of Darius Hyftafpes, 
Sapor afierted, that the river Strymon in Mace- 
donia was the true and ancient boundary of his 
empire j declaring, however, that as an evidence 
of his moderation, he would content himfelf 
with the provinces of Armenia and Melbpotamia, 
which had been fraudulently extorted from his 
anceftors. He alleged, that, without the re- 
stitution of thefe difputed countries, it was im- 
poflible to eftablifh any treaty on a folid and per- 
manent bafis ; and he arrogantly threatened, that 
if his ambafiador returned in vain, he was pre- 
pared to take the field in the fpring, and to fup- 
port the juftice of his caufe by the ftrength of his 
invincible arms. Narfes, who was endowed with 
the mod polite and amiable manners, endeavour- 
ed, as far as was confident with his duty, tofoften 
the harlhnefs of the meffage 50 . Both the ftyle 

and 

5° Amnrnnns (xvii. 5.) tranferibes (be haughty letter. The- 
,jniftius (Orat. iv. p. 57, edit. Petav.) takes notice of the fiik cover- 
ing. 


CHAP. 

XIX. 
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C xtx P " anc ^ ^ U ^^ ance were maturely weighed in the Im- 
_ J i perial council, and he was difmifled with the 
following anfvver : “ Conftantius had a right to 
<c difclaim the officioufnefs of his minifters, who 
<f had ailed without any fpecific orders from the 
“ throne: he was not, however, averfe to an 
t( equal and honourable treaty ; but it was highly 
** indecent, as well as abfurd, to propofe to the 
“ foie and victorious emperor of the Roman 
“ world, the fame conditions of peace which be 
ct had indignantly rejeded at the time when his 
fC power was contracted within the narrow limits 
** of the Eaft : the chance of arms was uncertain ; 
<{ and Sapor (hould recollect, that if the Romans 
“ had fometimes been vanquifhed in battle, they 
“ had almoft always been fuccefsful in the event 
<f of the war.” A few days after the departure 
of Narfes, three ambafiadors were fent to the 
court of Sapor, who was already returned from 
the Scythian expedition to his ordinary refidence 
of Ctefiphon. A count, a notary, and a fophift, 
had been feleded for this important commiflion j 
and Conftantius, who was fecretlv anxious for the 
conclufion of the peace, entertained fome hopes 
that the dignity of the firft of thefe minifters, 
the dexterity of the fecond, and the rhetoric of 
the third would perfuade the Perfian monarch 

to 

ing. Idatius and Zonaras mention the journey of the ambaflador j 
and Peter the Patrician (in Excerpt. Legat. p. aS.) has informed us 
of his conciliating hehaviour. 

S' Ammianus, xvii. j. and Valefius ad loc. The fophift, or phif 
lofopher (in that age thefe words were almoft iynonymous), was 
F.uftathius the Cappadocian, the difciple of Jamblichus, and the 
friend of St. Bafil. Eunapius (in Vit, rEdefii, p* 44 — 47-) fondly 

attribute* 
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to abate of the rigour of his demands. But the c ]? r ^ p ' 
progrefsof their negotiation was oppofed and de- t — . 4 

feated by the hoftiie arts of Antoninus s % a Ro- 
man fubjedfc of Syria, who had fled from opprel- 
fion, and was admitted into the councils of Sapor, 
and even to the royal tabie, where, according to 
the cuftom of the Perfians, the moft important 
bufmefs was frequently difcuffed S1 . The dex- 
terous fugitive promoted his intcreft by the fame 
conduft which gratified his revenge. He incef- 
fantly urged the ambition of his new matter, to 
embrace the favourable opportunity when the 
braveft of the Palatine troops were employed with 
the emperor in a dittant war on the Danube. Pie 
prelled Sapor to invade the exhautted and defence- 
lefs provinces of the Eaft, with the numerous ar- 
mies of Perfia, now fortified by the alliance and 
acceflion of the fiercett Barbarians. The ambaf- 
fadors of Rome retired without fuccefs, and a 
fecond embafiy, of a ftill more honourable rank, 
was detained in ftridt confinement, and threatened 
either with death or exile. 

attributes to this phiiofophic ambaflador the glory of enchanting the 
Barbarian king by the perfuafive charms of reafan and elo- 
quence. See Tillemont, Hift. des Empercurs, tom. iv. p. 828, • 
tin. 

S* Ammian. xviii. 5, 6. 8. The decent and refpettful behaviour 
of Antoninus towards the Roman general fets him in a very intereft- 
ing light ; and Ammianus himfelf fpeaks of the traitor with feme 
companion and efteem. , 

51 This circuraftance, as it is noticed by Ammianus, ferves to 
juove the veracity of Herodotus ( 1 . i. c. 133-), and the permanency 
of the Perfian manners. In every age the Perfians have been adclift- 
ed to intemperance, and the wines of Shiraz have triumphed over the 
law of Mahomet. BritTcn de Regno Pcrf. 1 . ii. p. 4.62 — 472. and 
Chardin, Voyages en Perfe, tom. iii. p. go. 

The 
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CHAP. 

XIX. 

<— ■ — y — ■ H i. * 

IavaGon of 
Mei'opo- 
taiuia by 
Sapor* 
A.I>. 359. 


, THE DECLINE ANb FALL 

The military hiftorian who was himfelf dif- 
patched to obferve the army of the Perfians, as 
they were preparing to conftruct a bridge ofboats 
over the Tigris, beheld from an eminence the 
plain of Aflyria, as far as the edge of the horizon, 
covered with men, with horfes, and with arms. 
Sapor appeared in the front, confpicuotis by the 
fplendor of his purple. On his left hand, the 
place of honour among the Orientals, Grumbates, 
king of the Chionites, difplayed the ftern coun- 
tenance of an aged and renowned warrior. The 
monarch had referved a fimilar place on his right 
hand for the king of the Albanians, who led his 
independent tribes from the fhores of the Cafpian. 
The fatraps and generals were diftributed ac- 
cording to their fcveral ranks, and the whole 
army, befides the numerous train of Oriental 
luxury, confided of more than one hundred thou- 
fand effeiftive men, inured to fatigue, and felec- 
ted from the braved nations of Afia. The Ro- 
man deferter, who in fame meafure guided the 
councils of Sapor, had prudently advifed, that, 
inftead of wafting the fummer in tedious and dif- 
ficult fieges, he fhould march directly to the Eu- 
phrates, and prefs forwards without delay tofeizc 
the feeble and wealthy metropolis of Syria. But 
the Perfians were no fooner advanced into the 
plains of Mefopotomia, than they difcovered that 
every precaution had been ufed which could re- 
tard their pragrefs, or defeat their defign. The 
inhabitants, with their cattle, were fecured in 
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places of ftrength, the green forage through- c 
out the country was fet on fire, the fords of 
the river were fortified by lharp flakes ; mili- 
tary engines were planted on the oppofite banks, 
and a feafonable fwell of the waters of the Eu- 
phrates deterred the Barbarians from attempting 
the ordinary paffage of the bridge of Thapfacus. 
Their fkilful guide, changing his plan of opera- 
tions, then conduced the army by a longer cir- 
cuit, but through a fertile territory, towards the 
head of the Euphrates, where the infant river is 
reduced to a fhallovv and acceflible flream. Sapor 
overlooked, with prudent difdain, the flrength of 
Nifibis; but as he pafied under the walls of 
Amida, he refolved to try whether the majefty of 
his prefence would not awe the garrifon into im- 
mediate fubmifiion. The faerilegious infult of a 
random dart, which glanced againft the royal 
tiara, convinced him of his error ■, and the indig- 
nant monarch liftened with impatience to the 
advice of his minifters, who conjured him, not to 
facrifice the fuccefs of his ambition to the gratifi- 
cation of his refentment. The following day 
Grumbates advanced towards the gates with a fe- 
lefl body of troops, and required the inftant fur- 
. render of the city, as the only atonement which 
could be accepted for fuch an a£t of raflinefs and 
infolence. His propofals were anfwered by a ge- 
neral difeharge, and his only fon, a beautiful and 
valiant youth, was pierced through the heart by 
a javelin, fhot from one of the baliftre. The fu- 
neral of the prince of the Chionites was celebrated 
according to the rices of his country } and the 
$ grief 
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CHAP, grief of his aged father was alleviated by the fo- 
v .. ' . lemn promife of Sapor, that the guilty city of 

Amida fhould ferve as a funeral pile to expiate 
the death, and to perpetuate the memory, of his 
fon. 

Siege °f The an cient city of Amid or Amida ss , which 

Anuda. J 

fometimes afllimes the provincial appellation of 
Diarbekir s6 , is advantageoufly fituate in a fertile 
plain, watered by the natural and artificial chan- 
nels of the Tigris, of which the leaft inconfider- 
able ftream bends in a femicircular form round the 
eaftern part of the city. The emperor Conftan- 
tius had recently conferred on Amida the honour 
of his own name, and the additional fortifications 
of ftrong walls and lofty towers. It was provided 
with an arfenal of military engines, and the ordi- 
nary garrifon had been reinforced to the amount 
of feven legions, when the place was invefted by 
the arms of Sapor ”. His firft and moft fan- 
guine hopes depended on the fuccefs of a general 

Sf For the defcription of Amida, fee d’Herbelot, Bibliothcque 
Orientate, p. 10S, Hiitoire de Timur Bee, par Cherefeddin Aii, 
1 . iii. t. 41. Ahmed Arabfiades, tom. i. p. 331. c. 43. Voyage* 
de Tavernier, tom. i. p. 301. Voyages d’Otter, tom. ii. p. 273. 
and Voyages de Niebuhr, tom. ii. p. 324—328. The laft of thefe 
travellers, a learned and accurate Dane, has given a plan of Amida, 
which illuftrates the operations of the fiege. 

$6 Diarbekir, which is filled Amid, or Kara-Amid, in the public 
writings of the Turks, contains above 16,000 houfes, and is the rc- 
Cdence of a palha with three tails. The epithet of Kara is derived 
from the Uadmtfi of the ftone which compofes the ftreng and ancient 
wall of Amida. 

S7 The operations of the fiege of Amida are very minutely de- 
feribed by Ammianus (xix. 1—9.), who afted an honourable part in 
the defence, and efcaped with difficulty when the city was liormed by 
the Pexiians, 

■f aflaulr. 
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afiault. To the feveral nations which followed CHAP, 
his ftandard their refpetftive polls were affigned j . ^ ‘ 

the fouth to the Vertse, the north to the Alba- 
nians, the eaft to the Chionites, inflamed with 
grief and indignation ; the weft to the Segeftans, 
the braveft of his warriors, who covered their 
front with a formidable line of Indian elephants s *. 

The Perfians, on every fide, fupported their ef- 
forts, and animated their courage; and the mo- 
narch himfelf, carelefs of his rank and fafety, dis- 
played in the profecution of the fiege, the ardor 
of a youthful foldier. After an obftinate combat, 
the Barbarians were repulfed j they inceflantly 
returned to the charge ; they were again driven 
back with a dreadful (laughter, and two rebel le- 
gions of Gauls, who had been banilhed into the 
Eaft, fignalized their undifciplined courage by a 
no&urnal fally into the heart of the Perfian camp. 

In one of the fierceft of thefe repeated afiaults, 

Amida was betrayed by the treachery of a de- 
ferter, who indicated to the Barbarians a fecret 
and negledted ftaircafe, fcooped out of the rock 
that hangs over the ftream of the Tigris. Se- 
venty chofen archers of the royal guard afcended 
in filence to the third (lory of a lofty tower which 

I 8 Of thefe four nations, the Albanians are too well known to re- 
quire any defcription. The Segeftans inhabited a large and level- 
country, which rtill pieferves their name, to the fouth cf Khorafan, 
and the weft of Hindolian (See Gcogruphia Nubienfss, p. 133. and 
d’Herbelot, Bibliotheqtte Orientate, p.797.). Notwithftanding the 
boafted victory of Bahram (vol. i. p. 4-10.), the Segeftans, above 
fburfcore years afterwards, appear as an independent nation, the 
ally of Perfia. Wc are ignorant of the fituatiou of the V ertac and 
Chionites, but I am inclined to place them (at leaft the latter) to- 
wards the coniines of India and Scythia. See Aramian. xvi. 9. 

CQm- 
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C xrx P commanded the precipice ; they elevated on high 
f the Perlian banner, the fignal of confidence to the 
affailants, and of difmay to the befieged } and if 
this devoted band could have maintained their 
pod a few miruites longer, the reduction of the 
place might have been purchafed by the facrifice 
of their lives. After Sapor had tried, without 
fuecefs, the efficacy of force and of ftratagem, he 
had recourfe to the flower but more certain opera- 
tions of a regular fiege, in the conduct of which 
he was inftructed by the (kill of the Roman de- 
ferters. The trenches were opened at a conve- 
nient diftance, and the troops deftined for that 
fervice advanced under the portable covet of 
ftrong hurdles, to fill up the ditch, and under- 
mine the foundations of the walls. Wooden 
towers were at the fame time conftrudted, and 
moved forwards on wheels, till the foldiers, who 
■were provided with every fpecies of miffile wea- 
pons, could engage almoft: on level ground with 
the troops who defended the rampart. Every 
mode of refiftatice which art could fuggeft, or 
courage could execute, was employed in the de- 
fence of Amida, and the works of Sapor were 
more than once deftroyed by the fire of the Ro- 
mans. But the refources of a befieged city may 
be exhaufted. The Perfians repaired their lofies, 
and pufhed their approaches ; a large breach was 
made by the battering-ram, and the ftrength of 
the garrifon, wafted by the fword and by difeafe* 
yielded to the fury of the affault. The foldiers, 
the citizens, their wives, their children, all who 

had 
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had not time to efcape through the oppofite gate, 
were involved by the conquerors in a promifcuous 
maflacre. 

But the ruin of Amida was the fafety of the 
Roman provinces. As foon as the firft tranfports 
of victory had fubfided. Sapor was at leifure to 
refleft, that to chaftife a difobcdient city, he had 
loft the flower of his troops, and the moft favour- 
able feafon for conqueft S9 . Thirty thoufand of 
his veterans had fallen under the walls of Amida, 
during the continuance of a fiege which lafted 
feventy-thtee days ; and the difappointed mo- 
narch returned to his capital with affefted triumph 
and feeret mortification. It is more than prob- 
able, that the inconftancy of his Barbarian allies 
was tempted to relinquilh a war in which they 
had encountered fuch urtexpetted difficulties ; and 
that the aged king of the Chionites, fatiated with 
revenge, turned away with horror from a fcene 
of a£lion where he had been deprived of the hope 
of his family and nation. The ftrength as well as 


59 Ammianus has marked the chronology of this year by three 
figns, which do not pcrfeflly coincide with each other, or with the 
ferits of the hiftory. x. The corn was ripe when Sapor invaded 
Mefopotamia ; “ Cum jam fttpula flavente turgerent j" a circum- 
ftance, which, in the latitude of Aleppo, would naturally refer us 
to the month of April or May. See Harmer’s Obfervations on 
Scripture, vol. i. p. 41. Shaw’s Travels, p. 335. edit. 4to. a. The 
progrefs of Sapor was checked by the overflowing of the Euphrates, 
which generally happens in July and Auguft. Plin. Hift. Nat. v. 
si. Viaggi di Pietro della Valle, tom. i. p. S96. 3. When Sapor 

had taken Amida, after a liege of feVenty-three days, the autumn 
was far advanced. “ Autumno precipiti hsedorumque improbo 
«* fidere extoto.” To reconcile thefe apparent contradictions, we 
trnift allow for fame delay in the Perfian king, fome inaccuracy in 
the hiftorian, and fome diforder in the feafons. 

Vol. III. P fpirit 
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fpirit of the army with which Sapor took the field 
in the enfuingfpring, was no longer equal to the 
unbounded views of his ambition. Inftead of 
afpiring to the conqueft of the Eaft, he was ob- 
liged to content himfelf with the redu&ion of 
two fortified cities of Mefopotamia, Singara and 
Bezabde 60 ; the one fxtuate in the midft of a fandy 
defert, the other in a fmall peninfula, furrounded 
almoft on every fide by the deep and rapid ftream 
of the Tigris. Five Roman legions, of the di- 
minutive fize, to which they had been reduced 
in the age of Conftantine, were made prifoners, 
and fent into remote captivity on the extreme 
confines of Perfia. After difmantling the walls 
of Singara, the conqueror abandoned that foli- 
tary and fequeftered place ; but he carefully re- 
ftored the fortifications of Bezabde, and fixed in 
that important poft a garrifon or colony of ve- 
terans } amply fupplied with every means of de- 
fence, and animated by high fentiments of ho- 
nour and fidelity. Towards the clofe of the cam- 
paign, the arms of Sapor incurred fome difgrace 
by an unfuccefsful enterprize againft Virtha, or 
Tecrit, a ftrong, or, as it was univerfally efteem- 
ed till the age of Tamerlane, an impregnable 
fortrefs of the independent Arabs “. 

60 The account of thefe fieges- is given hy Ammianus, xx. 
6, 7. 

61 For the identity of Virtha and Tecrit, fee d’Anville, Geo- 
graphic Ancienne, tom. ii. p. 201 . For the fiege of that caille by 
Timur Bee, or Tamerlane, fee Cherefeddin, 1 . iii. c. 33. Th# 
Periian biographer exaggerates the merit and difficulty of this exploit, 
which delivered the caravans of Bagdad from a formidable gang of 
robbers. 

The 
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The defence of the Eafl: againft the arms of c ** A Pi 
Sapor, required and would have exercifed the ■ — 
abilities of the moll confummate general ; and it 
feemed fortunate for the ftate* that it was the Roman*, 
actual province of the brave Urficinus, who alone 
deferved the confidence of the foldiers and people. 

In the hour of danger, Urficinus 6 * was removed 
from his ftation by the intrigues of the eunuchs j 
and the military command of the Eafl: was be- 
llowed, by the fame influence, on Sabinian, a 
wealthy and fubtle veteran, who had attained the 
infirmities, without acquiring the experience, of 
age. By a fecond order, which ifiued from the 
fame jealous and inconftant counfels, Urficinus 
was again difpatched to the frontier of Mefopota- 
mia, and condemned to fuftain the labours of a 
war, the honours of which had been transferred 
to his unworthy rival, Sabinian fixed his indo- 
lent ftation under the walls of Edefla and while 
he amufed himfelf with the idle parade of military 
exercife, and moved to the found of flutes in the 
Pyrrhic dance, the public defence was abandoned 
to the boldnefs and diligence of the former gene- 
ral of the Eaft. But whenever Urficinus recom- 
mended any vigorous plan of operations j when 
he propofed, at the head of a light and aftive 
army, to wheel round the foot of the mountains* 
to intercept the convoys of the enemy, to harafs 
the wide extent of the Perflan lines, and to re- 

61 Ammianus (xviii. 5 , 6 . xix. 3. xx. 2.) reprefents the merit 
and difgrace of Urficinus with that faithful attention which a foldier 
owed to his general. Some partiality may be fufpe&ed, yet the whole 
account is confident and probable. 
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CHAP, lievc the diftrefs of Amida ; the timid and en- 
XIX. 

vious commander alleged, that he was reftrained 
by his pofitive orders from endangering the fafety 
of the troops. Amida was at length taken j its 
braveft defenders, who had efcaped the fword of 
the Barbarians, died in the Roman camp by the 
hand of the executioner} and Urficinus himfelf, 
after fupporting the difgrace of a partial enquiry, 
was punifhed for the mifcondud of Sabinian by 
the lofs of his military rank. But Conftantius 
foon experienced the truth of the prediction which 
honeft indignation had extorted from his injured 
lieutenant, that as long as fuch maxims of go- 
vernment were fuffered to prevail, the emperor 
himfelf would find it no eafy talk to defend his 
eaftern dominions from the invafion of a foreign 
enemy. When he had fubdued or pacified the 
Barbarians of the Danube, Conftantius proceeded 
by flow marches into the Eaft } and after he had 
wept over the fmoking ruins of Amida, he formed, 
with a powerful army, the fiege of Bezabde. The 
walls were fhaken by the reiterated efforts of the 
fnoft enormous of the battering-rams; the town 
was reduced to the laft extremity ; but it was ftill 
defended by the patient and intrepid valour of the 
garrifon, till the approach of the rainy feafon ob- 
liged the emperor to raife the fiege, arid inglo- 
' ' rioufly to retreat into his winter-quarters at An- 
tioch t3 . The pride of Conftantius, ahd the in- 
genuity 

Ammiar. xx. it. OmiiTo vano incepto, hiernaturus Antiochiz 
redit in Syriam senurtnofam, perpeffus et ulcenim fed et atrocia, 
diuque deflenda. It is thus that James Gronovitis has lettered an 
•bfcuie paflage ; and he tliiuks that this corre&ion alone would have 
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genuity of his courtiers, were at a lofs to dif- A p - 
cover any materials for panegyric in the events of i — y— . > 
the Perfian warj while the glory of his coufin 
Julian, to whofe military command he had en- 
trufted the provinces of Gaul, was proclaimed to 
the world in the fimple and concife narrative of 
his exploits. 

In the blind fury of civil difcard, Conftaptius 
bad abandoned to the Barbarians of Germany the by the 
countries of Gaul, which ftill acknowledged the German8, 
authority of his rival. A numerous fwarm of 
Franks and Alemanni were invited to crofs the 
Rhine by prefents and promifes, by rhe hopes of 
fpoil, and by a perpetual grant of all the territo- 
ries which they ffiould be able to fubdue fi+ . But 
the emperor, who for a temporary fervice had 
thus imprudently provoked the rapacious fpirit of 
the Barbarians, foon difeovered and lamented the 
difficulty of difmiffing thefe formidable allies, 
after they had tafted the richnefs of the Roman 
foil. Regardlefs of the nice diftinftion of loyalty 
and rebellion, thefe undifeiplined robbers treated 
as their natural enemies all the fubjeftsof the em- 
pire, who poffeffed any property which they were 
defirous of acquiring. Forty-five Sourifhing 
cities, Tongres, Cologne, Treves, Worms, Spires, 
Strafburgh, &c. befides a far greater number of 

deferred a new edition of his author; whofe fenfe mar now be darkly 
perceived. I expe&ed fotne additional light from the recent labour* 
of the learned Emeftus (Lipliae, 1773). 

6 + The ravages of the Germans, and the diftrefs of Gaul, may be 
collefted from Julian himfelf. Orat. ad S. P. Athen. p. *77. 

Ammian. xv. it. Libanius, Orat. x. Zoiimus, 1 . iii. p. 14a. 

Sozomen, 1 , iii. c. 1. 

p 3 towns 


Digitized by Google 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


ai4 

chap, towns and villages, were pillaged, and for the 
u.— y— moft part reduced to allies. The Barbarians of 
Germany, ftill faithful to the maxims of their an- 
ceftors, abhorred the confinement of walls, to 
which they applied the odious names of prifons 
and fepulchres j and fixing their independent ha- 
bitations on the banks of rivers, the Rhine, the 
Mofelle, and the Meufe, they fecured themfelves 
againfl the danger of a furprife, by a rude and 
hafty fortification of large trees, which were felled 
and thrown acrofs the roads. The Alemanni 
were eftablilhed in the modern countries of Al- 
face and Lorraine ; the Franks occupied the iQand 
of the Batavians, together with an extenfive dif- 
trict of Brabant, which was then known by the 
appellation of Toxandria 6s , and may deferve to 
be confidered as the original feat of their Gallic 
monarchy 66 . From the fources, to the mouth, 
pf the Rhine, the conquefts of the Germans ex- 
tended above forty miles to the weft of that river, 
over a country peopled by colonies of their own 

«5 Ammianus (xvi. 8.). This name feems to be derived from 
the Toxandri of Pliny, and very frequently occurs in the hiftories of 
the middle age. Toxandria was a country of woods and morafles, 
which extended from the neighbourhood of Tongres to the conflux of 
the Vahal and the Rhine. See Valefius, Notit. Galliar. p. 558. 

66 The paradox of P. Daniel, that the Franks never obtained 
any permanent fettlement on this fide of the Rhine before the time of 
Clovis, is refuted with much learning and good fenfe by M. Biet, 
who has proved, by a chain of evidence, their uninterrupted poflef- 
fion of Toxandria one hundred and thirty years before the acceffion 
of Clovis. The DifTcrtation of M. Bret was crowned by the Aca- 
demy of Soififons, in the year 1736, and feems to have been juftly 
preferred to the difcourfe of his more celebrated competitor, the Abbe 
Je Bauf, an antiquarian, \vhofc name was happily expreflive of his 
talents. 

name 
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name and nation ; and the fcene of their de- c £ p. 
valtations was three times more extenfive than «. — v — / 
that of their conquefts. At a-ftill greater diftance 
the open towns of Gaul were deferted, and the 
inhabitants of the fortified cities, who trailed tq 
their ftrength and vigilance, were obliged to con- 
tent themfelves with fuch fupplies of corn as they 
could raife on the vacant land within the inclofure 
of their walls. The diminilhed legions, defti- 
tute of pay and provifions, of arms and difci- 
pline, trembled at the approach, and even at the 
name, of the Barbarians. 

Under thefe melancholy circumltances, an un- ConduSof 
experienced youth was appointed to fave and to J uh * n ‘ 
govern the provinces of Gaul, or rather, as he 
exprefies it himfelf, to exhibit the vain image of 
Imperial greatnefs. The retired fcholaftic edu- 
cation of Julian, in which he had been more con- 
verfant with books than with arms, with the 
dead than with the living, left him in profound 
ignorance of the practical arts of war and govern- 
ment; and when he awkwardly repeated fome 
military exercife which it was necefiary for him to 
Learn, he exclaimed with a figh, (f O Plato, 

« Plato, what a talk for a philofbpher J” Yet even 
this fpeculative philofophy, which men of bufi- 
nefs are too apt to defpife, had filled the mipd of • 
Julian with the nobleft precepts, and the moft 
lhining examples; had animated him with the 
love of virtue, the defire of fame, and the con- 
tempt of death. The habits of temperance re- 
commended in the fchools, are ftill more efifen- 
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tial in the fcvere difcipline of a camp. The 
Ample wants of nature regulated the meafure of 
his food and fleep. Rejecting with difdain the 
delicacies provided for his table, he fatisfied his 
appetite with the coarfe and common fare which 
was allotted to the meaneft foldiers. puring the 
rigour of a Gallic winter, he never fuffered a fire 
in his bed-chamber } and after a fliort and inter- 
rupted dumber, he frequently rofe in the middle 
of the night from a carpet fpread on the floor, to 
difpatch any urgent bufinefs, to vifit his rounds, 
or to fteal a few moments for the profecution of 
his favourite ftudies 67 . The precepts of elo- 
quence, which he had hitherto practifed on fancied 
topics of declamation, were more ufefully applied 
to excite or to afiuage the paflions of an armed 
multitude : and although Julian, from his early 
habits of converfation and. literature, was more fa- 
miliarly acquainted with the beauties of the Greek 
language, he had attained a competent know- 
ledge of the Latin tongue M . Since Julian was 
not originally defigned for the chara&er of a le- 
giflator, or a judge, it is probable that the civil 
jurifprudence of the Romans had not engaged 
any confiderable fliare of his attention : but he 

®7 The private life of Julian in Gaul, and the fevere difcipline 
which he embraced, are displayed by Ammianus (xvi. j.), who pro- 
files to praife, and by Julian himielf, who affetts to ridicule (Mifo-. 
pogon, p. 34.0.), a conduft, which, in a prince of the houfe of 
Conilantine, might juftly excite the furprife of mankind. 

69 Aderat Latine quoque dilferenti fulficiens fermo. Ammianus, 
xvi. 5, But Julian, educated in the fchools of Greece, always con- 
lidered the language of the Romans as a foreign and popular di»le& t 
which he might ufe on necelfary occalions. 
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derived from his philofophic ftudies an inflexible CHAP, 
regard for juftice, tempered by a difpofition to >■ 
clemency j the knowledge of the general prin- 
ciples of equity and evidence, and the faculty of 
patiently inveftigating the moll intricate and te- 
dious queftions which could be propofed for his 
difeuffion. The meafures of policy, and the ope- 
rations of war, mull fubmit to the various acci- 
dents of circumltance and chara&er, and the un- 
pra&ifed ftudent will often be perplexed in the ap- 
plication of the moll perfect theory. But in the 
acquifition of this important fcience, Julian was 
affifted by the active vigour of his own genius, as 
well as by the wifdom and experience of Sallult, 
an officer of rank, who foon conceived a fincere 
attachment for a prince fo worthy of his friend- 
Ihip ; and whofe incorruptible integrity was 
adorned by the talent of infinuating the harflieft 
truths, without wounding the delicacy of a royal 
car 69 . 

Immediately after Julian had received the His firft 
purple at Milan, he was fent into Gaul, with a 
feeble retinue of three hundred and fixty foldiers. Ail) - 
At Vienna, where he pafled a painful and anxious 
winter, in the hands of thofe minifters to whom 
Conftantius had entrulled the direction of his 
conduct, the Caefar was informed of the fiege and 


69 We are ignorant of the aflual office of this excellent rnir.iflcr, 
whpm Julian afterwards created pnefefi of Gaul. Salluft was 
fpeedily recalled by the jealoufy of the emperor ; and we may ftiil 
read a fenfiblcbut pedantic difeourfe (p. 140 — 151), in which Julian 
deplores the lofs of l'o valuable a friend, to whom he acknowledge^ 
himfelf indebted for his reputation. See La Bleterie, Preface a la 
Vie de Jovien, p. *0. 

deliverance 
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CHAP, deliverance of Autun. That large and antient 
XIX ° 

v . city, protected only by a ruined wall and pufil- 

lanimous garrifon, was faved by the generous re- 
fclution of a few veterans, who refumed their 
arms for the defence of their country. In his 
inarch from Autun, through the heart of the 
Gallic provinces, Julian embraced with ardour 
the earliell opportunity of fignalizing his courage. 
At the head of a fmall body of archers, and heavy 
cavalry, he preferred the (horter but the more 
, dangerous of two roads ; and fometimes eluding, 

and fometimes refilling, the attacks of the Barba- 
rians, who were mailers of the field, he arrived 
with hpnour and fafety at the camp near Rheims, 
where the Roman troops had been ordered to af- 
femble. The afpect of their young prince re- 
i vived the drooping fpirit of the foldiers, and they 
marched from Rheims in fearch of the enemy, 
with a confidence which had almoll proved fatal 
to them. The Alemanni, familiarized to the 
knowledge of the country, fecretly collefled their 
fcattered forces, and feizing the opportunity of a 
dark and rainy day, poured with unexpedled fury 
on the rear-guard of the Romans. Before the in- 
evitable diforder could be remedied, two legions 
• were dellroyed ; and Julian was taught by expe- 
rience, that caution and vigilance are the moll 
important lelfons of the art of war. In a iecond 
and more fuccefsful a&ion, he recovered and ellab- 
lilhed his military fame ; but as the agility of the 
Barbarians faved them from the purfuir, his vic- 
tory was neither bloody nor decifive. He ad- 
vanced, however, to the banks of the Rhine, 

furveyed 
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furveyed the ruins of Cologne, convinced himfelf c ^ a p. 
of the difficulties of the war, and retreated on the ■_ - r -\? 
approach of winter, difcontented with the court, 
with his army, and with his own fuccefs 70 . The 
power of the enemy was yet unbroken ; and the 
Caefar had no fooner feparated his troops, and 
fixed his own quarters' at Sens, in the centre of 
Gaul, than he was furrounded and befieged by a 
numerous hoft of Germans. Reduced in this ex- 
tremity to the refources of his own mind, he dif- 
played a prudent intrepidity which compenfated 
for all the deficiencies of the place and garrifon ; 
and the Barbarians, at the end of thirty days, 
were obliged to retire with difappointed rage. 

The confcious pride of Julian, who was in- His fecond 
debted only to his fword for this fignal deliver- ajx ' 3^7. 
ance, was embittered by the reflection, that he 
was abandoned, betrayed, and perhaps devoted to 
deftruCtion, by thofe who were bound* to affiff: 
him by every tie of honour and fidelity. Mar- 
cellus, mafter-general of the cavalry in Gaul, in- 
terpreting too ftriCtly the jealous orders of the 
court, beheld with fupine indifference the diftrefs 
of Julian, and had retrained the troops under his 
command from marching to the relief of Sens. 

If the Caefar had diffembled in filence fo danger- 
ous an infult, his perfon and aurhority would have 
been expofed to the contempt of the world ■, and 
if an adlion fo criminal had been fufi'ered to pafs 

7 ° Ammianus (xvi. i, 3.) appears much better 1'atisficd with the 
fuccefs of this firft campaign than Julian himlelf ; who very fairly 
"owns that he did nothing of confequcnce, and that he fled before the 
enemy. 

with 
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C xix P im P wi ^y* em P e ror would have confirmed 
\w- w - _■ the fufpicions, which received a very fpeciouseo- 
lour'from his paft condutt towards the princes of 
the Flavian family. Marcelius was recalled, and 
gently difmified from his office 7 ‘. In his room 
Severus was appointed general of the cavalry ; 
an experienced foldier, of approved courage and 
fidelity, who could advifc with refpeft, and exe- 
cute with zeal and who fubmitted, without re- 
Ju&ance, to the fupreme command which Julian, 
by the intereft of his patroness Eulebia, at length 
obtained over the armies of Gaul 7 *. A very ju-. 
dieious plan of operations was adopted for the ap- 
proaching campaign. Julian himfelf, at the head 
of the remains of the veteran bands, and of fome 
new levies which he had been permitted to form, 
boldly penetrated into the centre of the German 
cantonments, and carefully re-eftablifhed the for- 
tifications of Saverne, in an advantageous poft, 
which would either check the iocurfions, or in- 
tercept the retreat, of the enemy. At the fame 
time Barbatio, general of the infantry, advanced 
' from Milan with an army of thirty thoufand men, 
and palling the mountains, prepared to throw a 
bridge over the Rhine, in the neighbourhood of 
Bafil. It was reafonable to expedl that the Ale- 
manni, preiTed on either fide by the Roman arms, 

7 * Ammian. xvi. 7. Libanius fpcaks rather more advantageoufly 
of the military talents of Marcelius, Orat. x. p. 371. And Julian 
infinuates, that he would not have been fo eafily recalled, unlefs he 
had given other reafons of offence to the court, p. *78. 

~ l Severus, non difeors, non arrogans, fed longa militise frugali- 
tate compertus ; et eum refta prxeuntem fecuturus, ut duftorem »«- 
rigerus miles. Ammian. xvi. jj. Zofimus, 1 . iii. p. 140. 

tfould 
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Would foon be forced to evacuate the provinces of chap. 

r . XIX. 

Gaul, and to haften to the defence of their native > ‘ j 

country. But the hopes of the campaign were 
defeated by the incapacity, or the envy, or the fe- 
cret inftru&ions, ofBarbatio; who adted as if he 
had been the enemy of the Caefar, and the fecret 
ally of the Barbarians. The negligence with 
which he permitted a troop of pillagers freely to 
pafs, and to return almoft before the gates of his 
camp, may be imputed to his want of abilities j 
but the treafonable act of burning a number of 
boats, and afuperftuous (lock of provifions, which 
would have been of the moft eflential fcrvice to 
the army of Gaul, was an evidence of his hoftile 
and criminal intentions. The Germans defpifed 
an enemy who appeared deftitute either of power 
or of inclination to offend them j and the igno- 
minious retreat of Barbatio deprived Julian of thfe 
expetted fupport } and left him to extricate him- 
felf from a hazardous fituation, where he could 
neither remain with fafety, nor retire with ho- 
nour ". ' 

As foon as they were delivered from the fears of Battle of 
invafion, the Alemanni prepared to chaftife the ^ r r af ‘ 
Roman youth, who prefumed to difpute the pof- a.d. 357, 
fefiion of that country, which they dlaimed as Auguft " 
their own by the right of conqueft and of treaties. 

They employed three days, and as many nights, 
in tranfporting over the Rhine their military 
powers. The fierce Chnodomar, lhaking the 


75 Oti the defign and failure of the co-operation between Julian 
and Barbatio, fee Ammianus (xvi. u.), and Libanius, Orat. x, 

p. 

ponderous 
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chap, ponderous javelin, which he had vi&orioufly 

n_ - r ■ wielded againft the brother of Magnentius, led 
the van of the Barbarians, and moderated by his 
experience the martial ardour which his example 
infpired 74 . He was followed by fix other kings } 
by ten princes of regal extraction, by a long train 
of high-fpirited nobles, and by thirty-five thou- 
fand of the braveft warriors of the tribes of Ger- 
many. The confidence derived from the view of 
their own ftrength, was encreafed by the intelli- 
gence which they received from a deferter, that 
the Caefar, with a feeble army of thirteen thou- 
fand men, occupied a poft about one-and-twenty 
miles from their camp of Strafburgh. With this 
inadequate force, Julian refolved to feek and to 
encounter the Barbarian hoft ; and the chance of 
a general aClion was preferred to the tedious and 
uncertain operation of feparately engaging the 
difperfed parties of the Alemanni. The Romans 
marched in clofe order, and in two columns, the 
cavalry on the right, the infantry on the leftj 
and the day was fo far fpent when they appeared 
in fight of the enemy, that Julian was defirous of 
deferring the battle till the next morning, and of 
allowing his troops to recruit their exhaufted 
ftrength by the necefiary refrelhments of deep and 
food. Yielding, however, with fome relu&ance, 

7 + Ammianus (xvi. 12.) defcribes, with his inflated eloquence, 
the figure and chara&er of Chnodomar. Audax et fidcns ingenti ro- 
bore lacertorum, ubi ardor prcclii fperabatur immanis, equo fpu- 
mante, fublimior, ereflus in jaculum formidandae vaftitatis, araao- 
rumque nitore confpicuus : antea ftrenuus et miles, et utilis prseter 
cscteros duftor. ... Decentium Cxfarem fuperavit aquo marte 
congreffus. 

■ to 
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to the clamours of the foldiers, and even to the c 
opinion of his council, he exhorted them to juf- 
tify by their valour the eager impatience, which, 
in cafe of a defeat, would be univerfally branded 
with the epithets of ralhnefs and prefumption. 
The trumpets founded, the military (hout was 
heard through the field, and the two armies rufh- 
ed with equal fury to the charge. The Casfar, 
who conducted in perfon his right wing, depended 
on the dexterity of his archers, and the weight of 
his cuiraflkrs. But his ranks were inftantly bro- 
ken by an irregular mixture of light-horfe and of 
light-infantry, and he had the mortification of 
beholding the flight of fix hundred of his moft 
renowned cuirafiiers 7S . The fugitives were flop- 
ped and rallied by the prefence and authority of 
Julian, who, carelefs of his own fafety, threw 
himfelf before them, and urging every motive of 
lhame and honour, led them back againft the vic- 
torious enemy. The conflidt between the two 
lines of infantry was obftinate and bloody. The 
Germans poffeffed the fuperiority of ftrength and 
ftature, the Romans that of difcipline and tem- 
per ; and as the Barbarians, who ferved under 
the ftandard of jthe empire, united the refpedtive 
advantages of both parties, their ftrenuous efforts, 
guided by a Ikilful leader, at length determined 
the event of the day. The Romans loft four 
tribunes, and two hundred and forty-three fol- 

75 After the battle, Julian ventured to revive the rigour of ancient 
difcipline, by expofmg.thefe fugitives in female apparel to the de- 
rifion of the whole camp. In the next campaign, thefe troops nobly 
retrieved their honour, Zofimus, 1 . iii. p, 141, 

4 diers. 
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CHAP, dters, in this memorable battle of Strafburgh, fo 
v — ' glorious to the CaSfar 7<s , and fo falutary to the 
affli&ed provinces of Gaul. Six thoufafld of the 
Alemanni were (lain in the field, without includ- 
ing thofe who were drowned in the Rhine, or 
transfixed with darts whilft they attempted to 
fwim acrofs the river 7 \ Chnodomar himfelf was 
furrounded and taken prifoner, with three of his 
brave companions, who had devoted themfelves 
to follow in life or death the fate of their chief- 
tain. Julian received him with military pomp in 
the council of his officers ; and exprefiing a ge- 
nerous pity for the fallen ftate, difiembled his ip- 
Ward contempt for the abjed humiliation of his 
captive. Inftead of exhibiting the vanquifhed 
king of the Alemanni, as a grateful fpedade to 
the cities of Gaul, he refpedfully laid at the feet 
of the emperor this fplendid trophy of his vidory. 
Chnodomar experienced an honourable treatment t 
but the impatient Barbarian could not long 


7 * Julian himfelf (ail S. P. Athen. p. 179.) fpeaks of the 
battle of Strafburgh with the modefty of confcious merit j 
(,ua^cra/xrt ax anXsx(, is-*; **t «c v/iat; afixtro 0 rttman 1. 
Zofimtts compares it with the viftory of Alexander over Darius ; and 
yet we are at a lofs to difcover any of thofe ftrokes of military genius 
which fix the attention of ages on the conduit and fuccefs of a finglc 
day. 

77 Ammianus, xvi. 1*. Libanius adds *000 more to the num- 
ber of the fiain (Orat. x. p. 174..)- But thefe trifling differences 
difappear before the 60,000 Barbarians, whom Zofimus has facrificed 
to the glory of his hero ( 1 . iii. p. 141.). We might attribute thi* 
extravagant number to the careleflnefs of tranfcribers, if this cre- 
dulous or partial hiflorian had not fwdled the army of 35,000 Ale- 
manni to an innumerable multitude of barbarians, oXcS* 
ea ( C*(*>. It is our own fault if this deteition does not infpire us with 
proper diltruft on fimilar occafions. ’ 

t furvive 
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Furvive his defeat, his confinement, and his C xj^ p ’ 
exile 78 . v. — 

After Julian had repulfed the Alemanni from Julian fub- 
the provinces of the Upper Rhine, he turned his pranks, 6 
arms againft the Franks, who were feated nearer 3581 
to the ocean on the confines of Gaul and Ger- 
many ; and who, from their numbers, and ftill 
more from their intrepid valour, had ever been 
efteemed the moft formidable of the Barba- 
rians 7 *. Although they were ftrongly adluated 
by the allurements of rapine, they profefled a dif- 
interefted love of war ; which they confidered as~ 
the fupreme honour and felicity of human nature j 
and their minds and bodies were fo completely 
hardened by perpetual adlion, that, according to 
the lively expreflion of an orator, the fnows of 
winter were as pleafant to them as the flowers 
of fpring. In the month of December, which 
followed the battle of Strafburg, Julian attacked 
a body of fix hundred Franks, who had thrown 
themfelves into two caftles on the Meufe ,0 . In 
the midft of that fevere feafon they fuftained, with 
inflexible conftancy, a fiege of fifty-four daysj 
till at length, exhaufted by hunger, and fatisfied 
that the vigilance of the enemy in breaking the 
ice of the river, left them no hopes of efcape, the 

7 8 Ammian. xvi. i». Libanius, Orat. x. p. 276. 

79 Libanius (Orat. iii. p. 137.) draws a very lively pifture of 
the manners of the Franks. 

80 Ammianus, xvii. 2. Libanius, Orat. x. p. 278. The Greek 
orator, by mifapprehending a paflage of Julian, has been induced to 
reprelent the Franks as confiding of a thou land men; and as his 
head was always full of the Peloponnefian war, he compares them to 
the Lacedemonians, who .were befieged and taken in the iiland of 

Sphafteria. 

"Vol. III. Franks 
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C xiy P Franks confentrd, for the firft time, to difpenle 
> — Jl— > with the ancjent law which commanded them to 
conqueror to die. The Caefar immediately fent 
his captives to the court of Conftantius, who ac- 
cepting them as a valuable prefent rejoiced in 
the opportunity of adding fo many heroes to the 
choiceft troops of his domeftic guards. The ob- 
flinate refinance of this handful of Franks, ap- 
prifed Julian of the difficulties of the expedition 
which he meditated for the enfuingfpring, againlt 
the whole body of the nation. His rapid dili- 
gence furprifed and aftoniffied the adtive Bar- 
barians. Ordering his foldiers to provide them- 
felves with bifcuit for twenty days, he fuddenly 
pitched his camp near Tongres, while the enemy 
ftill fuppofed him in his winter-quarters of Paris, 
expecting the flow arrival of his convoys from 
Aquitain. Without allowing the Franks to unite 
or .to deliberate, he Ikilfully fpread his legions 
from Cologne to the ocean j and by the terror, 
as well as by the fuccefs of his arms, foon 
reduced the fuppliant tribes to implore the cle- 
mency> and to obey the commands, of their con- 
queror. The Chamavians fubmiffively retired to 
their former habitations beyond the Rhine : but 
the Salians were permitted to pofiefs their new 
eftabliffiment of Toxandria, as the fubjedts and 

** Julian, ad S. P. Q. Athen. p. 280. Lrbanus, Orat. x. p. 278. 
v According to the expreffion of Libanius, the emperor J» t * «no 

which !a Bleterie underftands (Vie de Julicn, p. 118.) as an honeft 
confeHle-, and Valcfius (ad Ammian. xvii. 2.) as a mean evafion, 
of the truth. Dom. Bouquet (Hiftoriens de France, tom. i. p. 733.), 
by fubftituting another word, t»yuirt, would lupprefs both the diffi- 
culty and the Spirit of this paflagc, 

auxiliaries 
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auxiliaries of the Roman empire *\ The treaty c **ap. 
was ratified by folemn oaths } and perpetual in- w-v-«j 
fpettors were appointed to refide among the 
Franks, with the authority of enforcing the ftrift 
obfervance of the conditions. An incident is re- 
lated, interefting enough in irfelf, and by no means 
repugnant to the charadter of Julian* who ingeni- 
oufly contrived both the plot and the cataftrophe 
of the tragedy. When the Chamavians fued 
for peace, he required the fon of their king, as 
the only hoflage in whom he could rely. A 
mournful filence, interrupted by tears and groans, 
declared the fad perplexity of the Barbarians ; 
and their aged chief lamented in pathetic lan- 
guage, that his private lofs was now embittered 
by a fenfe of the public calamity. While the 
Chamavians lay proftrate at the foot of his throne, 
the royal captive, whom they believed to have 
been flain, unexpedtedly appeared before their 
eyes ; and as foon as the tumult of joy was hulhed 
into attention, the Caefar addrcfied the affembly 
in the following terms : “ Behold the fon, the 
* c prince, whom you wept. You had loft him 
“ by your fault. God and the Romans have 
*« reftored him to you. I (hall ftill preferve and 
“ educate the youth, rather as a monument of 
w my own virtue, than as a pledge of your fin- 
“ cerity. Should you prefume to violate the 

Ammiail. Xvii. 8. Zofimus, 1 . iii. p. 146— i$o. (his narrative 
is darkened by a mixture of fable) ; and Julian, ad S. P. Q^Athen. 
p. 280. His expreflion, uwiJjJsftBv /uopotja* th I iXiw tfvc, ~C*c it 

i(*\a<ra. This difference of treatment confirms the opinion, that the 
Salian Franks were permitted to retain the fettlements in Tox- 
andria. • ' 

Q^2 ** faith 
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C xix P ** ^ ait ^ w ^ ic h you have fworn, the arms of the 

u-—v > “ republic will avenge the perfidy, not on the 

“ innocent, but on the guilty.” The Barbarians 
withdrew from his prefence, impreffed with the 
warmed fentiments of gratitude and admira- 
tion 8J . . 

Makes It was not enough for Julian to have delivered 
peditions the provinces of Gaul from the Barbarians of 
Rivne d the Germany. He afpired to emulate the glory of the 
a.d. 357> firft and mod illuftrious of the emperors j after 
35 359 ' whofe example, he compofed his own commeh- 
taries of the Gallic war ® 4 . Csfefar has related. 
With confcious pride, the manner in which he 
twice pafied the Rhine. Julian could boaft, that 
before he affumed the title of Auguftus, he had 
carried the Roman Eagles beyond that great river 
in three fuccefsful expeditions 8 *. The confirma- 
tion of the Germans, after the battle of Strafburgh, 
encouraged him to the firft attempt j and the 
relu&ance of the troops foon yielded to the 
perfuafive eloquence of a leader. Who (hared the 
fatigues and dangers which he impofed on the 
meaneft of the foldiers. The villages on either 

®1 This interefting ftory, which Zofimus has abridged, is related 
by Eunapius (in Excerpt. Legationum, p. i j, 16, 17-), with all the 
amplifications of Grecian rhetoric : but the filence of Libanius, of 
Ammianus, and of Julian himfelf, renders the truth of it extremely 
fufpicious. 

8 + Libanius, the friend of Julian, clearly infinuates (Orat. ir. 
p. 178.) that his hero had compofed the hiftory of his Gallic cam- 
paigns. But Zofimus ( 1 . iii. p. 140.) feems to have derived his in- 
formation only from the Orations (vyioi) and the Epiftles of Julian. 
The difeourie which is addrefled to the Athenians contains an accu- 
rate, though general, account «f the war againft the Germans. 

®J See Ammian. xvii. 1. 10. xviii. *. and Zofun. 1 . iii, p. l+f. 

' Julian ad S. P. Q^Athen. p. »8o. 

fide 
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£de of the Meyn, which were plentifully ftored c ** A 
with corn and cattle, felt the ravages of an in- ^ 

vading artpy. The principal houfcs, conftru&ed 
with fome imitation of Roman elegance, were 
cpnfutned by the flames ; and the Caefar boldly 
advanced about ten miles, till his progress was. 
flopped by a dark and impenetrable foreft, under- 
mined by fubterraneous paflages, which threaten 
fd, with fecret fnares and ambufh, every ftep of 
the affailant. The ground was already covered 
With fnow; and Julian, after repairing an ancient 
caftle which had been erefted by Trajan, granted 
a truce of ten months to the fubmifiive Bar- 
barians. At the expiration of the truce, Julian 
undertook a fecond expedition beyond the Rhine, 
to humble the pride of Surmar and Hortaire, two 
of the kings of the Alemanni, who had been pre- 
fent at the battle of Strafburgh. They promifed 
to reftore all the Roman captives who yet remain- 
ed alive ; and as the Csefar had procured an ex- 
aft account from the cities and villages of Gaul, 
pf the inhabitants whom they had loft, he dftefted 
pvery attempt to deceive him with a degree of 
readinefs and accuracy, which aimed eftabliflied 
the belief of his fupernatural knowledge. His 
third expedition was ftill more fplendid and im- 
portant than the two former. jThe .Germans had 
collefted their military powers, and moved along 
the oppofite banks of the river, with a defign of 
deftroying the bridge, and of preventing the paf- 
fage of the Romans. But this judicious plan of 
defence was difeoncerted by a fkilful diverfion. 

Three hundred light armed and aftive foldiers 

were 
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CHAP. 

XIX. 


0 


Ke (lores 
the cities 
of Gaul. 


were detached in forty fmall boats, to fall down 
the llream in filence, and to land at fome diftance 
from the polls of the enemy. They executed 
their orders with fo much boldnefs and celerity, 
that they had almoft furprifed the Barbarian chiefs, 
who returned in the fearlefs confidence of intoxi- 
cation from one of their nocturnal feftivals. 
"Without repeating the uniform and difgufting 
tale of daughter and devaluation, it is fufficient to 
obferve, that Julian dictated his own conditions 
of peace to fix of the haughtieft kings of the 
Alemanni, three of whom were permitted to view 
the fevere difcipline and martial pomp of a Ro- 
man camp. Followed by twenty thoufand cap- 
tives, whom he had refcued from the chains of 
the Barbarians, the Casfar repaired the Rhine, 
after terminating a war, the fuccefs of which has 
been compared to the ancient glories of the Punic 
and Cimbric viftories. 

As foon as the valour and conduft of Julian 
had fecured an interval of peace, he applied him- 
felf to a work more congenial to his humane and 
philofophic temper. The cities of Gaul, which 
had fuffered from the inroads of the Barbarians, 
he diligently repaired j and feven important polls, 
between Mentz and the mouth of the Rhine, are 
particularly mentioned, as having been rebuilt 
and fortified by the order of Julian The van- 

quilhed 


46 Ammian. xviii. a. Libanius, Qrat. x. p. 179, 280. Of theft 
feven polls, four are at prefent towns of fome confequence ; Bin- 
gen, Andernach, Bonn, and Nuyfs. The other three, Tricefimte, 
Qoadriburgium, and Caftra Herculis, or Heraciea, no longer fub- 
f.lt ; but there is room to believe, that, on the ground of Quadri- 
burgium, 
" . ' < 
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•quilhed Germans had fubmitted to the juft but c ^jx P ‘ 
•humiliating condition of preparing and convey- _ 1 
ing the neceflary materials. The atftive zeal of 
Julian urged the profecution of the work; and 
fuch was the fpirit which he had diffufcd among 
the troops, that the auxiliaries them (elves, waving 
their exemption from any duties of fatigue, con- 
tended in the moft fervile labours with the dili- 
gence of the Roman foldiers. It was incumbent 
an the Cad'ar to provide for the fublidence, as 
well as for the fafety, of the inhabitants and of 
the garrifons. The defertion of the former, and 
the mutiny of the latter, muft have been the fatal 
and inevitable coniequences of famine. The 
tillage of the provinces of Gaul had been inter- 
rupted by the calamities of war; but the fcanty 
harvefts of the continent were fupplied, by his pa- 
ternal care, from the plenty of the adjacent ifland. 

Six hundred large barks, framed in the foreft of 
the Ardennes, made feveral voyages to the coaft 
of Britain ; and returning from thence laden with 
corn, failed up the Rhine, and diftributed their 
cargoes to the feveral towns and fortreffes along 
the banks of the river 87 . The arms of Julian had 

burgium, the Dutch have conftru&ed the fort of Schenk, a nates 
lb offenfive to the faftidious delicacy of Boileau. See d’Anville 
Notice de l’ancienne Gaule, p. 183. Boileau, Epitre iv. and the 
notes. 

s 7 We may credit Julian himfelf, Orat. ad S. P. Q. Athenien- 
fem, p. 180. who gives a very parficulaV account of the tranfaflion. 

Zoiimus adds two hundred veflels more, 1 . iii. p. 145. If we 
compute the 600 corn Ihips of Julian at only feventy tons each, they 
were capable of exporting 110,000 quarters (See Arbuthnot‘s 
■Weights and Meafures, p. 137.) ; and the country, which could 
bear fo large an exportation, muft already have attained an improved 
Hate of agriculture. 

Q^4 reftorec} 
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C HA P. reftored a free and fecure navigation, which Con- 
■ ftantius had offered to purchafe at the expence of 

his dignity, and of a tributary prefent of two thou- 
fand pounds of filver^ The emperor parfimo- 
nioufly refufed to his foldiers the fums which he 
granted with a lavifli and trembling hand to the 
Barbarians. The dexterity, as well as the firm- 
nefs of Julian, was put to a fevere trial, when he 
took the field with a difcontented army, which 
had already ferved two campaigns, without re- 
ceiving any regular pay or any extraordinary 
donative 88 . 

Civil ad- A tender regard for the peace and happinefs of 
tion of " his fubjeds, was the ruling principle which di- 
Juhan. reded, or feemed to dired, the adminiftration 
of Julian 8p . He devoted the leifure of his winter- 
quarters to the offices of civil government j and 
affeded to affume, with more pleafure, the cha- 
rader of a magiftrate than that of a general. Be- 
fore he took the field, he devolved on the pro- 
vincial governors, moft of the public and private 
caufes which had been referred to his tribunal ) 
but, on his returti, he carefully revifed their pro- 
ceedings, mitigated the rigour of the law, and 
pronounced a fecond judgment on the judges 
themfelves. Superior to the laft temptation of 
virtuous minds, an indifcreet and intemperate 
zeal for juftice, he reftrained, with calmnefs and 
dignity, the warmtlr of an advocate who profe- 

88 The troops once broke out into a mutiny, immediately before 
the fecond paflage of the Rhine. Ammian. xvii. 9. 

8 9 Ammian. xvi. 5. xviii. 1. Mamertinus in Panegyr. Vet. 
xi. 4. 

cutcd. 
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cuted, for extortion, the prefident of the Nar- chap. 
bonnefe province. “ Who will ever be found L XIX ' - 
«* guilty,” exclaimed the vehement Delphidius* 
tf if it be enough to deny ?” “ and who,” replied 
Julian, cc will ever be innocent, if it is fufficient 
“ to affirm ?” In the general adminiftratiori of 
peace and war, the int$reft of the fovereign is 
commonly the fame as that of his people ; but 
Conftantius would have thought himfelf deeply 
injured, if the virtues of Julian had defrauded 
him of any part of the tribute which he extorted 
from an opprefied and exhaufted country. The 
prince who was inverted with the enfigns of 
royalty, might fometimes prefume to corred the 
rapacious infolence of the inferior agents j to ex- 
pofe their corrupt arts, and to introduce an equal 
and eafier mode of colledion. But the manage- 
ment of the finances was more fafely entrufted to 
Florentius, Praetorian praefed of Gaul, an effe- 
minate tyrant, incapable of pity or remorfe j and 
the haughty minifter complained of the moft 
decent and gentle oppofition, while Julian himfelf 
was rather inclined to cenfure the weaknefs of his 
own behaviour. The Ctefar had rejeded with 
abhorrence, a mandate for the levy of an extra- 
ordinary tax j a new fuperdidion, which the prae- 
fed had offered for his ftgnature j and the faithful 
pidure of the public mifery, by which he had 
been obliged to juftify his refufal, offended the 
court of Conftantius. We may enjoy the plea- 
fure of reading the fentiments of Julian, as heex- 
preffes them with warmth and freedom in a letter 
to one of his moft intimate friends. After dating 
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chap, his own conduct, he proceeds in the following 
* — t - ■ terms : “ Was it poffibte for the difciple of Plato 
“ and Ariftotle to adl otherwife than I have 
“ done ? Could I abandon the unhappy fubjetts 
“ entrufted to my care ? Was I not called upon 
«* to defend them from the repeated injuries of 
** thefe unfeeling robbers ? A tribune who de- 
* e ferts his poft is punifhed with death, and de- 
*' prived of the honours of burial. With what 
“ juftice could I pronounce his fentence, if, tin 
“ the hour of danger, I inyfelf neglefted a duty 
** far more facred and far more important ? God 
** has placed me in this elevated poft ; his pro- 
“ vidence will guard and fupport me. Should I 
<( be condemned to fuffer, I (hall derive comfort 
“ from the teftimony of a pure and upright con- 
“ fcience. Would to heaven, that I ftill poffefled 
a counfellor like Salluft! If they think proper 
f ( to fend me a fucceflor, I lhall fubmit without 
“ reludtance ; and had much rather improve the 
“ fhort opportunity of doing good, than enjoy a 
“ long and lading impunity of evil 9 °.” The 
precarious and dependent fituation of Julian dis- 
played his virtues, and concealed his defeats. The 
young hero who Supported, in Gaul, the throne 
of Conftantius, was not permitted to reform the 
vices of the government j but he had courage to 
alleviate or to pity the diftrefs of the people. 
Unlefs he had been able to revive the martial 

9 n Ammian. xvii. 3 . Julian. Epiftol. xv. edit. Spanheim. Such 
a conduit almoft jollifies the encomium of Mamertinus. Ita illi 
anni Jpatia divila funt, ut aut Barbaras doinitet, aut civibus jura 
rellituat ; ptrpetuum profcilus, aut contra hoitcin, aut contra vitia, 
cert amen. 

4 fpiri$ 
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fpirit of the Romans, or to introduce the arts of c H A Pi 
induftry and refinement among their favage ene- - ^ ' * 

inies, he could not entertain any rational hopes 
of lecuring the public tranquillity, either by the 
peace or conqueft of Germany. Yet the victories 
of Julian fufpended, for a fhort time, the inroads 
of the Barbarians, and delayed the ruin of the 
Weftern Empire. 

His lalutary influence reftored the cities of Defcrip, 
Gaul, which had been fo long expofed to the evils ° 
of civil difcord. Barbarian war, and domeftic 
tyranny j and the fpirit of induftry was revived 
with the hopes of enjoyment. Agriculture, ma- 
nufactures and commerce again flourifhed under 
the protection of the laws j and the curia, or civil 
corporations, were again filled with ufeful and 
refpeCtable members : the youth were no longer 
apprehenfive of marriage ; and married perfons 
were no longer apprehenfive of pofterity : the 
pubiic and private feftivals were celebrated with 
cuftomary pomp ; and the frequent and fecure 
intercourfe of the provinces difplayed the image 
of national profperity 8 *. A mind like that of 
Julian, muft have felt the general happinefs of 
which he was the author ; but he viewed, with 
peculiar fatisfaCtion and complacency, the city of 
Paris ; the feat of his winter refidence, and the 
objeCt even of his partial affeCtion •*. That fplen- 

did 

9 * Libanius, Orat. Parental, in Imp. Julian, c. 38. in Fabricius 
Bibliothec. Graec. tom. vii. p. 263, 264. 

9 * See Julian, in Mifopogon. p. 340, 341. The primitive ftate of 
Paris is ilhiftrated by Henry Valerius (ad Ammian. xx. 4.), his 
jprother Hadrian Valefius, or de Valois, and M. d'Anville (in their 

refpcftive 
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C xix P " ^ capital, which now embraces an ample terri-* 
tory on either fide of the Seine, was originally 
confined to the fmall ifland in the midft of the 
river, from whence the inhabitants derived a 
fupply of pure and falubrious water. The river 
bathed the foot of the walls } and the town was 
acceflible only by two wooden bridges. A foreft 
overfpread the northern fide of the Seine j but on 
the fouth, the ground, which now bears the name 
of the Univerfity, was inlenfibly covered with 
boufes, and adorned with a palace and amphi-. 
theatre, baths, an aqueduft, and a field of Mars 
for the exercife of the Roman troops. The fe~ 
verity of the climate was tempered by the neigh- 
bourhood of the ocean ; and with fome precau- 
tions, which experience had taught, the vine and 
fig-tree were fuccefsfully cultivated. But, in re- 
markable winters, the Seine was deeply frozen * 
and the huge pieces of ice that floated down the 
ftream, might be compared, by an Afiatic, to the 
blocks of white marble which were extra&ed from 
the -quarries of Phrygia. The licentioufnefs and 
corruption of Antioch, recalled to the memory 
of Julian the fevere and Ample manners of his 
beloved Lutetia 93 ; where the amufements of the 
theatre were unknown or defpifed. He indig- 
nantly contrafted the effeminate Syrians with the 
brave and honed fimplicity of the Gauls, and al- 

fldpe&ive Notitias of ancient Gaul), the Abbe de Longuerue De- 
fcription de la France, tom. i. p. i*, 13. and M. Bonamy (in the 
Mem. de 1 ’ Academic des Infcriptions, to®. *v. p. 656 — 691.). 

9 t Tu> 4>»x»v Mvuniat. Julian, in Mifopogon. p. 340. Leucetia, 
»r Lutetia, was the ancient name of the city which, according to the 
falhion of the fourth century, aflumed the tetcitorial appellation of 
tariji'u 
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mod forgave the intemperance, which was the CHAP, 
only (tain of the Celtic character 9 *. If Julian . Xl *‘ ‘ 
could now revifit the capital of France, he might 
converfe with men of fcience and genius, capable 
of underftanding and of inftrufting a difciple of 
the Greeks ; he might excufe the lively and grace- 
ful follies of a nation, whofe martial fpirit has 
never been enervated by the indulgence ofluxury $ 
and he mull applaud the perfection of that inefti- . 
mable art, which foftens and refines and embel- 
Jifhes the intercourfe of focial life. 

9* Julian, in Mifopogon. p. 359, 360. 
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CHAP. XX. 

5 The Motives , Progrefs , Effects of the ConverfjoH 

of Conjlantine. — Legal Ejlablifhment and Covjlitu- 
tion of the Cbrijlian or Catholic Church . 

chap, f g A HE public eftablifliment of Chriftianity 
X may be confidered as one of thofe im- 
portant and domeftic revolutions which excite the 
moll lively curiofity, and afford the moft valuable 
inftru&ion. The victories and the civil policy of 
Conftantine no longer influence, the ftate of 
Europe } but a confiderable portion of the globe 
Hill retains the impreflion which it received from 
the conversion of that monarch j and the eccle- 
fiaftical inftitutions of his reign are ftill conne&ed, 
by an indiffoluble chain, with the opinions, the 
paflions, and the inrerefts of the prefent genera- 
tion. 

Dateofthe In the confideration of a fubjeft which may be 
of n co r n° n examined with impartiality, but cannot be viewed 
ftantine. with indifference, a difficulty immediately arifes 
of a very unexpected nature ; that of afcertaining 
the real and precife date of the converfion ofCon- 
A.D. 3t>«, ftantine. The eloquent La&antius, in the midft 
of his court, feems impatient * to proclaim to the 

world 

* The date of the Divine Inftitutions of Laflantius has been ac- 
curately difcuft'ed, difficulties have been ft.irted, folutions propofed, 
and an expedient imagined of two original editions ; the former pub- 
Klhcd during the perfecution of Diocletian, the latter under that of 
Licinius. See Dufrcfnoy, Prefat. p. v. Tiilemont, Mem. Eccle- 

flaft. 
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world the glorious example of the fovereign of c ha p> 

• _ i Aa» 

Gaul j who, in the Firft moments of his reign, ac- > v — > 

knowledged and adored the majefty of the true 
and only God \ The learned Eufebius has af- 
cribed the faith of Conftanrine to the miraculous 
fign which was difplayed in the heavens whilft he 
meditated and prepared the Italian expedition 3 . A.D. 31*; 
The hiftorian Zofimus malicioufly aflerts, that the 
emperor had embrued his hands in the blood of 
his eldeft fon, before he publicly renounced the 
gods of Rome and of his anceftors *. The per- a.d. 316. 
plexity produced by thefe difcordant authorities, 
is derived from the behaviour of Conftantine him- 
felf. According to the ftriftnefs of ecclefiafticai 
language, the firft of the Cbrijlian emperors was 
unworthy of that name, till the moment of his 
death ; fince it was only during his laft illnefs A.D. 337., 
that he received, as a catechumen, the impofition 

Haft. tom. vi. p. 465 — 470. Lardner’s Credibility, part ii. rol. vii. 
p. 78 — 86. For my own part, I am aJmcft convinced that Laotantius 
dedicated his Inftitutions to the fovereign of Gaul, at a time when 
Galerius, Maximin, and even Licinius, pcrfecuted the Chriftians j 
that is, between the years 306 and 311. 

1 Laftant. Divin. Ir.ititut. i. 1. vii. 27. The firft and mod im- 
portant of thefe paffages is indeed wanting in twenty-eight rr.anu- 
feripts 5 but it is found in nineteen. If we weigh the comparative 
value of thofe manuferipts, one of 900 years old, in the king of 
France's library, may be alleged in it’s favour ; but the paffage is 
omitted in the correfl manufeript of Bologna, which the P. de 
Montfaucon aferibes to the fixth or feventh century (Diarium 
Italic, p. 409.). The tafte of moft of the editors (except Ifaeus, 
fee Laftant. edit. Dufrefnoy, tom. i. p. 596.) has felt the genuine 
ftyle of La&antius. 

J Eufeb. in Vit. Conftant.- 1 . i. c. *7—32. 

* Zofimus, 1 . ii. p. 104, 

«f 
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CHAP, of hands 5 , and was afterwards admitted, by the 
. ' . initiatory rites of baptifm, into the number of 

the faithful 6 . The Chriftianity of Conftantine 
mull be allowed in a much more vague and qua- 
lified fenfe j and the niceft accuracy is required in 
tracing the flow and almofl imperceptible grada- 
* tions by which the monarch declared himfelf the 

proceftor, and at length the profelyte, of the 
church. It was an arduous talk to eradicate the 
habits and prejudices of his education, to ac- 
. knowledge the divine power of Chrift, and to un- 

derftand that the truth of bis revelation was in- 
compatible with the worfhip of the gods. The 
obftacles which he had probably experienced in 
his own mind, inftrudted him to proceed with 
caution in the momentous change of a national 
f religion} and he infenfibly difcovered his new 

opinions, as far as he could enforce them with 


5 That rite was always ufcd in making a catechumen (fee Bing- 
ham’s Antiquities, 1 . x. c. i. p.419. Dom. Chardon, Htft. de* 
Sacremens, tom. i. p. 62.), and Conftantine received it for the frfi 
time (Eufeb. inVit. Conflant. 1 . iv. c. 61.) immediately before his 
baptifm and death. From the connection of thefe two fails, Valefius 
(ad loc. Eufeb.) has drawn the conclufion which is reluctantly ad- 
mitted by Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, tom. iv. p. 6*8.), and 
oppofed with feeble arguments by Moflieim (p. 968.). 

6 Eufeb. inVit. Conftant. 1 . iv. c. 61, 6*, 63. The legend of 
Conftantinc’s baptifm at Rome, thirteen years before his death, was 
invented in the eighth century, as a proper motive for his dotation. 
Such has been the gradual progrefs of knowledge, that a ftory, of 
which Cardinal Baronius (Annal. Eccleliaft. A. D. 324, No. 
43 — 49.) declared himfelf the unbluihing advocate, is now feebly 
fupported, even within the verge of the Vatican. See the Antiqui- 
tates Chriftianae, tom. ii. p. 232 ; a work publifhed with fix appro- 
bations at Rome, in the year 1731, by Father Mamachi, a learned 
Dominican. 
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fafety and with effeft. During the whole courfe c h^a p. 
of his reign, the ftream of Chrifbianicy flowed w-v-w 
\vith a gentle, though accelerated, motion : but 
its general direction was fometimes checked, and 
fometimes diverted, by the accidental circuin- 
ftances of the times, and by the prudence, or pof- 
Iibly by the caprice, of the monarch. His mini- 
fters were permitted to fignify the intentions of 
their mafter in the various language which w'as 
bell adapted to their refpective principles 7 } and 
he artfully balanced the hopes and fears of his fub- 
jetts, by publilhing in the fame year two edidts ; A.D. 311. 
the firft of which enjoined the folcmn obfervance 
of Sunday 8 , and the fecond directed the regular 
confultation of the Arufpices While this im- 
portant revolution yet remained in fufpenfe, the 
Chriflians and the Pagans watched the conduct of 
their fovereign with the fame anxiety, but with 
very oppofite fentiments. The former were 
prompted by every motive of zeal, as well as va- 
nity, to exaggerate the marks of his favour, and 
the evidences of his faith. The latter, till their 
juft apprehenfions were changed into defpair and 

7 The quarftor, or fecretary, who compoftd the law of the 
Tbeodofian Code, makes his mafter fay with indifference, “ homini- 
“ bus fupradift* religionis” ( 1 . xvi. tit. ii. leg. i.). The minifter 
of ecclefiaftical affairs was allowed a more devout and rcfpecHul 
ftyle, t»c i» W(U» ttai ayittrermf *a8»Xi»iic Spttrsiloc ; the legal, ,moft 
holy, and Catholic worfhip. See Eufeb. Hift. Ecclef. 1 .x. c. 6 . 

* Cod. Theodof. 1 . ii. tit. viii. leg. i. Cod. Juftinian. 1 , Hi. tit. 
xii. leg. 3. Conftantine ftyles the Lord's day diet Jolit, a name 
which could not offend the ears of his Pagan fubjeits. 

9 Cod. Theod. 1 . xvi. tit. x. leg. 1. Godefroy, in the character 
of a commentator, endeavours (tom. vi. p. 257.) to excufe Con- 
ftantine , but the more zealous Baronius ( Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 321, 

No. 18.) cenfures his profane conduit with truth and afpcrity. 

Vol. III. R rcfent- 
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C *xx P re ^ entment » attempted to conceal from the world, 
and from themfelvcs, that the gods of Rome 
could no longer reckon the emperor in the num- 
ber of their votaries. The fame paflions and pre- 
judices have engaged the partial writers of the 
times to conned the public profeffion of Chrif- 
tianity with the moft glorious or the moil igno- 
minious sera of the reign of Conftantine. 

Whatever fymptoms of Chriftian piety might 
fcon. tranfpire in the difcourfes or adions of Conftan- 
tine, he perfevered till he was near forty years of 
age in the pradice of the eftabliihed religion ** ; 
and the fame condud which in the court of Nico- 
media might be imputed to his fear, could be 
afcribed only to the inclination or policy of the 
fovereign of Gaul. His liberality reftored and 
enriched the temples of the gods : the medals 
which iflued from his Imperial mint are impreffed 
with the figures and attributes of Jupiter and 
Apollo, of Mars and Hercules ; and his filial piety 
incrcafed the council of Olympus by the folemn 
apotheofis of his father Conftantius But the 
devotion of Conftantine was more peculiarly di- 
reded to the genius of the Sun, the Apollo 
of Greek and Roman mythology •, and he was 
pleafed to be reprefented with the fymbols of the 

*° Theodoret ( 1 . i. c. 18.) feems to inftnuate that Helena gave 
her fon a Chriftian education ; but we may be allured, from the 
fuperior authority of Eufebius (in Vit. Conftant. 1 . iii, c. 47.), 
that fire herfelf was indebted to Conftantine for the knowledge of 
Chriftianity. • 

11 See the medals of Conftantine in Ducange and Banduri. At 
few cities had retained the privilege of coining, almoft all the medals 
•of that age iffued from the mint under the fanflioa of the Imperial 
authority. 

Gcd 


Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


2+3 

God of Light and Poetry. The unerring fhafts C ?^ p ‘ 
of that deity, the brightnefs of his eyes, his laurel ■_ - t - , * 
•wreath, immortal beauty, and elegant accom- 
plifhments, feem to point him out as the patron 
of a young hero. The altars of Apollo were 
crowned with the votive offerings ofConftantine j 
and the credulous multitude were taught to be- 
lieve, that the emperor was permitted to behold 
with mortal eyes the vifible majefty of their tu- 
telar deity ; and that, either waking or in a vifion, 
he was bleffed with the aulpicious omens of a long 
and viftorious reign. The Sun was univerfally 
celebrated as the invincible guide and protestor 
of Conftantinej and the Pagans might reafonably 
cxpeft that the infulted god would purfue with 
unrelenting vengeance the impiety of his ungrate- 
ful favourite *\ 

As long as Conftantine exercifed a limited H *P ro * 
fovereignty over the provinces of Gaul, his Chrif- Chriftiant 
tian fubje&s were protected by the authority, and a.d? 30* 
perhaps by the laws, of a prince, who wifely left “3 1 *- 
to the gods the care of vindicating their own ho- 
nour. If we may credit the affertion of Conftan- 
tine himfelf, he had been an indignant fpedtator 
of the favage cruelties which were infli&ed, by the 
hands of Roman foldiers, on thofe citizens whofe 
religion was their only crime 13 . In the Eaft and 

in 

11 The panegyric of Eumenitis (vii. inter Panegyr. Vet.),' which 
was pronounced a few months before the Italian war, abounds with 
the moft unexceptionable evidence of the Pagan fuperftition of Con- 
ftantine, and of his particular veneration for Apollo, or the Sun j to 
which Julian alludes (Orat. vii. p. zaS. air.Xnw<w j-«.). See Com- 
mentaire de Spanheim fur les Cefars, p. 317. 

•J Conftantin. Orat. ad Sanftos, c. *5. But it might eafily be 
(hewn, that the Greek tranflator has improved the fenfe of the Latin 

R z original ; 


Digitized by Google 



THE DECLINE ANI> FALL 


244 - 


CHAP. i n the Weft, he had feen the different effe&s of 
XX* 

feverity and indulgence ; and as the former was 
rendered ftill more odious by the example of Ga- 
krius, his implacable enemy, the latter was re- 
commended to his imitation by the authority and 
advice of a dying father. The fon of Conftan- 
tius immediately fufpended or repealed the edicts 
of perfecution, and granted the free exercife of 
their religious ceremonies to all thofe who had al- 
ready profeffed themfelves members of the church. 
They were foon encouraged to depend on the 
favour as well as on the juftice of their fovereign, 
who had imbibed a fecret and fincerc reverence 
for thq name of Chrift > and for the God of the 
Chriftians* 4 . 

About five months after the conqucft of Italy, 
the emperor made a folemn and authentic decla- 
ration of his fentiments,. by the celebrated edift 
of Milan, which reftored peace to the Catholic 
church. In the perfonal interview of the two 
weftern princes, Conftantine, by the afcendant 
of genius and power, obtained the ready concur- 
rence of his colleague Licinius> the union of 
their names and authority difarmed the fury of 
Maximin j and, after the death of the tyrant of 
the Eaft, the edict of Milan was received as a ge- 
neral and fundamental law of the Roman world 1 *. 

The 

original ; and the aged emperor might reeollefl the perfecution of 
Diocletian with a more lively abhorrence than he had a&ually felt i» 
the days of his youth and Paganifm. 

■4- Sec Eufeb. Hill. Ecclef. 1. viii. 13. 1. ix. 9. and inVit. Conft. 
J. i. c. ifi, 17. Laftant. Divin. Inftitut. i. 1. Ctecilius de Mort. 
Perfecut. c. aj. 

*J Csccilius (de Mort. Perfecut. c. 48.) has preferved the Latin 
original 3 and Eul'ebius (Hift. Ecclef. 1 . x. c. 5.) has given a Greek 

tr inflation 
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The wifdom of the emperors provided for the ch ap. 
reftitution of all the civil and religious rights of . ' ^ ' r 
which the Chriftians had beenfo unjuftly deprived. 

It was enaded, that the places of worlhip, and 
public lands, which had been confifcated, fhould 
be reftored to the church, without difpute, without 
delay, and without expence : and this fevere in- 
junction was accompanied with a gracious pro- 
mife, that if any of the purchafers had paid a fair 
and adequate price, they fhould be indemnified 
from the Imperial treafury. The falutary regu- 
lations which guard the future tranquillity of the 
faithful, are framed on the principles of enlarged 
and equal toleration ; and fuch an equality mult 
have been interpreted by a recent fed as an ad- 
vantageous and honourable diftindion. The two 
emperors proclaim to the world, that they have 
granted a free and abfolute power to the Chrif- 
tians, and to all others, of following the religion 
which each individual thinks proper to prefer, to 
which he has addided his mind, and which he 
may deem the beft adapted to his own ufe. They 
carefully explain every ambiguous word, remove 
every exception, and exad from the governors of 
the provinces a ftrid obedience to the true and 
fimple meaning of an edid, which was defigned 
to ettablilh and fecure, without any limitation, the 
claims of religious liberty. They condefcend 
to affign two weighty reafons which have induced 
them to allow this univerfal toleration : the hu- 
mane intention of confulting the peace and hap- 

tranflation of this perpetual edift, which refers to fome provisional 
regulations, 

R 3 pineJi 
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C xx P P ine ^ s t ^ ie ^ r P e0 P^ e » an d the pi° us hope, that, 
t — , ‘ bv fuch a conduct, they lhall appeafe and pro- 
pitiate the Deity , whofe feat is in heaven. They 
gratefully acknowledge the many fignal proofs 
which they have received of the divine favour; 
and they truft that the fame Providence will for 
ever continue to protect the profperity of the 
prince and people. From thefe vague and inde- 
finite expreflions of piety, three fuppofitions may 
be deduced, of a different, but not of an incom- 
patible, nature. The mind of Conftantine might 
iluduate between the Pagan and the Chriftian re- 
ligions. According to the loofe and complying 
notions of polytheifm, he might acknowledge the 
God of the Chriftians as one of the many deities 
who compofed the hierarchy of heaven. Or per- 
haps he might embrace the philofophic and pleat- 
ing idea, that, notwithftanding the variety of 
names, of rites, and of opinions, all the feels and 
all the nations of mankind are united in the wor- 
Ihip of the common Father and Creator of the 
univerfe ,6 . 

tJf* »b«i But the counfels of princes are more frequently 
the U Qi rift influenced by views of temporal advantage, than 
ian mo- by confiderations of abftraft and fpeculative truth. 
rahty ‘ The partial and increafing favour of Conftantine 


A panegyric of Conftantine, pronounced feveu or eight months 
after the edift of Milan (fee Gothofred. Chronolog. Legum, p. 7. 
and Tillemont, Hift. des Empereurs, tom. iv. p. 146.), ufes the 
following remarkable expreflion s “ Sumrae rerum fator, cujus tot 
“ nomina funt, quot linguas gentium e(Te voluifti, quern enim te 
“ ipfe dici velis, feire non poflumus.” Panegyr. Vet. ix. 26. In 
explaining Conftantine’s progrefs in thefaith, Molheim (p. 571, &c.) 
is ingenious, fubtle, prolix. 

S may 
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may naturally be referred to the efteem which he c £ X A p * 
entertained for the moral character of the Chrif- 
tians ; and to a perfuafion, that the propagation 
of the gofpel would inculcate the practice of pri- 
vate and public virtue. Whatever latitude an 
abfolute monarch may aflume in his own condud, 
whatever indulgence he may claim for his own 
pafllons, it is undoubtedly his intereft that all his 
fubjedslhould refped the natural and civil obliga- 
tions of fociety. But the operation of the wifeft 
laws is imperfect and precarious. They feldom 
infpire virtue, they cannot always reftrain vice. 

Their power is infufficient to prohibit all that they 
condemn, nor can they always punifh the adlions 
which they prohibit. The legiflators of antiquity 
had fummoned to their aid the powers of educa- 
tion and of opinion. But every principle which 
had once maintained the vigour and purity of 
Rome and Sparta, was long fince extinguilhed in 
a declining and defpotic empire. Philofophy (till 
exercifed her temperate fway over the human 
mind, but the caufe of virtue derived very feeble 
fupport from the influence of the Pagan fuperfti- 
tion. Under thefe dilcouraging circumftances, a 
prudent magiftrate might obferve with pleafure 
the progrefs of a religion which difFufed among 
the people a pure, benevolent, and univerfal fyf- 
tem of ethics, adapted to every duty and every 
condition of life* recommended as the will and 
reafon of the Supreme Deity, and enforced by the 
fanttion of eternal rewards or punilhments. The 
experience of Greek and Roman hiftory could not 
inform the world how far the fyftem of national 

R4 manners 


Digitized by Google 



24 $ 

CHAP. 

XX. 

V 1 1 1 1 


Thtory 
ami prac- 
tice of paf- 
five obedi- 
ence. 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 

manners might be reformed and improved by the 
precepts of a divine revelation ; and Conftantine 
might Men with fome confidence to the flattering, 
and indeed reafonable, afiurances of La&antius. 
The eloquent apologift feemed firmly to expedl:, 
and almoft ventured to promife, that the efta^ 
blifhment of Chriftianity would reftore the inno- 
cence and felicity of the primitive age ; that the 
worfhip of the true God would extinguilh war and 
dilTenfion among thofe who mutually confidered 
themfelves as the children of a common parent i 
that every impure defire, every angry or felfilh 
paffion, would be reftrained by the knowledge of 
the gofpel •, and that the magifirates might fheath 
the Iword of juftice among a people who would be 
univerfally actuated by the fentiments of truth and 
piety, of equity and moderation, ofharmony and 
univerfal love 11 . 

The pafiive and unrefifting obedience, whiefy 
bows under the yoke of authority, or even of op- 
prefiion, mud have appeared, in the eyes of art 
abfolute monarch, the mod confpicuous and uie- 
ful of the evangelic virtues ,9 . The primitive 
Chriftians derived the inftitution of civil govern- 
ment, not from the confent of the people, but 
from the decrees of heaven. The reigning em- 
peror, though he had ufurped the feeptre by trea- 

*7 See the elegant defeription of La&antnis (Divin. Inftitut. v. 
S.), who is much more perfpicuous and pofitive than it becomes a 
difereat prophet. 

,!i The political fyftem of the Chriftians is explained by Grotius, 
tie Jure Belli ct Pads, 1 . i. c. 3, 4. Grotius was a republican and 
an exile, but the mildnefs of his temper inclined him to fuppoit th? 
eftabliftied powers. 

fon 
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Ton and murder, immediately aflumed the facred CHAP, 
chara&er of vicegerent of the Deity, To the . ' / 
Deity alone he was accountable for the abufe of 
his power; and his fubjeds were indiffolubly 
bound, by their oath of fidelity, to a tyrant, who 
had violated every law of nature and fociety. 

The humble Chriltians were fent into the world 
as fheep among wolves ; and fince "they were not 
permitted to employ force, even in the defence of 
their religion, they {hould be ftill more criminal 
if they were tempted to fhed the blood of their 
fellow-creatures, in difputing the vain privileges, 
or the fordid poffefiions, of this tranfitory life. 

Faithful to the dodrine of the apoftle, who in 
the reign of Nero had preached the duty of un- 
conditional fubmiffion, the Chriftians of the three 
firft centuries preferved their confcience pure and 
innocent of the guilt of fecret confpiracy, or open 
rebellion, While they experienced the rigour of 
perfecution, they were never provoked either to 
meet their tyrants in the field, or indignantly to 
withdraw themfelves into fome remote and fe- 
queftered corner of the globe* 9 . The proteftants 
pf France, of Germany, and of Britain, who af- 
ferted with fuch intrepid courage their civil and 
religious freedom, have been inlulted by the in- 
vidious comparifon between the condud of the 

*9 Tertullian. Apolog. c. 31. 34, 35, 3 6. Tamen nunquam 
Albiniani, nec Nigriani vel Cafliani inveniri potuerunt Chriltiani. 

Ad Scapulam, c. 2. If this affertion be ftri&ly true, it excludes the 
Chriftians of that age from all civil and military employments, 
which would have compelled them to take an aftive part in the 
fervice of their refpe&ivc governors. See Moyle's Works, vol. ii‘ 

34 - 9 , 
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chap, primitive and of the reformed Chriftians *°. Per- 
v _'■ haps, inftead of cenfure, fome applaUfe may be 
due to the fuperior fenfe and fpirit of our an- 
ceftors, who had convinced themfelves that re- 
ligion cannot abolifh the unalienable rights of 
human nature *\ Perhaps the patience of the 
primitive church may be aferibed to its weaknefs, 
as well as to its virtue. A fed of unwarlike ple- 
beians, without leaders, without arms, without 
fortifications, muft have encountered inevitable 
deftrudion in a rafh and fruitlefs refiftance to the 


Divine 
right of 
Conftan- 
tine. 


mafter of the Roman legions. But the Chriftians, 
when they deprecated the wrath of Diocletian, or 
folicited the favour of Conftantine, could allege, 
with truth and confidence, that they held the prin- 
ciple of paflive obedience, and that, in the fpace 
of three centuries, their condud had always been 
conformable to their principles. They might 
add, that the throne of the emperors would be 
eftablifhed on a fixed and permanent bafis, if all 
their fubjeds embracing the Chriftian dodrine, 
fhould learn to fuffer and to obey. 

In the general order of Providence, princes and 
tyrants are confidered as the minifters of Heaven, 
appointed to rule or to chaftife the nations of the 
earth. But facred hiftory affords many illuftrious 


See the artful Boffuet (Hift. des Variations des Eglifes Pro- 
teftantes, tom. iii. p. 110—158.), and the malicious Bayle (tom. ii. 
p. 610.). I name Bayle, for he was certainly the author of the Avia 
aux Refugies ; confult the Dtflionnaire Critique de Chauffepie, 
tom. i. part ii. p. 145. 

11 Buchanan is the earlieft, or at leaft the moft celebrated, of the 
reformers, who has juftified the theory of refiftance. See his Dia- 
logue de Jure Regni apud Scotos, tom, ii. p. >8. 30. edit. foJ. 
Ruddiman, 

examples 
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examples of the more immediate interpofition of chap. 
the Deity in the government of his chofen people. , v ~ 
The feeptre and the fword were committed to the 
hands of Mofes, of Jolhua, of Gideon, of David, 
of the Maccabees j the virtues of thofe heroes 
were the motive or the effeft of the Divine favour, 
the fuccefs of their arms was deftined to atchieve 
the deliverance or the triumph of the church. 

If the judges of Ifrael were occafional and tem- 
porary magiftrates, the kings of Judah derived 
from the royal unftion of their great anceftor, an 
hereditary and indefeafible right, which could not 
be forfeited by their own vices, nor recalled by 
the caprice of their fubjefts. The fame extraor- 
dinary providence, which was no longer confined 
to the Jewilh people, might eleft Conftantine and 
his family as the proteftors of the Chriftian world ; 
and the devout Laftantius announces, in a pro- 
phetic tone, the future glories of his long and 
univerfal reign “. Galerius and Maximin, Max- 
entius and Licinius, were the rivals who lhared 
with the favourite of heaven the provinces of the 
empire. The tragic deaths of Galerius and Maxi- 
min foon gratified the refentment, and fulfilled the 
fanguine expeftations, of the Chriftians. The 
fuccefs of Conftantine againft Maxentius and Li- 
cinius, removed the two formidable competitors 
who ftill oppofed the triumph of the fecond 
David, and his caufe might feem to claim the 
peculiar interpofition of Providence. The cha- 

12 Laftant. Divin. Inftitut. i. t.' Eufebius, in the courfe of hi* 
hiftory, his life, and his oration, repeatedly inculcates the divin* 
right of Conftantine to the empire, 

rafter 
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chap, rafter of the Roman tyrant difgraced the purple 
■ and human nature ; and though the Chriftians 

might enjoy his precarious favour, they were ex- 
pofed, with the reft of his fubjefts, to the effects 
of his wanton and capricious cruelty. The con- 
duct of Licinius foon betrayed the reluftance 
with which he had confented to the wife and hu- 
mane regulations of the edift of Milan. The 
convocation of provincial fynods was prohibited 
in his dominions ; his Chriftian officers were ig- 
nominioufly difmifled ; and if he avoided the 
guilt, or rather danger, of a general perfecution, 
his partial oppreffions were rendered ftill more 
odious, by the violation of a folemn and volun- 
tary engagement * 3 . While the Eaft, according 
to the lively expreffion ofEufebius, was involved 
in the fhades of infernal darknefs, the aufpicious 
rays of celeftial light warmed and illuminated the 
provinces of the Weft. The piety of Conftantine 
was admitted as an unexceptionable proof of the 
juftice of his arms and his ufe of viftory con- 
firmed the opinion of the Chriftians, that their 
hero was infpired, and conducted, by the Lord of 
Elofts. The conqueft of Italy produced a gene- 
ral edidt of toleration and as foon as the defeat 
of Licinius had inverted Conftantine with the foie 
A.D. 324. dominion of the Roman world, he immediately, 
by circular letters, exhorted all his fubjefts to 
imitate, without delay, the example of their fove- 

V? Oor imperfect knowledge of the perfecution of Licinius is de- 
rived from Eufebius (Hid. Ecclef. 1 . x. c. 8. Vit. Conftantin. 1 . i. 
c. 49—36. 1 . ii. c, j, 2.). Aurelius Viftor ipentigns his cruelty 
in general term*. 

reign. 
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reign, and to embrace the divine truth of Chrifti- 
anity * 4 . 

The aflurance that the elevation of Conftan- 
tine was intimately connected with the defigns of 
Providence, inftilled into the minds of the Chrift- 
ians two opinions, which, by very different means, 
aflifted the accompliftiment of the prophecy* 
Their warm and attive loyalty exhaufted in his 
favour every refource of human induftry j and 
they confidently expedled that their ftrenuous ef- 
forts would be feconded by fome divine and mira- 
culous aid. The enemies of Conftantine have 
imputed to interefted motives the alliance which 
he infenfibly contra&ed with the Catholic church, 
and which apparently contributes to the fuccefs of 
his ambition. In the beginning of the fourth 
century, the Chriftians ftill bore a very inadequate 
proportion to the inhabitants of the empire; but 
among a degenerate people, who viewed the 
change of mafters with the indifference of flaves, 
the fpirit and union of a religious party might af- 
lift the popular leader, to whofe fervice, from a 
principle of confcience, they had devoted their 
lives and fortunes * 5 . The example of his father 
had inftrutted Conftantine to efteem and to re- 
ward the merit of the Chriftians ; and in the dif- 

*4 Eufeb. in Vit. Conftant. 1 . ii. c. 24—42. 48—60. 

*5 In the beginning of the laft century, the Papifts of England 
were only a thirtieth, and the Proteftants of France only a fifteenth part 
of the refpeilive nations, to whom their fpirit and power were a con- 
ftant objeft of apprehenfion. See the relations which Bentivoglio 
(who was then nuncio at BrulTels, and afterwards cardinal) tranf- 
piitted to the court of Rome (Relazione, tom. ii. p. an. 241.). 
Bentivoglio was curious, well-informed, but fomewhat partial. _ 

c tribution 
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CHAP, tribution of public offices, he had the advantage 
» ^ ‘ ■ of ftrengthening his government, by the choice of 

' minifters or generals, in whofe fidelity he could 
repofe a juft and unreferved confidence. By the 
influence of thefe dignified miffionaries, the pro- 
felytes of the new faith muft have multiplied in 
the court and army ; the Barbarians of Germany, 
who filled the ranks of the legions, were of a care- 
lefs temper, which acquiefced without refiftance 
in the religion of their commander j and when 
they paded the Alps, it may fairly be prefumed, 
that a great number of the foldiers had already 
confecrated their fwords to the fervice of Chrift 
and of Conftantine 16 . The habits of mankind, 
and the intereft of religion, gradually abated the 
horror of war and bloodlhed, which had fo long 
prevailed among the Chriftians j and in the coun- 
cils which were afiembled under the gracious pro- 
'tedlion of Conftantine, the authority of the bifhops 
was feafonably employed to ratify the obligation 
of the military oath, and to inflifl the penalty of 
excommunication on thofe foldiers who threw 
away their arms during the peace of the church 1T . 
While Conftantine, in his own dominions, en- 
creafed the number and zeal of his faithful ad- 
herents, he could depend on the fupport of a 

15 This carelefs temper of the Germans appears almoft uniformly 
in the hiftory of the converlion of each of the tribes. The legions of 
Conftantine were recruited with Germans (Zofimus, 1. ii. p. 86.) j 
and the court even of his father had iieen filled with Chriftians. See 
the firft book of the Life of Conftantine, by Eufebius. 

*7 De his qui arma projiciunt in face, placuit eos abftinere a com- 
munione. Concil. Arelat. Canon iii. The bell critics apply thefe 
Words to the fcacc of the church . 

powerful 
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powerful fa&ioifc in thofe provinces, which were c p 
ftill poflefled or ufurped by his rivals. A fecret w-y — 1 
difaffedtion was difrufed among the Chriftian 
fubjedts of Maxentius and Licinius ; and the re- 
fentment which the latter did not attempt to con- 
ceal, ferved only to engage them ftill more deeply 
in the intereft of his competitor. The regular 
correfpondence which connedted the bifhops of 
the moft diftant provinces, enabled them freely 
to communicate their wilhes and their defigns, 
and to tranfmit without danger any ufeful intelli- 
gence, or any pious contributions, which might • 
promote the fervice of Conftantine, who publicly 
declared that he had taken up arms for the deli- 
verance of the church 1 '. 

The enthufiafm which infpired the troops, and 
perhaps the emperor himfelf, had fharpened their belief of 
fwords while it fatisfied their confcience. They * minw 
marched to battle with the full aflurance, that the 
fame God, who had formerly opened a pafiage to 
the Ifraelites through the waters of Jordan, and 
had thrown down the walls of Jericho at the found 
of the trumpets of Jofhua, would difplay his vi- 
fiblemajefty and power in the vidtory of Conftan- 
tine. The evidence of ecclefiaftical hiftory ispre- 

** Eufebius always confiders the fecond civil war againft Liciniua 
as a fort of religious crufade. At the invitation of the tyrant, font* 

Chriftian officers had refumed their xonet ; or, in other words, had re- 
turned to the military fervice. Their conduit was afterwards cen- 
fured by the nth canon of the council of Nice ; if this particular 
application may be received, inftead of the loofe and general fenfe of 
the Greek interpreters, Balfamon, Zonaras, and Alexis Ariftenus. 

See Beveridge, Pandeft. Ecclef. Grace, tom. i. p. 7a. tom.ii. p. 78. 
Annotation, 
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c H ^ p - pared to affirm, that their expeditions were juftt- 
■ l ' fied by the confpicuous miracle to which the 
converfion of the firft Chriflian emperor has been 
almoft unanimoufiy afcribed. The real or ima- 
ginary caufe of fo important an event, deferves 
and demands the attention of pofterity } and I 
lhall endeavour to form a juft eftimate of the fa- 
mous vifion of Conftantine, by a diftindt conft- 
deration of the Jlandard , the dream , and the cclefiial 
fign } by feparating the hiftorical, the natural, and 
the marvellous parts of this extraordinary ftory, 
. which, in the compofition of a fpecious argument, 
have been artfully confounded in one fplendid 
and brittle mafs. 

The Lata- J. An inftrument of the tortures which were in- 
ltamiard of flidted only on Haves and flrangers, became an 
the crofs. 0 bj c £t 0 f horror in the eyes of a Roman citizen j 
and the ideas of guilt, of pain, and of ignominy, 
were clofely united with the idea of the crofs **. 
The piety, rather than the humanity, of Conftan- 
tine, foon abolifhed in his dominions the punifh- 
ment which the Saviour of mankind had conde- 
feended to fuller 30 but the emperor had already 

*9 Nomen ipfum crudt abfit non modo a corpore civinm Roman- 
orum, fed etiam a cogitatione, ocuHs, auribus. Cicero pro Ra- 
berio, c. 5. The Cbriftian writers, Juftin, Mimicius Fxlix, Ter- 
tullian, Jerom, and Maximus of Turin, have inveftigated with to- 
lerable fuccefs the figure or likenefs of a crofs in almoft every objedl 
of nature or art j in the interfeftion of the meridian and etjuator, the 
human face, a bird flying, a man fwimming, a mail and yard, a 
plough, a fiandard, ike. &c. &c. See Liplius de Cruce, 1. i. c. 9. 

3° See Aurelius Viftor, who confiders this law as one of the ex- 
amples of Conftantine’s piety. An edift fo honourable to Chriftianity 
deferved a place in the Theodofian code, inftead of the i ml i reft men- 
tion of it, which feems to rcfult from the comparifon of the vth and 
Stviiith titles of the i^th book. 

learned 
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learned to defpife the prejudices of his education, c ^^AP- 
and of his people, before he could ere£t in the j 

midft of Rome his own ftatue, bearing a crofs in 
its right hand ; with an infcription, which referred 
the victory of his arms, and the deliverance of 
Rome, to the virtue of that falutary fign, the true 
fymbol of force and courage 3 ‘. The fame fjfm- 
bol fandified the arms of the foldiers of Conftan- 
tine j the crofs glittered on their helmet, was en- 
graved on their Ihields, was interwoven into their 
banners} and the confecrated emblems which 
adorned the perfon of the emperor himfelf, were 
diftinguifhed only by richer materials and more 
exquifite workmanfhip 3 \ But the principal 
ftandard which difplayed the triumph of the crofs 
was ftiled the Labarum ”, an obfcure, though 

3 * Eufebius, in Vit. Conftantin. 1 . i. c» 40. This ftatue, or at 
lead the crofs and infcription, may be afcribed with more probability 
to the fecond, or even the third, vifit of Conftaiitine to Rome. Im- 
mediately after the defeat of Mnxentius, the minds of the lenate and 
people were fcarcely ripe for this public monument. 

3 * Agnofcas regina libens mea figna necefle eft ; 

In t^uibus effigies crucis aut gemmata refulget 
Aut longis folido ex auro prxfertur in haltis. 

Hoc figno inviftus, tranfmiffis Alpibus Ultor 
Servitium folvit miferabile Conftantinus 
#••••••* 

Chriftus purpureum gemmanti textus in auro 
Signabat 'Labarum, clypeorum infignia Chriftus 
Scripferat; ardebat fummis crux addita criftis. 

Prudent, in Symmachum, 1 . ii. 464. 486. 

ii The derivation and meaning of the word Labarum, or Labctum, 
which is employed by Gregory Nazian2en, Ambrofe, Prudentius, 

See. ftill remain totally unknown ; in fpite of the efforts of the critics, 
who have ineffeflually tortured the Latin, Greek, Spanifh, Celtic, 

Teutonic, Illyric, Armenian, &c. in fearch of an etymology. £ee 
Ducange, in GlolT. Med. Sc infim. Latinitat. fob voce Labarum, anti 
Godefroy, ad Cod. Theodof. tom. ii. p. 143. 

Vol. Ill, S celebrated 
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celebrated name, which has been vainly derived 
from almoft all the languages of the world. It is 
deferibed 34 as a long pike interfered by a tranf- 
verlal beam. The filken veil which hung down 
from the beam, was curioully enwrought with the 
images of the reigning monarch and his children. 
The fummit of the pike fupported a crown of 
gold which inclofed the myfterious monogram, at 
once expreffive of the figure of the crofs, and the 
initial letters of the name of Chrift 3S . The fafety 
of the labarum was entrufted to fifty guards, of 
approved valour and fidelity j their ftation was 
marked by honours and emoluments ; and fome 
fortunate accidents foon introduced an opinion, 
that as long as the guards of the labarum were 
engaged in the execution, of their office, they were 
fecure and invulnerable amidft the darts of the 
enemy. In the fecond civil war Licinius felt and 
dreaded the power of this confecrated banner, the 
fight of which, in the diftrefs of battle, animated 
the foldiers of Conftantine with an invincible en- 
thufiafm, and fcattered terror and difmay through 
the ranks of the adverfe legions 3 \ The Chriftian 

emperors. 


3 + Eufeb. in Vit. Conftantin. 1 . i. c. 30, 31- Baronius (Annal. 
Ecclef. A. 0 . 31*, N° 26.) has engraved a reprefentation of the 
Labarum. 


33 Tranfversa X litera, fummo capite circumflexo, Chriftum in 
feutis notat. Caecilius de M. P. c. 44. Cuper (ad M. P. in edit. 
Laftant. tom. ii. p. 500.) and Baronius (A. D. 312. N° 25.) 
have engraved from ancient monuments fevera 1 fpecimens (as thus 
t of thefe monograms, which became extremely falhion- 
able in the Chriftian world. 


■£«*)' 


36 Eufeb. in Vit. Cgnftantin. I. ii. c. 7, 8, 9. He introduces the 
Labarum before the Italian expedition } but his narrative feems to in- 
dicate 
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emperors, who refpefted the example of Conftan-. 
tine, difplayedin all their military expeditions the 
ftandard of the crofs ; but when the degenerate 
fucceftbrs of Theodofius had ceafed to appear in 
perfon at the head of their armies, the labarum 
was depofitcd as a venerable but ufelefs relic in 
the palace of Conftantinople 37 . Its honours are 
ftill preferved on the medals of the Flavian fa- 
mily. Their grateful devotion has placed the 
monogram of Chri ft in the midft of the enfigns of 
Rome. The folemn epithets of, fafety of the re- 
public, glory of the army, reftoration of public 
happinefs, are equally applied to the religious 
and military trophies; and there is ftill extant a 
medal of the emperor Conftantius, where the 
ftandard of the labarum is accompanied with thefe 
memorable words. By this sign thou shalt 
conquer 3 *. 

II. In all occafions of danger or diftrefs, it was 
the praftice of the primitive Chriftians to fortify 
their minds and bodies by the fign of the crofs, 
■which they ufed, in all their ecclefiaftical rites, in 


dicate that it was never fhewn at the head of an army, till Conftan- 
tine, above ten years afterwards, declared himfelf the enemy of 
Licinius, and the deliverer of the church. 

37 Sec Cod. Theod. 1. vi. tit. xxv. Sozomen, 1. i. c. i. Theo- 

phan. Chronograph, p. II. Theophanes lived towards the end of 
the eighth century, almoft five hundred years after Conftantine. 
The modern Greeks were not inclined to dil’play in the field the 
llandard of the empire and of Chriftianity ; and though they depended 
on every fuperftitious hope ofdiftnce, the promile ofi liflwy would have' 
appeared too bold a fiflion. , 

3 8 The Abbe du Voifin, p. ioj, &c. alleges fevers 1 of thefe 
medals, and quotes a particular diifertation of a Jefuit, the Pere de 
Grainville, on this fubjeft. 

S a all 
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chap, all the daily occurrences of life, as an infallible 

, - ( t prefei vative againft every fpecics of fpiritual of 

temporal evil 39 . The authority of the church 
might alone have had fufficient weight to juftify 
the devotion of Conftantine, who in the fame 
prudent and gradual progrefs acknowledged the 
truth, and aflumed the l'ymbol, of Chrillianity. 
But the teftimony of a contemporary writer, who 
in a formal treatife has avenged the caufe of reli- 
gion, beftows on the piety of the emperor a more 
awful and fublime character. He affirms with 
the rnoft perfect confidence, that in the night 
ivhich preceded the laft battle againft Maxentius, 
Conftantine wasadmonifhed in a dream to inferibe 
the fhields of his foldiers with the celejtial ftgn of 
Cod , the facred monogram of the name of Chrift 
that he executed the commands of heaven, and 
that his valour and obedience were rewarded by 
the decifive vi&ory of the Milvian bridge. Some 
eonfiderations might perhaps incline a fceptical 
mind to fufpect the judgment or the veracity of 
the rhetorician, whofe pen, either from zeal or 
intereft, was devoted to the caufe of the prevail- 
ing faction He appears to have publilhed his 

deaths 

* * 

T 9 Tcmillian, de Corona, c. 3. Athanafius, tom.I. p. 101. The 
learned jefuit Petavius (Dogmata Thcolog. 1 . xv. c. 9, 10.) has 
culle&ed many ftmilar paflages on the virtues of the crol's, which in 
the laft age embarrafied our Proteftant difputants. 

43 Cxcilius, de M. P. c. 44. It is certain, that this hiftorlcal 
declamation was eoinpofed and puhlilhed, while Lkinius, fovereign 
of the Eaft, (till preferved the friendfliip of Conftantine, and of the 
Chriftiarts. Every reader of tafte mutt perceive, that the ftyle is of 
a very ditiVrcnt and inferior charafter to that of Laflantius ; and 
luch indeed is the judgment of Le Cleic and Lardncr (Bibltothetjoe 

Ancienn* 
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deaths of the perfecutors at Nicomedia about 
three years after the Roman victory •, but the in- 
terval of a thoufand miles, and a thoufand days, 
■will allow an ample latitude for the invention of 
declaimers, the credulity of party, and the tacit 
approbation of the emperor himfelf ; who might 
liften without indignation to a marvellous tale, 
which exalted his fame, and promoted his de- 
figns. in favour of Licinius, who f ill dihembled 
his animofity to the Chriftians, th-e fame author 
has provided a fmilar vifon, of a form of prayer, 
which was communicated by an angel, and re- 
peated by the whole army before they engaged 
the legions of the tyrant Maxi min. The frequent 
repetition of miracles ferves to provoke, where 
it does not fubdue, the reafon of mankind 4 * ; but 
if the dream of Conftantine is feparately confider- 
ed, it may be naturally explained either by the 
policy or the enthuOafm of the emperor. Whilft 
his anxiety for the approaching day, which mult 
decide the fate of the empire, was fufpended by a 
fhort and interrupted (lumber, the venerable 


c 


H A P. 
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Ancienne et Moderne, tpm. iii. p. 438. Credibility of the Golpe, 1 , 
&c. part ii. vol. vii. p. 94.) Three arguments from the title of the 
book, and from the names of Donatus and Cxcilius, are produced 
by the advocates for Laitantius (See the P. Leflocq, tom. ij. 
p. 46 — 60.). Each of thefe prooft is fingly weak and defeftive ; 
but their concurrence has great weight. I have often fluctuated, and 
fhall tamely follow the Colbert MS. in calling the author (whoever 
lie was) Cxcilius. 

+' Cxcilius, de M. P. c. 46. There feems to be Come reafon in 
the ohfervation of M. de Voltaire (Oeuvres, tom. xiv. p. 307.), who 
aferibes to the fuccefs of Conftantine the fuperier fame of his Labar 
rum above the angel of Licinius. Yet even this angel is favourably 
entertained by Pagi, Tillemont, Fleury, 6 cc. who are fond of en- 
sealing tlfcir flock of miracles. 
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c A p - form of Chrift, and the well-known fvmbol of 

1 y ) his religion, might forcibly offer themlelves to 

the active fancy of a prince who reverenced the 
name, and had perhaps fecretly implored the 
power, of the God of the Chriftians. As readily 
might aconfummate ftatefman indulge himfelf in 
the ule of one of thofe military ftratagems, one of 
thofe pious frauds, which Philip and Sertorius had 
employed with fuch art and effe£t 4 \ The pre- 
ternatural origin of dreams was univerfally ad- 
mitted by the nations of antiquity, and a confider- 
ablepart of the Gallic army was already prepared 
to place their confidence in the falutary fign of 
the Chriftian religion. The fecret vifion of Con- 
ftantine could be difproved only by the event; 
.and the intrepid hero who had paffed the Alps and 
the Apennine, might view with carelefs defpair 
the confequences of a defeat under the walls of 
Rome. The fenate and people, exulting in their 
own deliverance from an odious tyrant, acknow- 
ledged that the vidlory of Conftantine furpafled 
the powers of man, without daring to infinuate 
that it had been obtained by the protection of the 
Gods. The triumphal arch, which was erected 


+ : Betides thefe well known examples, Tullius (Preface to Boi- 
leau’s tranflr.tion of Longinus) has difccvercd a vifion of Antigo- 
nus, who alfurcd his troops that he had feen a pentagon (the fymbol 
of fafcty) with thefe words, “ In this conquer." But Tollius has 
111 ft incxcufably omitted to produce his authority ; and his own 
character, literary as well as moral, is not free from reproach (Sec 
Chr.ufftpie Diflicnnairc Critique, torn. iv. p. 46c). Without in- 
filling on the filcnce of Diodorus, Plutarch, Juftin, &c. it may be 
obfgivcd that Polyaenus, who in a feparate chapter ( 1 . iv. c. 6.) has 
collciled nineteen military ftratagems of Aniigcnus, is totally igno- 
rant of this remarkable vifion. 

about 
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about three years afcer the event, proclaims, in ch^ap. 
ambiguous language, that, by the greatnefs of — i 
his own mind, and by an inJlinB or impulfe of the 
Divinity, he had faved and avenged the Roman 
republic 43 . The Fagan orator, who had feized 
an earlier opportunity of celebrating the virtues 
of the conqueror, fuppofes that he alone enjoyed 
a fecret and intimate commerce with the Supreme 
Being, who delegated the care of mortals to his 
fubordinate deities; and thus afligns a very plau- 
fible reafon why the fubjedls of Conftantine fhould 
not prefume to embrace the new religion of their 
fovereign 4 *. 

III. The philofopher, who with calm fufpicion Appear- 
examines the dreams and omens, the miracles and crofs in * 
prodigies, of profane or even of ecclefiaftical the (k >'- 
hiftory, will probably conclude, that if the eyes 
of the fpedators have fometimes been deceived 
by fraud, the underftanding of the readers has 
much more frequently been inftdted by fiftion. 

Every event, or appearance, or accident, which 
feems to deviate from the ordinary courfe of na- 
ture, has been raflily afcribed to the immediate 
aftion of the Deity ; and the aftonifhed fancy of 
the multitude has fometimes given ftiape and co- 
lour, language and motion, to the fleeting but 


*3 Inftinfhi Divinitatis, mentis magnitudine. The infcription on 
the triumphal arch of Conftantine, which has been copied by Baro- 
nius, Gruter, &c. may {till be perufed by every curious traveller. 

4+ Habes profefto aliquid cum ilia mente Divina fecretum ; qua: 
delegata noftra Diis Minoribus cura uni fe tibi dignatur oftendere. 
Panegyr. Vet. it. a. 

S 4 uncommon 
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C XX P uncomrnon i^Cteors of the air +s . Nazarius anc! 

» r — ■ Eufebius are the two moft celebrated orators, who 

in ftudied panegyrics have laboured ro exalt the 
glory of Conftantine. Nine years after the Ro- 
A.D. 311. man victory, Nazarius * 6 describes an army of di- 
vine warriors, who fcemed to fall from the Iky : 
he marks their beauty, their fpirir, their gigantic 
forms, the dream of light which beamed from 
their celeftial armour, their patience in buffering 
themfelves to be heard, as well as feen, by mor- 
tals ; and their declaration that they were lent, 
that they flew, to the afiiftance of the great Con- 
ftantine. For the truth of this prodigy, the Pagan 
orator appeals to the whole Gallic nation, in whofe 
prefence he was then fpeaking ; and feems to 
hope that the ancient apparitions 47 would now 
obtain credit from this recent and public event. 
The Chriftian fable of Eufebius, which, in the 
A.D. 33*. fpace of twenty-fix years, might arife from the 
original dream, is call in a much more correct 
, and elegant mould. In one of the marches of 
Conftantine, he is reported to have feen with his 

45 M. Frerct (Memoires de PAcademie dcs Infcriptions, tom. iv. 
p.411—437.) explains, by physical caui'es, many of the prodigies 
of antiquity; and Fabricius, who is abufed by both parties, vainly 
tries to introduce the celeftial crofs of Conftantine among the lolar 
Halos. Bibliothec. Grate. tom. vi. p.8 — 29. 

+ f> Nazarius inter Panegyr. Vet. x. 14, 15. It is unneccflary to 
name the moderns, whofe undiftinguilhing and ravenous appetite has 
lwallowed even the Pagan bait of Nazarius. 

47 The apparitions of Caftor and Pollux, particularly to announce 
the Macedonian viftory, arc atteiled by hlftorians and public monu- 
ments. See Cicero de Nat-.ra Deorum, ii. a. iii. 5,6. Florus, ii. 
tz. Valerius Maximus, 1 . i. c. 8. K° 1. Yet the inoft recent 
thefe miracles is omitted, and indirectly denied by Livy (xlv. 1.). 

own 


Digitized by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


265 


own eyes the luminous trophy of the crofs, placed 
above the meridian fun, and infcribed with the 
following words : By this, conquer. This amaz- 
ing objedl in the fky adonidied the whole army, 
as well as the emperor himfelf, who was yet un- 
determined in the choice of a religion ; but his 
aftonifhment was converted into faith by the vi- 
fion of the enfuing night. Chrid appeared be- 
fore his eyes j and difplaying the fame celedial 
fign of the crofs, he diretded Conftantine to frame 
a fimilar flandard, and to march, with an aflur- 
ance of vifrory, againft Maxentius and all his 
enemies 43 . The learned bifhop of Caefarea ap- 
pears to be fenfible, that the recent difcovery of 
this marvellous anecdote would excite fome fur- 
prife and didrud among the mod pious of his 
readers. Yet, indead of afcertaining the precife 
circumdances of time and place, which always 
ferve to detect falfehood, or edablifh truth 49 ; 
indead of collecting and recording the evidence 
of fo many living witnefles, who mud have been 
fpectators of this dupendous miracle 50 ; Eufebius 
contents himfelf with alleging a very fingular 
tedimony *, that of the deceafed Condantine, who, 
many years after the event, in the freedom of con- 


C H A P. 
XX. 

I -J 


I 


4 s Eufebius, 1 . i. c. i 3 , it), 30. The filcnce of the fame Euie- 
bius, in his Eccletiaftical Hiftory, is deeply felt by thole advocate* 
for the miracle who are not abfolutciy callous. 

49 The narrative of Condantine items to indicate, that he ftw the 
crofs in the iky before he palled the Alps again ft Maxentius. The 
feene has been freed by provincial vanity at Treves, Befan^on, &c. 
See Tillemonf, Ilift. des Empereurs, torn- iv. p. 573. 

5 ° Th e pious Tiiiemont (Mem. Ecclef. tom. vii. p. 1517.) re- 
jects with a itgh the ufeful Acts of Artemius, a veteran and a martyr, 
who atteils as an eye-witnei's the vifton of Conftantine. 

verfation, 
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chap, verfation, had related to him this extraordinary 
. ! . incident of his own life, and had attefted the truth 

of it by a folemn oath. The prudence and gra- 
titude of the learned prelate forbade him to 
fufpeft the veracity of his victorious mailer ; but 
he plainly intimates, that, in a faft of fuch a na- 
ture, he fhould have refufed his afient to any 
meaner authority. This motive of credibility 
could not furvive the power of the Flavian fa- 
mily j and the celcHial fign, which the Infidels 
might afterwards deride 5 ‘, was difregarded by 
the Chrillians of the age which immediately fol- 
lowed the converfion of Conftantine s \ But the 
Catholic church, both of the Eaft and of the Weft, 
has adopted a prodigy which favours, or feems to 
favour, the popular worfhip of the crofs. The 
vifion of Conftantine maintained an honourable 
place in the legend of luperftition, till the bold 
and fagacious fpiric of criticifm prefumed to de- 
preciate the triumph, and to arraign the truth, of 
the firft Chriftian emperor 53 . 

The 

5 * Gelafius Cyiic. in Aft. Concil. Niccn. 1 . i. c. 4. 

5 1 The advocates for the vifion are unable to produce a Angle tefti- 
mony from the Fathers of the fourth and fifth centuries, who, in 
their voluminous writings, repeatedly celebrate the triumph of the 
church and of Conftantine. As thefe venerable men had not any 
diflikc to a miracle, we may fufpeft (and the fufpicion is confirmed 
by the ignorance of Jerom) that they were all unacquainted with the 
life of Conftantine by Eufebitis. This traff was recovered by the 
diligence of thofe who tranilated or continued his Ecclefialtical Hif- 
- tory, and who have reprefented in various colours the vifion of the 

crol’s. 

53 Godefroy was the firft who, in the year 1643 (Not. ad Fhi- 
loftorginm, 1. i. c. 6. p. 16.), exprelTcd any doubt of a miracle 
which had been fupported with equal zeal by Cardinal Baronius, and 

the 
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The proteftant and philofophic readers of the c hap. 
prefent age will incline to believe, that, in the ac- . _ — . 
count of his own converfion, Conftantine attefted Th ® con - 
a wilful falfehood by a folemn and deliberate per- Conftan- 

• \ r t tine 

jury. They may not helitate to pronounce, that, befmcere. 
in the choice of a religion, his mind was deter- 
mined only by a fenfe of intereft; and that (ac- 
cording to the expreflion of a profane poet ’*) he 
ufed the altars of the church as a convenient foot- 
ftool to the throne of the empire. A conclufjon 
fo harfh and fo abfolute is not, however, warrant- 
ed by our knowledge of human nature, of Con- 
ftantine, or of Chriftianity. In an age of religious 
fervour, the moft artful ftatefmen are obferved to 
feel fome part of the enthufiafm which they in- 
fpire ; and the mofl orthodox faints affume the 
dangerous privilege of defending the caufe of 


the Ccnturiators of Magdeburgh. Since that time, many of the 
Proteftant critics have inclined towards doubt and dilbehef. The 
objections are urged, with great force, by M. Chauffepie (Diftion- 
nairc Crkique, tom. iv. p. 6 — n.) ; and, in the year 1774, a doftor 
of Sorbonnc, the Abbe dn Voif.n, publifhcd an Apology, which de- 
ferves the praile of learning and moderation. 

5+ Lors Conftantin dit ccs prop re* paroles : 

J’ai renvcrle le culte des idoles ; 

Sur les debris de leurs temples fumans 
Au Dieu duCiel j’ai prodigue l’eneens. 

Ivj'ais tous mes loins pour fa grandeur fupreme 
N’eurent jamais d’autre objet que mo -memo ; 

Les faints autels n’etoient a mes regards 
Qu'un mrrehepie du tidne des Celars. 

L’ambition, la fureur, les delicts 
Etcicntmcs Tietix, avoient mes facrifices. 

L’or des Chretiens, leurs intrigues, leur fang 
Ont cimente ma fortune et men rang. 

The poem which contains thele lines may be read with pleafurc, but 
cannot be named with decency. 

tfUeh ’ 
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C x\ P ' trut ^ by the arms deceit and falfrhood. Per-< 

y - t Tonal inteteft is often the ftandard of our belief, 
as well as of our prattice ; and the fame motives 
of temporal advantage which might influence the 
public condufl and profeflions of Conftantine, 
would infenfibly difpofe his mind to embrace a 
religion fo propitious to his fame and fortunes. 
His vanity was gratified by the flattering afllirance, 
that he had been chofen by Heaven to reign over 
the earth ; fuccefs had juftified his divine title to 
the throne, and that title was founded on the 
truth of the Chriflian revelation. As real virtue 
is fometimes excited by undeferved applaufe, the 
fpecious piety of Conftantine, if at firft it was only 
fpecious, might gradually, by the influence of 
praife, of habit, and of example, be matured into 
ferious faith and fervent 'devotion. The bifhops 
and teachers of the new feft, whofe drefs and man- 
ners had not qualified them for the refidence of a 
court, were admitted to the Imperial table ; they 
accompanied the monarch in his expeditions j 
and the afcendant which one of them, an Egyp- 
tian or a Spaniard 5S , acquired over his mind, was 
imputed by the Pagans to the efretft of magic s? . 
Ea&antius, who has adorned the precepts of the 


Ji This favourite was probably the great Ofius, biftiop of Cor- 
dova, who preferred the paftoral care of the whole church to the go- 
vernment of a particular diocefe. His character is magnificently, 
though concifcly, exprefled by Athanafius (tom. i. p. 703.). See 
Tillemont, Mem. Eccief. tom. vii. p. 524 — 561. Ofius was ac- 
cufcd, perhaps unjuftly, of retiring from court with a very ample 
fortune. 

56 See Eufebius (in Vit, Conftant, paflira), and Zofimus, 1 . tu 
jP- 104. 

gofpel 
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gofpel with the eloquence of Cicero 57 j and Eu- C H A p. 
febius, who has confecrated the learning and phi- , ' ' 

lofophy of the Greeks to the fervice of religion 5S , 
were both received into the friendfhip and fami- 
liarity of their fovereign : and thofe able mailers 
of controverfy could patiently watch the foft and 
yielding moments of perfuafion, and dexteroufly 
apply the arguments which were the bed: adapted 
to his charadler and underftanding. Whatever 
advantages might be derived from the acquifition 
of an Imperial profelyte, he was diftinguilhed by 
the fplendour of his purple, rather than by the 
fuperiority of wifdom or virtue, from the many 
thoufands of his fubjedts who had embraced the 
dodlrines of Chri ftianity. Nor can it be deemed 
incredible, that the mind of an unlettered foldier 
fhould have yielded to the weight of evidence, 
which, in a more enlightened age, has fatisfied or 
fubdued the realon of a Grotius, a Pafcal, or a 
Locke. In the midft of the inceffant labours of 
his great office, this foldier employed, or affcdled 
to employ, the hours of the night in the diligent 
ftudy of the Scriptures, and the compofition of 
theological difcourles ; which he afterwards pro- 
nounced in the prefence of a numerous and 
applauding audience. In a very long difeourfe. 


57 The Chriftianity of Laftantius was of a moral, rather than of 
* myfterious call. “ Erat pxne rudis (fays the orthodox Bull) dif- 
** ciplintR Chriftiantp, et in rhctorica melius quam in theologii 
“ verfatus.” Defenfio Fidei Nicenae, feib. ii. c. 14 . 

5 * Fabricius, with his ufual diligence, has eollefied a lift of be- 
tween three and four hundred authors quoted in the Evangelical Pre- 
paration of Eufebius. See Bibliothec. Grace, 1, v. c. 4 . tom. vi. 

which 
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chap, which isffill extant, the royal preacher expatiates 
.l t _! ■ on the various proofs of religion j but he dwells 
with peculiar complacency on the Sybilline 
The fourth ver f es 59 , and the fourth eclogue of Virgil 60 . 

eclogue of . „ . D 

Virgil. Forty years before the birth of Chrift, the Man- 
tuan bard, as if infpired by the ccleftial mufe of 
Ifaiah, had celebrated, with all the pomp of Ori- 
ental metaphor, the return of the Virgin, the fall 
of the ferpent, the approaching birth of a godlike 
child, the offspring of the great Jupiter, who 
Ihould expiate the guilt of human kind, and go- 
vern the peaceful univerfe with the virtues of his 
father the rife and appearance of an heavenly 
race, a primitive nation throughout the world ; 
and the gradual reftoration of the innocence and 


felicity of the golden age. The poet was perhaps 
unconfcious of the fecret fenfe and object of thefe 
fublime predictions, which have been fo unworthily 
applied to the infant fon of a conful, or a trium- 
vir 61 : but if a more fplendid, and indeed fpecious, 
interpretation of the fourth eclogue contributed to 
the converfion of the firft Chriffian emperor, Vir- 


J 9 See Conftantin. Orat. ad Sanftos, c. 19, 20. He chiefly de- 
pends on a myfterious acroftic, compofcd in the fixth age after the 
Deluge by the Erythra;an Sybil, and tranflated by Cicero into Latin. 
The initial letters of the thirty-four Greek verfes form this prophetic 
fentence : Jesus Christ, So> of God, Saviour of the 
World. 

60 In his paraphrafe of Virgil, the emperor has frequently a Hided 
and improved the literal fenfe of the Latin text. See Blondel des 
Sybilles, 1 . i. c. 14, 15, 16. 

6t The different claims of an elder and younger fon of Pollio, of 
Julia, of Drufus, of Marccllus, are found to be incompatible with 
chronology, hiftory, and the good fenfe of Virgil. 

- 7 gil 
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gil may deferve to be ranked among the moft fuc- 
cefsful mifiionaries of the gol'pel 4 \ 

The awful myderies of the Chridian faith and 
worfhip were concealed from the eyes of drangers, 
and even of catechumens, with an affetded fe- 
crecy, which ferved to excite their wonder and 
curiofity 6 \ But the fevere rules of difeipline 
which the prudence of the bifhops had inftituted, 
were relaxed by the fame prudence in favour of an 
Imperial profelyte, whom it was fo important to 
aliure, by every gentle condefcenfion, into the 
pale of the church ; and Condantine was per- 
mitted, at lead by a tacit difpenfaticn, to enjoy 
tnoft of the privileges, before he had contradled 
any of the obligations, of a Chriftian. Inftead of 
retiring from the congregation, when the voice 
of the deacon' difmifled the profane multitude, he 
prayed with the faithful, difputed with the bilhops, 
preached on the mod fublime and intricate fub- 
je£ts of theology, celebrated with facred rites the 
vigil of Eader, and publicly declared himfelf, 
not only a partaker, but, in fome meafure, a pried 

64 See Lowth de Sacra Poefi Hebraeorum Prxlcft. xxi. p. 289— 
293. In the examination of the fourth eclogue, the refpe&able 
bilhop of London has difplayed learning, tafte, ingenuity, and a 
temperate enthufiafm, which exalts his fancy without degrading his 
judgment. 

The diftinilion between the public and the fecrct parts of di- 
vine fervice, the ttnjfa catecbumcnorum, and the mi ffa fJelium, and the 
myfterious veil which piety or policy had call over the latter, are very 
judicioufly explained by Thiers, Expofition du Saint Sacrement, 1 . i. 
c. 8 — 12. p. 59 — 91 : but as, on thisfubjeft, the Papifts may rea- 
fonably be fufpeiled, a Protellant reader will depend with more con- 
fidence on the learned Bingham. Antiquities, 1 . x. c. 3. 

and 
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and hierophant of theChriftian myfteries c+ . The 
pride of Conftantine might affume, and his fer- 
vices had deferved, fome extraordinary diftinction : 
ill-timed rigour might have blafted the un- 


an 


Delay of 
liis baptifm 
till the ap- 
proach or 
death. 


ripened fruits of his converfion ; and if the doors 
of the church had been ftrictly clofed againft a 
prince who had deferred the altars of the gods, 
the mailer of the empire would have been lefc 
deftitute of any form of religious worfhip. In his 
laft vifit to Rome, he pioufly difclaimed and in- 
fulted the fuperftition of his anccllors, by refufing' 
to lead the military procedion of the equeftrian 
order, and to offer the public vows to the Jupiter 
of the Capitoline Hill 6s . Many years before his 
baptifm and death, Conftantine had proclaimed 
to the world, that neither his perfon nor his 
image fhould ever more be feen within the walls 
of an idolatrous temple; while he diftributed 
through the provinces a variety of medals and 
pictures, which reprefented the emperor in an 
humble and fuppliant pofture of Chriftian devo- 
tion 6S . 

The pride of Conftantine, who refufed the pri- 
vileges of . a catechumen, cannot eafily be ex- 
plained or excufed ; but the delay of his baptifm 
may be juftified by the maxims and the practice 
of ecclefiaftical antiquity. The facrament of bap- 


6+ See Eufebius in Vit. Conft. 1 . iv. c. 15 — 31, and the whole 
tenor of Conftantine’ s Sermon. The faith and devotion of the em- 
peror has fumilhcd Baronius with a fpccious argument in favour of 
his early baptifm. 

Zofimus, 1 . ii. p. 105. 

Eufebius in Vit. Conftant. 1 . iv, c. 15, 16, 

tiftn 
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tifm 67 was regularly adminiftered by the bifhop C XX AP ' 
himfelf, with his affiftant clergy, in the cathedral -y— 1 

church of the dioeefe, during the fifty days 
between the folemn feftivals of Eafter and Pen- 
tecoft } and this holy term admitted a numerous 
band of infants and adult perfons into the bofom 
of the church. The diferetion of parents often 
fufpended the baptifm of their children till they 
could underftand the obligations which they con- 
tracted : the feverity of ancient bifhops exacted 
from the new converts a noviciate of two or three 
years and the catechumens themfelves, from 
different motives o( a temporal or a fpiritual na- 
ture, were feldom impatient to alfume the cha- 
racter of perfect and initiated Chriftians. The 
facrament of baptifm was fuppofed to contain a 
full and abfolute expiation of fin ; and the foul 
was inftantly reltored to its original purity, and 
entitled to the promife of eternal falvation. Among 
the profelytes of Chriftianity, there were many 
who judged it imprudent to precipitate a falutary 
rite, which could not be repeated ; to throw away 
an ineftimable privilege, which could never be 
recovered. By the delay of their baptifm, they 
cquld venture freely to indulge their paffions in 

6 7 The theory and praflice of antiquity with regard to the facra- 
ment of baptifm, have been copioufly explained by Dom. Chardon, 

Hift. des Sacremens, tom. i- p. j — 405 ; Dom. Marter.ne, de Riti- 
bus Ecclefix Antiquis, tom. i. ; and by Bingham, in the tenth'and 
eleventh books of his Chriftian Antiquities. One circumftance may 
be obferved, in which the modern churches have materially departed 
from the ancient cuftom. The facrament of baptifm (even when it 
was adminiftered to infants) was immediately followed by confirm- 
ation and the holy communion. 

Vol. III. T che 
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C xx' P< cn j°y ment ^*3 world, while they ftill re- 
lt — i tained in their own hands the means of a fure and 
eafy abfolution 6S . The fublime theory of the 
gofpel had made a much fainter impreffion on the 
heart than on the underftanding of Conftantine 
himfelf. He purfued the great objedt of his am- 
bition through the dark and bloody paths of war 
and policy ; and, after the victory, he abandoned 
himfelf, without moderation, to the abufe of his 
fortune. Inftead of afierting his juft fuperiority 
above the imperfedt heroifm and prophane'phi- 
lofophy of Trajan and the Antonines, the mature 
age of Conftantine forfeited the reputation which 
he had acquired in his youth. As he gradually 
advanced in the knowledge of truth, he propor- * 
tionably declined in the practice of virtue ; and the 
fame year of his reign in which he convened the 
council of Nice, was polluted by the execution, or 
rather murder, of his eldeft fon. This date is 
alone fufficient to refute the ignorant and mali- 

68 The fathers, who ccnfured this criminal delay, could not deny 
the certain and viftorious efficacy, even of a death-bed baptifin. The 
ingenious rhetoric of Chryfoftom could find only three arguments 
againft thefe prudent Chriftians. 1. That we Ihould love and purfue 
virtue for her own fake, and not merely for the reward. 2. That 
we may be furprifed by death without an opportunity of baptifm. 

3. That although we (hall be placed in heaven, we lhall only 
twinkle like little ftars, when compared to the funs of righteoufnefs 
who have run their appointed courfe with labour, with fuccefs, and 
with glory. Chryfoftom in Epift. ad Hebrseos, Homil. xiii. apud 
Chardon, Hift. des Sacremens, tom. i. p. 49. I believe that this 
delay of baptifm, though attended with the molt pernicious confe- 
qucnces, was never condemned By any general or provincial council 
or by any public aft or declaration of the church. The zeal of the 
bi/hops was eafily kindled on much llighter occafions. 
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cious fuggeftions of Zofimus 6 *, who affirms, that, p * 
after the death of Crifpus, the remorfe of his fa- ^ — > 

ther accepted from the minifters of Chriflianity 
the expiation which he had vainly folicited from 
the Pagan pontiffs. At the time of the death of 
Crifpus, the emperor could no longer hefitate in 
the choice of a religion ; he could no longer be 
ignorant that the church was pofi'effed of an in- 
fallible remedy, though he chofe to defer the ap- 
plication of it, till the approach of death had 
removed the temptation and danger of a relapfe. 

The biffiops, whom he fummoned, in his laft 
illnefs, to the palace of Nicomedia, were edified 
by the fervour with which he requefled and re- 
ceived the facrament of baptifm, by the folemn 
proteftation that the remainder of his life ffiould 
be worthy of a difciple of Chrift, and by his hum- 
ble refufal to wear the Imperial purple after he 
had been clothed in the white garment of a Neo- 
phyte. The example and reputation of Conftan- 
tine feemed to countenance the delay of bap- 
tifm T *. Future tyrants were encouraged to be- 
lieve, that the innocent blood which they might 
Ihed in a long reign would inftantly be wafhed 
away in the waters of regeneration ; and the abufc 
of religion dangeroufly undermined the founda- 
tions of moral virtue. 

^9 Zofimus, 1 . ii. p. 104. For this difingenuous falfehood he has 
deferved and experienced the harfheft treatment from all the ecclc- 
fiaftical writers, except Cardinal Baronius (A. D. 324, N°i5~- 28), 

■who had occafion to employ the Infidel on a particular fervice againft 
the Arian Eufebius. 

7 ° Eufebius, 1 . hr. c. 61, 62, 63. The bi/hop of Caefarea fup- 
pofes the falvation of Conftantine with the moll perfect confidence. 

T 2 The 
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CHAP. 

XX. 


Propaga- 
tion of 

Chriftian- 

ity. 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 
The gratitude of the church has exalted the 
virtues and excufed the failings of a generous 
patron, who feated Chriftianity on the throne of 
the Roman world j and the Greeks, who cele- 
brate the feftival of the Imperial faint, feldom 
mention the name of Conftantine without adding 
the title of equal to the Jpoftles 71 . Such a com- 
parifon, if it alludes to the character of thofe di- 
vine miflionaries, mud be imputed to the extra- 
vagance of impious flattery. But if the parallel 
is confined to the extent and number of their 
evangelic victories, the fuccefs of Conftantine 
might perhaps equal that of the Apoftles them- 
felves. By the edicts of toleration, he removed 
the temporal difadvantages which had hitherto 
retarded the progrefs of Chriftianity ; and its 
adtive and numerous minifters received a free per- 
miflion, a liberal encouragement, to recommend 
the falutary truths of revelation by every argu- 
ment which could affedt the reafon or piety of 
mankind. Theexadt balance of the two religions 
continued but a moment ; and the piercing 
eye of ambition and avarice foon difcovered, 
that the profeflion of Chriftianity might contri- 
bute to the intereft of the prefent, as well as of a 
future, life 7 \ The hopes of wealth and honours, 
the example of an emperor, his exhortations, his 

7» See Tillemont, Hid. des Empereurs, tom. iv. p. 429. The 
Greeks, the Ruffians, and, in the darker ages, the Latins them- 
felves, have been deffipus of placing Conftantine in the catalogue of 
faints. 

7* See the third and fourth books of his life. He was accuftomed 
to fay, that whether Chrift was preached in pretence or in truth, he 
fliould ftili rejoice (J. iii. c. $8.). 

irrefiftible 
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irrefiftible fmiks, diffufed conviction among the 
venal and obfequious crowds which ufually fill ^ 

the apartments of a palace. The cities which 
fignalized a forward zeal, by the voluntary de- 
ItruCtion of their temples, were diftinguilhed by 
municipal privileges, and rewarded with popular 
donatives ; and the new capital of the Eaft gloried 
in the Angular advantage, that Conftantinople 
was never profaned by the worlhip of idols 7 *. 

As the lower ranks of fociety are governed by 
imitation, the converfion of thofe who poffefied 
any eminence of birth, of power, or of riches, was 
loon followed by dependent multitudes 7 \ The 
falvation of the common people was purchafed at 
an eafy rate, if it be true, that, in one year, 
twelve thoufand men were baptized at Rome, be- 
fides a proportionable number of women and 
children j and that a white garment, with twenty 
pieces of gold, had been promife,d by the era- 


71 M. de Tillemont (Hift. des Empereurs, tom. Iv. p. 374, 
616.) has defended, with ftrength and fpirit, the virgin parity of 
Conftantinople againft fooie malevolent infmuations of the Pagan 
Zofimus. 

74 The author of the Hiftoire Politique et Philofophique des deux 
Indes, (tom. i. p. 9.) condemns a law of Conftantine, which gave 
freedom to all the (laves who Ihould embrace Chriftianity. The em- 
peror did indeed publilh a law, which reftrained the Jews from cir- 
cumcifing, perhaps from keeping, any Chriftian Haves (See Eufeb. 
in Vit. Conftant. 1 . iv. c. *7. and Cod. Theod. 1 . xvi. tit. ix. with 
Godefroy’s Commentary, tom. vi. p. 147.). But this imperfeft 
exception related only to the Jews 5 and the great body of (laves, 
who were the property of Chriftian or Pagan matters, could not im- 
prove their temporal condition by changing their religion. I am ig- 
norant by what guides the Abbe Raynal was deceived ; as the total 
Sbfence of quotations is the unpardonable blcmiih of his entertaining 
ivftory. 

T 3 peror 
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chap, peror to every convert 7$ . The powerful influence 
— V , _ f of Conftantine was not circumfcribed by the nar- 
row limits of his life, or of his dominions. The 
education which he bellowed on his fons and 
nephews, fecured to the empire a race of princes, 
whofe faith was Hill more lively and fincere, as 
they imbibed, in their earlieft infancy, the fpirit, 
or at lead the doflrine, of Chriftianity. War and 
commerce had fpread the knowledge of the gofpel 
beyond the confines of the Roman provinces ; 
and the Barbarians, who had difdained an humble 
and profcribed fe<fl, foon learned to efteem a 
religion which had been fo lately embraced by 
the. greateft monarch and the moll civilized na- 
tion of the globe 76 . The Goths and Germans, 
who enlifted under the ftandard of Rome, re- 
vered the crofs which glittered at the head of the 
legions, and their fierce countrymen received at 
the fame time the leflfons of faith and of humanity. 
The kings of Iberia and Armenia worlhipped the 

"S See Acta S'. Silvcftri, and Hift. Ecclef. Nicephor. Callift. 
1. vii. c. 34.. ap. Baronium Annal. Ecclef. A.D. 324, N°. 67. 
74. Such evidence is contemptible enough ; but thcfe circumftanccs 
are in themlclvcs fo probable, that the learned Dr. Howell (Hiftory 
of the World, vol. iii. p. 14.) has not fcrupled to adopt them. 

7* The converfion of the Barbarians under the reign of Conltan- 
tine is celebrated by the eccleliaftical hiltorians (fee Sozoraen, 1. ii. 
c. 6. and Theodoret, 1. i. c. 23, *4.). But Rufinus, the Latin 
tranflator of Eufebius, deferves to be confidered as an original autho- 
rity. His information was curioufly collefled from one of the com- 
panions of the apoitle of .^Ethiopia, and from Bacurius, an Iberian 
prince, who was count of the domeftics. Father Mamachi has 
given an ample compilation on the pro^refs of Chriftianity, in the firft 
and fecond volumes of his great but imperfeft work. 

\ . • God 
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God of their proteClor ; and their fubje&s, who c p * 

have invariably preferved the name of Chriftians, ■_ j 

foon formed a facred and perpetual connection 
with their Roman brethren. The Chriftians of 
Perfia were fufpeCted, in time of war, of prefer- 
ring their religion to their country ■, but as long 
as peace fubfifted betwetfh the two empires, the 
perfecuting fpirit of the Magi was effectually re- 
ftraiijed by the interpofition of Conftantine 17 , 

The rays of the gofpel illuminated thecoaft of In- 
dia. The colonies of Jews, who had penetrated 
into Arabia and ./Ethiopia 73 , oppofed the progrefs 
of Chriftianity j but the labour of the miffionaries 
was in fome meafure facilitated by a previous 
knowledge of the Mofaic revelation ; and Abyf* 
finia ftill reveres the memory of Frumentius, who, 
in the time of Conftantine, devoted his life to the 
converfion of thofe fequeftered regions. Under 
the reign of his fon Conftantius, Theophilus 79 , 
who was himfclf of Indian extraction, was in- 
verted with the double character of ambaflador 

77 See in Eufebius (in Vir. Conftant. 1 . iv. c. 9.) the prefling and 
pathetic epiftle of Conftantine in favour of his Chriftian brethren of . 

Perfia. 

7 ® See Bafnage, Hift. des Juifs, tom. vii. p. 182. tom. viii. p. 333. 
tom. ix. p. 810. The curious diligence of this writer purities the 
Jcwifti exiles to the extremities of the globe. 

79 Theophilus had been given in his infancy as a hoftage by his 
countrymen of the Ifle of Diva, and was educated by the Romans in 
learping and piety. The Maldives, of which Male, or Diva, may 
be the capital, are a duller of 1900 or 12,000 minute iflands in the 
Indian Ocean. The ancients were impcrfeftly acquainted with the 
Maldives ; but they are deferibed in the two Mahometan travellers 
of the ninth century, publilhed by Renaudot. Geograph. Nubienfis, 
p. 30, 31. D'Herbelot, Bibliotheque Orientaie, p. 704. Hift. 

Generate des Voyages, tom. viii. 

T 4 and 
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C xx P ’ anc ^ ^® 10 P* crnbarked on the Red Sea with 
i— v — * two hundred horfeS of the pureft breed of Cappa- 
docia, which were fent by the emperor to the 
prince of the Sabseans, or Homerites. Theo- 
philus was entrufted with many other ufeful or cu- 
rious prcfents, which might raife the admiration, 
and conciliate the friendfhip, of the Barbarians j 
and he fuccefsfully employed feveral years in 
a paftoral vifit to the churches of the torrid 
zone ,0 . 

change of The irrefiftible power of the Roman emperors 

the nation- , .... . , 

ai religion, was difplayed in the important and dangerous 
change of the national religion. The terrors of a 
military force filenced the faint and unfupported 
murmurs of the Pagans, and there was reafon to 
exped, that the cheerful fubmiflion of theChriftian 
clergy, as well as people, would be the refult of 
confcience and gratitude. It was long fince 
eftablilhed, as a fundamental maxim of the Ro- 
* man conftitution, that every rank of citizens 

were alike fubjed to the laws, and that the care 
of religion was the right as well as duty of the 
civil magiftrate. Conftantine and his fuccelfors 
could not eafily perfuade themfelves that they had 
forfeited, by their converfion, any branch of the 
Imperial prerogatives, or that they were incapable 
of giving laws to a religion which they had pro- 
teded and embraced. The emperors ftill con- 
A B < tinued to exercife a fupreme jurildidion over the 
311—438. ecclefiaftical order 5 and thefixteenth book of the 

80 Fhiloftorgius, 1 . iii. c. 4, 5, 6, with Godefroy’s learned obferv- 
ations. The hiftorical narrative is foon loft in an enquiry concerning 
the feat of paradife, flrange monfters, See. 

• Theodofiap 
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Theodofian code reprefents, under a variety of CHAP, 
titles, the authority which they affumed in the t XX ~ j 
government of the Catholic church. 

But the diftintftion of the fpiritual and temporal D'ftinaion 

. of the lpi- 

powers , which had never been impofed on the free ritual and 
lpiritof Greece and Rome, was introduced and con- 
firmed by the legal eftabliffiment of Chriftianity. 

The office of fupreme pontiff, which, from the 
time of Numa to that of Auguftus, had always 
been exercifed by one of the moft eminent of the 
fenators, was at length united to the Imperial 
dignity. The firft magiftrate of the ftate, as often 
as he was prompted by fuperftition or policy, 
performed with his own hands the facerdotal func- 
tions 11 j nor was there any order of prielts, either 
at Rome or in the provinces, who claimed a more 
facred character among men, or a more intimate 
communication with the Gods. But in the 
Chriftian church, which entrufts the fervice of the 
altar to a perpetual fucceffion of confecrated mir 
nifters, the monarch, whofe fpiritual rank is lefs 
honourable than that of the meaneft deacon, was 
feated below the rails of the fanftuary, and con- 
founded with the reft of the faithful multitude 81 . 

The 

*• See the epiftle of OGus, ap. Athanafuim, vol. i. p. S40. 

The public remonftrance which Ofius was forced to addrefs to 
the fon, contained the fame principles of ecclefiaftical and civil 
government which he had fecredy inftilled into the mind of the 
father. ' ' ■ 

8 * M. de la Baftie (Memoires de l’Academie des Infcriptions, 
tom. xv. p. 38 — 61) has evidently proved, tha* Auguftus and his 
fucceffors exercifed in perfon all the facred fun&ions of pontifex 
maximus, or high-prieft of the Roman empire. 

Something of a contrary practice had infenfibly prevailed in the 
fburch of Conftantinople j but the rigid Ambrofe commanded Theo- 

doiius 
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C *xx P ’ The em P cror might be faluted as the father ofhis 
1— -v — -j people, but he owed a filial duty and reverence 
to the 'fathers of the church ; and the fame marks 
of refpeft, which Conftantine had paid to the per- 
fons of faints and confeflors, were foon exatted by 
. the pride of the epilcopal order 8 \ A fecret con- 
flitft between the civil and ecclefiaftical jurifdic- 
tions, embarrafied the operations of the Roman 
government ; and a pious emperor was alarmed 
s by the guilt and danger of touching with a pro- 
fane hand the ark of the covenant. The reparation 
of men into the two orders of the clergy and of the 
laity was, indeed, familiar to many nations of an- 
tiquity ; and the priefts of India, of Perfia, of Af- 
fyria, of Judea, ofAithiopia, of Egypt, and of Gaul, 
derived from a celeftial origin the temporal power 
and pofiefTions which they had acquired. Thefe 
venerable inftitutions had gradually afiimilated 
themfclves to the manners and government of 
their refpe&ive countries 85 ; but the oppofitionor 

doftus to retire below the rails, and taught him to know the differ* 
ence between a king and a prieft. See Theodorct, 1 . v. c. iS. 

R + At the table of the emperor Maximus, Martin, bifhop of 
•Tours, received the cup from an attendant, and gave it to the pretby- 
ter his companion, before he allowed the emperor to drink ; the 
emprefs waited on Martin at table. Sulpicius Severus, in Vit. S li . 
Martin, c. 23. and Dialogue ii. 7. Yet it may be doubted, whether 
-thefe extraordinary compliments were paid to the bifhop or the faint. 
The honours ufually granted to the former chara&er may be feen in 
Bingham’s Antiquities, 1 . ii. c. 9. and Valef. ad Theodorct, 1 . iv. 
c. 6. Sec the haughty ceremonial which Leontius, bifhop of Tri- 
poli, impofed on the emprefs. Tillemont, Hilt. 4 es Empcreurs, 
tom. iv. p. 754. Patres Apotlol. tom. ii. p. 179. 

8 s Plutarch, in his treatile of Ifis and Ofiris, inform* us, that the 
kings of Egypt, who were not already priefts, were initiated, after 
their election, into the facerdotal order. - 
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contempt of the civil power ferved to cement the c ^a p. 
difcipline of the primitive church. The Chrifti- ^ 
ans had been obliged to ele<5t their own magiftrates, 
to raife and diftribute a peculiar revenue, and to 
regulate the internal policy of their republic by a 
code of laws, which were ratified by the confent 
of the people, and the pra&ice of three hundred 
years. When Conftantine embraced the faith of 
the Chriftians, he feemed to contradt a perpetual 
alliance with a diftindt and independent fociety ; 
and the privileges granted or confirmed by that 
emperor, or by his fucceffors, were accepted, not 
as the precarious favours of the court, but as the 
juft and inalienable rights of the ecclefiaftical 
order. 

The Catholic church was adminiftered by the state of the 
Spiritual and legal jurifdidtion of eighteen hundred under the 
bilhops ; of whom one thoufand were feated in chnftian 
the Greek, and eight hundred in the Latin, pro- 
vinces of the empire. The extent and boundaries 
of their refpedtive diocefes, had been varioufiy and 
accidentally decided by the zeal and fuccefs of the 
firft miflionaries, by the wilhes of the people, and 
by the propagation of the gofpel. Epifcopal 
churches were clofely planted along the banks of 
the Nile, on the fea-coaft of Africa, in the pro- 


* 6 The numbers are not afeertained by any ancient writer, or 
original catalogue; for the partial lifts of the eaftern churches are 
comparatively modern. The patient diligence of Charles a S'°. 
Paolo, of Luke Holftenius, and of Bingham, has laborioufly invefti- 
gated all the epifcopal fees of the Catholic church, which was almoft 
commenfurate with the Roman empire. The ninth book of the 
Chriftian Antiquities is a very accurate map of ecclefiaftical geo- 
graphy. 

confular 
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C xx^ P * con ^ ar Afia, and through the fouthern provinces 
t w ' j of Italy. The bifliops of Gaul and Spain, of 
Thrace and Pontus, reigned over an ample ter- 
ritory, and delegated their rural fuffragans to exe- 
cute the fubordinate duties of the paftoral office* 7 . 
A Chriftian diocefe might be fpread over a pro- 
vince, or reduced to a village ; but all the biffiops 
pofieffed an equal and indelible charader: they 
all derived the fame powers and privileges from 
the apoftles, from the people, and from the laws. 
While the civil and military profeffions were fe- 
• parated by the policy of Conftantine, a new and 

perpetual order of ecciefiajlical minifters, always 
refpeftable, fometimes.dangerous, was eftablifhed 
in the church and ftate. The important review 
of their ftation and attributes may be diftributed 
under the following heads : I. Popular eledion. 
II. Ordination of the clergy. III. Property. 
IV. Civil jurifdidion. V. Spiritual cenfures. 
VI. Exercife of public oratory. VII. Privilege 
of legiflative afiemblies. 

I. Election I. The freedom of eledions fubfifted long after 
•f bilhop*. j e g a i e ft a bijfh mC nt of Chriftianity 8 *j and the 

*7 On the fubjeft of the rural bifliops, or Cbarepifcof>i, who voted in 
fynods, and conferred the minor orders, fee Thomaflln, Difcipline 
de l’Eglife, tom. i. p. 4+7, &c. and Chardon, Hid. des Sacrtmens, 
tom. v. p. 39 j, &c. They do not appear till the fourth century 3 
and this equivocal chara&er, which had eycited the jealoufy of the 
prelates, was abolished before the end of the tenth, both in the Eaft 
and the Weft. 

** Thomaflln (Difcipline de l'Eglife, tom, ii. 1 , ii. c. 1 — 8. 
p. 673—711.) has copioufly treated of the eleflion of bifliops during 
the five firft centuries, both in the Eaft and in the Weft ; but he ihews 
a very partial bias in favour of the epifcopal ariftccracy. Bingham 
( 1 . iv. c. i.) is moderate ; and Chardon (Hift. des Sacremens, torn.v. 
p. 108 — ii?) is very clear and concife. 

fubjcfts 
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fubje&s of Rome enjoyed it) the church the pri- c HAP, 

vilege which they had loft in the republic, of » 

chufing the magiftrates whom they were bound 
to obey. As foon as a bifhop had clofed his eyes, 
the metropolitan iflued a commiffion to one of 
his fuffragans to adminifter the vacant fee, and 
prepare, within a limited time, the future elec- 
tion. The right of voting was veiled in the in- 
ferior clergy, who were belt qualified to judge of 
the merit of the candidates ; in the fenators or 
nobles of the city, all thofe who were diftinguilhed 
by their rank or property ; and finally in the 
whole body of the people, who, on the appointed 
day, flocked in multitudes from the molt remote 
parts of the diocefe **, and fometimes filenced, by 
their tumultuous acclamations, the voice of reafon, 
and the laws of difcipline. Thefe acclamations 
might accidentally fix on the head of the moft 
deferving competitor ; of fome ancient prelbyter* 
lbme holy monk, or fome layman, confpicuous 
for his zeal and piety. But the epifcopal chair 
was folicited, efpecially in the great and opulent 
cities of the empire, as a temporal, rather than 
as a fpiritual dignity. The interefted views, the 
felfilh and angry paffions, the arts of perfidy and 
diflimulation, the fecret corruption, the open and 
even bloody violence which had formerly dif- 
graced the freedom of eleftion in the common* 

*9 Incredibi'lis multitude, non folum ex eo oppido (Tatrs), fed , 

Attain ex vicinis urbibus ad fuffragia ferenda convenerat, See. Sulpi- 
cius Severus, in Vit. Martin, c. 7. The council of Laodicea (canon 
jetii.) prohibits mobs and tumults ; and Juftir.ian confines the right 
of eleftion to the nobility, Novell, cxxiii. x. 
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wealths of Greece and Rome, too often influenced 
the choice of the fucceflorsof the apoftles. While 
one of the candidates boafted the honours of his 
family, a fecond allured his judges by the deli- 
cacies of a plentiful table, and a third, more 
guilty than his rivals, offered to (hare the plunder 
of the church among the accomplices of his facri- 
legious hopes The civil as well as ecclefiaftical 
laws attempted to exclude the populace from this 
folemn and important tranfaftion.' The canons 
of ancient difcipline, by requiring feveral epis- 
copal qualifications of age, ftation, &c. retrained 
in fome meafure the indifcriminate caprice of the 
eledlors. The authority of the provincial bifhops, 
who were alfembled in the vacant, church to con- 
fecrate the choice of the people, was interpofed to 
moderate their paffions, and to corredt their mif- 
takes. The bifhops could refufe to ordain an 
unworthy candidate, and the rage of contending 
factions fometimes accepted their impartial medi- 
ation. The fubmifiion, or the refiftance of the 
clergy and people, on various occafions, afforded 
different precedents, which were infenfibly con- 
verted into pofitivelaws, and provincial cuftoms 91 : 
but it was every where admitted, as a fundamental 
maxim of religious policy, that no bilhop could 
be impofed on an orthodox church, without the 
confent of its members. <The emperors, as the 

V. \ f 

9 ° The epiftles of Sidonius Apollinaris (iv. a$. vii. 5 . 9 .) exhibit 
foroe of the 1 ’candals of the Gallican church s and Gaul was lefs 
poli (lied and lefs corrupt than the Eaft. 

9> A compromife was fometimes introduced by law or by confent ; 
either the bifhops or the people chofe one of the three candidates who 
had been named by the other party. 
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guardians of the public peace, and as the firft c HA P. 
citizens of Rome and Conftantinople, might ef- 
fe&ually declare their wifhes in the choice of a 
primate : but thole abfolute monarchs refpefted 
the freedom of ecclefiaftical elections ; and while 
they diftributed and refumed the. honours of the 
ftate and army, they allowed eighteen hundred 
perpetual magiftrates to receive their important 
offices from the free fuffrages of the people 9 *. 

It was agreeable to the dittates cf juftice, that 
thefe magiftrates fhould not defert an honourable 
flation from which they could not be removed j 
but the wifdom of councils endeavoured, without 
much fuccefs, to enforce the refidence, and to 
prevent the tranllation of bifhops. The dilcipline 
of the Weft .was indeed lefs relaxed than that of 
the Eaft but the fame paffions which made thofe 
regulations necefiary, rendered them ineffectual. 

The reproaches which angry prelates have fo 
vehemently urged againft each other, ferve only 
to expofe their common guilt, and their mutual 
indifcretion. 

II. The bifhops alone pofleffed the faculty of ir. Ordi- 
fpiritual generation ; and this extraordinary pri- l^^rgy. 
vilege might compenfate, in fome degree, for the 
painful celibacy S1 which was impofed as a virtue, 

as 


9 1 All the examples quoted by Thomaflin (Difcipline de l’Eglife, 
tom. ii. 1. ii. c. 6. p. 704 — 714.) appear to be extraordinary afts of 
power, and even of oppreflion. The confirmation of the bifhop of « 
Alexandria is mentioned by Philoftorgius as a more regular proceed- 
ing (Hill. Ecclef. 1 . ii. ti.). 

9 J Tlie celibacy of the clergy during the firft five or fix centuries, 
ia a fubjeft of difcipline, and indeed of controvcrfy, which has been 
very diligently examined. See in particular Thomaflin, Difcipline 

it 
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as a duty, and at length as a pofitive obligation* 
The religions of antiquity, which eftablilhed a 
feparate order of priefts, dedicated a holy race, a 
tribe or family to the perpetual fervice of the 
Gods 9 \ Such inftitutions were founded forpof- 
feffion, rather than conqueft. The children of 
the priefts enjoyed, with proud and indolent 
fecurity, their facred inheritance j and the fiery 
fpirit of enthufiafm was abated by the cares, the 
plealures, and the endearments of domeftic life. 
But the Chriftian fanftuary was open to every am- 
bitious candidate, who afpired to its heavenly 
promifes, or temporal pofieffions. The office of 
priefts, like that of foldiers or magiftrates, was 
ftrenuoufty exercifed by.thofe men, whofe temper 
and abilities had prompted them to embrace the 
ecclefiaftical profeffion, or who had been feletfted 
by a difcerning bifhop, as the beft qualified to 
promote the glory and intereft of the church. 
The bilhops 95 (till the abufe was reftrained by 

the 

tie l’Eglife, tom. i. 1 . ii. c. Ix. lxi. p. 886—901. and Bingham’s An- 
tiquities, 1 . iv. c. 5. By each of thefe learned but partial critics, one 
half of the truth is produced, and the other is concealed. 

9 + Diodorus Siculus attefts and approves the hereditary fucceflion 
of the priefthood among the Egyptians, the Chaldeans, and 
the Indians ( 1 . i. p. 84. 1 . ii. p. 141. 193. edit. Weffeling). The 
magi are defcribed by Ammianus as a very numerous family , 
“ Per fiecula multa ad pnefens una eademque profapia multitudes 
“ creata, Deorum cultibus dedicata (xxiii. 6.).,” Aufonius cele- 
brates the Stirfi Drvidarum (De Profefforib. Burdigal. iv.) j but we 
may infer from the remark of Cxfar (vi. 13.), that, in the Celtic 
hierarchy, fome room was left for choice and emulation. 

9 J The fubjefi of the vocation, ordination, obedience, &c. of the 
clergy, is laborioufly difculTed by Thomaflin (Diicipline de l'Eglife, 
tom. ii. p. t— 83.) and Bingham (in the 4th book of his Antiqui- 
ties, more cfpecially the 4th, 6th, and 7th chapters). When the 

brother 
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the prudence of the laws) might conftrain the C H^ P * 

rdudlant, and protect the dillrdTed 5 and the im- • 

pofnion of hands for ever bellowed fome of the 
molt valuable privileges of civil focietys The 
whole body of the Catholic clergy, more nume- 1 
rous perhaps than the legions, was exempted by 
the emperors from all fervice, private or public, 
all municipal offices, and all perfonal taxes and 
contributions,whichprefledon their fellow-citizens 
with intolerable weight and the duties of their 
holy profeffion were accepted as a full difcharge 
of their obligations to the republic 5 ®. Each 
bilhop acquired an abfolute and indefeafible righc 
to the perpetual obedience of the clerk whom he 
ordained : the clergy of each epifcopal church, 
with its dependent pariffies, formed a regular and 
permanent fociety ; and the cathedrals of Con- 
ftantinople 97 and Carthage 98 maintained their pe- 
culiar • ' 

brother of St. Jerom was ordained in Cyprus, the deacons forcibly 
flopped his mouth, left he ftiould make a folemn proteftation, which 
might invalidate the holy rites. 

9 6 The charter of immunities, which the clergy obtained from the 
Chriftian emperors, is contained in the 1 6th book of the TheodofiarV 
code ; and is illuftrated with tolerable candour by the learned Gode- 
froy, whofe mind was balanced by the oppofite prejudices of a civilian 
and a proteftant. 

97 Juftinian, Novell, ciii. Sixty prefbyters, or priefts, one hun- 
dred 'deacons, forty deaconcfTes, ninety fub-deacons, one hundred 
and ten readers, twenty-five chanters, and one hundred door-keepers ; 
in all, five hundred and twenty-five. This moderate number was 
fixed by the emperor, to relieve the diftrefs of the church, which had 
been involved in debt and ufury by the expence of a much higher 
eftablifhment. 

9 s Univerfus clerus ecclefise Caithaginienfis . . . fere juiagenti vel 
ampliusj inter quos quamplurimi erant leflores infantuli. Viflor 
Vitenfis, de Perfecut. Vandal, v. 9. p. 78. edit. Ruinart. This 

Vol. 111. U remnant 
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chap, culiar eftablifhment of five hundred ecclefiaftical 

XX. 

. , _ i minifters. Their ranks 99 and numbers were in- 
fenfibly multiplied by the fuperftitionof the times, 
which introduced into the church the fplendid 
ceremonies of a Jewilh or Pagan temple ; and a 
long train of priefts, deacons, fub-deacons, aco- 
lythes, exorcifts, readers, fingers, and door- 
keepers, contributed, in their refpe&ive fictions, 
to fwell the pomp and harmony of religious 

• worlhip. The clerical name and privilege were 

extended to many pious fraternities, who devoutly 
fupported the ecclefiaftical throne ,0 °. Six hun- 
dred parabolani, or adventurers, vifited the fick at 
Alexandria; eleven hundred ccpiata, or grave- 
diggers, buried the dead at Conftantinople j and 
the lwarms of monks, who arofe from the Nile, 
overfpread and darkened the face of the Chriftian 
world. 

ill. Pro- III. The edidtof Milan fecured the revenue as 
313. well as the peace of the church , ‘ >I . The Chriftians 
not only recovered the lands and houfes of which 
they had been ftripped by the perfecuting laws of 

remnant of a more profperous ftate ftill fub lifted under the oppreflioa 
of the Vandals. 

99 The number of fevcm orders has been fixed in the Latin church, 
exclufive of the epifcopal character. But the four inferior ranks, the 
minor orders, are now reduced to empty and uielefs titles. 

100 See Cod. Theodof. 1 . xvi. tit. a. leg. 41, 43. Godefroy's 
Commentary, and the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of Alexandria, (hew the 
dai ger of thefe pious inttilutions, which often difttubed the peace of 
that turbulent capital. 

101 The edift of Milan (de M. P. c. 48.) acknowledges, byre- 
citing, that there exifted a fpecics of landed property, ad jus corporis 
eorum, id eft, ecclefiarum non hominum fingulorum pertinentia. 
Such a folemn declaratien of the fupreme niagiltrate muft have' been 
received in all the tribunals as a maxim of civil law. 

Diocletian, 
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Diocletian, but they acquired a perfect title to all c 
the pofieffions which they had hitherto enjoyed by 
the connivance of the magiftrate. As foon as 
Chriftianity became the religion of the emperor 
and the empire, the national clergy might claim 
a decent and honourable maintenance : and the 


payment of an annual tax might have delivered 
the people from the more opprcflive tribute, 
which fuperftition impofes on her votaries. But 
as the wants and expences of the church encreafed 
with her profperity, the ecclefiaftical order was 
(till fupported and enriched by the voluntary 
oblations of the faithful. Eight years after the 
edict of Milan, Conftantine granted to all his A.D. 
fubjefts the free and univerfal permiflion of be- 
queathing their fortunes to the holy Catholic 
church 101 and their devout liberality, which 
during their lives was checked by luxury or 
avarice, flowed with a profufe ftream at the hour 
of their death. The wealthy Chriftians were 
encouraged by the example of their fovereign. 

An abfolute monarch, who is rich without pa- 
trimony, may be charitable without merit ; and 
Conftantine too eafily believed that he Ihould 
purchafe the favour of heaven, if he maintained 
the idle at the expence of the induftrious ; and 
diftributed among the faints the wealth of the 
republic. The fame meflenger who carried over 


10* Habeat unufquifque licentiam fan&iffimo Catholics; (ecdcfta J 
venerabilique concilio, decedcns bonorum quod optavit relinquere. 
Cod. Theodof. 1 . xvi. tit. ii. leg. 4. This law was publifhed at 
Rome, A. D. 3*1, at a time when Conftantine might forefee the pro- 
bability of a rupture with the emperor ot' the Eaft, 

U a to 


Digitized by Google 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


HAP. t 0 Africa the head of Maxentius, might be en- 
trufted with an epiftle to Caecilian, biftiop of 
Carthage. The emperor acquaints him, that the 
treafurers of the province are directed to pay into 
his hands the fum of three thoufand Julies, or 
eighteen thoufand pounds fterling, and to obey 
his farther requifitions for the relief of the 
churches of Africa, Numidia, and Mauritania ,OJ . 
The liberality of Conftantine encreafed in a jufi: 
proportion to his faith, and to his vices. He 
affigned in each city a regular allowance of corn, 
to fupply the fund of ecclefiaftical charity ; and 
the perfons of both fexes who embraced the mo- 
nadic life, became the peculiar favourites of their 
fovereign. The Chriftian temples of Antioch, 
Alexandria, Jerufalefn, Conftantinople, &c. dif- 
played the oftentatious piety of a prince, am- 
bitious in a declining age to equal the perfect 
labours of antiquity ,0+ . The form of thefe re- 
ligious edifices was fimple and oblong ; “though 
they might fomerimes fwell into the fhape of a 
dome, and fometimes branch into the figure of a 
crofs. The timbers were framed for the moft 
part of cedars of Libanus ; the roof was covered 

*°5 Eufcbius, Hift. Ecdef. 1 . x. 6 . inVit. Coni) .intin . l.iv. c. 28. 
He repeatedly expatiates on the liberality of the Chriftian hero, 
which the bifliop himfelf had an opportunity of knowing, and even 
of tailing. 

,0 + Eufebius, Hift. Ecclef. 1 . x. c. 2, 3, 4. The bilhop of Cae- 
fajea, who ftudied and gratified the taftc of his mailer, pronounced 
in public an elaborate defeription of the church of Jerufalem (in Vit. 
Conf. 1 . iv. c. +6.). It no longer exills, but he has inferted in the 
life of Conftantine ( 1 . iii. c. 36), a (hort account of the architeflure 
and ornaments. He likewife mentions the church of the holy 
Apoftlcsat Cenftantinople ( 1 . iv. c. 59.). 
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with tiles, perhaps of gilt brafs j and the walls, 
the columns, the pavement, were incrufted with 
variegated marbles. The mod precious orna- 
ments of gold and filver, of filk and gems, were 
profufely dedicated to the fervice of the altar; 
and this fpecious magnificence was fupported on 
the folid and perpetual bafis of landed property. 
In the fpace of two centuries, from the reign of 
Conftantine to that of Juftinian, the eighteen 
hundred churches of the empire were enriched by 
the frequent and unalienable gifts of the prince 
and people. An annual income of fix hundred 
pounds fterling may be reafonably afiigned to the 
bifhops, who were placed at an equal diflance 
between riches and poverty ,os , but the ftandard 
of their wealth infenfibly rofe with the dignity 
and opulence of the cities which they governed. 
An authentic but imperfedl 106 rent-roll fpecifies 
fome houfes, Ihops, gardens, and farms, which 
belonged to the three Bajilic<e of Rome, St. Peter, 
St. Paul, and St. John L.ateran, in the provinces 
of Italy, Africa, and the Eaft. They produce, 
befides a referved rent of oil, linen, paper, aro- 
matics, &c. a clear annual revenue of twenty- 
two thoufand pieces of gold, or twelve thoufarid 

13 5 See Juftinian. Novell, cxxiii. 3. The revenue of the patriarchs, 
and the molt wealthy biihops, is not cxprelfed ; the highelt annual 
valuation of a bifliopric is dated at thirty, and the lowed at two, 
.pounds of gold ; the medium might be taken at fxtecn, but thefe valu- 
ations are much below the real value. 

106 See Baronius (Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 324, N°. 58. 65. 70, 
71.). Every record which comes from the.Vatican is judly fufpefted ; 
yet thefe rent rolls have an ancient and authentic colour; and it is at 
lead evident, that, if forged, they were forged in a period when firm, 
not kingdom*, were the objects of papal avarice. 
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C Sx* P ' P ount ^ s fterling. In the age of Conftantine and 
> — j Juftinian, the bilhops no longer pofTefled, perhaps 
they no longer deferved, the unfulpe&ing confi- 
dence of their clergy and people. The eccle- 
fiaftical revenues of each diocefe were divided into 
four parts j for the refpetflive ufes, of the bifhop 
• himfdf, of his inferior clergy, of the poor, and 

of the public worfhip j and the abufe of this 
facred truft was ftri<5tly and repeatedly check- 
ed ,C7 . The patrimony of the church was ftill 
fubjett to all the public impofnions of the ftate ,os . 
The cie-gy of Rome, Alexandria, Thefialonica, 
&c. might (olicit and obtain fome partial exemp- 
tions ; but the premature attempt of the great 
council of Rimini, which afpired to univerfal 
freedom, was fuccefsfully refifted by the fon of 
Conftantine ‘° 9 . 

IV. The 

T0 7 See Thomaffin, Difciplinc de PEglife, tom. iii. 1 . ii. c. 13, 
14, 15. p. 689 — 706. The legal divilion of tjie ecclcfiaftical revenue 
does not appear to have been eftablifhed in the time of Ambrofe and 
Chryfoftom. Simplicius and Celafnts, who were bilhops of Rome 
in the latter part of the fifth century, mention it in their paftoral 
letters as a general law, which was already confirmed by the cuftom 
of Italy. 

*°® Ambrofe, the moft ftrenuous afferter of ecclefiaftical privileges, 
fubmits without a murmur to the payment of the land-tax. “ Si 
“ tributum petit Imperator, non negamtis j agri eoclefiae folvunt 
“ tributum ; folvimus quae funt Csefaris Caefari, & quae funt Dei 
“ Deo : tributum Caefaris eft ; non negatur.” Baronius labours to 
interpret this tribute as ansfl of charity rather than of duty (Annal. 
Ectlef. A. D. 387.) ; but the words, if not the intentions, of Am- ‘ 
brofe, are more candidly explained by Thomaffin, Difcipline de 
I'Eglife, tom. iii. 1 . i. c. 34. p. 168. 

*°9 In Ariminenfe fynoilo fuper ecclefiarum & clericorum privile- 
giis traftatu habito, ufque eo difpofitio progreffa eft, ut juga quae 
viderentur ad ecclefiam pertinere, a publica funftione ceffarent in- 
quietudine defiftente ; quod noftra videtur dudum fanftio repulfiffe. 

' - Cod, 
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IV. The Latin clergy, who ere&ed their tri- chap. 

bunal on the ruins of the civil and common law, ‘ 1 

have modeftly accepted as the gift of Conftan- Iv - < r vl1 
tine ,I0 , the independent jurifdidion which was tion. 
the fruit of time, of accident, and of their own 
iaduftry. But the liberality of the Chriftian em- 
perors had actually endowed them with fome legal 
prerogatives, which fecured and dignified the 
facerdotal character 1. Under a defpotic 
government, the bifhops alone enjoyed and af- 
ferted the ineftimable privilege of being tried 
only by their peers; and even in a capital accufa- 
tion, a fynod of their brethren were the foie 
judges of their guilt or innocence. Such a tri- 


Cod. Thtfod. 1 . xvi. tit. ii. leg. 15. Had the fynod of Rimini car- 
ried this point, fuch praftical merit might have atoned for fome fpe- 
culative herefies. ' 

1,0 From Eufebius (in Vit. Conftant. 1 . iv. c. *7.) and Sozomen 
(1. i. c. 9.) we are afiuced that the epifcopal jurifdiction was ex- 
tended and confirmed by Conftantine; but the forgery of a famous 
edift, which was never fairly inferted in the Theodofian code (fee 
at the end, tom. vi. p. 303.), is demonftrated by Godefroy in the 
molt fatisfaftory manner. It is ftrange that M. de Montefquieu, 
who was a lawyer as well as a philofopher, Ihould allege this edift of 
Conftantinte (Efprit des Loix, 1 . xxix. c. 16.) without intimating 
any fufpicion. 

i" The fubjeft of ccclefiafiical jurifdiftion has been involved in a 
mill of pafiion, of prejudice, and of intereft. Two of the fairell 
books which have fallen into my hands are the Inftitutes of Canon 
Law, by the Abbe de Fleury, and the Civil Hiitoiy of Naples, by 
Giannone. Their moderation was the effeft of lituation as well as 
of temper. Fleury was a French eccleftaftic, who rcfpefted the au- 
thority of the parliaments ; Giannone was an Italian lawyer, who 
dreaded the power of the church. And here let me obfervc, that as 
the general propofitions which I advance are the rel'ult of many parti- 
cular and imperfeft fafts, I muft either refer the reader to thofe mo- 
dern authors who have exprefsly treated the fubjeft, or fwell thefe 
notes to a difagrceable and difproportioned fize, 

U 4 bunal. 
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CHAP, buna], unlefs it was inflamed by perfonal refent- 

■ , ment or religious difeord, might be favourable, 

or even partial to the facerdotal order : but Con- 
ftantine was fatisfied”*, that fecret impunity would 
be lefs pernicious than public fcandal : and the 
Nicene council was edified by his public declara- 
tion, that if he furprifed a bifhop in the aft of 
adultery, he fliould call his Imperial mantle over 
the epifcopal flnner. 2. The domeftic jurif- 
diftion of the bifliops was at once a privilege and 
a reftraint of the ecclefiaftical order, whqfe civil 
caufes were decently withdrawn from the cog- 
nizance of a fecular judge. Their venial offences 
were not expofed to the fhame of a public trial or 
punifhment ; and the gentle correction, which 
the tendernefs of youth may endure from its pa- 
rents or inftruftors, was inflifted by the temperate 
feverity of the bifliops. But if the clergy were 
guilty of any crime which could not be fufficiently 
expiated by their degradation from an honourable 
and beneficial profeflion, the Roman magiftrate 
dr'ew tfib fword ofjuftice, without any regard to 
ecclefiaftical immunities. 3. The arbitration of 
the bifliops was ratified by a pofitive law ; and 
the judges were inftrufted to execute, without 
appeal or delay, the epifcopal decrees, whofe va- 
lidity had hitherto depended on theconfent of the 
parties. The converfion of the magiftrates 
themfelves, and of the whole empire, might gra- 
dually remove the fears and fcruples of the Chrif- 

ttt Tilfcmont has co!lc£ted from Rufinus, Thtodoret, &c. the 
(entiments ami language of Ccnftantine. Mem. Ecclef. tom. iii. 
P- 749> 75°- 
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tians. But they ftill reforted to the tribunal of CHAP. 

' XX. 

the bifhops, whofe abilities and integrity they ■ _ - t — f 

efteemed ; and the venerable Auftin enjoyed the 
fatisfadlion of complaining that his fpiritual func- 
tions were perpetually interrupted by the invidious 
labour of deciding the claim or the pofteilion of 
lilver and gold, of lands and cattle. 4. The 
ancient privilege of fan&uary w,as transferred to 
the Chriftian temples, and extended, by the liberal 
piety of the younger Theodofrus, to the precindls 
of confecrated ground ,13 . The fugitive, and 
even guilty, fuppliants, were permitted to im- 
plore, either the juftice, or the mercy,, of the 
Deity and his minifters. The ralh violence of 
defpotifm was fufpended by the mijd interpofition 
of the church ; and the lives or fortunes of the 
mod eminent fubjedb might be protected by the 
mediation of the bifhop. 

V. The bifhop wa.<j the perpetual cenfor of the v. s P iri- 
morals of his people. The difeipline of penance lures?"" 
was digefted into a fyftem of canonical jurifpru- 
dence** 4 , which accurately defined the duty of 

private 


"3 See Cod. Theod, 1 . ix. tit. xlv. leg. 4. In the works of Fra 
Paolo (tom. iv. p. 192, &c.) there is an excellent difeourfe on the 
origin, claims, sbufes, and limits of fanftuaries. He juftly obferves, 
that ancient Greece might perhaps contain fifteen or twenty azyla or 
fanftuaries ; a number which at prefent may be found in Italy with- 
in the walls of a fingle city. 

The penitential jurifprudence was continually improved by the 
canons of the councils. But as many cafes were ftill left to the 
diferetion of the biihops, they occasionally publifhed, after the ex- 
ample of the Roman Praetor, the rules of difeipline which they 
propofed to obferve. Among the canonical epiftles of the fourth , 
century, thofe of Bafil the Great were the moft celebrated. They 
axeinferted in the Pandefts of Beveridge (tom. ii. p. 47 — 15*.), 

and 
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C xx P P r ^ ate or public confeflion, the rules of evidence, 
\ , / the degrees of guilt, and the meafure of punifh- 
ment. It was impofiible to execute this fpiritual 
eenfure, if the Chriftian pontiff, who punilhed the 
obfcure fins of the multitude, refpe&ed the con- 
fpicuous vices and deftruftive crimes of the ma- 
giftrate: but it wasimpoflible to arraign the conduct 
of the magiftrate, without controuling the admini- 
ftration of civil government. Some confiderations 
of religion, or loyalty, or fear, prote&ed the facred 
perfons of the emperors from the zeal or refen t- 
ment of the bifhopsj but they boldly cenfured 
and excommunicated the fubordinate tyrants, who 
were not inverted with the majefty of the purple. 
St. Athanafius excommunicated one of the mi- 
nifters of Egypt j and the interdid which he pro- 
nounced, of fire and water, was folemnly tranf- 
mitted to the churches of Cappadocia ,,s . Under 
the reign of the younger Theodofius, the polite 
and eloquent Synefius, one of the defcendants of 
Hercules filled the epifcopal feat of Ptolemais, 

and are translated by Chardon. Hilt. des Sacremens, torn. iv. 
p. 219— *77. 

*•5 Bafil EpiStol. xlvii. in Baronins (Annal. Ecdef. A. D. 370. 
N°. 91.) who declares that he purpofely relates it, to convince go- 
vernors that they were not exempt from a fentence of excommuni- 
cation. In his opinion, even a royal head is not fafe from the 
thunders of the Vatican ; and the cardinal Shews himfelf much more 
confiftent than the lawyers and theologians of the Gallican church. 

1,6 The long feries of his ancestors, as high as Eurylthenes, the 
firft Doric king of Sparta, and the fifth in lineal defeent from Her- 
cules, was inferibed in the public registers of Cyrene, a Lacedsemo- 
nian colony. (Synef. Epilt. ivii. p. 197. edit. Petav.) Such a pure 
and illuftrious pedigree of feventeeu hundred years, without adding 
the royal ancestors of Hercules, cannot be equalled in the history of 
mankind. 

near 
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near the ruins of ancient Cyrene and the phi- c xx" P ' 
lofophic bifliop fupported, with dignity, thecha- x — f-— 
racier which he had affumed with reluctance 1,s> . 

He vanquifhed the monfter of Libya, the prefi- 
dent Andronicus, who abufed the authority of a 
venal office, invented new modes of rapine and 
torture, and aggravated the guilt of oppreffion 
by that of facrilege 110 . After a fruitlefs attempt 
to reclaim the haughty magiftrate by mild and 
religious admonition, Synefius proceeds to inflict 
the laft fentence of eecltfiaftical jultice ,2 ‘, which 


,,s Synefius (de Regno, p. 2.) pathetically deplores the fallen 
and ruined ftate of Cyrene, exx.iwc, e.Xud tn/xa *«• s-i/ujw, xai 

<v x'r, fjivf iet ri" ?raX.i 7" i-mv. vt/v 7T.m- itii a 'll fxij/x epstrrm. 

Ptolemais, a new city, 82 miles to the weftward of Cyrene, affumed 
the Metropolitan honours of the Pentapolis, or Upper Libya, which 
wire afterward transferred to Sozula. See Weffeling Itinerar. 
p. 67 — 68. 732. Cellarius Geograph, tom. ii. part ii. p. 72. 74. 
Carolus a S‘° Paulo Geograph. Sacra, p. 273. d'Anville Geogra- 
phic anciennc, tom. iii. p. 41, 44. Memoires dc l’Acad. des In- 
fcriptions, tom. xXxvii. p. 363 — 391. , 

"9 Synefius.had previoully represented his own difqualifications 
(Epift. c. v. p. 246 — 250.). He loved profane ftudies and profane 
fports ; he was incapable of fupporting a life of celibacy ; he dis- 
believed the refurreflion : and he refilled to preach faiiet to the people, 
unlefs he might he permitted to pbtlof pkizc at home. Theophilus, 
primate of Egypt, who knew his merit, accepted this extraordinary 
compromife. See the life of Synefius in Tiliemont Mem. Ecclef. 
tom. xii. p. 499 — 554. 

,to See the inveftive of Synefius, Epift. lvii. p. 191— 201. The 
promotion of Andronicus was illegal j fince be was a native of Be- 
renice, in the fame province. The inftruinents of tortures are 
curioully fpecificd, die wnr»{ ,m i or prefs, the JmTiArflf*, the veSucgain, 
the the »r uyja. and the j £ »iXcfj*t>io*, that varioufly preffed or 

diftended the fingers, the feet, the nol'e, the cars, and the lips of the 
viftims. 

11 1 The fentence of excommunication is expreffed in a rhetorical 
ftyle. (Synefius, Epift. lviii. p. 201 — 203.) The method of in- 
volving whole families, though Somewhat unjuft, was improved into 
national interdifls, 
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devotes Andronicus, with his affociates and their 
families , to the abhorrence of earth and heaven. 
The impenitent finners, more cruel than Phalaris 
or Sennacherib, more deftrutffive than war, pefti- 
lence, or a cloud of locufts, are deprived of the 
name and privileges of Chriftians, of the partici- 
pation of the facraments, and of the hope of 
Paradife. The bilhop exhorts the clergy', the 
magiftrates, and the people, to renounce all fociety 
with the enemies of Chrift ; to exclude them from 
their houfes and tables; and to refule them the 
common offices of life, and the decent rites of- 
burial. The church of Ptolemais, obicure and 
contemptible as ffie may appear, addrefles this 
declaration to all her filter churches of the world ; 
and the profane who reject her decrees, will be 
involved in the guilt and punilhment of Andro- 
nicus and his impious followers. Thefe Ipiritual 
terrors were enforced by a dexterous application 
to the Byzantine court; the trembling prefident 
implored the mercy of the church ; and the de- 
fendant of Hercules enjoyed the fatisfa&ion of 
raifing a proltrate tyrant from the ground l *\ 
Such principles and fuch examples infenfibly pre- 
pared the triumph of the Roman pontiffs, who 
have trampled on the necks of kings. 

VI. Every popular government has experienced 
theeffeftsofrudeor artificial eloquence. Thecoldeft 
nature is animated, the firmed reafon is moved, by 
the rapid communication of the prevailing impulfe; 

• % , 

,ZI See Syncfius, Epift. xlvii. p. 186, 187. Epift. lxxii. p. 218, 
519. Epift. lxxxtx. p. 230—231. 
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and each hearer is affefted by his own pafiiorisi c h^a p * 
and by thofe of rhe furrounding multitude. The 
ruin of civil liberty had filehced the demagogues 
of Athens, and the tribunes of Rome ; the cuftom 
of preaching, which fee.ms jo_conftitute a con- 
fiderable part of Chriftian devotion, had not been 
introduced into the temples of antiquity ; and the 
ears of monarchs were never invaded by the harfh 
found of popular eloquence, till the pulpits of 
the. empire were filled with facred orators, who 
pofieffed lome advantages unknown to their pro- 
fane predecefiQrs ,13 .. The arguments and rhetoric 
of the tribune were inftantly oppofed, with equal 
arms, by fkiiful and refolute antagonifts j and 
the caufe of truth and reafon might derive an 
accidental fupport from the conflict of hoftilq 
paffions. The bifhop, or fome diflinguifhed preft> 
by ter, to whom he cautiouliy delegated the powers 
of preaching, harangued, without the danger of 
interruption or reply, a fubmifiive multitude, 
whofe minds had been prepared and fubdued by 
the awful, ceremonies of religion. Such wa$.t!ie 
ft rift fubordi nation of the catholic church, that 
the fame concerted founds might iffue at once 
from an hundred pulpits of Italy or Egypt, if they 
Were tuned 114 by the mailer hand of the Rom^nor 

, Alexandrian 

**J See Thorn aiTm (Difcipline de 1 'Eglife, tom. ii. 1 . iii.c. 83. 
p. 1761 — 1770.) and Bingham (Antiquities, vol, i. ]. xiv. c. 4, 
p. 688 — 717.). Preaching was confidered as the moft important 
office of the biffiop ; but this function was foqaetimes intruded to 
fuch prefbyters as Chryfoftom and Auguftin. 

,1+ Queen Elizabeth ufed this expreffion, and praftiled this art, 
whenever die wifhed to prepoflefs fhc minds of her people in favour 
of any extraordinary meafure of government. The hoftile effects of 
this rr-ujtc were apprehended by her fucccffor, and feverely felt by hi* 

ion. 
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Chap. Alexandrian primate. The defign of this infti- 

<v. j tution was laudable, but the fruits were not always 
falutary. The preachers recommended the prac- 
tice of the focial duties j but they exalted the 
perfection of monaftic virtue, which is painful to 
the individual, and ufelefs to mankind. Their 
charitable exhortations betrayed a fecret wifh, 
that the clergy might be permitted to manage the 
wealth of the faithful, for the benefit of the poor. 
The moftfublime reprefen tations of the attributes 
and laws of the Deity were fullied by an idle 
mixture of metaphyfical fubtleties, puerile rites, 
and fictitious miracles : and they expatiated, with 
the moft fervent zeal, on the religious merit of 
hating the adverfaries, and obeying the minifters, 
of the church. When the public peace was 
diftraCled by herefy and fchifm, the facred orators 
founded the trumpet, of difcord, and perhaps of 
fedition. The underftandings of their congre- 
gations were perplexed by myftery, their paflions 
were inflamed by inveCtives: and they rulhed 
from the Chriftian temples of Antioch or Alexan- 
dria, prepared either to fuffer or to infliCl martyr- 
dom. The corruption of tafte and language is 
ftrongly marked in the vehement declamations of 
the Latin bilhops j but the compofitions of Gre- 
gory and Chryfoftom have been compared with 
the moft fplendid models of Attic, or at leaft of 
Afiatic, eloquence ,as . 

fon. « When pulpit, drum ecclcfiaftic, &c.” See Heylin’s Life of 
Archbifhop Laud, p. 153. 

111 I hofe modeft orators acknowledged, that, as they were defti- 
tute of the gift of miracles, they endeavoured to acquire the arts of 
eloquence, 

VII. The 
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VII. The reprefentatives of . the Chriftian re- chap. 
public were regularly affembled in the fpring and ■ ' 

autumn of each year: and thefe fynods diffufed vii. P f ri p 
the fpirit of ecclefiaftical difcipline and legiflation gilatirerf- 
through the hundred and twenty provinces of the lcmblies * 
Roman world The afchbilhop or metropoli- 
tan was empowered, by the laws, to fummon the 
fuffragan bilhops of his province j to revife their 
conduct, to vindicate their rights, to declare their 
faith, and to examine the merit of the candidates 
who were ele&ed by the clergy and people to fup- 
ply the vacancies of the epifcopal college. The 
primates of Rome, Alexandria, Antioch, Carthage, 
and afterwards Conftantinople, who exercifed a 
more ample jurifdi&ion, convened the numerous 
aflembly of their dependent bilhops. But the 
convocation of great and extraordinary fynods, 

. was the prerogative of the emperor alone. When- 
ever the emergencies of the church required this 
decifive meafure, he difpatched a peremptory 
fummons to the bilhops, or the deputies of each 
province, with an order for the ufe of poll-horfes, 
and a competent allowance for the expences of 
their journey. At an early period, when Con- A>D# 
ftantine was the prote&or, rather than the pro- 
felyte, of Chriftianity, he referred the African 
controverfy to the council of Arles ; in which the 
bilhops of York, of Treves, of Milan, and of 

, *^.The Council of Nice, in the fourth, fifth, fixth, and feventh, 
canons, has made fome fundamental regulations concerning fynods, 
metropolitans, and primates. The Nicene canons have been va- 
rioully tortured, abuied, interpolated, or forged, according to the 
intereft of the clergy. The Suburbicaritm churches, afligned (by Ru- 
hr, u) to the hilhop of Rome, have been made the fubjett of vehe- 
ment controvcify. (See Sinnord. Opera, tom. iv. p. i 138.) 

Carchage, 
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C xx P ^ art ^ a g e > me tail friends and brethren, to debate 
v, — ¥ — , j in -their native tongue on the common intereft: of 
the Latin or Weftern church ,17 . Eleven years. 
A.D. 3»5- afterwards, a more numerous and celebrated 
aflembly was convened at Nice in Bithynia, to: 
extinguifh, by their final fentence, the fubtlei 
difputes which had arifen in Egypt on the fubjedt- 
of the Trinity. Three hundred and eighteen! 
bifhops obeyed the fummons of their indulgent 
mafterj the ecclefiaftics of every rank, and feet, 
and denomination, have been computed at two 
thoufand and forty-eight perfons ,l8 j the Greeks 
appeared in perfon ; and the confent of the Latins 
•was exprefled by the legates of the Roman pon- 
tiff. The feffion, which lafted about .two months, 
was frequently honoured by the prefence of the; 
emperor. Leaving his guards at the door, he 
feated himfelf (with the permiflion of the council) 
on a low {tool in the rrridft of the hall. Conftan- 
tine liftened with patience, and fpoke with mo- 
defty : and while he influenced the debates, he 
humbly profefied that he was the minifter, not 
the judge, of the fucceffors of the apoftles, who 
. had been eftabliflied as priefts and as gods upon 

earth ll °. Such profound reverence of an abfolute 

/ * • '• 

**7 We have only thirty-three or forty-feven epifcopal fubferip- 
tions : but Ado, a writer indeed of fmall account, reckons fix hun- 
dred bifhops in the council of Arles. Tilltinoni Mem. Ecclef. 
tom. vi. p. 4.22. 

■*® See tom. vi. p. 91J, and Beaufobre Hift. du 

Manicheifme, tom. i. p. 529. The name of lijhap, which is givert 
by Eutyclvus to the 2048 ecclefiaftics (Annal. tern. i. p. 440. verf. 
Pocock), rtiuft be extended far beyond the limits of an orthodox or 
even epifcopal ordination. 

>*9 See Eufeb. in Vir. Cor.ftantin. 1 . iii. c. 6 — 21. Tillemont 

M«i». Eccleiiafti^ucs, tom. vi. p. 669—759. 

monarch 
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monarch towards a feeble and unarmed affembly c ha p ' 
of his own fubje&s, can only be compared to the 
refpefl with which the fenate had been treated by 
the Roman princes who adopted the policy of 
Auguftus. Within the fpace of fifty years, a 
philofophic fpe&ator of the vicifiltudes of human 
affairs might have contemplated Tacitus in the 
fenate of Rome, and Conftantine in the council 
of Nice. The fathers of the capitol and thofe of 
the church had alike degenerated from the virtues 
of their founders ; but as the bilhops were more 
deeply rooted in the public opinion, they fuftained 
their dignity with more decent pride, and fome- 
times oppofed, with a manly fpirit, the willies of 
their fovereign. The progrefs of time and fuper- 
ftition erazed the memory of the weaknefs, the 
pafilon, the ignorance, which difgraced thefe 
ecclefiaftical fynods j and the Catholic world has 
unanimouflv fubmitted u ° to the infallible decrees 
of the general councils ,3 ‘. 

>J° Sancimus igitur vicera legum obtinere, quae aquatuor Sanftis 
Conciliis . . . expofitac funt aut firmata 1 . Praediftarum enim qua- 
tuor fynodorum dogmata ficut fanftas Scripturas et regulas ficut 
leges obfervamus. Juftinian. Novell, cxxxi. Beveridge (ad Pan- 
deft. proleg. p. a.) remarks, that the emperors never made new laws 
in ecclefiaftical matters ; and Giannone obferves, in a very different 
fpirit, that they gave a legal fanftion to the canons of councils. 

Iftoria Civile di Napoli, tom. i. p. 136. 

•J* See the article Concile in the Encyclopedic, tom, iii. 
p. 66S— 679. edition de Lucques. The author, M. le dofteur Bou- 
chaud, has difeufled, according to the principles of the Galilean 
church, the principal queftions which relate to the form and confti- 
tution of general, national, and provincial councils. The editors 
(fee Preface, p. xvi.) have reafon to be proud of thii article. Thofe 
who confult their immenfe compilation, feldom depart fo well 
fatisfied. 

Vol. III. ' X ' CHAP. 
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C HAP. XXI. 

r 

Perfecution of Herefy. — The Schifm of the Donatijls . — 
The Arian Controverfy. — Athanafeus. — Dijiracted 
State of the Church and Empire under Conftantine 
and his Sons. — Toleration of Paganifm. 

chap. rTT\ H E grateful applaufe of the clergy has 
i X y~ j X confecrated the memory of a prince who 
indulged their paflions and promoted their in- 
tereft. Conftantine gave them fecurity, wealth, 
honours, and revenge': and the fupport of the 
orthodox faith was confidered as the moft facred 
and important duty of the civil magiftrate.. The 
edidt of Milan, the great charter of toleration, 
had confirmed to each individual of the Roman 
world, the privilege of chufing and profeffing his 
own religion. But this ineftimable privilege was 
foon violated : with the knowledge of truth, the 
emperor imbibed the maxims of perfecution ; and 
the fedts which diflented from the Catholic church, 
were affiidled and oppreffed by the triumph of 
Chriftianity. Conftantine eafily believed that the 
Heretics, who prefumed to difpute his opinions, 
or to oppofe his commands, were guilty of the 
moft abfurd and criminal obftinacy } and that a 
feafonable application of moderate feverities might 
fave thofe unhappy men from the danger of an 
everlafting condemnation. Not a moment was 
loft in excluding the minifters and teachers of the 
feparated congregations from any fhare of the 
rewards and immunities which the emperor had 

fa 
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fo liberally bellowed on the orthodox clergy. But c P. 

as the fedlaries might Hill exift under the cloud 1 

of royal difgrace, the conqueft of the Eall was 
immediately followed by an edifl which announced 
their total definition \ After a preamble filled 
•with paflion and reproach, Conllantine abfolutely 
prohibits the afiemblies of the Heretics, and con- 
fifcatcs their public property to the ufe either of 
the revenue or of the Catholic church. The lets 
againft whom the Imperial feverity was directed, 
appear to have been the adherents of Paul of 
Samofata j the Montanills of Phrygia, who main- 
tained an enthufiallic fucceflion of prophecy j the 
Novatians, who llernly rejefled the temporal 
efficacy of repentance 5 the Marcionites and Va- 
lentinians, under whofe leading banners the various 
Gnoftics of Afia and Egypt had infenfibly rallied j 
and perhaps the Manichaeans, who had recently 
imported from Perfia a more artful compofuion 
of Oriental and Chriftian theology 4 . The defign 
of extirpating the name, or at lead of rellraining 
the progrefs of thefe odious Heretics, was profe- 
cuted with vigour and effeft. Some of the penal 
regulations were copied from the edi£ls of Diocle- 
tian j and this method of converfion was applauded 

1 Eufebius in Vit. Conftantin* 1 . iii. C. 6 %, 6+, 6 j, 66* 

* After fome examination of the various opinions »f Tiilemont, 

Beaufobre, Lardner, &c. I am convinced that Manes did not propa- 
gate his feft, even in Perfia, before the year 170. It is ftrange, 
that a phiiofophic and foreign herefy (hoUld Jjave penetrated fo rapid- 
ly into the African provinces ; yet I cannot eafily rejefl the edift of 
Diocletian againft the Manichxans, which may be found in Baronius. 

( Annal. Eccl. A. D. 187.) 
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by the fame bifhops who had felt the hand of op- 
prefilon, and had pleaded for the rights of huma- 
nity. Two immaterial circumftances may ferve, 
however, to prove that the mind of Conftantine 
was not entirely corrupted by the fpirit of zeal 
and bigotry. Before he condemned the Mani- 
chaeans and their kindred feels, he refolved to 
make an accurate enquiry into the nature of their 
religious principles. As if he diftrufted the im- 
partiality of his ecclefiaftical counfellors, this 
delicate commifilon was entrufted to a civil 
magiftrate •, whofe learning and moderation he 
juftly efteemed ; and of whofe venal charafter he 
was probably ignorant 3 . The emperor was foon 
convinced, that he had too haftily proferibed the 
orthodox faith and the exemplary morals of the 
Novatians ; who had diflented from the church 
in fome articles of difeipline which were not per- 
haps efiential to falvation. By a particular edi£t, 
he exempted them from the general penalties of 
the law 4 } allowed them to build a church' at 
Conftantinople, refpefted the miracles of their 
faints, invited their bilhop Acefius to the council 
of Nice? and gently ridiculed the narrow tenets 
of his fe& by a familiar jefl ; which, from the 

? Conftantinus, enim cum limatius fupeiftitionum quarreret fe&as, 
Manichseorum et limilium, fee. Amrnian. xv. 15. Strategius, who 
from this commiiTion obtained the furname of Abfimimii, was a 
Chriftian of the Arian feft. He afted as one of the counts at the 
council of Sardica. Libanius praifes his mildnefs and prudence. 
■Valef. ad locum Ainmian. * 

* God. Theod. 1 . xvi. tit. v. leg. i. As the general law is not 
inferfcd hi the Theodoftan code, it is probable that, in the year 438, 
the foils which it had condemned were already extimfl. 

. <s . .. mouth 
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mouth of a fovcreign, muflr have been received c XX A p * 
with applaufe and gratitude s . i — y — ‘ _t 

The complaints and mutual accufations which Af,ican 
afTailed the throne of Conftantine, as foon as the vcrfy, 
death of Maxentius had fubmitted Africa to his A,D ‘ JI2, 
victorious arms, were ill adapted to edify an im- 
perfect profelyte. Fie learned, with furprife, that 
the provinces of that great country, from the con- 
fines of Cyrene to the columns of Hercules, were 
diftradted with religious dii'cord 6 . The fourceof 
the divifion was derived from a double election in 
the church of Carthage; the fecond, in rank and 
opulence, of the ecclefiaftical thrones of the Welt. 

Cascilian and Majorinus were the two rival pri- 
mates of Africa ; and the death of the latter foon 
made room for Donatus, who, by his fuperior 
abilities and apparent virtues, was the firmed: 
fupport of his party. The advantage which 
Cscilian might claim from the priority of his 
ordination, was deftroyed by the illegal, or at 
leaft indecent, hafte, with which it had been per- 
formed, without expecting the arrival of the v 

5 Sozomen, I. i. c. 2». Socrates, 1 . i. c. 10. Thefe hiftorians 
have been fufpefted, but I think without reafon, of an attachment 
to the Novatian doflrine. The emperor faid to the hilltop, 

“ Acefius, take a ladder, and get up to Heaven by yourfelf.’* Moft 
of the Chriftian feels have, by turns, borrowed the ladder of 
Acefius. 

6 The bed materials for this part of ecclefiatlical hiftory may be 
found in the edition of Optatus Milevitanus, publifhed (Paris 1700) 
by M. Dupin, who has enriched it with critical notes, geographical 
difeuffions, original records, and an accurate abridgement of the 
whole controverfy. M. de Tillemont has bellowed on the Donatifls 
the greateft part of a volume (tom. vi. part i.) : and I am indebted 
to him for an ample collection of all the palfagcs of his favourite St. 

Auguftin, which relate to thofe heretics. 

X 3 bilhops 
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bifhops of Numidia. The authority of thefe 
bilhops, who, to the number of feventy, con- 
demned Caecilian, and confecrated Majorinus, is 
again weakened by the infamy of fome of their 
perfonal chara&ers j and by the female intrigues, 
facrilegious bargains, and tumultuous proceedings 
which are imputed to this Numidian council 7 . 
The bilhops of the contending fadtions main- 
tained, with equal ardour and obftinacy, that their 
adverfaries were degraded, or at leaft dilhonoured, 
by the odious crime of delivering the Holy Scrip- 
tures to the officers of Diocletian. From their 
mutual reproaches, as well as from the ftory of 
this dark tranfadlion, it may juftly be inferred, 
that the late perfecution had embittered the zeal, 
without reforming the manners, of the African 
Chriftians. That divided church was incapable 
of affording an impartial judicature } the con- 
troverfy was folemnly tried in five fuccelfive 
tribunals, which were appointed by the emperor ; 
and the whole proceeding, from the firft appeal 
to the final fentence, lafted above three years. 
A fevere inquifition, which was taken by the 
Prastorian vicar, and the proconful of Africa, the 
report of two epifcopal vifitors who had been fent 

i ’ 

7 Schifma igitur illo tempore confufse mulieris iracundia peperit 5 
ambitus nutrivitj avaritia roboravit. Optatus, 1 . i. c. 19, The 
language of Purpurius is that of a furious madman. Dieitur te ntcalTe 
filios foipris tus# duos. Purpurius refpopdit 1 Putas me terreri a t<t 
. . , occidi ; et o cidp eos qui contra me faciunt. Afta Concil, 
Cirtenfis, ad calc. Optat. p. 174. When Csecilian was invited to 
an affembly of bifhops, Purpurius faid to his brethren, or rather to 
his accomplices, “ Let him come hither to receive our impolition of 

hands ; and vye wjlj break his head by way of penance.*’ Optat, 
1. if c. 19. . 
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to Carthage, the decrees of the councils of Rome c p. 

and of Arles, and the fupreme judgment of Con- > 

ftantine himfelf in his facred confijftory, were all 
favourable to the caufe of Caecilian j and he was 
unanimously acknowledged by the civil and eccle- 
fiaftical powers, as the true and lawful primate of 
Africa. The honours and eftates of the church 
were attributed to his fuffragan biffiops, and it was 
not without difficulty, that Conftantine was fatif- 
fied with inflicting the puniffiment of exile on the 
principal leaders of the Donatift faCtion. As 
their caufe was examined with attention, perhaps 
it was determined with juftice. Perhaps their 
complaint was not without foundation, that 
the credulity of the emperor had been abufed 
by the infldious arts of his favourite Ofius. The 
influence of falfehood and corruption might pro- 
cure the condemnation of the innocent, or aggra- 
vate the fentence of the guilty. Such an ad, 
however, of injuftice, if it concluded an impor- 
tunate difpute, might be numbered among the 
tranfient evils of a defpotic adminiftration, which 
are neither felt nor remembered by pofterity. • , 

But this incident, fo i neon fid erable that it Schifmof 
fcarcely deferves a place in hiftory, was productive natifts, 
of a memorable fchifm ■, which afflicted the pro- A,D-3 * S 
vinces of Africa above three hundred years, and 
was extinguished only with Chriflianity itfelf. 

The inflexible zeal of freedom and fanaticism ani- 
mated the Donatifts to refufe obedience to the 
ufurpers, whofe election they difputed, and whofe 
Spiritual powers they denied. Excluded from 
the civil and religious communion of mankind, 

X 4 they 
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C xxi F ’ tbe y boldJ y excommunicated the reft of mankind, 
v— -y who had embraced the impious party of Chilian, 
and of the Traditors, from whom he derived his 
pretended ordination. They aflerted with con- 
fidence, and almoft with exultation, that the 
Apoftolical fucceffion was interrupted j that all 
the bifhops of Europe and Afia were infedted by 
the contagion of guilt and fchifm j and that the 
prerogatives ofthe Catholic church were confined 
to the chofen portion of the African believers, 
who alone had preferved inviolate the integrity of 
their faith and difcipline. This rigid theory was 
fupported by the mod uncharitable conduct. 
Whenever they acquired a profelyte, even from 
the diftant provinces of the Eaft, they carefully 
repeated the facred rites of baptifm 8 and ordina- 
tion ; as they rejected the validity of thofe which 
he had already received from the hands of here- 
tics or fchifmatics. Bifhops, virgins, and even 
fpotlefs infants, were fubjected to the difgrace of 
a public penance, before they could be admitted 
to the communion of the Donatifts. If they ob- 
tained poflefllon of a church which had been ufed 
by their Catholic adverfaries, ihey purified the 
unhallowed building with the fame jealous care 
which a temple of Idols might have required. 
They wafhed the pavement, lcraped the walls, 

8 The councils of A tics, of Nice, and of Trent, confirmed the 
wife and moderate practice of the church of Rome. The Donatifts, 
however, had the advantage of maintaining the fentiment of Cyprian, 
ar.d of a contiderable part of the primitive church. Vincentius Liri. 
nenfis (p. 331. ap. Tillcmont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. vi. p. 138.) has 
explained why the Donatifts are eternally bunting with the Devi), 
whiU St. Cyprian reigns in heaven with Jefus Cbrift. 

burflt 
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burnt the altar, which was commonly of wood. c H A'P. 

* J XXI. 

melted the confecrated plate, and caft the Holy ' j 
E ucharift to the dogs, with every circumftance of 
ignominy which could provoke and perpetuate 
the animofity of religious fadions 9 . Notwith- 
flanding this irreconcilable averfion, the two par- 
ties, who were mixed and feparated in all the 
cities of Africa, had the fame language and man- 
ners, the fame zeal and learning, the fame faith 
and worlhip. Profcribed by the civil and eccle- 
fiaftical powers of the empire, the Donatifts ftill 
maintained in fome provinces, particularly in 
Numidia, their fuperior numbers ; and four hun- 
dred bifhops acknowledged the jurifdidion of 
their primate. But the invincible fpirit of the 
fed fometimes preyed on its own vitals; and the 
bofom of their fchifmatical church was torn by 
inteftine divifions. A fourth part of the Donatiit 
bilhops followed the independent ftandard of the 
Maximianilts. The narrow and folitary path 
•which their firft: leaders bad marked out, con- 
tinued to deviate from the great fociety of 
mankind. Even the imperceptible fed of the 
Rogatians could affirm, without a bluffi, that 
when Chrift lhould defeend to judge the earth, 
he would find his true religion preferved only in 
a few namelefs villages of the Ctefarean Mau- 
ritania 10 . 

9 See thefixth book of Optatus Milevitanus, p. 91—100. 

*° Tillcmont, Mem. Ecclefiaftiques, tom. vi, part i. p. i<j. He 
laughs at their partial cruelty. He revered. Auguftin, the great doc- 
tor of the fyftem of predeftination. 

The 
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The fchifm of the Donatifts was confined to 
Africa : the more diffufive mifehief of the Trini- 
tarian controverfy fuccefiively penetrated into 
every part of the Chriftian world. The former 
was an accidental quarrel, occafioned by the abufe 
of freedom ; the latter was a high and myfterious 
argument, derived from the abufe of philofophy. 
From the age of Conftantine to that of Clovis and 
Theodoric, the temporal interefts both of the 
Romans and Barbarians were deeply involved in 
the theological difputes of Arianifm. The hifto- 
rian may therefore be permitted refpedtfully to 
withdraw the veil of the fanftuary ; and to deduce 
the progrefs of reafon and faith, of error and paf- 
fion, from the fchool of Plato to the decline and 
fall of the empire. 

The genius of Plato, informed by his own 
meditation, or by the traditional knowledge of 
the priefts of Egypt ", had ventured to explore 
the myfterious nature of the Deity. When he 
had elevated his mind to the fublimc contempla- 
tion of the firft felf-exiftent, neceffary caufe of the 
univerfe, the Athenian fage was incapable of con- 
ceiving bow the fimple unity of his eftence could 

” Plato Egyptum peragravit ut a facerdotibus. Barbaris nnmeros et 
at ltf.ia acciperet. Cicero de Finibus, v. 15. The Egyptians might 
ftill preferve the traditiui.il creed of the Patriarchs. Jofephus has 
periuaded many of the Chriftian fathers, that Plato derived a part of 
liis knowledge from the Jews ; but this vain opinion cannot be re- 
conciled with the obicure ftate and unfocial manners of the Jewilh 
people, whofe icriptuies were not accefiible to Greek curiofity till 
more than one hundred year’s after the death of Plato. See Mar- 
fliatn, Canon. Chi on. p. 144.. Le Clerc, Epiftol. Critic, vii, 
p. 177—194. • ' 

admit 
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admit the infinite variety of diftinft and fucceffive c P. 
ideas which compofe the model of the in- 
telleflual world; how a Being purely incorporeal 
could execute that perfect modelj and mould with 
a plaftic hand the rude and independent chaos. 

The vain hope of extricating himfelf from thefe 
difficulties, which muft ever opprefs the feeble 
powers of the human mind, might induce Plato 
to confidtr the divine nature under the threefold 
modification ; of the firfl caufe, the reafon or 
Logos , and the foul or fpirit of the univerfe. TheLo* 
His poetical imagination lbmetimes fixed and G0S 
animated thele metaphyfical abftraftions; the three 
archical or original principles were reprefented in 
the Platonic fyftem as three Gods, united with 
each other by a myfterious and ineffable genera- 
tion ; and the Logos was particularly confidered 
under the more acceffible character of the Son of 


an Eternal Father, and the Creator and Governor 
of the world. Such appear to have been the 
fecret doftrines which were cautioufly whifpered 
in the gardens of the academy ; and which, ac- 
cording to the more recent difciples of Plato, 
could not be perfectly underftood, till afrer an 
affiduous ftudy of thirty years'*. 

The arfns of the Macedonians diffufed over taught in 
Aha and Egypt the language and learning of 

andra. 


11 The modern guides who lead me to the knowledge of the Pla- 
tonic fyftem are, Cudworth (Intellectual Syltem, p. ;6S— 620.), 
Bafnage (H : ft. des Juifs, 1. iv. c. iv. p, 5; — 86.), Le Clerc (Epift. 
. Crit. vii. p. 194 — 109.), and Brucker (Hilt. Philofoph. tom. i. 


Before 
Chine 300. 


p. 67;— 706.). As the learning of thefe writers was equal, and 
their intention different, an inquifitive obferver may derive inftru&ion 
from their difputes, and certainty from their agreement. 


Greece j 
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Greece ■, and the theological fyftem of Plato was 
taught, with lefs referve, and perhaps with fomc 
improvements, in the celebrated fchool of Alex- 
andria **. A numerous colony of Jews had been 
invited, by the favour of the Ptolemies, to fettle 
in their new capital While the bulk of the 
nation pra&ifed the legal ceremonies, and purfued 
the lucrative occupations of commerce, a few 
Hebrews, of a more liberal fpirit, devoted their 
lives to religious and philofophical contempla- 
tion ,5 . They cultivated with diligence, and em- 
braced with ardour, the theological fyftem of the 
Athenian fage. But their national pride would 
have been mortified by a fair confeflion of their 
former poverty : and they boldly marked, as the 
facred inheritance of their anceftors, the gold and 
jewels which they had fo lately ftolen from their 
Egyptian matters. One hundred years before the 
birth of Chrift, a philofophical treatife, which 
manifeftly betrays the ftile and fentiments of the 
fchool of Plato, was produced by the Alexandrian 
Jews, and unanimoufly received as a genuine and 
valuable relic of the infpired Wifdom of Solo- 
mon ,6 . A fimilar union of the Mofaic faith, and 

the 

O Bruckcr, Hill. Philofoph. tom. i. p. 1349 — 1357. Th« 
Alexandrian fchool is celebrated by Strabo ( 1 . xvii.) and Ammianus 
(xxii. 6.). ' ' . 

'+ Jofcph. Antiquitat. 1 . xii. c. 1. 3. Bafnage, Hill, des Juifs, 
1. vii. c. 7. 

'5 For the origin of the JeWifh philofophy, fee Eufebius, Prxparat. 
Evangel, viii. 9, 10. According to Philo, the Therapeutx lludied 
philofophy ; and Bruckcr has proved (Hift. Philofoph. tom. ii* 
p. 7S7.), that they gave the preference to that of Plato. 

* 6 Sec Cajmet, Dilfertations fur la Bible, tom, ii. p. -177, Tha 
fcocjt of thf Wifdom of Solomon was received by many of the fathers 

at 
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the Grecian philofophy, diftinguifhes the works c ^^ p * 
of Philo, which were compofed, for the moll v — -y—J 
part, under the reign of Auguftus' 7 . The 
material foul of the univerfe 13 might offend the 
piety of the Hebrews : but they applied the cha- 
rafler of the Logos to the Jehovah of Mofes and 
the patriarchs ; and the Son of God was introduced 
upon earth under a vifible, and even human > 
appearance, to perform thofe familiar offices which 
feem incompatible with the nature and attributes 
of the Univerfal Caufe ,9 . 

The eloquence of Plato, the name of Solomon, Revealed 
the authority of the fchool of Alexandria, and the Ap^tUe 

St. John, 

as the work of that monarch ; and although rejected by the Protcft- * 

ants for want of a Hebrew original, it has obtained, with the reft of 
the Vulgate, the fanflion of the council cf Trent. 

■7 The Platonifm of Philo, which was famous to a proverb, is 
proved beyond a doubt by LeClerc (Epitt. Crit. viii. p. an — 228.). 

Bafnage (Hill, des Juifs, 1 . iv. c. 5.) has clearly afeertained, that 
the theological works of Philo were compofed before the death, and 
rood probably before the birth, of Chrift. In fuch a time of dark* 
nefs, the knowledge of Philo is more aftonilhing than his errors. 

Bull, Defenf. Fid. Nicen. f. i. c. 1. p. 12. 

18 Mens agitat molem, ct magno fe corpor! m'.fcet. ' 

Befides this material foul, Cudworth has difeovered (p. 562.) in 
Amelius, Porphyry, Plotinus, and, as he thinks, in Plato himiclf, 
a fuperior, fpiritual, vpercsjmian foul of the univerfe. But this double 
foul is exploded by Brucker, Bafnage, and Le Clcrc, as an idle fancy 
of the latter Platonifts. , 

*9 Petav. Dogmata Theologica, tom. ii. 1 . viii. c. *. p. 791* 

Bull, Defenf. Fid. Nicen. f. i. c. 1. p. 8. 15. This notion, till it 
was abufed by the Arians, was freely adopted in the Chriftian theo- 
logy. Tcrtullian (adv. Praxeam, c. 16.) has a remarkable and 
dangerous paflage. After controlling, with indifereet wit, the na- 
ture of God, and the aflions of Jehovah, he concludes: Scilicet ut 
h?ec de filio Dei non crcdenda f uifle-, fi non feripta eflent ; fortafle 
non credenda de Patre licet feripta. 

confcnt 
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chap, confent of the Jews and Greeks, were inefficient 
H ^ "_ r to eftablifh the truth of a myfterious do&rine, 
which might pleafe, but could not fatisfy, a ra- 
tional mind. A prophet, or apoftle, infpired by 
the Deity, can alone exercife a lawful dominion 
over the faith of mankind ; and the theology of 
Plato might have been for ever confounded with v 
the philofophical viftons of the Academy, the 
Porch, and the Lycasum, if the name and divine 
attributes of the Logos had not been confirmed by 
the celeflial pen of thelaft and moft fublime of the 
Evangelifts I0 . The Chriftian Revelation, which 
was confummated under the name of Nerva, dif- 
clofed to the world the amazing fecret, that the 
Locos, who was with God from the beginning, 
and was God, who had made all things, and for 
whom all things had been made, was incarnate in 
the perfon of Jefus of Nazareth j who had been 
born of a virgin, and fufFered death on the crofs. 
Befides the general defign of fixing on a perpetual 
bafis the divine honour's of Chrift, the moft ancient 
and refpe<ftable of the ecclefiaftical writers have 
afcribed to the evangelic theologian, a particular 
intention to confute two oppofite herefies, which 
difturbed the peace of the primitive church 

t 

40 The Platohifts admired the beginning of the Gofpel of St. 
John, as containing anexatt tranfcript of their own principles. Au« 
guftin. de Civitat. Dei, x. 19. Amelius apud Cyril, adverf. Julian. 

1 . viii. p. 283. But in the third and fourth centuries, the Platonifts 
of Alexandria might improve their Trinity, by the fecret lludy of the 
Chriftian theology. 

11 SeeBeaufobre Hift. Critique du Manicheifme, tom. i. p. 377. 
The Gofpel according to St. John is fuppofed to have been publilhed 
about feventy years after the death of Chrift. 

I. The - 
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I. The faith of the Ebionites ", perhaps of the c P. 
Nazarenes **, was grofs and imperfect. They 
revered Jefus as the greateft of the prophets, 
endowed with fupernatural virtue and power. andDo- 
They afcribed to his perfon and to his future reign 

all the predictions of the Hebrew oracles which 
relate to the fpiritual and everlafting kingdom of 
the promifed Mefiiah **. Some of them might 
confefs that he was born of a virgin; but they 
obftinately rejected the preceding exiftence and 
divine perfections of the Logos, or Son of God, 
which are fo clearly defined in the Gofpel of St. 

John. About fifty years afterwards, the Ebionites, ■ 
whofe errors are mentioned by Juftin Martyr with 
lefs feverity than they feem to deferve 1 ’, formed a 
very inconfiderable portion of the Chriftian name. 

II. The Gnofties, who were diftinguilhed by the 
epithet of Doceles, deviated into the contrary ex- 
treme ; and betrayed the human, while they 


11 The fcntiments of the Ebionites arc fairly Rated by Moflicim 
(p. 3 3 1 • ) and Le Clcrc (Hift. F.cclef. p. 535.). The Clementines, 
publilhed among the apoftolical fathers, are attributed by the critic* 
to one of thefe feftaries. 

*5 Staunch polemics, like Bull (Judicium Ecclef. Cathol. c. *.), 
infill on the orthodoxy of the Nazarenes ; which appears lefs pure 
and certain in the eyes of Molheim (p. 330.). 

*+ The humble condition and l’ufferings of Jefus have always 
been a Rumbling-block to the Jews. “ Deus . . . contrariis colori- 
“ bus Mefiiam deplnxerat; futurus erat Rex, Judex, J’aftor,” &c. 
See Limborch et Orobio Arnica Collat. p. 8. 19. 53—76. 191—434. 
But this objection has obliged the believing Chriftians to lift up their 
eyes to a fpiritual and everlafting kingdom. 

*J Juftin Martyr, Dialog, cum Tryphonte, p. 143, 144. See Le 
Clerc, Hift. Ecclef. p. 61 j. Bull, and his editor Grabe (Judicium 
Ecclef. Cathol. c. 7. and Appendix), attempt to diftort either the 
fentiments or the words of Jultin ; but their violent correction of the 
text is rejeded even by the Benedictine editors. 

a aflerted 
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aflerted the divine, nature of Chrift. Educated 
in the fchool of Piato, accuftomed to the fublime 
idea of the Logos , they readily conceived that the 
brighteH ALon , or Emanation of the Deity, might 
alTume the outward fhape and vilible appearances 
of a mortal'* 6 ; but they vainly pretended, that the 
imperfections of matter are incompatible with the 
purity of a celenial fubfcance. While the blood - 
of Chrin yet fmoked on Mount Calvary, the 
Docetes invented the impious and extravagant 
hypothefis, that, inftead of ilTuing from the womb 
of the Virgin 17 , he had defcended on the banks 
of the Jordan in the form of perfect manhood j 
that he had impofed on the fenfes of his enemies, 
and of his difciples ; and that the mininers of 
Pilate had wafted their impotent rage on an airy 
phantom, who fecmed to expire on the crofs, and, 
after three days, to rife from the dead iS . 

The divine famtion, which the Apoftle had 
bellowed on the fundamental principle of the 

The Arians reproached the orthodox party with borrowing their 
Trinity from the Valcntinians ami Marcionites. See Beaufobre, 
Hift. du Manicheil'me, 1. iii. c. j. 7. 

*7 Non dignum eft ex utero credere Deum, et Deitm Chriftum 
, . . . non dignum eft ut tnnta majeftas per fordes et fqualores mnlie- 
ris tranfire credatur. The Gnoftics afterted the impurity of matter, 
and of marriage ; and they were fcandalized by the grofs interpreta- 
tions of the fathers, and even of Auguftin himfclf. See Beaufobre, 
tom. ii. p. 513. 

18 Apoftolis adhuc in faeculo ftiperftitibus apud Judaeam Chrifti 
fanguine recente, et phantafma corpus Domini afl'erebatur. Cote- 
lerius tliinks (Patrcs Apoftol. tom. ii. p. 14.) that thofe vrho will not 
allow the Doctiu to have arii’en in the time of the Apoftles, may with 
equal reafon deny that the fun (hines at noon-day. Thefe Docetn, 
who formed the molt conlidcrable party among the Gnoftics, were ib 
called, becaufc they granted only a faming body to Chrift. 

theology 
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theology of Plato, encouraged the learned profe- 
lytes of the fecond and third centuries to admire 
and ftudy the writings of the Athenian fage, who 
had thus marvelloufly anticipated one of the mod 
furprifing difeoveries of the Chriftian revelation. 
The refpeftable name of Plato was ufed by the 
orthodox l9 , and abufed by the heretics 5 °, as the 
, common fupport of truth and error : the authority 
of his fkilful commentators, and the fcience of 
dialectics, were employed to juftify the remote 
confequences of his opinions j and to fupply the 
difereet filence of the infpired writers* The fame 
fubtle and profound queftions concerning the 
nature, the generation, the diftintftion, and the 
equality of the three divine perfons of the myfte- 
rious Triad , or Trinity S V were agitated in the 
philofophical, and in the Chriftian, fchools of 
Alexandria. An eager fpirit of curiofity urged 


*9 Some proofs of the refpeft which the Chriltians entertained for 
the perfon and doctrine of Plato, may be found in De la Mothe ie 
Vayer, tom. v. p. 135, See. edit. 1757; and Bafnsge, Hilt, de* 
Juifs, tom. iv. p. 19. 79, Sec. 

3° Doleo bona fide, Platonem omnium hasreticorum condimen- 
tarium faftum. Tertullian. de Anima, c. 23. Petavius (Dogm. 
Theolog. tom. iii. proleg. a.) ihews that this was a general com- 
plaint. Beaufobre (tom. i. 1 . iii. c. 9, 10.) has deduced the 
Gnoftic errors from Platonic principles } and as, in the fchool of 
Alexandria, thofe principles were blended with the Oriental philo- 
fophy (Brucker, tom. i. p. 1356.), the fentiment of Beaufobre may 
be reconciled with the opinion of Molheim (General Hiltory of the 
Church, vol, i. p. 37.). 

3 i If Theophilus, bilhop of Antioch (fee Dupin, Bibliotheque 
Ecclefiailique, tom. L p. 66.), was the firft who employed the word 
Triad, Trinity, that abliraft term, which was already familiar to the 
fchools of philofophy, mult have been introduced into the theology 
of the Chriltians after the middle of the fecond century. 

Vol.III. Y them 
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C yiA P ' them to explore the fecrets of the abyfs ; and the 
< — v ^— > pride of the profeffors, and of their difciples, was 
latisfied with the fcience of words. But the moft 
fagacious of the Chrifiian theologians, the great 
Athanafius himfelf, has candidly confeffed **, that 
whenever he forced his underftanding to meditate 
on the divinity of the Logos, his toilfome and un- 
availing efforts recoiled on themfelves j that the 
more he thought, the lefs he comprehended j and 
the more he wrote, the lefs capable was he of ex- 
preffmg his thoughts. In every ftep of the enquiry, 
we are compelled to feel and acknowledge the 
immeafurable difproportion between the fize of 
the objeft and the capacity of the human mind. 
We may ftrive to abftrafl: the notions of time, of 
fpace, and of matter, which fo clofely adhere to 
all the perceptions of our experimental knowledge. 
But as foon as we prefume to reafon of infinire 
fubftance, of fpiritual generation ; as often as we 
deduce any pofitive conclufions from a negative 
idea, we are involved- in darknefs, perplexity, and 
inevitable contradiftion. As thefe difficulties arife 
from the nature of the fubjeft, they opprefs, with 
the fame infuperable weight, the philofophic and 
the theological difputant ; but we may obferve 
two effential and peculiar circumftances, which 
difcriminated the doctrines of the Catholic church 
from the opinions of the Platonic fchool. 

Zeal of the I. A chofen fbciety of philofophers, men of a 
elm tans. pk era j e( j uca tion and curious difpofition, might 

f 

3 * Athanafius, tom. i. p. 808. His cxprelfions have an uncom- 
mon energy ; anti as he was writing to Monks, there could not be 
any occafion for him to afftfl a rational language. 

§ filently 
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filently meditate, and temperately difcufs, in the C xxt. P * 
gardens of Athens or the library of Alexandria, v— 
the abdrufe queftions of metaphyfical fcience. 

The lofty fpeculations, which neither convinced 
the underftanding, nor agitated the paffions, of 
the Platonids themfelves, were carelefsly over- 
- looked by the idle, the bufy, and even the dudious 
part of mankind ”. But after the Logos had been 
revealed as the facred objeft of the faith, the 
hope, and the religious worfhip of the Chriftians ; 
the myderious fy Item was embraced by a numerous 
and increafing multitude in every province of the 
Roman world. Thofe perfons who, from their 
age, or fex, or occupations, were the lead qua- 
lified to judge, who were the lead exercifed in 
the habits of abdraft reafoning; afpired to con- 
template the ceconomy of the Divine Nature i 
and it is the boad of Tertullian 3+ , that a Chridian 
mechanic could readily anfwer fuch quedions as 
had perplexed the wifed of the Grecian fages. 

Where the fubjeid lies fo far beyond our reach, the 
difference between the highed and the lowed of 
human underdandings may indeed be calculated 
as infinitely fmall ; yet the degree of weaknefs 
may perhaps be meafured by the degree of obdi- 
nacy and dogmatic confidence. Thefe fpecula- 

In a treatife, which profefTed to explain the opinions of the an* 
cient philofophcrs concerning the nature of the gods, we might ex* 
pe£l to difcover the theological Trinity of Plato. But Cicero very 
honeftly confeffed, that though he had translated the Timssus, he 
could never underftand that myfterious dialogue. See Hiercnym. 
prsf. ad 1 . xii. in Ifaiam, tom. v. p. 154.. 

J* Tertullian. in Apolog. c. 46. See Bayle, Di&ionnaire, ati 
mot Simonide. His remarks on the prefumption of Tertullian are 
profound and interefting. 

Y 2 tions, 
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C h A p. tions, inftead of being treated as the amufement 

, XX I ' , of a vacant hour, became the moft ferious bufinefs 
of the prefent, and the moft ufeful preparation for 
a future, life. A theology, which it was incum- 
bent to believe, which it was impious to doubt, 
and which it might be dangerous, and even fatal, 
to miftake, became the fajniliar topic of private 
meditation and popular difcourfe. The cold in- 
difference of philofophy was inflamed by the fer- 
vent fpirit of devotion j and even the metaphors 
of common language fuggefted the fallacious 
prejudices of fenfe and experience. TheChriftians, 
who abhorred the grofs and impure generation of 
the Greek mythology Js , were tempted to argue 
from the familiar analogy of the filial and paternal 
relations. The charadler of Son feemed to imply 
a perpetual fubordi nation to the voluntary author 
of his exiftence }6 j but as the a£t of generation, 
in the moft fpiritual and abftrafted fenfe, muft be 
fuppofcd to tranfmit the properties of a common 
nature ”, they durft not prefume to circumfcribe 


JS Laflantius, !v. S . Yet the Probate, or Pro'ot'u , which the moft 
orthodox divines borrowed without fcruple from the Valentinians, 
and illuft rated by the comparifons of a fountain and ftream, the 
fun and its rays, See. either meant nothing, or favoured a material 
idea of the divine generation. See Beaufobre, tom. i. 1 . iii. c. 7. 
p. 54.8. 

J 6 Many of the primitive writers have frankly confefled, that the 
Son owed his being to die •will of the Father. See Clarke’s Scripture 
Trinity, p. »8o — 187. On the other hand, Athanalius and his 
followers feem unwilling to grant what they are afraid to deny. The 
fchoolmen extricate themfelves from this difficulty by the diftinttion 
of a f needing and a concomitant will. Petav. Dogm. Theolog. tom. ii. 
1. vi. c. 8. p. 587 — 603. 

J7 See P-etav. Dogm, Theolog. tom. ii. l,ii. c. 10. p. 159. 
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the powers or the duration of the Son of an eternal c p 
and omnipotent Father. Fourfcorc years after 
the death of Chrift, the Chriftians of Bithynia de- ' 
dared before the tribunal of Pliny, that they in- 
voked him as a god : and his divine honours have 
been perpetuated in every age and country, by the 
various fetfts who aflume the name of his dif- 
ciples 3 *. Their tender reverence for the memory 
of Chrift, and their horror for the profane worfhip 
of any created being, would have engaged them 
to aflert the equal and abfolute divinity of the 
Logos, if their rapid afcent towards the throne of 
heaven had not been imperceptibly checked by 
the apprehenfion of violating the unity and foie 
fupremacy of the great Father of Chrift and of the 
Univerle. The fufpenfe and fluctuation pro- 
duced in the minds of the Chriftians by thefe op- 
pofite tendencies, may beobferved in the writings 
of the theologians who flourifhed after the end of 
the apoftolic age, and before the origin of the 
Arian controverfy. Their fuffrage is claimed, 
with equal confidence, by the orthodox and by 
the heretical parties; and the moft inquifitive 
critics have fairly allowed, that if they had the 
good fortune of poflefling the Catholic verity, 
they have delivered their conceptions in loofe. 


3 * Carmenque Chrifto quafi Deo dicere fecum invicem. PJin. 
Epift. x. 97. The fenfe of Dtus, e.‘o*, Elobim, in the ancient lan- 
guages, is critically examined by Le Clerc (Ars Critica, p. jjo— 
and the propriety of worlhipping a very excellent creature, 
is ably defended by the Socinian Eralyn (Traits, p. *9 — 36. 
51-145.). 

Y 3 inaccurate. 
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inaccurate, and fometimes contradictory lan- 
guage 39 . 

II. The devotion of individuals was the firft 
circumftance which diftinguifhed the Chriftians 
from the Platonifts : the ftcond was the authority 
of the church. The difciples of philofophy aflerted 
the rights of intellectual freedom, and their re- 
fpeCt for the fentiments of their teachers was a 
liberal and voluntary tribute, which they offered 
to fuperior reafon. But the Chriftians formed a 
numerous and difciplined fociety and thejurif- 
diCtion of their laws and magiftrates was ftriCtly 
exercifed over the minds of the faithful. The 
loofe wanderings of the imagination were gra- 
dually confined by creeds and confeflions 40 ; the 
freedom of private judgment fubmitted to the 
public wifdom of fynods ■, the authority of a theo- 
logian was determined by his eccleftaftical rank ; 
and the epifcopal fucceflors of the apoftles infliCled 
the cenfures of the church on thofe who deviated 
from the orthodox belief. But in an age of re- 
ligious controverfy, every aft of oppreftton adds 
new force to the elaftic vigour of the mind ; and 
the zeal or obftinacy of a fpiritual rebel was fome- 
times ftimulated by fecret motives of ambition or 

39 See Daille de Ufu Patrum, and Le Clerc, Kibliothcque Uni- 
Verfelle, tom. x. p. 4 . 09 . To arraign the faith of the Anti-Nicene 
fathers, was the objeft, or at lcaft has been the effeft, of the ftupen- 
dous work of Petavius on the Trinity (Dogm. Theolog. tom. ii.) ; 
nor has the deep impreifion been crazed by the learned defence of 
Billiop Bull. 

4 ° The mod ancient creeds were drawn up with the greateft lati- 
tude. See Bull (Judicium Ecclef. C 3 thol.), who tries to prevent 
Ppifcojtius from deriving any advantage from this obfervation. 

avarice. 
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avarice. A metaphyfical argument became the c ^a p - 
caufe or pretence of political contefts ; the fubtle- 
ties of the Platonic fchool were ufed as the badges faaions - 
of popular fadlions, and the diftance which iepa- 
rated their refpedtive tenets was enlarged or mag- 
nified by the acrimony of difpute. As long as the 
dark herefies of Praxeas and Sabellius laboured to 
confound the Father with the Son* 1 , the orthodox 
party might be excufed if they adhered more 
Itridtly and more earneftly to the dijlinftion , than 
to the equality of the divine perfons. But as foon 
as the heat of controverfy had fubfided, and the 
progrefs of the Sabellians was no longer an object 
of terror to the churches of Rome, of Africa, or of 
Egypt ; the tide of theological opinion began to 
flow with a gentle but Heady motion toward the 
contrary extreme j and the mod orthodox do&ors 
allowed themfelves the ule of the terms and defi- 
nitions which had been cenfured in the mouth of 
the fedtaries After the edict of toleration had 
reftored peace and leifure to the Cnrittians, the 
Trinitarian controverfy was revived in the ancient 
feat of Piatonifm, the learned, the opulent, the 
tumultuous city of Alexandria; and the flame of 
religious difcord was rapidly communicated from 

the fchools, to the clergy, the people, the pro- 

/ ' 

* 

4 » The herefies of Praxeas, Sabellius, Src. are accurately explain- 
ed by Moflieim (p. 415. 680 — 714.). Praxeas, who came to Rome 
about the end of the fecond century, deceived, for lone time, the 
fimplicity of the bilhop, and was confuted by the pen of the angiy 
'i'ertu'.lian. 

4* Socrates acknowledges, that the lierefy of Alius proceeded 
from his ftrong defue to embrace an opinion the mod diametrically 
oppofitc to that of Sabellius. 

, Y 4 vince. 
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C ^AP. v ‘ nce> anc * t ^ ie The a bftrufe queftion of 

^ — w ~j the eternity of the Logos was agitated in ecclefiaftic 
conferences, and popular fermons ; and the hete? 
£rius. rodox opinions of Arius 4 * were foon made public 
by his own zeal, and by that of his adverfaries. 
His mod implacable adverfaries have acknow- 
ledged the learning and blamelefs life of that 
eminent preibyter j who, in a former election, had 
declared, and perhaps generouQy declined, his 
pretenfions to the epifcopal throne 44 . His com- 
petitor Alexander afiumed the office of hisjudge. 
The important caufe was argued before him ; and 
if at firft he feemed to hefitate, he at length pro- 
nounced his final fentence, as an abfolute rule of 
faith 4S . The undaunted preibyter, who prefumed 
to refill the authority of his angry bilhop, was 
feparated from the communion of the church. 
But the pride of Arius was lupported by the 
• applaufe of a numerous party. He reckoned 
among his immediate followers two bilhops of 

45 The figure and manners of Arius, the charafter and numbers 
of his firft profelytes, are painted in very lively colours by Epipha- 
nitis (tom. i. Haeref. lxix. 3. p. 719.) ; and we cannot but regret 
that he lhould foon forget the hiftorian, to a flume the talk of con- 
troverfy. 

44 See Philoftorgius ( 1 . i. c. 3.), and Godefroy’s ample Com- 
mentary. Yet the credibility of Philoftorgius is leflened, in the eyes 
of the orthodox, by his Arianifm ; and in thofe of rational critics, by 
his pafllon, his prejudice, and his ignorance. 

45 Sozomcn ( 1 . i. c. 15.) reprefents Alexander as indifferent, 

and even ignorant, in the beginning of the controverfy ; while So- 
crates (1. i. c. 5.) afcribes the origin of the difpute to the vain 
curiofity of his theological fpeculations. Dr. Jortin (Remarks on 
Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, vol. ii. p. 178.) has cenfured, with his ufual 
freedpm, the condutt of Alexanders <rpo t . . . . 

•jJLOUIt <f>j>vli(V IXlMlUTI, 
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Egypt, feven prelbyters, twelve deacons, and CHAP, 
(what may appear almoft incredible) feven hun- 1 ^ 

dred virgins. A large majority of the bifhops of 
Afia appeared to fupport or favour his caufe; 
and their meafures were conduced by Eufebius 
of Casfarea, the mod learned of the Chriftian pre- 
lates; and by Eufebius of Nicomedia, who had 
acquired the reputation of a ftatefman without 
forfeiting that of a faint. Synods in Paleftine 
£nd Bithynia were oppofed to the fynods of Egypt. 

Xhe attention of the prince and people was at- 
tracted by this theological difpute; and the deci- 
fion, at the end of fix years 4S , was referred to the A.D. 3 l8 
fupreme authority of the general council of Nice. 

When the myfteries of the Chriftian faith were Three fyf- 
dangeroufly expofed to public debate, it might Trinity.* 11 * 
be obferved, that the human underftanding was 
capable of forming three diftinCt, though imper- 
fect, fyftems, concerning the nature of the Divine 
Trinity; and it was pronounced, that none of 
thefe fyftems, in a pure and abfolute fenfe, were 
exempt from herefy and error 47 . I. According Arianifm. 
to the firft hypothefis, which was maintained by 
Arius and his difciples, the Logos was a depends 


4 * The flames of Arianifm might bum for forae time in fecret; 
but there is reafon to believe that they burft out with violence at 
early as the year 319. Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. vi. j». 
774-780. 

47 Quid credidit ? Certe, out tria nomina audiens tres Deos efle 
credidit, et idololatra effectus eft ; aut in tribus vocabulis trinominem 
predens Deum, in Sabellii haerefim incurrit ; aut edo&us ab Arianis 
unum efle verum Deum Patrem, fllium et fpiritum fanflum credidit 
creaturas. Aut extra haec quid credere potuerit nefcio. Hieronyro. 
adv. Luciferianos. Jerom referves for the laft the orthodox fyftem, 
which is more complicated and difficult. 

6 ent 
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* 

C 30a P ent an< ^ fp° ntaneous production, created from 
- f _.i nothing by the will of the Father. The Son, by 
whom all things were made 43 , had been begotten 
before all worlds, and the longed; of the altrono- 
mical periods could be compared only as a fleet- 
ing moment to the extent of his duration ■, yet 
this duration was not infinite 49 , and there bad 
been a time which preceded the ineffable genera- 
tion of the Logos. Ori this only begotten Son the 
Almighty Father had transfufed his ample fpirir, 
and imprefled the effulgence of his glory. Vifible 
image of invifible perfeftion, he faw, at an im- 
meafurable diftance beneath his feet, the thrones 
of the brighteft archangels : yet he Ihone only 
with" a reflected light, and, like the fons of the 
Roman emperors, who were invefted with the 
titles of Caefiir or Auguftus 50 , he governed the 
univerfe in obedience to the will of his Father and 
Trithsifm. Monarch. II. In the fecond hypothefis, the Logos 
pofleffed all the inherent, incommunicable per- 
fections, which religion and philofophy appro- 
priate to the Supreme God. Three diffinCt and 
infinite minds or fubftances, three co-equal and 
co-eternal beings, compofed the Divine Efience 51 

and 


** As the doctrine of abfolute creation front nothing, was gradually 
introduced among the Chriftians (Beaufobre, tom. ii. p. 165 — zi 5.), 
the dignity ot the workman very naturally rofe with that of the work. 

*9 The metaphyfics of Dr. Clarke (Scripture Trinity, p. 176 — 
a?o.) could digeft an eternal generation from an infinite caufe. 

s° This prophane and ablurd fimile is employed by feveral of the 
primitive fathers, particularly by Athenagoras, in his Apology to 
the emperor Marcus and his fon ; and it is alleged, without cenlure, 
by Bull himfelf. See Defenf. Fid. Nicen. f. iii. c. j. N° 4. 

s» See Cudworth’s Intelleflual Syftem, p. 559. 579. This dan- 
gerous hypothefis was countenanced r,y the two Gregories, of Ny(T» 

and 
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and it would have implied contradiction, that any 
of them Ihould not have exilted, or that they u.-y— ) 
fhould ever ceafe to exift 5 \ The advocates of a 

fyftem which feemed to eftablifh three independent 
Deities, attempted to preferve the unity of the 
Firft Caufe, fo confpicuous in the defign and 
order of the world, by the perpetual concord of 
their adminiftration, and the efiential agreement 
of their will. A faint refemblance of this unity 
of action may be difcovered in the focieties of 
men, and even of animals. The caufes which 
diflurb their harmony proceed only from the im- 
perfection and inequality of their faculties : but 
the omnipotence which is guided by infinite wif- 
dom and goodnefs, cannot fail of chufingthe fame 
means for the aceomplifhment of the fame ends. 

III. Three Bei ngs, who, by the feif-derived Sabellitn- 
necefiity of their exigence, poflTefs all the divine 
attributes in the mod perfect degree j who are 
eternal in duration, infinite in fpace, and inti- 
mately prefent to each other, and to the whole 
univerfe j irrefiftibly force themfelves on the afto- 
nilhed mind, as one and the fame Being ”, who, 
in the ceconomy of grace, as well as in that of 

and Nazianzen, by Cyril of Alexandria, John of Damafeus, See. 

See Cudworth, p. 603. Lc Clerc, Bibliotheque Univeifelle, tom. 
xviii. p. 97 — 105. 

5 * Auguftin feems to envy the freedom of the philofophers. 

Liberis verbis loquuntur philofophi .... Nos autem non dicimu* 
duo vel tria principia, duos vel tres Deos. De Civitat. Dei, x. 23. 

55 Boetius, who was deeply verfed in the philofophy of Plato and 
Ariftotle, explains the unity of the Trinity by the in-differttice of the 
three perfons. See the judicious remarks of Le Clerc, Bibliotheque 
Choifie, tom. xvi. p. 225, &c. 

nature, 
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c i?,£ P- nature, may manifeft himfelf under different 

xxi. * 

u — j forms, and be confidered under different afpefts. 
By this hypothefis, a real fubftantiai Trinity is 
refined into a trinity of names, and abftradt modi- 
fications, that fubfifl only in rhe mind which 
conceives them. The Logos is no longer a per- 
fon, but an attribute j and it is only in a figurative 
fenfe, that the epithet of Son can be applied to 
the eternal reafon which was with God from the 
beginning, and by which, not by whom, all things 
were made. The incarnation of the Logos is re- 
duced to a mere infpiration of the Divine Wifdom, 
which filled the foul, and directed all the actions 
of the man Jefus. Thus, after revolving round 
the theological circle, we are furprifed to find 
that the Sabellian ends where the Ebionite had 
begun ; and that the incomprehenfible myftery 
which excites our adoration, eludes our en- 
quiry * 4 . 

Council If the bilhops of the council of Nice 55 had 

-A.D. 3*5. been permitted to follow the unbiaffed dilates 


5 + If the Sabellians were (bulled at this conclufion, they were 
driven down another precipice into the confeffion, that the Father was 
born of a virgin, that ke had fuffered on the crofs ; and thus deferved 
the odious epithet of Patri-pejfiar.t, with which they were branded 
by their adverfaries. See the inveftives of Tertullian againft Praxeas, 
and the temperate refleftior.s ofMofhcim (p. 423. 6S1) j and Beau- 
fobre, tom. i. ). iii. c. 6. p. 533. 

55 The tranfaflions of the council of Nice are related by the 
ascients, not only in a partial, but in a very imperfeft, manner. 
Stlch a pifture as Fia-Paolo would have drawn, can never be 
recovered j but fuch rude (ketches as have been traced by the pencil 
of bigotry, and that of reafon, may be feen in Tillemont (Mem. 
Ecclef. tom. vi. p. 669—759.) and in Le Clcrc (Bibliotheque 
Univerfelle, tom. x. p. 435— 454 '}- 

'of 
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of their conference, Arius and his aflociates could c 

fcarcely have flattered themfelves with the hopes < 

of obtaining a majority of votes, in favour of an 
hypothefis fo dire&ly adverfe to the two mofi: 
popular opinions of the Catholic world. The 
Arians foon perceived the danger of their fitua- 
tion, and prudently afiumed thofe modeft virtues, 
which, in the fury of civil and religious difien- 
tions, are feldom pra&ifed, or even praifed, 
except by the weaker party. They recommended 
the exercife of Chriftian charity and moderation ; 
urged the incomprehenfible nature of the contro- 
verfy j difclaimed the ufe of any terms or defini- 
tions which could not be found in the feriptures; 
and offered, by very liberal conceflions, to fatisfy 
their adverfaries, without renouncing the integrity 
of their own principles. The vidlorious fadlion 
received all their propofals with haughty fufpicion; 
and anxioufly fought for fome irreconcileable mark 
of diftinflion, the rejedlion of which might in- 
volve the Arians in the guilt and confequences of 
herefy. A letter was publicly read, and ignomi- 
nioufly torn, in which their patron, Eufebius of 
Nicomedia, ingenuoufly confefled, that the ad- 
miflion of the Homoousion, or Confubftantial, 
a word already familiar to the Platonifts, was in- 
compatible with the principles of their theological 
fyftem. The fortunate opportunity was eagerly 
embraced by the bilhops, who governed the refo- 
lutions of the fynod ; and according to the lively 
exprefiion of Ambrofe 56 , they ufed the fword^ 

which 

56 We are indebted to Ambrofe (de Fide, 1 . iii. cap. ult.) for the 
knowledge of this curious anecdote. Hoc rerbum poluerunt Patres, 

quod 
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CHAP, which herefy itfelf had drawn from the fcabbard, 

■, — * . to cut off the head of the hated monfter. The 
confubftantiality of the Father and the Son was 
eftablilhed by the council of Nice, and has been 
unanimoufly received as a fundamental article of 
the Chriftian faith, by the confent of the Greek, 
the Latin, the Oriental, and the Proteftant 
churches. But if the fame word had not ferved 
to ftigmatize the heretics, and to unite the Catho- 
lics, it would have been inadequate to the purpofe 
of the majority, by whom it was introduced into 
the orthodox creed. This majority was divided 
into two parties, diftinguilhed by a contrary ten- 
dency to the fentiments of the Tritheifts and of 
the Sabellians. But as thofe oppofite extremes 
feemed' to overthrow the foundations either of 
natural, or revealed, religion, they mutually 
agreed to qualify the rigour of their principles : 
and to difavow the juft, but invidious, confe- 
quences, which might be urged by their an- 
tagonifts. The intereft of the common caufe 
inclined them to join their numbers, and to con- 
ceal their differences j their animofity was foftened 
by the healing counfels of toleration, and their 
difputes were fufpended by the ufe of the myfte- 
rious Uomooufi6ny which either party was free to 
interpret according to their peculiar tenets. The 
Sabellian fenfe, which, about fifty years before, 
had obliged the council of Antioch 57 to prohibit 

quod riderunt adverfariis efie formidini ; ut tar.quam eraginato ab 
ip(is gladio, ipfum nefandae caput heraefeos amputarent. 

57 See Bull, Defenf. Fid. Nicen. feft. ii. c. i. p. n— 36. He 
thinks it his duty to reconcile two orthodox fvnods . 

this 
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this celebrated term, had endeared it to thofe c 
theologians who entertained a fecret but partial w. 
affedtion for a nominal Trinity. But the more 
fafhionable faints of the Arian times, the intrepid 
Athanafius, the learned Gregory Nazianzen, and 
the other pillars of the church, who fupported with 
ability and fuccefs the Nicene do&rinc, appeared 
to confider the expreffion of fubfiance, as if it had 
been lynonimous with that of nature \ and they 
ventured to illuftrate their meaning, by affirming 
that three men, as they belong to the fame com- 
mon fpecies, are confubftantial or homooufian to 
each other 58 . This pure and diftinfl equality 
was tempered, on the one hand, by the internal 
connection, and fpiritual penetration, which in- 
diflblubly unites the divine perfons 59 ; and on the 
other, by the pre-eminence of the Father, which 
was acknowledged as far as it is compatible with 
the independence of the Son <Q . Within thefe 
limits the almoft invifible and tremulous ball of 
orthodoxy was allowed fecurely to vibrate. On 
either fide, beyond this confecrated ground, the 

5 ® According to Ariftotle, the ftars were Homooufian to each 
ether. “ That Homoou/iut means of one fubftance in hind, hath been 
“ fhewn by Petavius, Curcellseus, Cudworth, Le Clcrc, &c. and to 
« prove it, would be aSium agtrt." This is the juft remark of 
Dr. Jortin (vol. ii. p, 212.), who examines the Arian controvcrfy 
with learning, candour, and ingenuity. 

59 See Petavius (Dogm. Theolog. tom. ii. 1 . iv.c. 16. p. 453, &c.), 
Cudworth (p. 559.), Bull (feft. iv. p. 285—190. edit. Grab.). The 

or ciratmnctjUio, is perhaps the deepeft and darkeft corner 
of the whole theological abyfs. 

60 The third feflion of Bull's Defence of the Nicene Faith, which 
fome of his antagonifts have called nonfenfe, and others herefy, is 
confecrated to the fupremacy of the Father. 

heretics 
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chap, heretics and the daemons lurked in ambuflh to 
xx r. 

i , ^-'_i furprife and devour the unhappy wanderer. But 
as the degrees of theological hatred depend on the 
fpirit of the war, rather than on the importance 
of the controverfy, the heretics who degraded* 
were treated with more feverity than thofe who 
annihilated, the perfon of the Son. The life of 
Athanafius was confumed in irreconcileable op- 
pofition to the impious rnadnefs of the Arians 61 t 
but he defended above twenty years the Sabel- 
lianifm of Marcellus of Ancyra ; and when at laft 
he was compelled to withdraw himfelf from his 
communion, he continued to mention, with an 
ambiguous fmile, the venial errors of his refpec- 
table friend 6 \ 

Arian The authority of a general council, to which 

creeds. the Brians themfelves had been compelled to fub- 
mit, infcribed on the banners of the orthodox 
party the myfterious characters of the word 
Homooufion y which eflentially contributed, not- 
withftanding fome obfcure difputes, fome noctur- 
nal combats, to maintain and perpetuate the 
uniformity of faith, or at leaft of language. The 
Confubftantialifts, who by their fuccefs have de- 
fended and obtained the title of Catholics, gloried 
in the fimplicity and fteadinefs of their own creed, 


61 The ordinary appellation with which Athanafius and his 
followers chofe to compliment the Arians, was that of Ariimumtn. 

61 Epiphanius, tom. i. Hxref. lxxii. 4. p. 837. See the adven- 
tures of ^darcellus, in Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef. tom. vii. p. 880— 
899). His work, in one book, of the unity of God, was anfwered 
in the three books, which are Kill extant, of Eufebius. After a long 
and careful examination, Petavius (tom. r, 1 . i. c. 14. p. 78.) hac 
reluctantly pronounced the condemnation of Marcellus. 

and 
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Ond infulted the repeated variations of their adver- c h^a p * 
faries, who were deftitute of any certain rule of ■_ 
faith. The fincerity or the cunning of the Arian 
chiefs, the fear of the laws or of the people, their 
reverence for Chrift, their hatred of Achanafius, 
all the caufes, human and divine, that influence 
and dilturb the counfels of a theological fadion, 
introduced among the fe&aries a fpirit of difcord 
and inconftancy, which, in the courfe of a few 
years, erefted eighteen different models of reli- 
gion 63 , and avenged the violated dignity of the 
church. The zealous Hilary t+ , who, from the 
peculiar hardfhips of his fituation, was inclined to 
extenuate rather than to aggravate the errors of 
the Oriental clergy, declares, that in the wide 
extent of the ten provinces of Afia, to which he " 
had been banifhed, there could be found very 
few prelates who had preferved the knowledge of 
the true God*\ The oppreflion which he had 
felt, the diforders of which he was the fpedlator 
and the vi&im, appeafed, during a fhort interval, 

Athanafius, in his epiftlc concerning the fynods of Seleucia and 
Rimini (tom. i. p. 886 — 905.), has given an ample lift of Arian 
creeds, which has been enlarged and improved by the labours of the 
indefatigable Tillcmont (Mem. Ecclef. tom. vi. p. 477.). 

6 * Erafmus, with admirable fenl'e and freedom, has delineated the 
juft charafler of Hilary. To revife his text, to compofe the annals 
.of his life, and to juftify his fentmientsand conduit, is the province 
of the Benediftine editors. 

6 5 Abfque epifeopo Eleufio et paucis cum eo, ex majorc part# 

Afianse decern provinciae, inter quas conlifto, vere Deum nefeiunt. 

Atque utinam penitus nefeirent ! cum procliviore enim venia igno- 
rarent quam obtreftarent. Hilar, de Synodis, five de Fide Orien- 
talium, c. 63. p. 1186. edit. Benedift. In the celebrated parallel 
between atheifm and fuperftition, the bifhop of Poitiers would have 
been furprifed in the philofophic focicty of Bayle and Plutarch. 
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c HA P. the angry paffions of his foul ; and in the follow- 
j ing palfage, of which I fhall tranfcribe a few lines, 
the bifhop of Poitiers unwarily deviates into the 
Ityle of a Chriftian philofopher. “ It is a thing,” 
fays Hilary, ** equally deplorable and dangerous, 
“ that there are as many creeds as opinions among 
<c men, as many do&rines as inclinations, and as 
“ many fources of blafphemy as there are faults 
“ among us ; becaufe we make creeds arbitrarily, 
“ and explain them as arbitrarily. The Homo- 
“ oufion is rejefted, and received, and explained 
“ away by fuccefllve fynods. The partial or total 
tc refemblance of the Father and of the Son, is a 
“ fubjcft of difpute for thele unhappy times. 
,c Every year, nay every moon, we make new creeds 
<f to defcribe invifible mylteries. We repent of 
“ what we have done, we defend thofe who repent, 
<c we anathematife thofe whom we defended. 
“ We condemn either the dofirine of others in 
“ ourfelves, or our own in that of others and 
“ reciprocally tearing one another to pieces, we 
- ,c have been the caul'e of each other’s ruin <6 .” 

Arbn It will not be expefted, it would not perhaps 

be endured, that I fhould fwell this theological 
digreifion, by a minute examination of the eighteen 
creeds, the authors of which, for the molt part, 
declaimed the odious name of their parent Arius, 
It is amufing enough to delineate the form, and 
to trace the vegetation, of a lingular plant j but 

Hilarius ad Conftantium, 1 . 5 i. c. 4., 5. p. 1227, 1228. This 
remarkable paflage deferred the attention of Mr. Locke, who has 
trunferibed it (vol. iii. p. 470.) into the model of his new common, 
place book. 
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the tedious detail of leaves without flowers, and 
of branches without fruit, would foon exhauftthe 
patience, and difappoint the curiofity, of the 
laborious ftudent. One queftion which gradually 
arofe from the Arian controverfy, may however 
be noticed, as it ferved to produce and difcri* 
minate the three fe&s, who were united only by 
their common averfion to the Homooufion of the 
Nicene fynod. i. If they were afked, whether 
the Son was like unto the Father ; the queftion was 
refolutely anfwered in the negative, by the here- 
tics who adhered to the principles of Arius, or 
indeed to thofe of philofophy ; which feem to 
eftablifli an infinite difference between the Creator 
and the moft excellent of his creatures. This 
obvious confequence was maintained by /Etius 67 , 
on whom the z£al of his adverfaries bellowed the 
furname of the Atheift. His reftlefs and afpiring 
fpirit urged him to try almoft every profdfion of 
human life. He was fucceffivelv a flave, or at 
leaft a hulbandman, a travelling tinker, a gold- 
fmith, a phyfician, a fchool mailer, a theologian, 
and at laft the apoftle of a new church, which was 
propagated by the abilities of his difciple Euno- 
mius 68 . Armed with texts of feripture, and with 

captious 

67 In Philoftorgius ( 1 . iii. c. 15.) the chara&er and adventures of - 
,/Etius appear fingular enough, though they are carefully foftened by 
the hand of a friend. The editor Godefroy (p. 153.), who was 
more attached to his principles than to his author, has collefted the 
odious circumftances which his various adverfaries have preferved or 
invented. 

68 According to the judgment of a man who refpefted bott> thofe 
fcflaiies, Astius had been endowed with a ftronger underilanding, 
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captious fyllogifms from the logic of Ariftotle, the 
fubtle iEtius had acquired the fame of an invin- 
cible difputant, whom it was impoffible either to 
filence or to convince. Such talents engaged the 
friendlhip of the Arian bifhops, till they were 
forced to renounce, and even to perfecute, a dan- 
gerous ally, who, by the accuracy of his reafoning,,- 
had prejudiced their caufe in the popular opinion, 
and offended the piety of their moft devoted fol- 
lowers. 2. The omnipotence of the Creator 
fuggefted a fpecious and refpeCtful folution of the. 
likenefs of the Father and the Son ; and faith might 
humbly receive what reafon could not prefume to 
deny, that the Supreme God might communicate, 
his infinite perfections, and create a being fimilar 
only to himfelf 69 . Thefe Arians were powerfully 
fupported by the weight and abilities of their 
leaders, who had fucceeded to the management 
of the Eufebian intereft, and who occupied the 
principal thrones of the Eaft. They detefted, 
perhaps with fome affectation, the impiety of 
iEtius } they profeffed to believe, either without, 
referve, or according to the feriptures, that the. 
Son was different from all other creatures, and 
fimilar only to the Father. But they denied, that, 

and Eunomius had acquired more art and learning (Philoftorgins, 
1 . viii. c. iS.). The confeflion and apology of Eunomius (Fabricius, 
Eibliot. Grxc. tom. viii. p. 258 — 505.) is one of the few heretical 
pieces which have efcaped. 

°9 Yet, according to the opinion of Eflius and Bull (p. 297.), 
there is one power, that of creation, which God cannot communicate 
to a creature; Eftius, who fo accurately defined the limits of Omni- 
potence, was a Dutchman by birth, and by trade a fcholaftic divine. 
Dupin, Bibliot. Ecclef. tom. xvii. p. 45. 
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he was either of the fame, or of a fimilar fubftance j c H a p. 
fometimes boldly jollifying their diffent, and fome- 
times objecting to the ufe of the word fubftance, 
which feems to imply an adequate, or at leaft a 
• diftinft, notion of the nature of the Deity. 3. The 
feel which aflerted the dottrine of a fimilar fub- 
ftance, was the mod numerous, at leaft in the 
provinces of Afia ; and when the leaders of both 
parties were afi'embled in the council of Seleucia 70 , 
their opinion would have prevailed by a majority 
of one hundred and five to forty-three bifhops. 

The Greek word, which was chofen to exprefs 
this myfterious refemblance, bears fo clofe an 
affinity to the orthodox fymbol, that the profane 
of every age have derided the furious contefts 
which the difference of a fingle diphthong excited 
between the Homooufians and the Homoioufians. 

As it frequently happens, that the founds and cha- 
rafters which approach the neareft to each other, 
accidentally reprefent the moft oppofite ideas, the 
obfervation would be itfelf ridiculous, if it were 
poffible to mark any real and fenfible diftinftion 
between the dodlrine of the Semi-Arians, as they 
were improperly ftyled, and that of the Catholics 
themfelves. The biffiop of Poitiers, who in his 
Phrygian exile very wifely aimed at a coalition of 
parties, endeavours to prove that, by a pious and 
faithful interpretation 7I , the Homoioufion may be 

reduced 

f° Sabinus (ap. Socrat. 1. ii. c. 39.) had copied the afis ; Atha- 
tafius and Hilary have explained the diviiions of this Arian fynod ; 
the other circumftances which are relative to it are carefully collefted 
by Baronius and Tillemont. 

7* Fideli et pia intelligentia. . . De Synod, c. 77. p. *193. In his 
fhort apologetical notes (fir ft pubfifhed by the BeaedtfUaes from % 
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C P * reduced to a confubftantial fenfe. Yet he confefies 

AaI* 

u — y — > that the word has a dark and fufpieious afpeft ; 

and, as if darknefs were congenial to theological 
difputes, the Semi-Arians, who advanced to the 
doors of the church, aflfailed them with the moft • 
unrelenting fury. 

fh' l weft The P rov ‘ nces Egypt and AGa, which ‘cul- 
em or La. tivated the language and manners of the Greeks, » 
tin church, ^ggpjy imbibed the venom of the Arian con- 

trbverfy. The familiar ftudy of the Platonic 
fyftem, a vain and argumentative difpofition, a 
copious and flexible idiom, fupplied the clergy 
and people of the Eaft with an inexhauftible flow 
of words and diftintftions ; and, in the midft of 
their fierce contentions, they eafily forgot the 
doubt which is recommended by philofophy, and 
the fubmifllon which is enjoined by religion. 
The inhabitants of the Weft were of a lefs inqui- 
fitivc fpiritj their paflions were not fo forcibly 
moved by in vifible objects ; their minds were lefs 
frequently exercifed by the habits of difpute ; and 
fuch was the happy ignorance of the Gallican 
church, that Hilary himfeif, above thirty years 
after the firft general council, was ftill a ftranger 
to the Nicene creed 7 \ The Latins had received 

MS. of Chartres) he obfervcs, that he ufed this cautious expreffion, 
qui intelligercm et impiam, p. nc6. Seep. 114.6. Philoftorgius, 
who faw thofc objefts through a different medium, is inclined to for. 
get the difference of the important diphthong. See in particular 
" viii. 17. and Godcfroy, p, 351. 

7 * TeftorDeum coeli atque terras mecum neutrum audiffem, temper 
tamen utrumque fenfifTe. . . . Regeneratus pridem & in epifcopatu 
aliquantifper manens fidem Nicenam nunquam nift cxfulaturus audivi. 
Hiiar. de Synodis, c. xci. p. 1205. The Benediffines are perfuaded 
that !te governed tire dioeef? of Peitjers fcvcral j-cars before his 
fxile, 
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the rays of divine knowledge through the dark c ^ : ^ p ' 
and doubtful medium of a tranflation. The ■_ — j 
poverty and ftubbornnefs of their native tongue, 
was not always capable of affording juft equi- 
valents lor the Greek terms, for the technical 
words of the Platonic philofophy 73 , which had 
been confecrated by the gofpel or by the church, 
to exprefs the myfteries of the Chriftian faith ; 
and a verbal defeft might introduce into the Latin 
theology, a long train of error or perplexity 7+ . 

But as the weftern provincials had the good for- 
tune of deriving their religion from an orthodox 
fource, they preferved with fteadinefs the dotftrine 
which they had accepted with docility ; and when 
the Arian peftilence approached their frontiers, 
they were fupplied with the feafonable pre- 
fervative of the llomooufion, by the paternal care 
of the Roman pontiff. Their fentiments and their council of 
temper were difplayed in the memorable fynod of Pin p m ’ fi0 
Rimini, which lurpaffed in numbers the council 
of Nice, fince it was compofed of above four hun- 
dred bifliops of Italy, Africa, Spain, Gaul, Britain, 
and Illyricum. From the firft debates it appeared, 
that only fourfcore prelates adhered to the partv, 
though they affetfted to anathematife the name and 
memory, of Arius. But this inferiority was com- 
penfated by the advantages offkill, of experience, 

71 Seneca (F.pift. lviii.) complains that even the to « of the Pla- 
tonics (the cm of the bolder fclioolmen) could not be exprcflcd by a 
Latin noun. 

7+ The preference which the fourth council of the Lateran at 
length gave to a numerical rather than a j enetica! unity (fee Petav. tom. 
ii. 1. iv. c. 13. p. 414.) was favoured by the I.atin language 3 
Hems to excite the idea of fubftance, trinitai of qualities. 
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C xxi P anc * ^^ c *P^ ne » an ^ £ ke minority was conduced 
L by Valens and Urfacius, two bilhops of Illyricum, 

who had fpent their lives in the intrigues of courts 
and councils, and who had been trained under the 
Eufebian banner, in the religious wars of the 
Eaft. By their arguments and negociations, they 
embarrafied, they confounded, they at laft de- 
ceived, the honeft fimplicity of the Latin bilhops j 
who fuffered the palladium of the faith to be ex- 
torted from their hands by fraud and importunity, 
rather than by open violence. The council of 
Rimini was not allowed to feparate, till the mem- 
bers had imprudently fubferibed a captious creed, 
in which fome exprefiions, fufceptible of an here- 
tical fenfe, were inferted in the room of the 
Homooufion. It was on this occafion, that, 
according to Jerom, the world was furprifed to 
find itfelf Arian ”. But the bifhops of the Latin 
provinces had no fooner reached their refpeftive 
diocefes, than they difeovered their miftake, and 
repented of their weaknefs. The ignominious capi- 
tulation was reje&ed with difdainand abhorrence: 
and the Homooufian ftandard, which had been 
fbaken but not overthrown, was more firmly 
replanted in all the churches of the Weft 76 . 
Conduit Such was the rife and progrefs, and fuch were 
^rors in'* natura l revolutions of thofe theological dif- 

the Arian 

contro- 7 J Tngemuittotusorbis, et Arianum fe efle miratus eft. Hieronym, 
verfy. adv, Lucifer, tom. i. p. 14.5. 

7 s The ftory of the council of Rimini is very elegantly told by 
Sulpicius Severus (Hilt. Sr.cra, 1 , ii. p. 419—430. edit. Lugd. Bat. 
1647.), and by Jerom, in his dialogue againft the Luciferians. 
The defign of the latter is to apologize for the conduit of the Latin 
bilhops, who were deceived, and who repented. 
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putes, which difturbed the peace of Chriftianity c ^ p * 

under the reigns of Conftantine and of his fons. t y—j 

But as thofe princes prefutned to extend their 
defpotifm over the faith, as well as over the lives 
and fortunes, of their fubje&s ; the weight of 
their fuffrage fometimes inclined the eccleftaftical 
balance : and the prerogatives of the King of 
Heaven were fettled, or changed, or modified, 
in the cabinet of an earthly monarch. 

The unhappy fpirit of difcord which pervaded 
the provinces of the Eaft, interrupted the triumph Conftan- 
of Conftantine j but the emperor continued for *0. 
fome time to view, with cool and carelefs indif- 
ference, the objedl of the difpute. As he was 
yet ignorant of the difficulty of appeafing the 
quarrels of theologians, he addrefled to the con- 
tending parties, to Alexander and to Arius, a mo- 
derating epiftle 77 j which may be afcribed, with 
far greater reafon, to the untutored fenfe of afol- 
dier and ftatefman, than to the di&ates of any of 
his epifcopal counfellors. He attributes the origin, 
of the whole controverfy to a trifling and fubtle 
queftion, concerning an incomprehenfible point 
of the law, which was foolifhly afked by the bifhop, 
and imprudently refolved by the prefbyter. He 
laments that the Chriftian people, who had the 
fame God, the fame religion, and the fame wor- 
ffiip, ffiould be divided by fuch inconfiderable 


77 Eufebius, in Vit. Conftanf. 1 . ii. c. 64 — 71. The principles of 
toleration and religious indifference, contained in this epiftle, have 
given great offence to Baronius, Tillemont, & c. who fuppofe that the 
emperor had fome evil counfellor, either Satan or Eufebius, at his 
elbow. See Jortia’s Remarks, torn, ii, p. 183. 

diftin&ions 
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diftin&ions ; and he ferioufly recommends to the 
clergy of Alexandria the example of the Greek 
philofophers j who could maintain their argu- 
ments without lofing their temper, and aflert their 
freedom without violating their friendlhip. The 
indifference and contempt of the fovereign would 
have been, perhaps, the moft effe&ual method of 
filencing the difpute : if the popular current had 
been lefs rapid and impetuous ; and if Conftan- 
tine himfelf, in the midft of faction and fanati- 
cifm, could have preferved the calm pofTeffion of 
his own mind. But his ecclefiafticai minifters 
foon contrived to feduce tfye impartiality of the 
magiftrate, and to awaken the zeal of the profe- 
lyte. He was provoked by the infults which had 
been offered to his ftatues j he was alarmed by the 
real, as well as the imaginary, magnitude of the 
fpreading milchief ; and he extinguished the hope 
of peace and toleration, from the moment that he 
aflembled three hundred bifhops within the walls 
of the fame palace. The prefence of the monarch 
Swelled the importance of the debate ; his atten- 
tion multiplied the arguments ; and he expofed 
his perfon with a patient intrepidity, which ani- 
mated the valour of the combatants. Notwith- 
ftanding the applaufe which -has been beftowedon 
the eloquence and fagacity of Conftantine 7i ; a 
Roman general, whole religion might be ftill a 
fubjeft of doubt, and whofe mind had not been 
enlightened either by fludy or by infpiration, was 
indifferently qualified to difeufs, in the Greek 
/ 

7 s Eufcbius, in Vit. Conftantin. 1. jii. c. 13 . 

language, ' 
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language, a metaphyfical queftion, or an article chap. 
of faith. But the credit of his favourite Ofius, ^ 

who appears to have prefided in the council of 
Nice, might difpofe the emperor in favour of the 
orthodox party j and a well-timed infinuation, 
that the fame Eufebius of Nicomedia, who now 
protected the heretic, had lately afiifted the 
tyrant 79 , might exafperate him againft their ad- 
verfaries. The Nicene creed was ratified by Con- 
ftantine ; and his firm declaration, that thofe who 

f 

refilled the divine judgment of the fynod, muft 
prepare themfelves for an immediate exile, anni- 
hilated the murmurs of a feeble oppofuion ; which 
from feventeen, was almoft inftanrly reduced to 
two, protefting bifhops. Eufebius of Ctefarea 
yielded a reludlant and ambiguous confent to the 
Hoftiooufion 80 j and the wavering conducl of the 
Nicomedian Eufebius ferved only to delay, about 
three months, his difgrace and exile The im- Heperfe- 
pious Arius was banifhed into one of the remote Anaii' 1 ' 6 
provinces of Illyricum ; his perfon and difciples 
were branded by law, with the odious name of 

» 

79 Theodoret has preferved ( 1 . i. c. 20.) an epiftle from Conftan- 
tine to the people of Nicomedia, in which the monarch declares him- 
felf the public accufer of one of his fubje&s ; he ftyles Eufebius, 

0 Tcf Tupwiiot; «|i«nK cv/t/a/cK ; and complains of his hoftile 
behaviour during the civil war. 

*0 See in Socrates ( 1 . i. c. 8.), or rather in Theodoret ( 1 . i. c. 12.), 
an original letter of Eufebius of Casfarea, in which he attempts to 
juftify his fubfcribing the Homooufion. The charafferof Eufebius 
has always been a problem ; but thofe who have read the fecond 
critical epiftle of Le Clerc (Ars Critica, tom. iii. p. 30 — 69.), muft 
entertain a very unfavourable opinion of the orthodoxy and fmcerity 
of the bilhop of Caelarea. 

*' Athanafms, tom. i. p. 727. Philoftorgius, 1 . i. c. 10. and 
Codgfroy’s Comm unary, p. 41, 

Porphyrians i 
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thodox 

A. D. 
3x8-337. 


c p. Porphyrians ; his writings were condemned to the 
■ flames j and a capital punilhment was denounced 
againft thofe in whofe pofieflion they Ihould be 
found. The emperor had now imbibed the fpirit 
of controverfy, and the angry farcaftic ftyle of his 
edi&s was defigned to infpire his fubje&s with the 
hatred which he had conceived againft the enemies 
of Chrift 8l . 

But, as if the conduct of the emperor had been 
guided by paffion inftead of principle, three years 
from the council of Nice were fcarcely elapfed, 
before he difcovered fome fymptoms of mercy, 
and even of indulgence, towards the profcribed 
fedt, which was fecretly protected by his favourite 
filter. The exiles were recalled j and Eufebius, 
who gradually refumed his influence over the 
mind of Conftantine, was reftored to the epifcopal 
throne, from which he had been ignominioufly 
degraded. Arius himfelf was treated by the whole 
court with the refpedt which would have been due 
to an innocent and opprefied man. His faith was 
approved by the fynod of Jerusalem ; and the 
emperor Teemed impatient to repair his injuftice, 
by ifluing an abfolute command, that he Ihould 
be folemnly admitted to the communion in the 
cathedral of Conftantinople. On the fame day, 
which had been fixed for the triumph of Arius, 
he expired j — and the ftrange and horrid circum- 
ftances of his death might excite a fufpicion, that 


**• Socrates, 1 . i. c. 9. In his circular letters, which were addreffed 
to the feveral cities, Conftantine employed againft tire heretics the 
arms of ridicule and came raillery. 
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the orthodox faints had contributed, more effica- c ha p. 
cioufly than by their prayers, to deliver the church >. 
from the moft formidable of her enemies 8 \ The 
three principal leaders of the Catholics, Athana- 
fius of Alexandria, Euftathius of Antioch, and 
Paul of Conftantinople, were depofed on various 
accufations, by thefentence of numerous councils; 
and were afterwards banifhed into diftant pro- 
vinces by the firft of the Chriftian emperors, who, 
in the laft moments of his life, received the rites 
of baptifm from the Arian bifhop of Nicomedia. 

The ecclefiaftical government of Conftantine can- 
not be juftified from the reproach of levity and 
weaknefs. But the credulous monarch, unfkilled 
in the ftratagems of theological warfare, might be 
deceived by the modeft and fpecious profeftions 
of the heretics, whofe fentiments he never per- 
fectly underftood j and while he protected Arius, 
and perfecuted Athanafius, he ftill confidered the 
council of Nice as the bulwark of the Chriftian 
faith, and the peculiar glory of his own reign 8+ . 


83 We derive the original ftoryfrom Athanafius (tom. i. p. 670.), 
who expreffes fome relu£lafice to ftigmatize the memory of the dead. 
He might exaggerate ; but the perpetual commerce of Alexandria 
and Conftantinople would have rendered it dangerous to invent. 
Thofe who prefs the literal narrative of the death of Arius (his 
bowels fuddenly burft out in a privy) muft make their option between 
poifon and miracle. 

** The change in the fentiments, or at lead in the conduft, of 
Conftantine, may betracedin Eufcbius (in Vit. Conftant. 1 . iii. c. 13. 
l.iv.c.41.), Socrates(l.i. e. *3 — 39.), Sozomen ( 1 . ii. c. 16—34.), 
Theodoret ( 1 . i. c. 14 — 34,), and Philoftorgius ( 1 . ii. c. 1 — 17). 
But the firft of thefe writers was too near the fcene of aflion, 
and the others were too remote from it. It is lingular enough, that 
the important talk of continuing the hiftory of the church, lhould 
have been left for two laymen and a heretic. ■ 
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The Tons of Conftantine mud have been admit* 
ted from their childhood into the rank of cate- 
chumens, but they imitated, in the delay of their 
baptifm, the example of their father. Like him, 
they prefumed to pronounce their judgment on 
myfteries into which they had never been regularly 
initiated 85 : and the fate of the-Trinitarian con- 
troverfy depended, in a great meafure, on the 
fentiments of Conftantius ; who inherited the pro- 
vinces of the Eaft, and acquired the poffeflion of 
the whole empire. TheArian prefbyter or bilhop, 
who had fecreted for his ufe the teftament of the 
deceafed emperor, improved the fortunate occa- 
fion which had introduced him to the familiarity 
of a prince, whofe public counfels were always 
fwayed by his domeftic favourites. The eunuchs 
and flaves diflfufed the fpiritual poifon through 
the palace, and the dangerous infedtion was com- 
municated by the female attendants to the guards, 
and by the emprefstoher unfufpicious hufband 86 . 
The partiality which Conftantius always exprefied 
towards the Eufebian fadtion, was infenfibly forti- 
fied by the dexterous management of their leaders ; 
and his vidtory over the tyrant Magnentius en- 
creafed his inclination, as well as ability, to em- 
ploy the arms of power in the caufe of Arianifm. 
While the two armies were engaged in the plains 

*5 Quia etiam turn catechumemis fact-amentum fidei merito vide- 
retur potuifle ncfcire. Sulp. Sever. Hift. Sacra, 1 . ii. p. 4.10. 

86 Socrates, 1 . ii. c. 2. Sozomen, I. iii. c. 18. Athanaf. tom. i. 
p. 813. 834. He obferves, that the eunuchs are the natural enemies- 
of the Sui. Compare Dr. Jortin’s Remarks on Eccleliaftical Hiftory, 
vol. iv. p. 3. with a certain genealogy in Candidc (ch. iv.), which 
ends with one of the full companions of Chriftopher Columbus. - 
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of Murfa, and the fate of the two rivals depended 
on the chance of war, the fon of Conftantine paffed 
the anxious moments in a church of the martyrs, 
under- the walls of the city. His fpiritual com- 
forter, Valens, the Arian bilhop of the diocefe, 
employed the moll: artful precautions to obtain 
fuch early intelligence as might fecure either his 
favour or his efcape. A fecret chain of fwift and 
trufty meflengers informed him of the vicilfitudes 
of the battle ; and while the courtiers ftood 
trembling round their affrighted mailer, Valens 
affured him that the Gallic legions gave way ; and 
infinuated with feme prefence of mind, that the 
glorious event had been revealed to him by an 
angel. The grateful emperor aferibed his fuccefs 
to the merits and intercefiion of the bilhop of 
Murfa, whofe faith had deferved the public and 
miraculous approbation ofHeaven B \ TheArians, 
who confidered as their own the victory of Con- 
ftantius, preferred his glory to that of his Father * **. 
Cyril, bilhop of Jerufalem, immediately compofed 
the defeription of a celeltial crofs, encircled with 
a fplendid rainbow j which during the fellival of 
Pentecoft, about the third hour of the day, had 

*7 Sulpicius Severus, in Hift. Sacra, 1 . ii. p. 405, 406. 

88 Cyril (apud Baron. A. D. 353. N° 26.) exprefsly oblerves, 
that in the reign of Conftantine the crofs had been found in the 
bowels of the earth j but that it had appeared, in the reign of Con- 
ftantius, in the midft of' the heavens. This oppofition evidently 
proves, that Cyril was ignorant of the ftunendous miracle to which 
the converfion of Conftantine is attributed ; and this ignorance is the 
more furprifing, fince it was no more than twelve years after his 
death that Cyril was confecrated bilhop of Jerufalem, by the imme- 
diate fucccffor of Eufebius of Cxfarea. Sec Tiliemoat, Mem. 
Ecdef. tom. viii. p. 715. 

0 appeared 
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C xxi P a PP eare d over the Mount of Olives, to the edifi- 
' r — _■ cation of the devout pilgrims, and the people of 
the holy city ® 9 . The fize of the meteor was gra- 
dually magnified j and the Arian hiftorian has 
ventured to affirm, that it was confpicuous to the 
two armies in the plains of Pannonia ; and that 
the tyrant, who is purpofely reprefented as an 
idolater, fled before the aufpicious fign of ortho- 
dox Chriftianity 90 . 

Arian The fentiments of a judicious ftranger, who 

councils. j ias i m p art i a ]]y confidered the progrefs of civil or 

ecclefiaftical difcord, are always entitled to our 
notice : and a fhort paflage of Ammianus, who 
ferved in the armies, and ftudied the character, of 
Conftantius, is perhaps of more value than many 
pages of theological invefUves. “ The Chriftian 
** religion, which, in itfelf,'* fays that moderate 
hiftorian, “ is plain and fimple, he confounded 
tf by the dotage of fuperftition. Inftead of re- 
«* conciling the parties by the weight of his autho- 
«* rity, he cheriffied and propagated, by verbal 
“ difputes, the differences which his vain curiofity 
“ had excited. The highways were covered with 
** troops of bifhops, galloping from every fide to 
“ the aflemblies, which they call fynods j and 
ct while they laboured to reduce the whole fe<ft to 
** their own particular opinions, the public eftab- 

' s 9 It is not ealy to determine how far the ingenuity of Cyril 
might be alfifled by forne natural appearances of a folar halo. 

9° Philoftorgius, 1. iii. c. i 6 . He is followed by the author of 
the Alexandrian Chronicle, by Cedrenus, and by Nicephoros (See 
Gothofred. Diflert. p. 188 .). They could not refufe a miracle, 
even from the hand of an enemy, 

liftiment 
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tc lilhmentof the ports was almoft ruined by their c p * 

** hafty and repeated journies 9 ‘.” Our more in- — > 

timate knowledge of the ecclefiaftical tranfadlions 
of the reign of Conftantius, would furnilh an 
ample commentary on this remarkable paflage ; 
which juftifies the rational apprehenfions of Atha- 
nafius, that the reftlefs a&ivity of the clergy, who 
wandered round the empire in fearch of the true 
faith, would excite the contempt and laughter of 
the unbelieving world 91 . As foon as the emperor 
was relieved from the terrors of the civil war, he , 

devoted the leifure of his winter-quarters at Arles, 

Milan, Sirmium, and Conftantinople, to the 
amufement or toils of controverfy : the fword of 
the magiftrate, and even of the tyrant, was un- 
fheathed, to enforce the reafons of the theologian ; 
and as he oppofed the orthodox faith of Nice, it 
is readily confefled that his incapacity and igno- 
rance were equal to his preemption 93 . The 
eunuchs, the women, and the bifhops, who go- 
verned the vain and feeble mind of the emperor, 
had infpired him with an infuperable diflike to 
the Homooufionj but his timid confcience was 

9 ' So curious a paffage well defences to be tranfcribed. Chrifti- 
anam religionem abfolutam et fimplicem, anili fuperftitione confun- 
dcns ; in quafcrutandaperplexius, quam componenda graviuscxcitaret 
difcidia piurima; qux progrefla fulius aluit concertatione verborum, 
ut catervis antiftitum jumenlis publicis ultro citroquc difcunentibus, 
per fynodos (quas appellant) dum ritum omnem ad fuuin trahere 
conantur (Valcfius reads conatur) rci vehicularix concideret nerves. 
Ammianus, xxi. 16. 

9 1 Athanaf. torn. i. p. 870. 

91 Socrates, 1. ii. c. — 47. Sozomen, 1. iv. c. 11 — 30. Theo- 
doret, l.ii.c. 18 — 32. Philoftorg. 1 . iv. c. 4— ta. 1 . V. c. 1 — 4. 

). vi. c. 1 —5. * 

Vol, III. A a alarmed 
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C xxr P/ a ^ armec ^ by the impiety of jEtius. The guilt of 

v-— y>— t that atheift was aggravated by the fufpicious 
favour of the unfortunate Gallus j and even the 
deaths of the Imperial minifters, who had been 
maflacred at Antioch, were imputed to the fug- 
geftions of that dangerous fophift. The mind 
of Conftantius, which could neither be mode- 
rated by reafon, nor fixed by faith, was blindly 
impelled to either fide of the dark and empty 
abyfs, by his horror of the oppofite extreme : he 
alternately embraced and condemned the fenti- 
ments, he lucceffively banifhed and recalled the 
leaders, of the Arian and Semi-Arian faflions 9 *. 
During the feafon of public bufinefs or feftivity, 
he employed whole days, and even nights, in 
fele&ing the words, and weighing the fyllables, 
which compofed his flutftuating creeds. The 
fubjeft of his meditation ftill purfued and occupied 
his fiumbers ; the incoherent dreams of the em- 
peror were received as celeftial vifionsj and he 
accepted with complacency the lofty title of bilhop 
of bifhops, from thofe ecclefiaftics who forgot the 
intereft of their order for the gratification of their 
paffions. The defign of eftablilhing an uniform- 
ity of do&rine, which had engaged him to con- 
vene fo many fynods in Gaul, Italy, Illyricum, 
and Afia, was repeatedly baffled by his own 

9 + Sozomen, l.iv. c. 43. Athanaf. tom. i. p. 831. Tillemont 
(Mem. Ecclef. tom. vii. p. 947.) has collected feveral inftances of 
the haughty fanaticifm of Conftantius from the detached treatiles of 
Lucifer of Cagliari. The very titles of thefe treatifes infpire zeal 
and terror; “ Moriendum pro Dei Filio.” “ De Regibus Apofta- 
** ticis.” “ De non conveniendo cum Hxretico.” “ De non par- 
“ canto in Deujn delinquentibus.” 

5 levity. 
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levity* by the divifions of the Arians, and by the c a p - 
refiftance of the catholics ; and he refolved, as — » 

the laft and decifive effort, imperioufly to diftate 
the decrees of a general council. The deftruftive 
earthquake of Nicomedia, the difficulty of finding 
a convenient place, and perhaps fome fecret mo- 
tives of policy, produced an alteration in the fum- 
mons. The bifhops of the Eaft were direftcd to 
meet at Seleucia, in Ifauria ; while thofe of the 
Weft held their deliberations at Rimini, on the 
coaft of the Hadriatic j and, inftead of two or 
three deputies from each province, the whole 
epifcopal body was ordered to march. The 
Eaftern council, after confuming four days in 
fierce and unavailing debate, feparated without 
any definitive conclufion. The council of the 
Weft was protratted till the feventh month. 

Taurus, the Praetorian prtefeCt, was inftru&ed 
not to difmifs the prelates till they fhould all be 
united in the fame opinion •, and his efforts were 
fupported by a power of baniffiing fifteen of the 
moft refractory, and a promife of the confulfhip 
if he atchieved fo difficult an adventure. His A.D. 360. 
prayers and threats, the authority of the fovereign, 
the fophiftry of Valens and Urfacius, the diftrefs 
of cold and hunger, and the tedious melancholy 
of a hopelefs exile, at length extorted the reluClant 
confent of the bifhops of Rimini. The deputies 
of the Eaft and of the Weft attended the emperor 
in the palace of Conftantinople, and he enjoyed 
the fatisfaftion of impofing on the world a pro- 
feffion of faith which eftablifhed the likenefs , with- 
out expreffing the confubjtantiality , of the Son of 
A a 2 God. 
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c ii A P. God ,s . But the triumph of Arianifm had been 
preceded by the removal of the orthodox clergy, 
whom it was impoffible either to intimidate or to 
corrupt 5 and the reign of Conftantius was dis- 
graced by the tinjuft and ineffectual perfecution 
of the great Athanafius. 

Charaaer We have Seldom an opportunity of obferving, 
turesof 6 ”" e ' r -hcr adtive or Speculative life, what effedt may 
Athana- b e produced, or what obftacles may be fur- 
mounted, by the force of a Single mind, when it 
is inflexibly applied to the purfuit of a Angle 
objedt. The immortal name of Athanafius 5 ‘ will 
never be Separated from the Catholic dodtrine of 
the Trinity, to whofe defence he confecrated every 
moment and every faculty of his being. Edu- 
cated in the family of Alexander, he had vigoroufly 
oppofed the early progrefs of the Arian herefy : he 
exercifed the important fundtions of Secretary 
under the aged prelate; and the fathers of the 
Nicene council beheld with furprife and refpedb, 
the rifing virtues of the young deacon. In a time 
of public danger, the dull claims of age and of 


v> Snip. Sever. Hift. Sacra, 1 . ii. p. +i8 — 450. The Greek 
hiftorians were very ignorant of the affairs of the .Weft. 

9 s We may regret that Gregory Nazianzen compofed a panegyric 
inftead of a life of Athanafius ; but we fhould enjoy and improve 
the advantage of drawing oar molt authentic materials from the rich 
fund of his own epiftles and apologies (tom. i. p. 670—951.). I 
(hall not imitate the example of Socrates ( 1 . ii. c. ».), who pub- 
lifhed the firll edition of his hiftory without giving himfelf the trouble 
to confult the writings of Athanafius. Yet even Socrates, the more 
curious Sozomen ; and the learned Theodoret, conneft the life of 
Athanafius with the feries of ecclefiaftical hiftory. The diligence of 
Tillcmont (tom. viii.) and of the Benediffine editors, has colle£le<i 
every faff, and examined every difficulty. 

rank 
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rank arc fometimes fuperfeded ; and within five c A p - 
months after his return from Nice, the deacon j 

Athanafius was featedon the archiepifcopal throne 
of Egypt. He filled that eminent ftation above A. D. 
forty-fix years, and his long adminiftration was * z6 ~ 373 ' 
fpent in a perpetual combat againft the powers of 
Arianifm. Five times was Athanafius expelled 
from his throne ; twenty years he pafied as an 
exile or a fugitive; and almoft every province of 
the Roman empire was fucceflively witnefs to his 
merir, and his fufferings in the caufe of the Ho- 
mooufion, which he confidered as the folepleafure 
and bufinefs, as the duty, and as the glory, of his 
life. Amidft the ftorms of perfecution, the arch- 
bifhop of Alexandria was patient of labour, jealous 
of fame, carelefs of fafery ; and although his mind 
was tainted by the contagion of fanaticiiin, Atha- 
nafius difplayed a fuperiority of chara&er and 
abilities, which would have qualified him, far 
better than the degenerate fons of Confiantine, 
for the government of a great monarchy. His 
learning was rpuch lefs profound and extenfive 
than that of pufebius of Qsefarea, and his rude 
eloquence could not be compared v/ith the po- 
liced oratory of Gregory or Bafil ; but whenever 
the primate of Egypt was called upon to jollify 
his fentiments or his condudl, his unpremeditated 
ftyle, either of fpeaking or writing, was clear, 
forcible, and perfuafive. He has always been 
revered in the orthodox fchool, as one of the moll: 
accurate mafters of the Chriftian theology; and 
he was fuppofed to poi Tel's two- profane fciences, 
pf§ adapted to the epifcopal character ; the know- 
A a 3 ledge 
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C xxl P ied S c jurifprudence 97 j and that of divination 
v - t — 1 Some fortunate conjectures of future events, which 
impartial reafoners might afcribe to the experience 
and judgment of Athanafius, were attributed by 
his friends to heavenly infpiration, and imputed 
by his enemies to infernal magic. 

But as Athanafius was continually engaged with 
the prejudices and paflions of every order of men 
from the monk to the emperor, the knowledge of 
human nature was his firft and moft important 
fcience. He preferved a diftinCb and unbroken 
view of a feene which was incelfantly fhifting j 
and never failed to improve thofe decifive*mo- 
ments which are irrecoverably part before they are 
perceived by a common eye. The archbilhop of 
Alexandria was capable of diftinguifhing how far 
he’might boldly command, and tfohere he muft 
. dextroufly infinuate j how long he might contend 
with power, and when he muft withdraw from per- 
, fecution j and while he directed the thunders of 
the church againft herefy and rebellion, he could 
alfume, in the bofom of his own party, the flexible 
and indulgent temper of a prudent leader. The ' 
election of Athanafius has not efcaped the reproach 
of irregularity and precipitation 99 $ but the pro- 
priety 

97 Sulpicius Severus (Hift. Sacra, 1, ii. p. $96.) calls him a' 
lawyer, a jurifconfult. This charafter cannot now be difeovered 
either in the life or writings of Athanafius. 

9* Dicebatur enim fatidicarum fortium fidem, quteve augurales 
portenderent alites feientiffime callens aliquotias prsedixiffe futura.' 

. Ammianus, xv. 7. A prophecy, or rather a joke, is related by 
Sozomen (1. iv. c. 10.), which evidently proves (if the crows fpeak 
Latin) that Athanafius underftood the language of the crows. 

99 The irregular ordination of Athanafius was flightly mentioned 
in the councils which were held againlt him. See Philoftorg. 1. ii. 

c, 11, 
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priety of his behaviour conciliated the affe&ions c P. 
both of the clergy and of the people. The ■ 
Alexandrians were impatient to rife in arms for 
the defence of an eloquent and liberal paftor. Jit 
his diftrefs he always derived fupport, or at leaft 
confolation, from the faithful attachment of his 
parochial clergy ; and the hundred bifhops of 
Egypt adhered, with unlhaken zeal, to the caufe 
of Athanafius. In the modeft equipage, which 
pride and policy would affetft, he frequently per- 
formed the epifcopal vifitation of his provinces, 
from the mouth of the Nile to the confines of 


/Ethiopia j familiarly converfing with the meaneft 
of the populace, and humbly fainting the faints 
and hermits of the defert ,0 °. Nor was it only in 
ecclefiaftical aflemblies, among men whofe edu- 
cation and manners were fimilar to his own, that 
Athanafius difplayed the afcendancy of his genius. 

He appeared with eafy and rcfpe&ful firmnefs in 
the courts of princes ; and in the various turns of 
his profperous and adverfe fortune, he never loft 
the confidence of his friends, or the eftcem of his 
enemies. 

In his youth, the primate of Egypt refilled the Perk- 
great Conftantine, who had repeatedly fignified againft 

Athana- 

fius, 

c. ii, and Godefroy, p. 71 : but it can fcarcely befuppofed that the A.D. 330. 
aflembly of the bifhops of Egypt would folemnly atteft a public falfe- 
hood. Athanaf. tom. i. p. 726. 

100 See the Hiftory of the Fathers of the Defert, publilhed byRof- 
weide : and Tillemont Mem. Ecclef. tom. vii., in the lives of An- 
tony, Pachojnius, &c. Athanafius himfelf, who did not difdain to 
compofe the life of his friend Anthony, has carefully obferved how 
often the holy monk deplored and prophefied the mifchiefs of the 
Arian Hcrefy. Athanaf. tom. ii. p. 492. 498, &c, 

A a 4 ' , his 
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his will, that Arius fhould be reftored to the Ca- 
tholic communion ,<M . The emperor refpe&ed, 
and might forgive, this inflexible refolution ; and 
the fa&ion who confldered Athanafius as their 
moft formidable enemy, were conftrained to dif- 
femble their hatred, and filently to prepare an 
indired and diftant aflault. They fcattered 
rumours and fufpicions, reprelented the arch- 
bifhop as a proud and opprelflve tyrant, and 
boldly accufed him of violating the treaty which 
had been ratified in theNicene council, with the 
fchifmatic followers of Meletius I0 \ Athanafius 
had openly difapproved that ignominious peace, 
and the emperor was difpofed to believe, that he 
had abufed his ecclefiaftical and civil power, to 
perlecute thofe odious fe&aries ; that he had facri- 
legiotifiy broken a chalice in one of their churches 
of Maraotis : that he had whipped or imprifoned 
fix of their bilhops ; and that Arfenius, a feventh 
bifhop of the fame party, had been murdered, or 
at lealt mutilated, by the cruel hand of the pri- 


101 At firft Conftantine threatened in fptak:ng, but requefted in 
toriung, /xtv ti H:s letters gradually 

alfumed a menacing tone ; but while he required that the entrance of 
the church fhould be open to all, he avoided the odious name of 
Arius. Athanafius, like a fkilful politician, has accurately marked 
thcfe diftinftions (tom. i. p. 78S), which allowed him fome fcope 
for excufe and delay. 

101 The Meletians in Egypt, like the Donatifts in Africa, were 
produced by an epifcopal quarrel which arofc from the perfecution. 
1 have not leifure to purfue the obfcure controverfy, which feems to 
have been mifreprefented by the partiality of Athanafius, and the ig- 
norance of Epiphanius. See Molheim’s General Hillory of the 
Church, vol. i. p. *01. 

pnatc 
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mate ,03 . Thefe charges, which affedted his ho- chap. 

XXI, 

nour and his life, were referred by Conftantine to * v — t 

his brother Dalmatius the Cenfor, who refided at 
Antioch; the fynods of Coefarea and Tyre were 
fuccefiively convened ; and the bifhops of the Eaft 
were inftrudted to judge the caufe of Athanafius, - 
before they proceeded to confecrate the new 
church of the Refurredtion at Jerufalem. The 
primate might be confcious of his innocence; 
but he was fenfible, that the fame implacable fpi- 
rit which had didfated the accufation, would diredt 
the proceeding, and pronounce the fentence. He 
prudently declined the tribunal of his enemies, 
defpifed the fummons of the fynod of Caefarea; 
and, after a long and artful delay, fubmitted to 
the peremptory commands of the emperor, who 
• threatened to punifh his criminal difobedience if 
he refufed to appear in the council of Tyre ,0+ . 

Before Athanafius, at the head of fifty Egyptian A.D. 335, 
prelates, failed from Alexandria, he had wifely fe- 
cured the alliance of the Meletians ; and Arfenius 
himfelf, his imaginary vidtim, and his fecret 
friend, was privately concealed in his train. The 
fynod of Tyre was condudted by Eufebius of 
Caefarea, with more pafiion, and with lei's art, 
than his learning and experience might promife ; 


,0 J The treatment of the fix bifhops is fpcclfied by Sozomcn (I. ii. 
c. 15.); but A'-haiidfitis himielf, to copious on the Abject of Arfe- 
liius and the chalice, leaves this grave accufation without a reply. 

I0 4 Athannf. tom. i. p. 78S. Socrates, 1 . i. c. 18. Soiomen, 1 . ii, 
c. a.5. The emperor, in his Epiftleof Convocation (Eufeb. iu Vit. 
Conftant. 1 . iv. c. 4?,), feeins to prttjudgc fume members of the 
clergy, and it was more than probable that the lyncd would apply 
thofc reproaches to Athaaauus. , 

his 
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c: h A P. his numerous fadion repeated the names' of ho- 
XXI . r 

u , micide and tyrant ; and their clamours were en- 
couraged by the feeming patience of Athanafrus j 
who expelled the decifive moment to produce 
Arfenius alive and unhurt in the midft of the 


aflembly. The nature of the other charges did 
not admit of fuch clear and fatisfadory replies j 
yet the archbifhop was able to prove, that, in the 
village, where he was accufed of breaking a con- 
fecrated chalice, neither church nor altar nor 
chalice could really exift. The Arians, who had 
fecretly determined the guilt and condemnation 
of their enemy, attempted, however, to difguife 
their injuftice by the imitation of judicial forms : 
the fynod appointed an epifcopal commiflion of 
fix delegates to colled: evidence on the fpot j and 
this meafure, which was vigoroufiy oppofed by 
the Egyptian bifhops, opened new fcenes of vio- 
lence and perjury ,os . After the return of the 
deputies from Alexandria, the majority of the 
council pronounced the final fentence of degrada- 
tion and exile againft the primate of Egypt. The 
decree, exprefled in the fierceft language of ma- 
lice and revenge, was communicated to the em- 
peror and the catholic church ; and the bifhops 
immediately refumed a mild and devout afped, 
fuch as became their holy pilgrimage to the 
Sepulchre of Chrift ,06 . 


*P 5 See, in particular, the lecond Apology of Athanafius (tom. t. 
p. 763 — 808.), and his Epifttes to the Monks (p. 808 — 866.). 
They are juftificd by original and authentic documents ; but they 
would infpire more confidence, if he appeared lefs innocent, and his 
enemies lefs abfurd. 

•a 6 Eufebius in Vit. Conlbntin. 1 . iv, c, 41—47. 

. - But 
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But the inluftice of thefe ecclefiaftical judges chap. 

J 1 . J ' XXI* 

had not been countenanced by the fubmiflion, or . ' ^ 

even by the prefence, of Athanafius. He re- Hi * firft 
lolved to make a bold and dangerous experiment, a.d’. 33®* 
whether the throne was inacceffible to the voice 
of truth ; and before the final fentence could be 
pronounced at Tyre, the intrepid primate threw 
himfclf into a bark, which was ready to hoift fail 
for the Imperial city. The requeft of a formal 
audience might have been oppofcd or eluded ; 
but Athanafius concealed his arrival, watched the 
mordent of Conftantine’s return from an adjacent 
villa, and boldly encountered his angry fovereign 
as he paHed on horfeback through the principal 
ftreet of Conftantinople. So ftrange an apparition 
excited his furprife and indignation ; and the 
guards were ordered to remove theimportunate 
fuitor j but his refentment was fubdued by invo- 
luntary refpedl ; and the haughty fpirit of the 
emperor was awed by the courage and eloquence 
of a bilhop, who implored his juftice, and 
awakened his confcience ,0J . Conftantine liftened 
to the complaints of Athanafius with impartial 
and even gracious attention ; the members of the 
fynod of Tyre were fummoned to juftify their 
proceedings ; and the arts of the Eufebian faction 
would have been confounded j if they had not 
aggravated the guilt of the primate by the dex- 
terous fuppofition of an unpardonable offence ; a 
criminal defign to intercept and detain the corn- 

I0 7 Athanaf. tom. i. p. 804. In a church dedicated to St. Atha- 
nafius, this iituation would afford a better fubjeft for a pi&urc, than 
moft of the ftories of miracles and martyrdoms. 

fleet 
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chap, fleet of Alexandria, which fupplied the fubfift- 
- w *_• ence of the new capital ,os . The emperor was 
fatisfied that the peace of Egypt would be fecured 
by the abfence of a popular leader but he refufed 
to fill the vacancy of the archiepifcopal throne ; 
and the fentence, which, after long hefitation, he 
pronounced, was that of a jealous oftracifm, 
rather than of an ignominious exile. In the re- 
mote province of Gaul, but in the hofpitable 
court of Treves, Athanafius paffed about twenty- 
eight months. The death of the emperor changed 
the face of public affairs ; and, arnidft the gene- 
andrcfto- ral indulgence of a young reign, the primate was 
A.D.’jjS. reftored to his country by an honourable edi< 5 t of 
the younger Conftantine, who exprefl'ed a deep 
fenfe of the innocence and merit* of his venerable 
gueft ,0!> . >• ’ 

pisfecoud The death of that prince expofed Athanafius to 
A.D. 34U a f econ d perfecution ; and the feeble Conftantius, 
the fovereign of the Eaft, foon became the fecret 
accomplice of the Eufebians. Ninety bifhops of 
that fed or fadion aflembled at Antioch, under 


,o8 Athan^f. tom. i. p. 719. Eunapius lias related (in Vit, 
Soph ill. p. 3$, 37. edit. Commt-Iin) a ftrange example of the cruelty 
and credulity of Conftantine on a fimilar occafion. The eloquent 
Sopater, a Syrian philofopher, enjoyed his friend/hip, and provoked 
the relentment of Ablavius, his Prattorian p nr feet. The ccrn-flcet 
was detained for want of a foutli wind : the people of Conftantinople 
■were difeontented 5 and Sopater was beheaded, on a charge that he 
Jiad Uuad the winds by the power of magic. Suidas adds, that Con- 
ftantinc wiftied to prove, by this execution, that he had abfolutely 
renounced the fupcrftition of the Gentiles. 

,c 9 In his return he faw Conftantius twice, at Vimini3cum and at 
Cccfarea in Cappadocia. (Athanaf. tom. i. p. 676.) Tillemont 
fuppofes that Conftantine introduced him to the meeting of the three 
royal brothers in Pannonia. (Memoires Ecclef. tom. viii. p. 69.) 

th$ 
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the fpecious pretence of dedicating the cathedral. c xxi. P * 
They compofed an ambiguous creed, which is ^ 

faintly tinged with the colours of Semi-Arianifm, 
and twenty-five canons, which (fill regulate the 
difcipline of the orthodox Greeks "°. It was de- 
cided, with fome appearance of equity, that a 
bilhop, deprived by a fynod, Ihould not refume 
his epifcopal functions, till he had been abfolved 
by the judgment of an equal fynod ; the law was 
immediately applied to the cafe of Athanafius j 
the council of Antioch pronounced, or rather 
confirmed, his degradation : a ftranger named 
Gregory, was feated on his throne and Phila- 
grius the prsfed of Egypt, was inftrudled to 
fupport the new primate with the civil and military 
powers of the province. Opprefled by the con- 
fpiracy of the Afiatic prelates, Athanafius with- 
drew from Alexandria, and palled three “ 4 years 
as an exile and a fuppliant on the holy threlhold 

1.0 See Beveridge Pandeft. tom. i. p. 419—452., and tom. ii. 

Annotation, p. 182. Tillcmont Mem. Ecclef. tom. vi. p. 310 — 

324. St. Hilary of Poitiers has mentioned this fynod of Antioch 
with too much favour and refpeft. He reckons ninetv-feven bilhops. 

”* This magiftrate, fo odious to Athanafius, is praifed by Gre- 
gory Nazianzen, tom. i. Orat. xxi. p. 390, 391. 

Siepe premente Deo fert Deut alter opem. 

For the credit of human nature, I am always pleated to difeover 
fome good qualities in thofe men whom party has reprefented as 
tyrants and monfters. 

1.1 The chronological difficulties which perplex the refidence of 
Athanafius at Rome, are ftrenuoufly agitated by Valefius (Obfcrvat. 
ad Calcem, tom. ii. Hift. Ecclef. 1 . i. c. 1 — 5.) and Tillemont 
(Mem. Ecclef. tom. viii. p. 674, Sic.). I have followed the fimple 
hypothefis of Valefius, who allows only one journey, after the in- 
trulion of Gregory. 

‘ ©f 
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C x?fi F t ^ e vat ‘ can ***• By the a ^' 1< ^ uous ftuciy of the 
■ , 11 _■ Latin language, he foon qualified himfelf to ne- 
gotiate with the weftern clergy; his decent flattery 
fwayed and directed the haughty Julius : the Ro- 
man Pontiff was perfuaded to confider his appeal 
as the peculiar intereft of the Apoftolic fee ; and 
his innocence was unanimouflv declared in a coun- 

4 

cil of fifty bifhops of Italy. At the end of three 
years, the primate was fummoned to the court of 
Milan by the emperor Conflans, who, in the in- 
dulgence of unlawful pleafures, ftill profeflfed a 
lively regard for the orthodox faith. The caufe 
of truth and juftice was promoted by the influence 
of gold and the minifters of Conflans advifed 
their fovereign to require the convocation of an 
ecclefiaftical affembly, which might aft as the 
A.D. 346. reprefentatives of the Catholic church. Ninety- 
four bifhops of the Weft, feventy-fix bifhops of 
the Eaft, encountered each other at Sardica, on 
the verge of the two empires, but in the domi- 

*** I cannot forbear transcribing a judicious observation of Wet- 
ftein (Prolegomen. N. T. p. 19.) : Sitamen Hiftoiiam Eccleftafticam 
velimus confulere, patebit jam inde a feculo quarto, cum, ortis con- 
troveriiis, ecclefiae Graeciae doftores in duas partes fcinderentur, 
ingenio, eloquentia, numero, tantum non acquales, earn partem 
quae vincere cupiebat Romani confugifle, majcftatemque pontificis 
comiter coluifTe, eoque pafto oppreflis per pontificem et epifcopos 
Latinos adverfariis pracvaluifle, atque orthodoxiam in conciliis fta- 
bilivilfe. Earn ob caufam Athanafius, non fine comitatu, Romam 
petiit, plurefque annos ibi hxfit. 

,,+ Pliiloftorgius, 1 . iii. c. n. If any corruption was ufed to 
promote the intereft of religion, an advocate of Athanafius might 
juftify or excufe this queftionable conduft, by the example of Cato 
and Sidney ; the former of whom is fetid to have given, and the latter 
to have received, a bribe, in th* caufe of liberty. 

' nions 
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nions of the protedor of Athanafius. Their de- c p - 

bates foon degenerated into hoftile altercations ; ■. / 

the Afiatics, apprehenfive for their perfonal fafety, 
retired to Philippopolis in Thrace; and the rival 
fynods reciprocally hurled their fpiritual thunders 
’ againft their enemies, whom they pioufly con- 
demned as the enemies of the true God. Their 
decrees were publilhed and ratified in their refpec- 
tive provinces ; and Athanafius, who in the Weft 
, was revered as a faint, was expofed as a criminal 
to the abhorrence of the Eatl “ s . The council 
of Sardica reveals the firft fymptoms of difcord 
and fchifm. between the Greek and Latin churches, 
which were feparated by the accidental difference 
of faith, and the permanent diftinftion of lan- 
guage. 

Durins his fecond exile in the Weft, Athanafius and rcflo * 

a ration, 

was frequently admitted to the Imperial prefence ; a.d. 34g. 
at Capua, Lodi, Milan, Verona, Padua, Aqui- 
leia, and Treves. The bifhop of the diocefe 
ufually affifted at thefe interviews; the mafter of 
the offices flood before the veil or curtain of the 
facred apartment ; and the uniform moderation 
of the primate might be attefted by thefe refpett- 
able witnefies, to vvhofe evidence he folemnly 
appeals “ 6 . Prudence would undoubtedly fuggeft 

"S The Canon, which allows appeals to the Roman Pontiffs, has 
almoft railed the council of Sardica to the dignity of a general coun- 
cil ; and its ails have been ignorantly or artfully confounded with 
thofe of the Nicene fynod. See Tillemont, tom. viii. p. 6S9, and 
Geddes’s Trails, vol. ii. p. 419—460. 

1,6 As Athanafius difperled fecret inveftives againft Conftantius 
(fee the Epiftlq to the Moots), at the. fame time that he affured him 
of his profound refpefl, we might diflruft the profeflions of the arch- 
bifltop. Tem. i. p. 677. . 

the 
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the mild and refpettful tone that became a fub- 
jecl and a biftiop. In thefe familiar conferences 
with the fovereign of the Weft, Athanafius might 
lament the error of Conftantius j but he boldly 
arraigned the guilt of his eunuchs and his Arian 
prelates; deplored the diftrefs and danger of the 
Catholic church; and excited Conftans to emulate 
the zeal and glory of his father. The emperor 
declared his refolution of employing the troops 
and treafures of Europe in the orthodox caufe ; 
and fignified, by a concife and peremptory epiftle 
to his brother Conftantius, that unlefs he con- 
fented to the immediate reftoration of Athanafius, 
he himfelf, with a fleet and army, would feat the 
archbilhop on the throne of Alexandria " 7 . But 
this religious war, fo horrible to nature, was pre- 
vented by the timely compliance of Conftantius j 
and the emperor of the Eaft condefcended to 
lolicit a reconciliation with a fubjeft whom he had 
injured. Athanafius waited with decent pride, 
till he had received three fucceflive epiftles full of 
the ftrongeft aflurances of the prote&ion, the 
favour, and the eftecm of his fovereign ; who in- 
vited him to refume his epifcopal feat, and who 
added the humiliating precaution of engaging his 
principal minifters to atteft the flncerity of his in- 
tentions. They were manifefted in a ftill more 
public manner, by the ftrid orders which were 
difpatched into Egypt to recall the adherents of 

"7 Notwithftanding the difcrcet (Hence of Athanafius, and the 
manifcft forgery of a letter inferted by Socrates, thefe menaces are 
proved by the unqueltionabie evidence of Lucifer of Cagliari, and 
even of Conftantius himfelf See Tilleinont, tom. viii. p. 693. 

J Athanafius, 
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Athanafius, to reftore their privileges, to pro- C x X ^ p * 
claim their innocence, and to eraze from the ^ 

public regifters the illegalproceedings which had 
been obtained during the prevalence of the Eufe* 
bian faction. After every fatisfa&ion and fecurity 
had been given, which juftice or even delicacy 
could require, the primate proceeded, by flow 
journeys, through the provinces of Thrace, Alia, 
and Syria ; and his progrefs was marked by the 
abjeft homage of the Oriental bifhops, who ex- 
cited his contempt without deceiving his penetra- 
tion ” 8 . At Antioch he faw the emperor Con* 
ftantius ; fuftained, with modeft firmnefs, the 
embraces and proteftations of his mafter, and 
eluded the propofal of allowing the Arians a 
Angle church at Alexandria, by claiming, in the 
other cities of the empire, a fimilar toleration for 
his own party ; a reply which might have appeared 
juft and moderate in the mouth of an independent 
prince. The entrance of the archbifhop into his 
capital was a triumphal proceflion j abfence and 
perfecution had endeared him to the Alexandrians $ 
his authority, which heexercifed with rigour, was 
more firmly eftablilhed ; and his fame was diflfufed 
from ./Ethiopia to Britain, over the whole extent 
of the Chriftian world " 9 . 

But 

i ,s I have always entertained fome doubts concerning the retrac- 
tation of Urfacius and Valens (Athanaf. tom. i. p, 776.). Their 
epiftles to Julius bilhop of Rome, and to Athanafius himfelf, are of 
fo different a caft from each other, that they cannot both be genuine. 

The one fpeaksthe language of criminals who confefs their guilt and 
infamy ; the other of enemies, who folicit on equal terms an ho- 
nourable reconciliation. 

"9 The circumftances of his fecond return may be collefled from 
Athanafius himfelf, tom. i. p. 769 and 812. 84.3. Socrates, 1 . ii. 

Vox.. III. JB b c. 18. 
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C xxi P But ^ u ^j e< -^ w ^° ^ as re( luced his prince to 

t v — ,t the neceflity of difiembling, can never expect a 

wenTcf Sincere and lading forgivenefs ; and the tragic 
Conftan- fate of Conftans foon deprived Athanafius of a 
a . d . 351. powerful and generous proteftor. The civil war 
between the aflafiin and the only furviving bro- 
ther of Conftans, which affii&ed the empire above 
three years, fecured an interval of repofe to the 
Catholic church ; and the two contending parties 
were defirous to conciliate the friendfhip of a 
bilhop, who, by the weight of his perfonal author 
rity, might determine the fluctuating rel'olutions 
of an important province. He gave audience to 
the ambafiadors of the tyrant, with whom he was 
afterwards accufed of holding a fecretcorrefpond- 
ence ,i0 j and the emperor Conftantius repeatedly 
allured his deareft father, the molt reverend Atha- 
naftus, that, notwithftanding the malicious ru- 
mours which were circulated by their common 
enemies, he had inherited the fentiments, as well 
as the throne, of his deceafed brother Gra- 
titude and humanity would have difpofed the pri- 
mate of Egypt to deplore the untimely fate of 
Conftans, and to abhor the guilt of Magnentius j 
but as he clearly underlined that the apprehen- 
fions of Conftantius were his only fafeguard, the 


e. 18. Sozomen, 1 . iii. c. 19. Theodoret, 1 . ii. c, 11, 12. Phi- 
loftorgius, 1. iii. c. 12. 

110 Athanafius (tom. i. p. 677, 678.) defends his innocence t>y 
pathetic complaints, folemn aflcrtions, and fpecious arguments. He 
admits that letters had been forged in his name, but he requelb that 
ftis own fecretaries, and thofe of the tyrant, may be examined, 
whether thofe letters had been written by the fprmer or received by 
the latter. 

«*t Atluaaf. tom. i. p. 825—844. 

fervour 
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fervour of his prayers for the fuccefs of the righte- c A P. 
ous caufe might perhaps be fomewhat abated, i__y— * 
The ruin of Athanafius was no longer contrived 
by the obfeure malice of a few bigoted or angry 
bifhops, who abufed the authority of a credulous 
monarch. The monarch himfelf avowed the re- 
folution, which he had fo long fupprefled, of 
avenging his private injuries 111 j and the firft 
winter after his viftory, which he palTes at Arles, 
was employed again ft an enemy more odious to 
him than the vanquifhed tyrant of Gaul. 

If the emperor had capricioufly decreed the Councils 
death of the moft eminent and virtuous citizen of an dMiian, 
the republic, the cruel order would have been A - D> 

r m 353 — 355*. 

executed without hefitation, by the minifters of 
open violence or offpecious injuftice, The cau- 
tion, the delay, the difficulty with which he pro- 
ceeded in the condemnation and punilhment of a 
popular bifhop, difeovered to the world that the 
privileges of the church had already revived a 
lenfe of order and freedom in the Roman govern- 
ment. The fentence which was pronounced in 
the fynod of Tyre, and fubferibed by a large 
majority of the eaftern bifhops, had never been 
exprefsly repealed j and as Athanafius had been 
once degraded from his epifcopal dignity by the 
judgment of his brethren, every fubfequent aft 
might be confidered as irregular, and even cri- 
minal. But the memory of the firm and effeftual 
fupport which the primate of Egypt had derived 

*** Athanaf. tom. i. p. 86t. Theodoret, 1. ii. c. id. Th< 
emperor declared, that he was more defirous to iubdue Athanafius, 
than he had been to vanquiih Magnentius or Sylvanur. 
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CHAPi from the attachment of the weftern church, en- 
i ^ r gaged Conftantius to fufpend the execution of the 
fentence, till he had obtained the concurrence of 
the Latin bifhops. Two years were confumedin 
eccleliaftical negociations j and the important 
caufe between the emperor and one of his fubjecls 
was folemnly debated, firft in the fynod of Arles, 
and afterwards in the great council of Milan 
which confifted of above three hundred bifhops. 
Their integrity was gradually undermined by the 
arguments of the Arians, the dexterity of the 
eunuchs, and the prefling folicitations of a prince, 
who gratified his revenge at the expence of his 
dignity ; and expofed his own paflions, whilfl he 
influenced thofe of the clergy. Corruption, the 
moft infallible fymptom of conftitutional liberty, 
was fuccefsfully pra&ifed : honours, gifts, and 
immunities, were offered and accepted as the price 
of an epifcopal vote 144 ; and the condemnation of 
the Alexandrian primate was artfully reprefented, 
as the only meafure which could reftore the peace 
and union of the Catholic church. The friends 
of Athanafius were not, however, wanting to their 

I1 3 The affairs of the council of Milan are fo imperfeftly and 
erroneoufly related by the Greek writers, that we muff rejoice in the 
fupply of fome letters of Eufebius, extrafted by Baronius, from the 
archives of the church of Vercelhe, and of an old life of Dionyfius 
of Milan, publifhed by Bollandus. See Baroriius, A. D. 335. and 
Tillemont, tom. vii. p. 1415. 

>»4 The honours, prefents, feafts, which feduced lo many bifhops, 
are mentioned with indignation by thofe who were too pure or too 
proud to accept them. “ We combat (fays Hilary of Poitiers) againft 
« Conftantius the antjebrift; who ftrokes the belly inftead of fcourg- 
“ ing the back qui non dorfa cxdit, fed ventrem palpat. Hila- 
cius contra Conftant. c. 5. p. 1140. 

leader. 
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leader, or to their caufe. With a manly fpirit, c *^ p * 
which the fanftity of their character rendered lefs 
dangerous, they maintained, in public debate, 
and in private conference with the emperor, the 
eternal obligation of religion and juftice. They 
declared, that neither the hope of his favour, nor 
the fear of his difpleafure, ffiould prevail on them 
tojoin in the condemnation of an abfent, an inno- 
cent, a rel'pedlable brother 115 . They affirmed, 
with apparent reafon, that the illegal and obfolete 
decrees of the council of Tyre had long fince been 
* tacitly abolifhed by the Imperial edicts, the ho- 
nourable re-eftablifhment of the archbiffiop of 
Alexandria, and the filence or recantation of his 
mod clamorous adverfaries. They alleged, that 
his innocence had been attefted by the unanimous 
biffiops of Egypt, and had been acknowledged in 
the councils of Rome and Sardica” 6 , by the im- 
partial judgment of the Latin church. They 
deplored the hard condition of Athanafius, who, 
after enjoying fo many years his feat, his reputa- 
tion, and the feeming confidence of his fovereign, 
was again called upon to confute the molt ground- 


Something of this oppofition is mentioned by Ammianus 
(xv. 7.), who had a very dark and fuperficial knowledge of eccle- 
fiaftical hiftory. Liberius . . . perfeveranter renitcbalur, nec vifutn 
hominem, nec auditum damnare nefas ultimum faape exclamans) 
apcrte fcilicet rccalcitrans Imperatoris arbitral io. Id enim ille Atha- 
nafio femper infeftus, &c. 

More properly by the orthodox part of the council of Sardica. 
If the bifhops of both parties had fairly voted, the divifion would have 
been 94. to 76. M. de Tillemont (fee tom. viii. p. 1147— 11 j8.) is 
juftly furprifed that fo fmall a majority (hould have proceeded fo 
vigoroufly againft their adverfaries, the principal of whom they im- 
mediately depefed. 
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C xxi P " an< ^ extrava S ant accufations. Their language 
u--y— ^ wasfpeciousj their conduct was honourable : but 
in this long and obftinate conteft, which fixed the 
eyes of the whole empire on a fingle bilhop, the 
ecclefiailical faftions were prepared to facrifice 
truth and juftice, to the more inrerefting object 
of defending, or removing, the intrepid champion 
of the Nicene faith. The Arians ftill thought it 
prudent to difguife in ambiguous language, their 
real fentiments and defigns : but the orthodox 
. bilhops, armed with the favour of the people* 
and the decrees of a general council, infilled on 
every occafion, and particularly at Milan, that 
their adverfaries fliould purge themfelves from 
the fufpicion of herefy, before they prefumed to 
arraign the conduct of the great Athanafius 
. Condem- But the voice of reafon (if reafon was indeed on 
Athana- the fide of Athanafius) was filenced by the cla- 
A.D. 35 5. mours of a factious or venal majority and the 
councils of Arles and Milan were not diffolved 
till the archbilhop of Alexandria had been fo« 
lemnly condemned and depofed by the judgment 
of the Weftern, as well as of the Eaftern, church. 
The bilhops who had oppofed, were required to 
fubfcribe, the fentence j and to unite in religious 
communion with the fufpefted leaders of the ad- 
yerfe party, A formulary of confent was tranf- 
mitted by the meflengers of ftate to the abfent 
bilhops : and all thofe who refufed to fubmit 
their private opinion to the public and infpired 
wifdom of the councils of Arles and Milan, were 

Sulp. Ssverus in Hilt. Sacra, 1 . ii. p. 411. 

immediately 
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immediately banifhed by the emperor, who affeCt- c p. 
ed to execute the decrees of the Catholic church, 

Among thofe prelates who led the honourable 
band of confeffors and exiles, Liberius of Rome, 

Ofius of Cordova, Paulanus of Treves, Diony- 
fius of Milan, Eufcbius of Vercell®, Lucifer of 
Cagliari, and Hilary of Poitiers, may deferve to 
be particularly diftinguifhed. The eminentftation 
of Liberius, who governed the capital of the em- 
pire ; the perfonal merit and long experience of 
the venerable Ofius, who was revered as the fa- 
vourite of the great Conftantine, and the father of 
the Nicene faith ; placed thofe prelates at the 
•head of the Latin church : and their example, 
either of fubmiflioo or refinance, would probably 
be imitated by the epifcopal crowd. But the re- 
peated attempts of the emperor to feduce or to 
intimidate the bifhops of Rome and Cordova, 
were for fome time ineffectual. The Spaniard 
declared himfelf ready to fuffer under Conftan- 
tius, as he had fufifered threefcore years before 
under his grandfather Maximian. • The Roman, 
in the prefence of his fovereign, afierted the in- 
nocence of Athanafius, and his own freedom. 

When he was banifhed to Beraea in Thrace, he 
fent back a large fum which had been offered for 
the accommodation of his journey; and infulted 
the court of Milan by the haughty remark, that 
the emperor and his eunuchs might want that gold 
to pay their foldiers and their bilhops m , The 

*** The exile of Liberius is mentioned by Ammianus, xv. 7. Se* 
Theodoret, 1 . ii, c. 16. Athanaf. tom. i. p. 834—837. Hilar, 
fragment, j, 
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CHAP.refolutkm of Liberius and Ofius was at length 
fubdued by the hardlhips of exile and confine- 
ment. The Roman pontiff purchafed his return 
by fome criminal compliances j and afterwards ex- 
piated his guilt by a feafonable repentance. Per- 
fuafion and violence were employed to extort the 
rcludlant fignature of the decrepid bifhop of Cor- 
dova, whofe ftrength was broken, and whofe 
faculties were perhaps impaired, by the weight of 
an hundred years and the infolent triumph of 
the Arians provoked fome of the orthodox party 
to treat with inhuman feveritv the chara&er, or 
rather the memory, of an unfortunate old man, 
to whofe former fervices Chriflianity itfelf was fo 
deeply indebted ,19 . 

Exiles. The fall of Liberius and Ofius refle&ed a 
brighter luftre on the firmnefs of thofe bifhops 
who ftill adhered, with unfhaken fidelity, to the 
caufe of Athanafius and religious truth. The 
ingenious malice of their enemies had deprived 
them of the benefit of mutual comfort and ad- 
vice, feparated thofe illuftrious exiles into diftant 
provinces, and carefully fele&ed the moft inho- 
fpitable fpots of a great empire ,3 °. Yet they 

foon 

The life of Ofius is collefted by Tillemont (tom. vii . p. 514—. 
561.) who in the moft extravagant terms firft admires, and then 
reprobates, the bifhop of Cordova. In the midft of their lamenta- 
tions on his fall, the prudence of Athanafius may be diftinguilhcd 
from the blind and intemperate zeal ofHilary. 

* 5 ° The confeflors of the Weft were fucceflively banifhed to the 
deferts of Arabia or Thebais, the lonely places of Mount Taurus, * 
the wildeft parts of Phrygia, which were in the pofleiBon of the im- 
pious Montanifts, &c. When the Heretic iEtius was too favourably 
entertained at Mopfueftia in Cilicia, the place of his exile was 

- change 4, 
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loon experienced that the deferts of Libya, and c h^a p * 
the molt barbarous trafts of Cappadocia, were i * 
lefs inhofpitable than the refidence of thofe cities 
in which an Arian bilhop could fatiate, without 
reftraint, the exquifite rancour of theological 
hatred ,3 \ Their confolation was derived from 
the confcioufnefs of redtitude and independence, 
from the applaufe, the vifits, the letters, and the 
liberal alms of their adherents 131 ; and from the 
fatisfadlion which they foon enjoyed of obferving 
the inteftine divifions of the adverfaries of the 
Nicene faith. Such was the nice and capricious 
tafte of the emperor Conftantius, and fo eafily 
was he offended by the flighted deviation from 
his imaginary ftandard of Chriffian truth j that 
he perfecuted, with equal zeal, thofe who defended 
the conjubjiantiality , thofe who aflerted the fimilar 
fubjiance , and thofe who denied the likenefs , of the 
Son of God. Three bilhops degraded and ba- 
niflied for thofe adverfe opinions, might poflibly 
meet in the fame place of exile } and, according 
to the difference of their temper, might either 
pity or infult the blind enthuliafm of their an- 
tagonifts, whofeprefent fufferings would never be 
compenfated by future happinefs. , 

changed, by the advice of Acacius, to Amblada, a diftritt inhabited 
by favag«s, and infefted by war and peftilen.ee. Philoftorg. 1 , v. 
c. i. . 

* 5 * See the cruel treatment and ftrange obftinacy of Eufebius, ini 
his own letters, publilhed by Baronius, A. D. 356. N° 92 — 102. 

> 3 » Caeterum exules fatis conftat, totius orbis ftudiis eelebratos 
pecuniafque eis in fumptum affatim congcftas legationibus quoquq 
gos plebis Catholicae ex omnibus fere provinciis frequentatos. Sulp. 

Sever, Hift. Sacra, p. 41+, Athanaf. tom. i. p. 836. 840. , 

The 
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CHAP. 

XXI. 


Third ex- 
pulsion of 
Athana- 
fius from 
Alexan- 
dria, 

A.D. 356. 


The difgrace and exile of the orthodox bifhops 
of the Weft were defigned as fo many preparatory 
fteps to the ruin of Athanafius himfelf 133 . Six 
and twenty months had elapfed, during which 
the Imperial court fecretly laboured, by the mod 
infidious arts, to remove him from Alexandria, 
and to withdraw the allowance which fupplied his 
popular liberality. But when the primate of 
of Egypt, deferted and profcribed by the Latin 
church, was left deftitute of any foreign fupport, 
Conftantius difpatched two of his fecretaries with 
a verbal commiffion to announc'e and execute the 
order of his baniihment. As the juftice of the 
fentence was publicly avowed by the whole party, 
the only motive which could reftrain Conftantius 
from giving his meffengers the fandtion of a writ- 
ten mandate, muft be imputed, to his doubt of the 
event ; and to a fenfe of the danger to which he 
might expofe the fecond city, and the moft fer- 
tile province of the empire, if the people Ihould 
perfift in the refolution of defending, by force of 
arms, the innocence of their fpiritual father. 
Such extreme caution afforded Athanafius a fpe- 
cious pretence refpe&fully to difpute the truth of 
an order, which he could not reconcile, either 
with the equity, or with the former declarations, 


Ample materials for the hiltory of this third perfecution of 
Athanafius may be found in his own works. See particularly his 
very able Apology to Conftantius (tom. i. p. 673.), his firll Apology 
for his flight (p. 701.), his prolix Epiftle to the Solitaries (p. 808.), 
and the original Proteft of the People of Alexandria againft the vio- 
lences committed by Syrianus (p. 866.). Sozomen ( 1 . iv. c. 9.) 
has thrown into the narrative two or three lumiryjns and important 
ciicumftanees, 

of 
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of his gracious mailer. The civil powers of chap. 
Egypt found thernfelves inadequate to the talk of , v 
perfuading or compelling the primate to abdicate 
his epifcopal throne j and they were obliged to 
conclude a treaty with the popular leaders of 
Alexandria, by which it was ftipulated, that all 
proceedings and all holtilities fhould be fufpended 
till the emperor’s pleafure had been more dillinctly 
afcertained. By this feeming moderation, the 
Catholics were deceived into a falfe and fatal 
fecurity j while the legions of the Upper Egypt, • 
and of Libya, advanced, by fecret orders and 
hafty marches, to befiege, or rather to furprife, a 
capital, habituated to fedition, and inflamed by 
religious zeal”*. The pofition of Alexandria,, 
between the feaand the lake Mareotis, facilitated 
the approach and landing of the troops •, who 
were introduced into the heart of the city, before 
any effectual meafures could be taken, either to 
Ihut the gates, or to occupy the important polls 
of defence. At the hour of midnight, twenty- 
three days after the fignature of the treaty, Syri- 
anus duke of Egypt, at the head of five thoufand 
foldiers, armed and prepared for an afiault, uncx- 
pedledly inverted the church of St. Thconas, 
where the archbilhop, with a part of his clergy and 
people, performed their nofturnal devotions. The 
doors of the facred edifice yielded to the impetu- 

>i+ AthanaGus had lately fent for Antony, and fomeofhis chofen 
Monks. . They defcended from their mountain, announced to the 
Alexandrians the fan&ity of AthanaGus, and were honourably con- 
duced by the archbilhop as far as the gates of the city. Athanaf. 
tom. ii. p. 491, 492, See likewife Rufinus, iii. 164. in Vit. Patr, 

P- S*+- 
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CHAP, ofity of the attack, which was accompanied with 

L_ . every horrid circumftance of tumult and blood- 
fhed ; but, as the bodies of the flain, and the 
fragments of military weapons, remained the next 
day an unexceptionable evidence in the pofTeflion 
of the Catholics, the enterprife of Syrianus may 
be confidered as a fuccefsful irruption, rather than 
as an abfolute conqueft. The other churches of 
the city were profaned by fimilar outrages j and, 
during at leaft four months, Alexandria was ex- 
pofed to the infults of a licentious army, ftimu- 
lated by the ecclefiaftics of an hoftile fadlion. 
Many of the faithful were killed who may de- 
ferve the name of martyrs, if their deaths were 
neither provoked nor revenged ; bifhops and 
prefbyters were treated with cruel ignominy ; con- 
fecrated virgins were ftripped naked, fcourged, 
and violated j the houfes of wealthy citizens 
were plundered j and, under the mafk of reli- 
gious zeal, lull, avarice, and private refentment, 
were gratified with impunity, and even with ap- 
plaufe. The Pagans of Alexandria, who (till 
formed a numerous and difcontented party, were 
eafily perfuaded to defert a bifhop whom they 
feared and efteemed. The hopes of fome peculiar 
favours, and the apprehenfion of being involved 
in the general penalties of rebellion, engaged 
them to promife their fupport to the deftined fuc- 
ceffor of Athanafius, the famous George of Cap- 
padocia. The ufurper, after receiving the con- 
fecration of an Arian fynod, was placed on the 
epifcopal throne by the arms of Sebaftian, who 
had been appointed Count of Egypt for the exe- 
cution 
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cution of that important defign. In the ufe, as c H /t P. 
well as in the acquifition, of power, the tyrant ■ - i — ' , < 
George difregarded the laws of religion, of'juf- 
tice, and of humanity ; and the fame fcenes of 
violence and fcandal which had been exhibited in 
the capital, were repeated in more than ninety 
epifcopal cities of Egypt. Encouraged by fuc- 
cefs, Conftantius ventured to approve the conduit 
of his minifters. By a public and paflionate 
epiftle, the emperor congratulates the deliverance 
of Alexandria from a popular tyrant, who deluded 
his blind votaries by the magic of his eloquence » 
expatiates on the virtues and piety of the molt 
reverend George, the eleited bilhop ; and afpires, 
as the patron and benefaitor of the city, to fur- 
pafs the fame of Alexander himfelf. But he 
lblemnly declares his unalterable refolution to 
purfue with fire and fvvord the feditious adherents 
of the wicked Athanafius, who, by flying from 
juftice, has confefled his guilt, and efcaped the 
ignominious death which he had fo often de- 
fended ,35 . 

e 

Athanafius had indeed efcaped from the mod Hisbeha* 
imminent dangers j and the adventures of that vl0Ur * 
extraordinary man deferve and fix our attention. 

On the memorable night when the church of St. 

Theonas was inverted by the troops of Syrianus, 
the archbifliop, feated on his throne, expected, 
with calm and intrepid dignity, the approach of 
death. While the public devotion was inter- 
ns Athanaf. tom. i. p. 69+. The emperor, or his Arian fecre- 
taries, while they exprefs their refentment, betray their fears and 
efteem of Athanafius. 

v • rupted 
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chap, rupted by fhouts of rage, and cries of terror, he 
«, — r - animated his trembling congregation to exprefs 

their religious confidence, by chanting one of the 
pfalmsof David, which celebrates the triumph of 
the God of Ifrael over the haughty and impious 
tyrant of Egypt. The doors were at length burft 
open ; a cloud of arrows was difcharged among 
the people; the foldiers, with drawn fwords, 
rulhed forwards into the fan&uary; and the dread- 
ful gleam of their armour was reflected by the 
holy luminaries which burnt round the altar 136 . 
Athanafius ftill reje&ed the pious importunity of 
the Monks and Prefbyters, who were attached to 
his perfon ; and nobly refufed to defert his epis- 
copal Hation, till he had difmified in Safety the 
laft of the congregation. The darknefs and tu* 
mult of the night favoured the retreat of the 
archbifhop ; and though he was opprefted by the 
waves of an agitated multitude, though he was 
thrown to the ground, and left without fenfe o t 
motion, he ftill recovered his undaunted courage ; 
and eluded the eager fearch of the foldiers, who 
were inftrufted by their Arian guides, that the 
* head of Athanafius would be the moll acceptable 

prefent to the emperor. From that moment the 
primate of Egypt disappeared from the eyes of his 
enemies, and remained above fix years concealed 
in impenetrable obfcurity 

The 

*5® Thefe minute circumftances are curious, as they are literally 
tranfcribed from the proteft, which was publicly prefentcd three 
days afterwards by the Catholics of Alexandria. See Athanaf. 
tom. i. p. 867 . 

07 The Jai.fcnith have often compared Athanafius and Arnauld, 
ind have expatiated with pleafure on the faith and zeal, the merit and 

exile. 
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The defpotic power of his implacable enemy c p * 
filled the whole extent of the Roman world •, and v_— 
the exafperated monarch had endeavoured, by a ^ re £ eat * 
very prefling epiftle to the Chriftian princes of 356—36*. 
^Ethiopia, to exclude Athanafius from the moft 
remote and fequeftered regions of the earth. 

Counts, praefetfls, tribunes, whole armies, were 
fucceflively employed to purfue a bilhop and a 
fugitive j the vigilance of the civil and military 
powers were excited by the Imperial ediftsj liberal 
rewards were promifed to the man who fhould 
produce Athanafius, either alive or dead ; and the 
mod fevere penalties were denounced againft 
thofe who Ihould dare to protect the public 
enemy * 3 ’. But the deferts of Thebai's were now 
peopled by a race of wild, yet fubmiflive fanatics, 
who preferred the commands of their abbot to the 
laws of their fovereign. The numerous difciplea 
of Antony and Pachomius received the fugitive 
primate as their father, admired the patience and 
humility with which he conformed to their ftridtefl: 
inftitutions, collected every word which dropt 
from his lips as the genuine effufions of infpired 
wifdom ; and perfuaded themfelves, that their 
prayers, their falls, and their vigils, were lefs 
meritorious than the seal which they exprefled, 

exile, of thofe celebrated doctors. This concealed parallel is very 
dextroufly managed by the Abbe dc la Bleterie, Vie de Jovien, 
tom. i. p. 130. 

* 5 * Hinc jamtoto orbe profugus Athanafius, necullus ei tutus ad 
latendum fuper-erat locus. Tribuni, Prefeili, Comites, exercitu* 
quoque, ad pervetligandum cum moventur ediftis Imperialibus i 
premia delatoribus proponuntur, li quis cum vivum, ii id minus, 
caput certe Athanafii detuliffet. Rufin. 1 . i. c. x6. 
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and the dangers which they braved, in the de- 
fence of truth and innocence ,39 . The monafteries 
of Egypt were feated in lonely and defolate 
places, on the fummit of mountains, or in the 
iflands of the Nile j and the facred horn or trum- 
pet of Tabenne was the well-known fignal which 
aflembled feveral thoufand robuft and determined 
Monks, who, for the mod part, had been the 
peafants of the adjacent country. When their 
dark retreats were invaded by a military force, 
which it was impoffible to refill, they filently 
flretched out their necks to the executioner and 
fupported their national character, that tortures 
could never wreft from an Egyptian the confeffion 
of a fecret which he was refolved not to dif- 
clofe ,4 °. The archbilhop of Alexandria, for 
whofe fafety they eagerly devoted their lives, 
was loll among a uniform and weli-difciplined 
multitude ; and on the nearer approach of danger, 
he was fwiftly removed, by their officious hands, 
from one place of concealment to another, till he 
reached the formidable deferts, which the gloomy 
and credulous temper of fuperftition had peopled 
with daemons and favage monllers. The retire- 
ment of Athanafius, which ended only with the 
life of Conllantius, was fpent, for the moll part, 
in the fociety of the Monks, who faithfully ferved 
him as guards, as fecretaries, and as melfengers j 

»S 9 Gregor. Nazianzen. torn. i. Orat. xxi. p. 384, 385. See 
Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. vii. p. 176—410. 820 — 880. 

**° Et nulla tormentorutn vis inveniri adhuc potuit ; quae ob- 
durato illius trail us latroni invito elicere potuit, ut nomen proprium 
dicat. Ammian. xxii. 16. and Valelius ad locum. 

but 
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but the importance of maintaining a more inti- c a P. 
mate connexion with the Catholic party, tempted u— 
him, whenever the diligence of the purfuit was 
abated, to emerge from the defert, to introduce 
himfelf into Alexandria, and to truft his perfon 
to the difcretion of his .friends and adherents. 

His various adventures might have furnifhed the 
fubjeft of a very entertaining romance. He was 
once fccreted in a dry ciftcrn, which he had 
fcarcely left before he was betrayed by the trea- 
chery of a female flave 141 ; and he was once con- 
cealed in a ftill more extraordinary afylum, the 
houfe of a virgin, only twenty years of age, and 
who was celebrated in the whole city for her ex- 
quifite beauty. At the hour of midnight, as fhe 
related the ftory many years afterwards, fhe was 
furprifed by the appearance of the archbifhop in a 
loofe undrefs, who, advancing with hafty fteps, 
conjured her to afford him the proteftion which 
he had been direfted by a celeftial vifion to feek 
under her hofpitable roof. The pious maid ac- 
cepted and preferved the facred pledge which was 
entrufted to her prudence and courage. Without 
imparting the fecret to any one, fhe inftantly con- 
ducted Athanafius into her moft fecret chamber, 
and watched over his fafety with the tendernefs of 
a friend and the affiduity of a fervant. As long as 
the danger continued, fhe regularly fupplied him 
with books and provifions, wafhed his feet, ma- 

• 

* 4 » Rufin. 1 . i. c. 18. Sozomen, 1 . iv. c. 10. This and the 
following ftory will be rendered impoflible, if we fuppofe that Atha- 
nafius always inhabited thcafyloin which he accidentally oroccafion- 
ally had ufed. 

Vgl.'III. C c naged 
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c hap. oaged his correfpondence, and dexteroufly con- 
cealed from the eye of fufpicion, this familiar 
and folitary intercourfe between a faint whofe 
chara&er required the moft unbkmilhed chaftity, 
and a female whofe charms might excite the moft 
dangerous emotions ,4 \ During the fix years of 
perfection and exile, Athanafius repeated his 
yifits ta his fair and faithful companion j and tb* 
formal declaration, that he faw the councils of 
Rimini and Seleucia ,+3 , forces us to believe that 
he was fecretly prefent at the time and place of 
their convocation. The advantage of perfonally 
negociating with his friends, and of obferving 
and improving the divifion^ of his enemies, might, 
juftify, in a prudent ftatefman, fo bold and dan- 
gerous an enterprife: and Alexandria was con- ; 
ne&ed by trade and navigation with every fea- 
port of the Mediterranean. From the depth of 
his inacceflible retreat, the intrepid primate waged 
an. inceffant and offenfive war againft the prqte&or 
of the Arians ; and his feafonable writings, which. 
' were diligently circulated, apd eagerly perufed, 
contributed to unite and animate the orthodox 
party. In his public apologies, which he ad- 
drefled to the emperor himfelf, he fomethnea 

i+s Paliadius (Hift. Latifiac. c. 136. in Vit. Patrum, p. 776.), the 
erl^inal author oi' this anecdote, had converted with the danifel, who 
in her old age ftill remembered with pleafure ib pious and honourable 
a connexion. I cannot indulge the delicacy of Baronins, Valefius, 
Tillemont, See. who almoft rejeft a ftory fo unworthy, as they deem 
it, "of- the gravity of ecclcfiaftical hi (lory. 

•45 Athanaf. toiu. i. p. 869. I agree with Tillemont (tom. viii. 
p. 1197-)) that his expreffions imply a perfonal, though perhaps 
fecrct, vifit to the fynods. 

affefted 
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affe&ed the praife of moderation; whilft at the c HAP. 
fame time, in fecret and vehement invectives, he u — v— — • 
expofed Conftantius as a weak and wicked prince, 
the executioner of his family, the tyrant of the 
republic, and the antichrift of the church. In 
the height of his profperity, the victorious mo- 
narch, who had chaftifed the rafhnefs of Oallus, 
and fupprefTed the revolt of Sylvanus, who had 
taken the diadem from the head of Vetranio; and 
vanquished in the field the legions of Magnen- 
tius, received from an invifible hand a wound, 
which he could neither heal nor revenge ; and the 
fbn of Conftantine was the firft of the Chriftiati 
princes who experienced the ftrength of thofe 
principles) which, in the caufe of religion, could 
refift the moil violent exertions of the civil 
power ***. 

The perfection of Athanafius, and of fo many Ariao 
refpeclable bifhops, who fu fie red for the truth of blfhopR ‘ 
their opinions, or at leaftfor the integrity of their 
confcience, was a juft fubject of indignation and 
difeontent to all Chriftians, except thofe who 
were blindly devoted to the Arian faCtion. The 
people regretted the lofs of their faithful pallors, 
whofe banifhment was ufually followed by the in* 

> 44 - Tire Epiftle of Athanafnis to the Monks is filled with re- 
proaches, which the public muft feci to be mre (vol. i. p. S34-. 

<56.)$ and, in compliment to his readers, he has introduced th* 
companions of Pharaoh, Ahab, IMltmzar, fee. Tire bol'dneft of 
Hilary was attended with lefs danger, if he publifhed his invc£tivein 
Gaul after the revolt of Julian ; but Lucifer ffent his libels to Con- 
Jhmtios, and aimed challenged the reward of Martyrdom. Set 
Tilleiuont, Com. vii.p. 905. 

C c 2 trufion 
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c ;a p - trufion of a ftranger 1+5 into the epifcopal chair ; 

^ — .1 and loudly complained, that the right of election 
was violated, and that they were condemned to, 
obey a mercenary ufurper, whofe perfon was un- 
known, and whofe principles were fufpefted. The 
Catholics might prove to the world, that they 
were not involved in the guilt and herefy of their 
Divifion*. ecclefiaftical governor, by publicly teftifying their 
difienr, or by totally feparating themfclves from 
his communion. The firft of thefe methods was 
invented at Antioch, and practifed with fuch fuc- 
cefs, that it was foon diffufed over the Chriftian 
world. The doxology, or facred hymn, which 
celebrates the glory of the Trinity, is fufceptible of 
very nice, but material, inflexions; and the fub- 
ftance of an orthodox, or an heretical, creed, may 
be expreffed by the difference of a disjunctive, or 
a copulative, particle. Alternate refponfes, and 
a more regular pfalmody ' +6 , were introduced into 
the public fervice by Flavianus and Diodorus, 
two devout and aCtive laymen, who were attached 
to the Nicene faith. Under their conduct, a 
fwarm of Monks iffued from the adjacent defert, 
bands of well-difciplined fingers were ftationed in 
the cathedral of Antioch, the Glory to the Father, 

Athanalius (tom. i.p. 811.) complains in general of this 
pra&icc, which he afterwards exemplifies (p. 86 1 .) in the pretended 
/ieftion of Filix. Three eunuchs reprefented the Roman people, 
and three prelates, who followed the court, affumed the functions of 
the bifliops of the Suburbicarian provinces. 

1+6 Thomaflin (Difcipline de l'Eglile, tom. i. 1 . ii. c. 7a, 73. 
p. 966 — 984.) has collected many curious fafts concerning the origin 
and progrefs of church-finging, both in the halt and Weft. 

AND 
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and the Son, and the Holy Ghoft ,47 , was tri- P p - 

umphantly chanted by a full chorus of voices j c. j 

and the Catholics infulted, by the purity of their 
dodtrine, the Arian prelate, who had ufurped the 
throne of the venerable Euftathius. The fame 
zeal which infpired their fongs, prompted the 
more fcrupulous members of the orthodox party 
to form feparate afiemblies, which were governed 
by the prelbyters, till the death of their exiled 
bilhop allowed the election and confecration of a , 
new epifcopal paftor ,+8 . The revolutions of the 
court multiplied the number of pretenders ; and 
the fame city was often difputed, under the reign 
of Conftantius, by two, or three, or even -four 
bifhops, who exercifed their fpiritual jurifdi£tion 
over their refpeftive followers, and alternately 
loft and regained the temporal pofleflions of the 
church. The abufe of Chriftianity introduced 
into the Roman government new caufes of tyranny 
and fedition ; the bands of civil fociety were 
torn afunder by the fury of religious fa&ions j, 
and the obfcure citizen, who might calmly have 
furveyed the elevation and fall of fucceftive em- 

»*7 Philoftorgius, 1 . iii. c. 13. Godefroy has examined this fub- 
jeft with lingular accuracy (p. 147, &c.). There were three hete- 
rodox forms : “ To the Father by the Son, and in the Holy Ghoft 
«< To the Father and the Son in the Holy Ghoft and “ To the 

Father in the Son amt the Holy Ghoft.” 

*+ 3 After the exile of Euftathius, under the reign of Conftantine, 
the rigid party of the orthodox formed a reparation, which afterwards 
degenerated into a chifm, and lafted above fourfcore years. See 
Tillemont, Mem. Ecclcf. tom. vii. p. 33 — 54. 1137 — 1158. tom. 
viii. p. 537—63*. 1314—133*. In many churches, the Arians 
and Homooulians, who had renounced each other’s communion, con- 
tinued for fometime to join in prayer. Philoftorgius, 1 . iii. c. 14. 

1 
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C xxi P * P erors > imagined and experienced, that his own 
life and fortune were conne&ed with the intcrefts 
of a popular ecclefiaftic. The example of the 
two capitals, Rome and Conftantinople, may 
ferve to reprefent the date of the empire, and the 
temper of mankind, under the reign of the Tons 
of Conllantine. 

Rome. I. The Roman pontiff, as long as he main- 
tained his ftation and his principles, was guarded 
by the warm attachment of a great people j and 
could rejeft with fcorn the prayers, tire menaces* 
and the oblations of an heretical prince. When 
the eunuchs had fecretly pronounced the exile of 
Liberius, the well-grounded appreheafioo of a 
tumult engaged them to ufe the utmoft precau- 
tions in the execution of the fentence. The 
capital was invefted on every fide, and the Prae- 
fe£t was commanded to fei*e the perfon of the 
bilhop, either by ftratagem or by open force. 
The order was obeyed j and Liberius, with the 
greateft difficulty, at the hour of midnight, was 
fwiftly conveyed beyond the reach of the Roman 
people, before their confternation was turned into 
rage. As foon as they were informed of his ba- 
niffiment into Thrace, a general affembly was- 
convened, and the clergy of Rome bound them- 
felves, by a public and folerrm oath, never to 
defert their bilhop, never to acknowledge the 
ufurper Fselix j who, by the influence of the eu- 
nuchs, had been irregularly chofen and confe- 
crated within the walls of a profane palace. At 
the end of two years, their pious obftinacy fub- 
filled entire and unlhaken ; and when Conftan- 

tius 
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tius vifired Rome, he was affailed by the impor- c p. 

tunate folicitations of a people, who had preferved, i 

as the laft remnant of their ancient freedom, the 
right of treating their fovereign with familiar in- 
folence. The wives of many of the fenators and 
mod honourable citizens, after prefling their huf- 
bands to intercede in favour of Liberius, were ad- 
vifed to undertake a commiftion, which, in their 
hands, wbuld be lefs dangerous, and might prove 
more fuecefsful. The emperor received with po- 
litenefs thefe female deputies, whofe wealth and 
dignity were difplayed in the magnificence of 
their drefs and ornaments: he admired their in- 
flexible refolution of following their beloved pallor 
to the mod diftant regions of the earth ; and con- 
fented that the two bilhops, Liberius and Fa;lix > 

Ihould govern in peace their refpeftive congre- 
gations. But the ideas of toleration were fo re- 
pugnant to the practice, and even to the fenti- 
ments, of thofe times, that when the anfwer of 
Conftantius was publicly read in the Circus of 
Rome, fo reafonable a projedt of accommodation 
was rejected with contempt and ridicule. The 
eager vehemence which animated the fpedlators 
in the decifive moment of a horfe-race, was now 
directed towards a different objedt ; and the Cir- 
cus refounded with the fhout of thoufands, who 
repeatedly exclaimed, “ One God, One Chrift, 

(( One Bifhop.’’ The zeal of the Roman people 
in the caufe of Liberius, was not confined to 
words alone and the dangerous and bloody fedi- 
tion which they excited foon after the departure 
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C xxi P Conftantius, determined that prince to accept 
t_ - t — ■ the iubmiffion of the exiled prelate, and to reftore 
him to the undivided dominion of the capital. 
Alter fome ineffectual rehitance, his rival was ex- 
pelled from the city by the permiffion of the em- 
peror, and the power of the oppofite fadtion j the 
adherents of Fadix were inhumanly murdered in 
the ftreets, in the public places, in the baths, 
and even in the churches ; and the face of Rome, 
upon the return of a Chriftian bifhop, renewed 
the horrid image of the mafiacres of Marius, and 
the proscriptions of Sylla ,w . 

Conftan- II. Notwithftanding the rapid increafe of Chrift- 
tmople. j ans unc j er the re ign of the Flavian family, Rome, 
Alexandria, and the other great cities of the emr 
• pire, ftill contained a ftrong and powerful faction 
of Infidels, who envied the prolperity, and whQ 
ridiculed, even on their theatres, the theological 
difputes of the church. Conftantinople alone 
enjoyed the advantage of being born and educated 
in the bofom of the faith. The capital of the 
Eaft had never been polluted by the worfhip of 
Idols j and the whole body of the people had 
deeply imbibed the opinions, the virtues, and 
the pafllons, which diftinguifhed the Chriftians of 
that age from the reft of mankind. After the 
death of Alexander, the epifcopal throne was dif- 
puted by Paul and Macedonius. By their zeal 

*49 See, on this ecclefiaftical revolution of Rome, Ammianus, 
xv. 7- Athanaf. tom. i. p. 854. 861. Sozomen, 1 . iv. c. 15, 
Theodorct. 1 . ii. c. 17. Sulp. Sever. Hift. Sacra, 1 . ii. p. 413. 
Hieronym. Chron. Marcellin. et Fauftin. Libell. p. 3, 4. Tille. 
jnoiu, Mem. Ecclef. tom. vi. p. 336. 
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ajid abilities they both deferved the eminent fta- c ^^ p * 
tion to which' they afpircd j and if the moral cha- + 

rafter of Macedonius was lefs exceptionable, his 
competitor had the advantage of a prior eleftioa 
and a more orthodox doftrine. His firm attach- 
ment to the Nicene creed, which has given Paul 
a place in the calendar among faints and martyrs, 
expofed him to the refentment of the Arians. In 
the (pace of fourteen years he was five times driven 
from his throne ; to which he was more frequently 
reftored by the violence of the people, than by the 
permiffion of the prince ; and the power of Ma- 
cedonia could be fecured only by the death of 
Jiis rival. The unfortunate Paul was dragged in 
chains from the fandy deferts of Mefopotamia to 
fhe mod defolate places of Mount Taurus li0 , 
confined in a dark and narrow dungeon, left fix 
days without food, and at length ftrangled, by 
the order of Philip, one of the principal minifters 
of the emperor Conftantius 15 \ The firft blood 
which ftained the new capital was fpilt in this ec- 
cleliaftical conteft; and many perfons were (lain on 


• 5 ° Cucufus was the laft ftage of his life and fufferings. The 
filiation of that lonely town, on the confines of Cappadocia, Cili- 
cia, and the Lefler Armenia, has occalioned fome geographical per- , 
plexity ; hut we are directed to the true fpot by the courfe of the Ro- 
man road from Caefarea to Anazarbus. See Cellarii Geograph, 
tom. ii. p. ai 3. Wefleling ad Itinerar. p. 179. 703. 

* 5 * Athanafiqs (tom. i. p. 703. 813, 814.) affirms, in the moil 
pofitive terms, that Paul was murdered ; and appeals, not only to 
commbn fame, but even to the unfufpicious tcftimony of Philagrius, 
pneof the Arian perfecutors. Yet he acknowledges, that the here- 
tics attributed to difeafe the death of the biffiop of Conftandnople. 

Athanafius is fervilely copied by Socrates ( 1 . ii. c. 26.) j but So- 
lomon, who difcovers a more liberal temper, prefumes (1. iv. e. 2.) 
fo infcnuate a prudent doubt, ’ 

6 both 

■ ' Digitized by Google 



394 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


chap, both fides, in the furious and obftinafe feditions of 
xx r. 

■i . - mf - - the people. The commiffion of enforcing a fen- 
tence of banifhment againft Paul, had been en- 
wufted to Hermogenes, the mafter-general of the 
cavalfy; but the execution of it was fatal tohim- 
felf. The Catholics rofe in the defence of their 
bifhop ; the palace of Hermogenes was confirmed j 
the firft military officer of the empire was dragged 
by the heels through the ftreets of Conftantinople, 
and, after he expired, his lifelefs corpfe was ex- 
pofed to their wanton infiilis*’*. The fare of 
Hermogenes inflrucled Philip, the Pntetorian prre- 
fe6t, to aft with mofe precaution on a fimilar ee-* 
fion. In the moft gentle and honourable terms, 
he required the attendance of Paul in the baths of 
Zeuxippus, which had a private communication 
with the palace and the fea. A veflel, which lay 
ready at the garden-flairs, immediately hoilled 
fail •, and, while the people were flill ignorant of 
the meditated facrilege, their bifhop was already 
embarked on his voyage to Theffalonica. They 
foon beheld, with furprife and indignation, the 
gates of the palace thrown open, and the ufurper 
Macedoqius feated by the fide of the prasfedl on a 
lofty chariot, which was furrounded by troops of 
guards with drawn fwords. The military procef- 1 
fion advanced towards the cathedral ; the Arians 
and the Catholics eagerly rufhed to occupy that 
important pi ft •, and three thoufand one hundred 
and fifty perfons loft their lives in the confufion of 


n* Ammianus (xiv. 10.) refers to his own account of this tragic 
event. But we no longer poffefs that part of his hiftory. 
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the tumult. MaCedonius, who was fupported by C ^)^ P ‘ 
a regular force, obtained a decifive viftory ; but t,.n. v . ,* 
his reign was difturbed by clamour and fedition ; 
and the caufes which appeared the leaft connefted 
with the fubjedt of difpute, were fufficient to 
nourilh and to kindle the flame of civil difcord. 

As the chapel in which the body of the great Con- 
ftantine had been depofited was in a ruinous con- 
dition, the bilhop tranfported thofe venerable re-* 
mains into the church qf St. Acacius. This pru- 
dent and even pious meafure was reprefented as a 
wicked profanation by the whole party which ad- 
hered to the Homooufian do&rine. The factions 
immediately flew to arms, the confeerated ground 
was ufed as their field of battle ; and one of tho 
ecclefiaftical hiftorians has obferved, as a real 
fact, not as a figure of rhetoric, that the well be- 
fore the church overflowed with a ftream of blood, 
which filled the porticoes and the adjacent courts. 

The writer who fhould impute thefe tumults folely 
to a religious principle, would betray a very im- 
perfed knowledge of human nature; yet it muft 
be confeffed, that the motive which milled the 
fincerity of zeal, and the pretence which difguifed 
the licentioufnefs of paflion, fupprefltd the re- 
morfe which, in another caufe, would have fuc- 
cecded to the rage of the Chriftians of Conftan-' 
tinople * 53 . 

, St Sec Sccrates, 1 . ii. c. 6 , 7. n, 13. ij, 16. 16, *7. 38. and 
Sozomen, 1 . iii. 3, 4. 7, 9. 1 . iv. c. ii. ir. The aits of St. Paul of 
Conftantinople, of which Photius has made an abftraft (Phot. 

Bibliot. p. 1419 — 1430.), ava an indifferent copy of thefe hidorjant j 
but a modern Greek, who could write the life of a faint witliout 
adding fables and miracles, is entitled to fome conunelidation. 

The 
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chap. The cruel and arbitrary difpofition of Conftan- 
. tius, which did not always require the provoca- 

of'the 7 tlons anc * re fi^ ance i was juftly exafperated 

Arians. by the tumults of his capital, and the criminal 
behaviour of a faction, which oppofed the autho- 
rity and religion of their fovereign. The ordinary 
punifhments of death, exile, and confifcation 
were inflidted with partial rigour ; and the Greeks 
ftill revere the holy memory of two clerks, a 
reader and a fub-deacon, who were accufed of 
the murder of Hermogenes, and beheaded at the 
gates of Conftantinople. By an edidofConftantius 
againft the Catholics, which has not been judged 
worthy of a place in the Theodofian code, thofe 
who refufed to communicate with the Arian 
bilhops, and particularly with Macedonius, were 
deprived of the immunities of ecclefiaftics, and 
of the rights of Chriftians ; they were compelled 
to relinquifh the pofleffion of the churches; and 
were ftridly prohibited from holding their aflem- 
blies within the walls of the city. The execution 
of this unjuft law, in the provinces of Thrace and 
Afia Minor, was committed to the zeal of Ma- 
cedonius ; the civil and military powers were 
direded to obey his commands ; and the cruelties 
exercifed by this Semi-Arian tyrant in the fupport 
of the Homoioujion , exceeded the commiflion, and 
difgraced the reign, of Conftantius. The facra- 
ments of the church were adminiftered to the 
reludant victims, who denied the vocation, and 
abhorred the principles, of Macedonius. The rites 
of baptifm were conferred on women and chil- 
dren, who, for that purpofe, had been torn from 

the 
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the arms of their friends and parents ; the mouths c A. P. 

of the communicants were held open, by a wooden > w — • 

engine, while the confecrated bread was forced 
down their throat •, the breafts of tender virgins 
were either burnt with red-hot egg-ffiells, or in- 
humanly comprefied between lharp and heavy 
boards ,5+ . The Novatians of Conftantinople, and 
the adjacent country, by their firm attachment to 
the Homooufian ftandard, deferved to be con- 
founded with the Catholics themfelves. Macedo* 
nius was informed, that a large diftrift of Pa- 
phlagonia 1JS was almoft entirely inhabited by thofe 
fe&aries. He refolved either to convert or to ex- 
tirpate them j and as he diftrufted, on this occa- 
fion, the efficacy of an ecclefiaftical million, he 
commanded a body of four thoufand legionaries 
to march againft the rebels, and to reduce the 
territory of Mantinium under his Ipiritual domi- 
nion. The Novatian peafants, animated by de- 
fpair and religious fury, boldly encountered the 
invaders of their country ; and though many of 
the Paphlagonians were flain, the Roman legions 
were vanquiffied by an irregular multitude. 


>54 Socrates, I. ii. c. 17. 38. Sozomen, 1 . iv. c. ai. The prin- 
cipal afTiftants of Macedonius, in the work of perfecution, were the 
two bifhops of Nicomedia and Cyzicus, who were efteemed for their 
virtues, and efpecially for their charity. I cannot forbear reminding 
the reader, that the difference between the Homtaufton and Hmoioujiai, is 
almoft invifiblc to the niceit theological eye. 

>55 We are ignorant of the precife fituation of Mantinium. In 
fpeaking of thefe four bands of legionaries, Socrates, Sozomen, and 
the author of the Aits of St. Paul, ufe the indefinite terms of 
Qxkatytt, rmyfjiar», which Nicephorus very properly tranflates tbou- 
fanJt. Valef. ad Socrat. 1 . ii. c. 38. 

armed 
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C xxr arrnec ^ only feythes And axes ; and, except a 
t-_ v ' ■ few who efcaped by an ignominious flight, four 
thoufand foldiers were left dead on the field of 
battle. The fucceflor of Conilantius has expreff* 
ed, in a concife but lively manner, fome of the 
theological calamities which affii&ed the empire, 
and more efpecially the Eaft, in the reign of a 
Jirihce who was the flave of his own pafikms, and 
of thofe of his eunuchs. “ Many were imprifoned, 
“ and perfecuted, and driven into- exile. Whole 
troops of thofe who are ffiled heretics were 
“ maflaered, particularly at Cyr.icus, and atSamo* 
M fata. In Pdpfahgdnia, Bithynia, Galatia, and 
“ in many other provinces, towns and villager 
« were laid waftey and utterly deftroyed ,!S8 .” 

Tfie revolt While the flames of the Ariau controvert con* 
ti* 1 Dona- f Um ^ the vitals of the empire, the African pro* 
tilt Cir- vinces were infixed by their peculiar enemies the 
]ion S C , * favage fanatics, who, under the name of Circum * 
A - &’c ce ^ ans > formed the ftrength and fcamdal of the 
Donatift party *- 57 , The 1 evert execution of the 
laws of Confiantine had excited afpirit of difcon* 
tent and refinance ; the fire noons efforts of hie 
fon Conftans, to reltore the unity of the church, 
exafperated the fenttments of mutual hatred, which 
had firft occafioned the reparation ; and the me- 


Julian. Epiftol. lii. p. 436. edit. Spanhcim. 

*?7 See Optatus Milevitanus (particularly iii. 4.), with the Do- 
natift hiftory, by M. Dupin, and the original pieces at the end of his 
edition. The numerous circumftances which Auguftin has men- 
tioned, of the fury of the Circumcellicns againft others, and sgairvft 
themfelves, have been laborioufly collefted by Tilleriront, Mem. 
Ecclcf. tom. vi. p. 147 — 165; and he has often, though without 
/deJign, expofed die injuries which had provoked thofe fanatics. 
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thods of force and corruption employed by the 
two Imperial commifiioners, Paul and Macariusj 
furmfhed the fchifmatics with a fpecious contrail; 
between the maxims of the apoftles and the con- 
duct of their pretended fucceflbrs ,s *. The pea- 
fants who inhabited the villages of Numidia and 
Mauritania, were a ferocious race, who had been 
imperfe&ly reduced under the authority of the 
Roman laws j who were impeffeCUy converted to 
the Chriftian faith j but who were aduated by a 
blind and furious enthufiafm in the caufe of their 
Donatift teachers. They indignantly fupported 
the exile of their bilhops, the demolition of their 
churches, and the interruption of their fecrec 
aflfemblies. The violence of the officers of 
judice, who were uftially fuftaihed by a military 
guard, was fcmetimes repelled with equal vio- 
lence j and the blood of fome popular ecclefiaflics, 
which had been Ihed in the quarrel, inflamed 
their rude followers with an eager defire of re- 
venging the death of thefe Holy martyrs. By 

*J® It is amuiing enough to ohftm the language of oppoiite par- 
ties, when they (peak, of the fame n.cn and things. Gratis, bilhop 
•f Carthage, begins the acclamations of an orthodox fynod, “ Gra- 
“ tias Deo omnipotent! et Chrifto Jfcfu-. . . qui impeiaVit religio- 
“ tiffimo Conflanti Impel atori, ut votum gereret unitatis, et inkteret 
“ miniftros fanfiti opens famula Dti Paulom et Macaiium.” Mo- 
munent. Vet. ad Calccrn Optati, p. 313. “ Ecce fubito," (fays 

the Donatift author of the Paffion of Marculus) “ de Coriftantis re. 
“ gis tyrannka donio . . . poliuttun Macarianae perfecutioni* rear- 
“ mur iaicrepuit, et dxibui b<j!':is ad Africa® midis, eodem feilket 
“ Macario ct Paulo execrandum prorfus ac dirum ecclcfix certamen 
“ indiftum eft; nt poptilus Cbfittianus ad tmiemem cum traditoii- 
“ bus faciendam, nudatis militum gladiis et draconum prafeotiba* 
“ fignis, ct twku um vot ibua cogea iur.” Monument, g. 304. 

their 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


400 

chap, their own cruelty and raflinefs, the minifters of 

. -VJ ’ _ t perfecution fometimes provoked their fate ; and 
the guilt of an accidental tumult precipitated the 
criminals into defpair and rebellion. Driven 
from their native villages, the Donatift peafants 
affembled in formidable gangs on the edge of the 
Getulian defert ; and readily exchanged the habits, 
of labour for a life of idlenefs and rapine, which 
was confecrated by the name of religion, and 
faintly condemned by the do&ors of the fcft. 
The leaders of the Circumcellions affumed the 
affumed the title of captains of the fain-s ; their 
principal weapon, as they were indifferently pro- 
vided with fwords and fpears, was a huge and 
weighty club, which they termed an lfraelite j and: 
the well-known found of “ Praife be to God,” 
which they ufed as their cry of war, diffufed con- 
fternation over the unarmed provinces of Africa. 
At firft their depredations were coloured by the, 
plea of neceflityj but they foon exceeded the 
meafure of fubfiftence, indulged without controul 
their intemperance and avarice, burnt the villages 
which they had pillaged, and reigned the licen- 
tious tyrants of the open country. The occupa-' 
tions of hulbandry, and the adminjftration of 
juftice, were interrupted ; and as the Circumcel- 
lions pretended to reftore the primitive equality of 
mankind, and to reform the abufes of civil fociety, 
they opened a fecure afylum for the flaves and. 
debtors, who flocked in crowds to their holy 
ftandard. When they were not refilled, they 
ufually contented themfelves with plunder, but- 
the Qighteft oppoficion provoked them to afts of 

violence 
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violence and murder j and fome Catholic priefts, c HA P. 
who had imprudently fignalized their zeal, were ‘ 
tortured by the fanatics with the molt refined and 
wanton barbarity. The fpirit of the Circumcel- 
lions was not always exerted againft their defence- 
lefs enemies j they engaged, and fometimes de- 
feated, the troops of the province j and in the 
bloody aftion of Bagai, they attacked in the open 
field, but with unfuccefsful valour, an advanced 
guard of the Imperial cavalry. The Donatifts 
who were taken in arms, received, and they foon 
deferved, the fame treatment which might have 
been (hewn to the wild beads of the defert. The 
captives died, without a murmur, either by the 
fword, the axe, or the fire j and the meafures of 
retaliation were multiplied in a rapid proportion, 
which aggravated the horrors of rebellion, and 
excluded the hope of mutual forgivenefs. In the 
beginning of the prefent century, the example of 
the Circumccllions has been renewed in the per- 
fection, the boldnefs, the crimes, and the en- 
thufiafm of the Camifards ; and if the fanatics of 1 
Languedoc furpafifed thofe of Numidia, by their 
military atchievements, the Africans maintained 
their fierce independence with more refolution 
and perfeverance *’*. 

Such diforders are the natural effe&s of religious Their re- 
tyranny j but the rage of the Donatifts was in- 
flamed by a frenzy of a very extraordinary kind 

*59 The Htffcire des Camifards, in 3 vol. nmo. Villefranche, 

*760, may be recommended as accurate and impartial. It require* 
fome attention to difeover the religion of the author. 

■ Vol. III. D d and 
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chap, and which, if it really prevailed among them in 
t * . fo extravagant a degree, cannot furely be paral- 
leled in any country, or in any age. Many of 
thefe fanatics were poflefied with the horror of 
life, and the defire of martyrdom •, and they 
deemed it of little moment by what means, or 
by what hands, they perilhed, if their conduct 
■was fan&ified by the intention of devoting them- 
felves to the glory of the true faith, and the hope 
of eternal happinefs ,6 °. Sometimes they rudely 
difturbed the feftivals, and profaned the temples 
of paganifm, with the defign of exciting the moft 
zealous of the idolaters to revenge the infulted 
honour of their gods. They fometimes forced 
their way into the courts of juftice, and compelled 
the affrighted judge to give orders for their im- 
spediate execution. They frequently (topped tra- 
vellers on the public highways, and obliged them 
tp inflidt the ftroke of martyrdom, by the pro- 
mife of a reward, if they confented, and by the 
threat of inLtant death, if they refufed to grant fo 
very fingular a favour. When they were difap- 
pointed of every other refource, they announced 
the day on which, in the prefence of their friends 
and brethren, they (hould caff themielves head- 
long from fome lofty rock; and many precipices 
were (hewn, which had acquired fame by the 
number of religious fuicides. In the adlions of 
thefe defperate enthuGafts, who were admired by 
one party as the martyrs of God, and abhorred by 

i .* • ... » . . 

iCo The Donat'd! fuicides alleged Ln' their juftification the example 
ofRazias, which is related in the 14th chapter of the fee on d book 
of the Maccabees. 
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the other, as the victims of Satan, an impartial c ^ x ^ p 

philofopher may difcover the influence and the t ,, — 

laft abufe of that inflexible fpirit, which was ori- 
ginally derived from the charader and principles 
of the Jewifh nation. 

. The Ample narrative of the inteftine divifions, 9 en " 31 

4 # character 

which diftracted the peace, and difhonoured the of the 
triumph, of the church, will confirm the remark of un 
a pagan hiflorian, and juftify the complaint of a 
venerable bifhop. The experience of Ammianus 
had convinced him, that the enmity of the Chrift- 
ians towards each other, furpaffed the fury of favage 
beaftsagainftman 1 *' j and Gregory Nazianzenmofl 
pathetically laments, that th$ kingdom of heaven 
was converted, by difeord, into the image of chaos, 
of a nodurnal tempeft, and of hell itfelf ,6 \ The 
fierce and partial writers of the times, aferibing all 
virtue to themfelves, and imputing all guilt to their 
adverfaries, have painted the battle of the angels 
and daemons. Our calmer reafon will rejed 
luch pure and perfed monfters of vice or fandity, 
and will impute an equal, or at leaft an indiferi- 
minate, meafure of good and evil to the hoftile 
fedaries, who afiumed and bellowed the appella- 
tions of orthodox and heretics. They had been 
educated in the fame religion, and the fame civil 
fociety. Their hopes and fears in theprefent, or 
in a future, life, were balanced in the fame pro- 
portion. On either fide, the error might be in- 

,6t Nullas infeftas hominibus beftias, ut font Cbi ferales plcrique 
Chriftianorum expertus. Ammian. xxii. 3. 

161 Gregor. Nazianzen, Oral. i. p. 33. Sec Tillcraont, tom. vi, 
p. 501. quarto edit. 

Dd 2 nocent. 
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C xxi^ P nocent, the faith fincere, the pradice meritorious 
v — . or corrupt. Their paflions were excited by fimi- 

lar objeds ; and they might alternately abufe the 
favour of the court, or of the people. The meta- 
phyfical opinions of the Athanaiians and the 
Arians, could not influence their moral charader ; 
and they were alike aduated by the intolerant fpi- 
rir, which has been extraded from the pure and 
fimple maxims of the gofpel. 

Toleration A modern writer, who, with a juft confidence, 
°im 2gan ^ as P re fi xe d t0 fi' s own hiftory the honourable 
epithets of political and philofophical ,#J , accufes 
the timid prudence of Montefquieu, for negled- 
ing to enumerate, among the caufes of the decline 
of the empire, a law of Conftantine, by which the 
exercife of the pagan worfhip was abfolutely fup- 
prefied, and a confiderable part of his fubjeds, 
was left deftitute of priefts, of temples, and of 
any public religion. The zeal of the philofophic 
hiftorian for the rights of mankind, has induced 
him to acquiefce in the ambiguous teftimony of 
thofe ecclefiaftics, who have too lightly afcribed 
to their favourite hero the merit of a general per- 
fection Inftead of alleging this imaginary 

,6 J Hiftoire Politique et Philofophiquc d«s Etabliflemens des Eu- 
ropeens dans lcs deux Ir.des, tom. i. p. 9. 

According to Eufebius (in Vit. Conftantin. 1 . ii. c. 45.) the 
emperor prohibited, both in cities and in the country, n 
. . . to; ; the abominable a<Ss or parts of idolatry. 

Socrates (l. i. c. 17.) and Sozomen ( 1 . ii. c. 4, j.) have reprefented 
the conduft of Conftantine with a juft regard to truth and hiftory ; 

‘ which has been neglefled by Theodoret ( 1 . v. c. *1.) and Orofius 
(vii. a8.). Turn deinde (fays the latter) primus Conftantinus jujlt 
ordine et fh vicem vertit edifko ; fiquidem ftatuit citra ullam homi- 
num'exdem, paganorum tempja claudi. 

law, 
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law, which would have blazed in the front of the c 
Imperial codes, we may fafely appeal to the ori- ' — * 
ginal epiftle, which Conilantine addreiTed to the 
followers of the ancient religion at a time when 
he no longer difguifed his converfion, nor dreaded 
the rivals of his throne. He invites and exhorts, 
in the moft prdfing terms, the fubjeds of the 
Roman empire to imitate the example of their 
mailer } but he declares, that thofe who (till re- by Con- 
fufe to open their eyes to the celeftial light, may ftant * ne » 
freely enjoy their temples, and their fancied gods. 

A report, that the ceremonies of paganifm were 
fupprefled, is formally contradided by the em- 
peror bimfelf, who wifely affigns, as the principle 
of his moderation, the invincible force of habit, 
of prejudice, and of fuperftition Without 
violating the fandity of his promife, without 
alarming the fears of the pagans, the artful mo- 
narch advanced, by flow and cautious fteps, to 
undermine the irregular and decayed fabric of 
polytheifm. The partial ads of feverity which 
he occafionally exercifed, though they were fe« 
cretly prompted by a Chriftian zeal, were colour- 
ed by the faireft pretences of juftice, and the 
public good ; and while Conftantine defigned to 
ruin the foundations, he feemed to reform the 
abufes, of the ancient religion. After the example 

,ft .S See Eufebius in Vit. Conftantin. 1 . ii. c. 56. 60. In the 
fermon to the aflembly of faints, which the emperor pronounced 
when he was mature in years and piety, he declares to the idolaters 
(c. xi.), that they are permitted to offer facrifices, and to exercife 
every part of their religious worfhip. 
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c t^ap. of the wifcft of his predeceffbrs, he condemned, 

^ — r _ ' ■ under the moft rigorous penalties, the occult and 
impious arts of divination ; which excited the 
vain hopes, and fometimes the criminal attempts, 
of thofe who were difcontented with their prefent 
condition. An ignominious filence was impofed 
on the oracles, which had been publicly con- 
victed of fraud and falfehood j the effeminate 
priefts of the Nile were abolifhed and Conftan- 
tine discharged the duties of a Roman cenfor, 
when he gave orders for the demolition of Several 
temples of Phoenicia ; in which every mode of 
proftitution was devoutly pra&iled in the face of 
day, and to the honour of Venus “ s . The Im- 
perial city of Conftantinople was, in fome mea- 
fure, raifed at the expencc, and was adorned 
with the Spoils, of the opulent temples of Greece 
and Afia ; the Sacred property was confiscated j 
the Statues of gods and heroes were transported, 
with rude familiarity, among a people who con- 
sidered them as objects, not of adoration, but of 
curiofity : the gold and filver were reftored to cir- 
culation } and the magiftrates, the bifhops, and 
the eunuchs, improved the fortunate occafion of 
gratifying, at once, their zeal, their avarice, and 
their refentment. But thefe depredations were 
confined to a Small part of the Roman world j and 
the provinces had been long Since accuftomed to 

See EuCcbius, in Vit- Confhntin. 1 . iii. c. 54 — 58. and 1 . ir. 
f, 23. 23. Thele afls of authority may be compared with the fup- 
predion of the Bacchanals, and the demolition of the temple of Ids, 
the magiftrates of Pagan Rome, 

endure 
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endure the fame facrilegious rapine, from the C **AP 
tyranny of princes and proconfuls, who could t — „ — J 
not be fufpedted of any defign to fubvert the 
eftablifhed religion ,6r . 

The fons of Conftantine trod in the footfteps of * ndllis 
their father, with more zeal, and with lefs dif- 
cretion. The pretences of rapine and opprefllon 
were infenfibly multiplied 168 j every indulgence 
was fhewn to the illegal behaviour of the Chrif- 
tiansj every doubt was explained to the difad- 
vantage of paganifm ; and the demolition of the 
temples was celebrated as one of the aufpicious 
events of the reign of Conftans and Conftan- 
tius ,6a . The name of Conftantius is prefixed to 
a concife law, which might have fuperfeded the 
necefiity of any future prohibitions. tc It is our 
“ pleafure, that in all places, and in all cities, 

* c the temples be immediately fhut, and carefully 
“ guarded, that none may have the power of 
4t offending. It is likewife our pleafure, that all 

,6 7 ,Eufebius(ln Vit. Conftant. 1 . iii. c. 54.) and Libanius (Orat. 
proTemplis, p. 9, 10. edit. Gothofred.), both mention the pious 
pcrilege of Conftantine, which they viewed in very different lights. 

The latter exprefsly declares, that “ he made ufe of the facred mo- 
“ ney, but made no alteration in the legal worftiip 5 the temples in- 
“ deed were impoverifhed, but the facred rites were performed 
“ there.” Laidner’s Jewiih and Heathen Teftimonies, vol. iv. 
p. 140. 

168 Ammianus (xxii. 4.) fpeaks of fome court eunuchs who were 
fpoliis templorum pafti. Libanius fays (Orat. pro Tempi, p. 23.), 
that the emperor often gave away a temple, like a dog, or a horfe, 
or a (lave, or a gold cup : but the devout philofopher takes care to 
obft-rve, tliat thefe facrilegious favourites very feldom profpered. 

,6 9 See Gothofred. Cod. Theodof. tom. vi. p. 261. Liban. 

Prgt. Parental, c. x. in Fabric. Bibl. Grace, lorn, vii. p. 235. 

♦ “ our 
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C xxi P ’ " 0Ur fub J eas a bftain from facrifices. If 

v_ _» “ any one fhould be guilty of fuch an aft, let 
«* him feel the fword of vengeance ; and after 
“ his execution, let his property be confifcated 
“ to the public ufe. We denounce the fame 
** penalties againft the governors of the pro- 
“ vinces, if they negleft to punifti the crimi- 
“ nals ,to ." But there is the ftrongeft reafon to 
believe, that this formidable edift was cither 
compofed without being publilhed, or was pub- 
lifhed without being executed. The evidence of 
fafls, and the monuments which are ftill extant of 
brafs and marble, continue to prove the public 
exercife of the pagan worlhip during the whole 
reign of the fons of Conftantine. In the Eaft, as 
well as in the Weft, in cities, as well as in the 
country, a great number of temples were refpefled* 
or at leaft were fpared ; and the devout multi- 
tude ftill enjoyed the luxury of facrifices, of fefti- 
vals, and of proceflions, by the permifiion, or 
by the connivance, of the civil government. 
About four years after the fuppofed date of his 

*7° Placuit omnibus loeis atque urbibus univerfis claudi protinu* 
templa, et acceffu vetitis omnibus licentiam delinquendi perditis ab- 
negari. Volumus etiam cunfios a facrificiis abftinere. Quodfiquis 
•liquid forte bujufmodi perpetrnverir, gladio fternaturs facultates 
etiam perempti fifco decernimus vindicaii : et fnniliter adfligi re&ores 
provinciarum fi facinora vindicare ncglexerint: Cod. Tbeodof. 

I, xvi.tit. x. leg. 4 . Chronology has discovered Some contradi&ion 
in the date of this extravagant law; the only one, perhaps, by which 
the negligence of magiftrates is puniftied by death and confifcation. 
M. de la Baftie (Mem. de 1’Academie, tom. xv. p. jS.) conje&ures, 
with a ftcw of reafon, that this w 3 s no more than the minutes of a 
law, the heads of an intended bill, which were found in Scriniis 
, Memori*, among the papers of Conftantius, and afterwards inferted, 

a worthy model, in the Throdolian Code. 

* bloody 
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bloody edid, Conftantius vifited the temples of c ^ p< 
Rome j and the decency of his behaviour is re- i,—y — w 
commended by a pagan orator as an example 
worthy of the imitation of fucceeding princes. 

** That emperor,” fays Symmachus, “ fuffered 
** the privileges of the vdlal virgins to remain 
inviolate ; he beftowed the facerdotal dignities 
“ on the nobles of Rome, granted the cuftomary 
“ allowance to defray the expences of the pub- 
** lie rites and facrifices : and, though he had 
** embraced a different religion, he never at- 
“ tempted to deprive the empire of the facred 
“ worlhip of antiquity ,7 ‘.” The fenate ftill pre- 
fumed to confecrate, by folemn decrees, the 
divine memory of their fovereigns ; and Conftan- 
tine himfelf was alfociated, after his death, to 
thofe gods whom he had renounced and infulted 
during his life. The title, the enfigns, the pre- 
rogatives of sovereign pontiff, which had been 
inftituted by Numa, and affumed by Auguftus, 
were accepted, without hefitation, by feven Chrift- 
ian emperors; who were invented with a more 
abfolute authority over the religion which they 
had deferted, than over that which they pro- 
fefled * 7 \ 

* 7 * Symmach. Epiftol. x. 54. 

* 7 * The fourth DifTcrtation of M. de la Baltic, fur le Souverain 
Pontificat dea Empereurs Romains (in the Mem. de l'Acad. tom. xv. 
p. 75—144), i» a very learned and judicious performance, which ex- 
plains the ftate, and proves the toleration, of paganifm from Conftan- 
tine to Gratian. The aflertion of Zofimus, that Gratian was the 
firft who refufed the pontifical robe, is confirmed beyond a doubt : 
and the murmurs of bigotry, on that fubjeff, art almeft filenced. 

The- 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

The divifions of Chriftianicy fufpended the ruin 
of pagamfm 173 ; and the holy war againft the in- 
fidels was lels vigoroufiy profecuted by princes 
and biftiops, who were more immediately alarmed 
by the guilt and danger of domeftic rebellion. 
The extirpation of idolatry 174 might have been 
, juftified 


*71 As I have freely anticipated the ufe of pagans and paganifm, t 
fhall now trace the fingular revolutions of thofe celebrated words, 
i. riayn, in the Doric dialeil, lb familiar to the Italians, fignifies a 
fountain ; and the rural neighbourhood which frequented the fame 
fountain, derived the common appellation of pagus and pagans (Ftftos 
fub voce, and Servius ad Virgil. Gcorgic. ii. 381.). a. By an cafy 
extenfion of the word, pagan and rural became almoft fynonymous 
(Plin. Hift. Natur. xxvrii. 5.); and the meaner nifties acquired that 
■ name, which has been corrupted into ptafanis in the modem languages 
of Europe. 3. The amazing increafe of the military order intro- 
duced the necclfity of a correlative term (Hume’s Ertays, vol. i. 
p. 555.); and all the ptopk who were not en lifted in the fervice of 
the prince were branded with the contemptuous epithet of pagans 
(Tacit. Hill. iii. 14. 43. 77. Juvenal. Satir. xvi. Tertullian de 
Pallio, c. 4.). 4. The Chriftians were the foldiers of Chrift ; their 

i adverfaries, who refufed his facr ament, or military oath of baptifm, 
might deferve the metaphorical name of pagans; and this popular 
reproach was introduced as early as the reign of Valentinian (A. D. 
365.) into Imperial laws (Cod. Theodof. 1 . xvi. tit. ii. leg. 18.) 
and theological writings. 5. Chriftianity gradually filled the cities 
of the empire : the old religion, in the time of Prudentius (adverf. 
Symmachum, 1 . i. ad fin.) and Orolius (in Prxfat. Hill.), retired and 
-languilhed in obfeure villages ; and the word pagans, with its new fig- 
nification, reverted to its primitive origin. 6. Since the wodhip of 
Jupiter and his family has expired, the vacant title of pagans -has 
been fuccellively applied to ail the idolaters, and polytheifts of the old 
and new world. 7. The Latin Chriftians bellowed it, without 
fcruple, on their mortal enemies the Mahometans ; and the pureft 
umtarians were branded with the unjuft reproach of idolatry and pa- 
ganifm. See Gerard Voflius Etymologieon Lingua? Latins, in his 
works, tom. i. p. 4*0. Godefroy’s Commentary on the Theodofian 
Code, tom. vi. p. 250. and Ducange, mediae & infimae Latinitat. 
dollar. 

*7* In the pure language of Ionia and Athens, E.J»Xw and Aarfua. 
were ancient and familiar words. The former exprefled a likenefs, 

an 
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juftified by the eftablifhed principles of intole- c h^ap. 

ranee : but the holtile lefts, which alternately < , — j j 

jreigned in the Imperial court, were mutually ap- 
prehenfive of alienating, and perhaps exafperat- 
ing, the minds of a powerful, though declining 
faCtion. Every motive of authority and fafhion, 
ofintereft and reafon, now militated on the fide 
of Chriftianity j but two or three generations 
elapfed, before their victorious influence was 
univerfally felt. The religion which had fo long 
and fo lately been eftablifhed in the Roman em- 
pire was ftill revered by a numerous people, lefs 
attached indeed to fpeculative opinion, than to 
ancient cuftom. The honours of the Rate and 
army were indifferently bellowed on all the fub- 
jefts of Conflantine and Conflantius ; and a con- 
fiderable portion of knowledge and wealth and 
valour was ftill engaged in the fervice of poly- 
theifm. The fuperflition of the fenator and of 
the peafant, of the poet and the philofopher, was 
derived from very different caufes, but they met 
with equal devotion in the temples of the gods. 

Their zeal was infenfibly provoked by the intuit- 
ing triumph of a proferibed feet ; and their hopes 

an apparition (Homer. Odyff. xi. 601.) a reprefentation, an strap, 
created either by fancy or art. The latter denoted any fort of ftrvue 
or flavery. The Jews of Egypt, who tranflalcd the Hebrew ferip- 
tures, reftrained the ufe of thefe words (Exod. xx. j.) to the re- 
ligious worlhip of an image. The peculiar idiom of the Hellenics, 
or Grecian Jews, has been adopted by the facred and ecclefiaftical 
writers ; and the reproach of Matry (eiJ n^aTfua') has ftigmatized 
that vilible and abjefl mode of i'uperftitioii, which fome lefts of 
Chriftianity Ihculd net haftily impute to the polvtheifts of Greece 
and Rome. ‘ 

i were 
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CHAP, were revived by the well-grounded confidence* 
. . that the prefumptive heir of the empire, a young 

and valiant hero, who had delivered Gaul frorn 
the arms of the Barbarians, had fecretly em- 
braced the religion of his anceftors. 


END OF THE THIRD VOLUME* 
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